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Non-whil:e to step
into Bacher’s
shoes

BLOEMFONTEIN, South
Alrica, Jan 24: South African
cricket will get a black man#ag-
ing director in the wake of the
shake-up that resulted in
United Cricket Board (UCB)
president Raymond White re-
signing Saturday, reports AFP.

Ali Bacher, the current
mana%lng director, said In
Bloemfontein Sunday he will
step aside by October 1. But he
will remain in charge of the
sport's administration as exec-
utive director, a position which
will be created for him.

In that capacity, Bacher
aims to help the new managing
director settle in over a two-
year period. Bacher will also be
in charge of planning for the
2003 World Cup in South
Africa,

Bacher said his successor as
MD would definitely be black.

"We have to be realistic on
that issue, but the key factor
will be the ability of the person,
whether he is headhunted or
appointed [rom inside cricket,”
he said.

"He does not necessarily
have to have a cricket back-
ground, but it is important that
it must not be a political ap-
pointment.”

South African cricket ap-
peared to be in turmoil follow-
ing the resignation of White,
who was accused by UCB council
mémber Gerald Majola of re-
tarding transformation.

Majola, a national selector.
also called for the appointment
of a black chief executive.

"It is vitally important thatl
during the World Cup and the
period leading to it that blacks
start playing a vital role in the
running of the game,” Majola
sald in a letter that led to
White's resignation at a UCB
council meeting in Johannes-
burg Saturday.

Explaining the latest devel-
opments, Bacher. a former Test
captain, said he was not being
pushed out of administrative
control of the sport.

Bacher spoke to journalists
during a one-day international
between South Africa and Eng-
land in Bloemfontein Sunday.
He said he would only switch
full-time to planning the World
Cup in April 2002.

cher announced, however,

that he would resign as chair-
man of the International
Cricket Council's development
committee.

The weekend's developments
have rocked a sport long hailed
as one of the success stories of
the new South Africa since
democratic elections in 1994.

Majola's letter to White fol-
lowed several incidents in
which white cricket officials
"were accused of dragging their
heels on the transformation is-
sue.
White's resignation will be
elffective February 11, after he
has attended a meeting of-the
International Cricket Council
in Singapore February 916 dis-
cuss commercial arrangements
for the World Cup.

He will be succeeded by vice-
resident Percy Sonn, who will
Ee acting president until the
annual meeting in July.

Sonn. like Majola, is a for-
mer member of the "nonracial”
SA Cricket Board which merged
with the formerly all-white SA
Cricket Union in 1991.

Although the majority of top
level players in South African
cricket are white, there has
been incrtastn%} pressure to
bring more lack South
Africans into positions of in-
fluence in the sport.

Rushdi Magiet became the
first black covenor of selectors
at the start of the season.

Concern that uncertainty
over the administration of the
sport might spill over into the
performances of the national
team led by Hansie Cronje was
fuelled Sunday when England
thrashed South Africa by nine
wickets with 10.3 overs to
spare. one of their heaviest de-
feats for several years.

Unique chance for
Iraqi women

- BAGHDAD, Jan 24: Iraq's
women footballers are gearing
up for their first ever interna-
tional matches when they take
on seven other Arab teams in
five-a-side matches at the end
of this month, reports AFP.

Dressed in black trousers
and wearing shirts emblazoned
with the Iraqgi flag, a total of

yesterday.

MELBOURNE, Jan
24: US Open
champion Serena
Williams denied
she was unpre-
pared l!)ut could
not explain wh

she plaved so badl xt]z} crash gut

b

of the Ausltralian Open on Mon-
day. reports AFP.
In contrast. defending

champion Martina Hingis,
whom she was due to meet in
the semifinals, danced on for a
quarterfinal clash with 13th
seed Arantxa Sanchez-Vicario.
Williams' flashy red shoes
looked like lead as she dragged
hersell across court to miss
passing shots or net her returns
in succumbing to unfashion-
able Russian sixteenth seed
Elena Likhovtseva 6-3, 6-3 in
the fourth round.
Likhovtseva had never made
it past the fourth round in her
24 previous Grand Slam ap-

MELBOURNE, Jan
24(AFP): Darren
Cahill, coach of
Lleyton Hewitt,
can finally have a
shave and his fi-
ancee is thrilled to bits.

Cahill promised his young
charge that he wouldn't remove
his whiskers while Hewitt was

‘e

still--in men's singles- con-

tention.

But that was creating per-
sonal problems with his wife-
to-be who was becoming anx-
ious about their upcoming wed-

ding and the accompanying
photographs.

‘It got to the stage where even

my future wife was cheerin
against
quipped of the Aussie youngster,
who bowed out Monday in
straight sets to Swede Magnus
Norman. ending a 13-match
unbeaten run.

Lleyton.,” Cahil

HOT CAKES

Nike has brought out a Lley-
ton Hewitt cap and they're sell-

ing like hot cakes.

More than 600 have been

snapped up so far this tourna-
ment.

“That's good, 1 think," said

the 18-year-old Aussie, recog-
nisable for wearing his white
cap back-to-front.

— —

American Serena Williams is visibly disappointed after losing a crucial game on way Lo
make a fourth round exit from the Australian Open against Russian Elena Likhovtseva

Serena sent packing

pearances.

'l couldn’t stop hitting er-
rors, I don't know why I made so
many errors. | just didn't do
anything right.” said Williams
but denied being short of match
practice.

She had opted against a
warm-up tournament and only
decided to come to Melbourne at
the last minute without her fa-
ther and coach Richard and el-
der sister Venus, who pulled out
citing tendinitis in her left
wrist.

‘Il wasn't unprepared. 1 was
here long enough and I've an-
swered this question a million
times before. I just couldn't
make the shots," she said.

Hingis, chasing a fourth suc-
cessive title, swept aside San-
drine Testud 6-1, 7-6, recover-
ing from 0-3 down in the second
set when the French 12th seed
started to match her ground
strokes. '

“I probably had some lucky

AUSTRALIAN OPEN NOBOOK

“l spoke about it late last
year, making these hats. | was
disappointed I couldn't get a
Tommy Haas one and | spoke to
one of the %luys from Nike and
they thouﬁ t it was a pretty
good idea for the summer cir-
cuit,

“They have been pretty lucky
up until today.,” |

CASH HAS A PLAN

Former Wimbledon cham-
pion Pat Cash is putting his
money where his mouth is.

The Australian tennis coach
has never been short of an opin-
ion and this time he says he's
Fnt the game plan to produce
uture champions.

After reversing Mark
Philippoussis' slide down the
world rankings. Cash will
share the secret of success at the
Cash Hopper International
Tennis Training Academy on
the Queensland Gold Coast.

He and Gavin Hopper, who
trains Philippoussis, plan an
academy similar to that of Nick
Bollettieri in Florida, which
has produced a steady stream of
champion players, includin
world No 1 Andre Agassi an

former women's No 1 Monica
Seles.

NO PAIN, NO GAIN

Serena Williams had a bad

—AFP photo

shots and everything went in
and 1 was so aggressive, so ex-
cited to be out there, you know,
almost too pumped up, over-hy-
per.” said the Swiss world No.],
who tipped Lindsay Davenport
as her likely final opponent.

But Sanchez-Vicario and fel-
low Spanish veteran Conchita
Martinez also battled into the
last eight and are out to upset
her prediction.

Sanchez-Vicario, a triple
French Open champion,
reached her 34th Grand Slam
quarterfinal by beating sixth
seed Barbara Schett of Austria
1-6, 6-0, 7-5.

Tenth seed and former
Wimbledon champion Martinez
dispatched American Kristina
Brandi 6-1, 6-1 to set up a match
with Likhovtseva,

Quarterfinals on Tuesday

Jennifer Capriati v Ai
Sugiyama

Julie Halard-Decugis v Lind-
say Davenport

day at the ollice Monday, losing

in the fourth round to Russian
Elena Likhovtseva.

Asked what she would do to
cheer herself up, the budding
fashion designer said punish-
ient was what was needed.

T'm going to punish myself
by finishing this work that I
have to do. some homewcrk |

_have to do—38 drawings,” she

said.
AYNAOUI
APOLOGIZES
Lanky Moroccan Younes El

Aynaoui said sorry Monday to
"nice” Portuguese chair umpire
Jorge Dias, who gave him two
warnings, on his way to a 3-6, 6-
3, 6-4, 3-6, 10-8 victory over
Frenchman Armaud Clement.
"The umpire was nice to me,

E1l Aynaoui said. "l deserved a
second warning."
“For the first warning |

wasn't sure | really deserved it
because it was a return of serve
and | smacked the ball on the
side and it went into the crowd
and I got a warning for this.

“Then I spin my racket and it
almost went into the crowd,

"As soon as I did it I apolo-
gised to the um[iire. | didn't
want to hit anybody in he
crowd and | regretted dcoing
that.”

MELBOURNE, Jan
24: Australia's
Davis Cup prepa-
rations were boos-
led Monday with
Mark Philippou-

. ssis making him-
scll available, reports AFP.
But the Swiss camp re-

mained in turmoil as captain
Jakob Hlasek defended his de-
cision to drop veteran Marc

Cup career and led a revolt
against the appointment of
Hlasek for a five-yecar term.

“It's been tough but I'm goin
to be here for a long time,’ salg
Hlasek, who played Davis Cup
for 13 years, most of them with
Rosset.

"We always had conflict as
team-mates,” he said.

“It had to be his way. He has
opened his mouth all the time
but I know he also had some

Mark in Davis Cup team

players of the team. Some of the
other plr)uyﬂ were with him for a
while but they have come to

their senses.
“Here was a person who was

altacking me and then two days

belore the Australian Open he
says he might want to play
again. We discussed it, but noth-
ing hard really changed.”
[nstead, Swilzerland will go
into the tie with world number

AUSSIE OPEN
AT A GLANCE

MELBOURNE, Jan 24: High-
lights of the day session Mon-

day on the eighth day of the US

dirs 8 milllon (12.4 million
Australian dollars) Australian
Open tennis champlonships at
Melbourne Park:

Weather: Milld and sunny
with a temperature of 70 [ (2]
Celsius).

Attendance: 24,635

Results: Men's singles, No 4
Nicolas Kiefer, No 1
Norman both advanced.
. Results: Women's singles, No
10 Conchita Martinez, No 13,
Arantxa Sanchez-Vicario and
No 16 Elena Likhovtseva all
advanced, No 3, Serena
Williams lost.

Slat of the Day: No 3 sced
Serena Williams hit 17 back-

hand errors in her 6-3, 6-3 loss

to No 16 seed Elena Likhovtseva
of Russia.

uote of the day: "I talk 1 to
Andre yesterday, Agassi, an< he
told me, Maybe we will see you
next Sunday. And | said, "Yeah,
I wish too,” — Nicolas Kiefer
talking up his chances of reach-
ing the final after demolishing
Wayne Ferreira 6-3, 6-4, 6-2 in
the fourth round.

Poland friendly
Spain call up
goal-glutton

Salva

MADRID, Jan 24: Racing
Santander's new goal scoring
sensation Salvador Ballesta,
with 21 goals in 21 matches this
season, was called up by na-
tional team coach Jose Antonio
Camacho for a friendly match
with Poland on January 26 in
the south-eastern town of
Cartagena, reports AFP.

The player known as "Salva”
is one of five new caps alongside
Rayo Vallecano's forward Luis
Cembranos, Real Zaragoza
goalkeeper Juan Miguel Garcia
(known as "JuanMi”), Deportivo
La Coruna midlielder Enrique
Fernandez Romero and Celta
Vigo defender Juan Velasco.

It is a continuation of Cama-
cho's avowed policy of picking
the best players even if they
play for relatively unfashion-
able clubs.

Real Madrid pair Raul and
Fernando Hierro were also
called up even though the
Meringues face a match the

forms part of Spain's build-up
lo Euro 2000.

SQUAD

Goalkeepers: Jose Francisco
Molina [(Atletico Madrid), Juan
Miguel Garcia (Real Zaragoza)

Defenders: Abelardo Fer-
nandez (Barcelona), Fernando
Flierro (Real Madrid), Juan Ve-
lasco (Celta Vigo), Vicente En-
gonga (Real Mallorca), Agustin
Aranzabal (Real Sociedad),
Francisco Jemez Martin "Paco’
(Real Zaragoza)

Midfielders: Josep Guardiola
and Luis Enrique (both
Barcelona), Enrique Fernandez
Romero (Deportivo La Coruna),
Juan Carlos Valeron (Atletico
Madrid), Gaizka Mendieta
(Valencia)

Strikers: Joseba Etxeberria
and Ismael Urzaiz (both Ath-
letic Bilbao), Raul Gonzalez
(Real Madrid), Pedro Munitis
and Salvador Ballesta "Salva”
(both Racing Santander), Luis
Cembranos (Rayo Vallecano)

Lobanovsky

gives
conditions

KIEV, Jan 24: Dvynamo Kyiv
chief coach Valery Lobanovsky
said Sunday that he would not
accept an offer to take on the
job of Ukrainian football coach
unless he received assurances
[rom the country's top football
organisation about future re-
forms in the national game, re-
ports AFP,

Ukrainian football boss
Valery Pustovoitenko has of-
fered the Dynamo Kyiv coach
the post which was left vacant
following last month's resigna-
tion of under-fire Josel Szabo.

Magnus

5 MELBOURNE, Jan
24: World number
one Martina Hin-
gls sald today that
she was disap-
ointed her rival
Serena Willlams
lailed Lo make it past the fourth
round ol the Australlan open
because she wanted to knock
her out herself, reports Reuters.
Speaking alfter she bundled
French hope Sandrine Testud

Che Rhrily Star -

Hingis' missed chance!

out of the Australian Open 6-1,
7-6, the confldent Swiss
teenager sald she had been
looking forward to renewing
her rivalry with Willlams, who
beat her In last year's US Open
final.

They were due to meet n the
semifinals at Melbourne Park
but their reunion was put on
hold after Willlarfis crashed out
to Russia’'s Elena Likhovtseva.

"I thought I would have a

Top seeded Martina Hingis is elated after beating
Sandrine Testud in the fourth round of the Aussie Open

in Melbourne yesterday.

—AFP photo

Fnod chance to beat her right
iere right now, especially be-
cause it has been my tourna-
ment for the last three years.”
Hingis said,

‘She’s one of the top players
out there, you always want to
compete against.”

ingls was in determined
mood against the French 12th
seed Testud on Monday, win-
ning her match in 72 minutes to
keep alive her hopes of winning
the women's singles and dou-
bles titles at Melbourne for the
fourth time.

She broke Testud's serve
twice Iin the opening set and
calmly fought back from a 3-0
deficit in the second to force a
tiebreak, which she won 7-3.

“It's been long days for me at
the office,” she sald. "But you
have to be ready every single
time you go out there.”

Her quarterfinal opponent
will be Arantxa Sanchez-Vi-
cario of Spain, who beat Aus-
trian Barbara Schett earlier on
Monday.

If she wins, she will play el-
ther Likhovtseva or Spaniard
Conchita Martinez,

Wlt!;_i Willlams out of the
way, Hingis unsurprisingl
nominated second socg Llndagai
Eeavcnpgrt ads the hardest to

at and sald she ho to pla
her in the final. S

Although they have been
ranked number one and two for
most of the past three years,
Hingis and Davenport have
only played each other once in a
Grand Slam final. That was at
the 1998 US open where Daven-
port won 6-3, 7-5.

The only other time Daven-

rt has made a Grand Slam
inal was last year when she
beat Stefli Gral at Wimbledon
after Hingis was bundled out in
the first round.

"Nobody really gives her
credit for what she has done,”
Hingis said.

‘I've lost to her three times

already so I would love to play
her in the final.’

Morocean march

MELBOURNE, Jan
24: Younes El Ay-
naoui was savour-
ing the high point
ol his tennis ca-

same day with Real Betis. That Tnd MD“{_“"Y
| is likely to cause tension be- —  when he fought
I‘IIE I—Ilf.‘“'d]‘-' tkrlll"] P{Jland G‘! l}lﬁ' Auslralian OPEFL l'EpﬁI'TS

AFP.

El Aynaoui followed compa-
triot Hicham Arazi into the last
eight capping a Morocean as-
sault at the Open when he
doused Frenchman Arnaud
Clement in a three and a half
hour live-set war of attrition.

The lanky Moroccan beat

& :‘..?_-_\ Vi {_. ; -.

Clement 3-6, 6-3, 6-4. 3-6, 10-8
to set up a quarterfinal with de-
fending champion Yevgeny
Kafelnikov on Wednesday.

Arazi plays top seed Andre
Agassi in the quarterfinals
Tuesday.

Lleyton Hewitt, whose head-
line-grabbing unbeaten 13-
match run was snuffed out by
Magnus Norman, is on a leamn-
ing curve, Australian Davis Cup
captain John Newcombe said
Monday.

Norman, the Swedish 12th
seed, played at the top of his
game to put out the red-hot
Australian 18-year-old. 6-3. 6-

— . . . -

Moroccan Younes

El Aynaoui pumps his fist

after

recording an upset fourth round victory over Frenchman
Arnaud Clement at the Australian Open yesterday.

goes on

1. 7-6 and will now play German
lourth seed Nicolas Kiefer in
Wednesday's quarterfinals.

Hewitt was the last Aus-
tralian contender and raised a
nation's hopes after winning
backda—bacﬁ lead-up tourna-
ments in Adelaide and Sydney
and getting through three
rounds here

The bottom half of the men's
draw finally lined up an oppo-
nent of note for Kafelnikov in
Norman or Germany's Nicolas
Kiefer. who meet in the quar-
terfinals.

Kiefer, seeded four, looked
untroubled in beating South
African hope Wayne Ferreira 6-
3, 6-4, 6-2 and is in a Grand
Slam last eight for the third
tume.

Kafelenikov cruised past
Belgium qualifier Christophe
Rochus 6-1, 6-3, 7-5.

The Russian No.2 sced said
he was lacking confidence com-
ing into the tournament but was
pleased with his progress

And if Kafelnikov makes it
to the final again, he'll need all
the energy he can get with a
likely encounter against US
and French Open champion
Andre Agassi or Wimbledon
champion Pete Sampras. who
are scheduled to meet in the
semifinals.

Quarterfinals on

Tuesday
Andre Agassi v Hicham
Arazi
Pete Sampras v Chris
Woodruff

Atletico protest
before league

game

MADRID, Jan 24: Several
hundred supporters protested
outside Atletico Madrid's Vi-
cente-Calderon stadium on
Sunday evening, unhappy at the
club’s recent plight, reports
AFP.

Atletico, due to play Real So-
ciledad in Sunday's Spanish
league late match, were placed
under administration by the
authorities on December 22,
and the whole board were
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