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v Tick the Correct Answers

Post to The Duily Star
Win attractive prizes

Co

1 | Howmany centuriesdid Tendulkar
score In the Tests series aga}ml

Australia recently?
One Two Tree

Who won the last ever Buropean
Cup Winners' Cup soccer?

4| Where did Maurice Greene break
the 100m world record? 9

AMhens | Seville | - ®eonlo

5| Who lifted the National Cricked
League title?

| -] Lazio Barcelona | Man United |
3| Who was named player of the
cricket World Cup?
Klusener S Waugh Dravid
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SPORTS TALK

Jennifer Capriati
(American tennis player)
‘I think I'm just a

stronger mentally.”

After reaching the quarter-
finals at the Australian Open

on Sunday.
Rajshahi cricket

From Our Correspondent

RAJSHAHI., Jan 24: Bir-
shrestha Captain Mohiuddin
Jahangir Smriti Club beat
Friends Club by 41 runs in the
Shaheed Zia Smriti tourna-
meni played at the Rajshahi
Government College ground to-
day.

3"Thc: winners made 162 for
seven in stipulated 25 overs af-
ter winning the toss. Pappa 50
was the top scorer. Russel fol-
lowed him with 38.

In reply, Friends Club were
all out for 121 in 19.5 overs.

Diganta Prasari Sangha de-
feated Alam Ekadosh by seven
wickets in other match of the
day.

Meanwhile, Sun Rise Sport-
ing Club defeated Rani Nagar
Cricket Club by 29 runs in the
Rajshahi First Division Cricket
League at the Rajshahi Stadium

tod_?{.
e winners made 109 in
23.4 overs after winning the
toss. Rumel 29 was the top
scorer for the winners.

In reply, Rani Nagar were
bundled out for 80 in 18.1 overs

Schmeichel-less
MU doesn’t
impress Wenger

LONDON., Jan 24 Arsenal
manager Arsene Wenger
claimed on Saturday that the
reigning champlons are not
such a great team without goal-
keeper Peter Schmeichel who
left for Sporting Lisbon in the
summer on a free transfer, re-
ports AFP.

Wenger believes United have
failed to fill the huge gap left
their Danish goalkeeping giant.

"Peter Schmelchel played an
important part. He had a kind
of charisma and was a winner.”
Wenger told The Sun newspa-

lot

W"Maybe Mark Bosnich will
do the same this season but |

feel Schmeichel had the kind of

beliefl and aggression that
makes winners.
s ed 1o replace him.”

chel was a thorn In
the Gunners' side last season,
saving a Dennis Ber
penalty as United beat the Lon-
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Bangabandhu Stadium yesterday.

Three-day match starts today

UCHES: Workers and groundstalf smartening up the
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Marylebone Cri-
cket Club (MCC)
get the chance of
testing the streng-
th of Bangladesh

. ‘
l for the first time on

their tour when they take on the
hosts in a three-day match,
starting at the Bangabandhu
National Stadium today.

Weather permitting, the
First Class match kicks off at
9:30 am with both the state-run
electronic media-- Bangladesh
Television and Bangladesh Be-
tar--providing live coverage
from the big bowl.

This would be their fourth
match since they arrived in
Dhaka on January 10 on a
three-week tour. The first two
matches-- a three-day affair
against BCB President’s Eleven
in Rajshahi and a four-day en-
counter against Dhaka Metro-
Eolitan. even played at the

angabandht

dium Jast week--ended in dull
draws. The visitors got a big
boost before their important
match against the national
team when they beat BCB
Eleven by six wickets in a lim-
ited-over match at the Jessore
Stadium on Sunday.

The four-day match at the
Bangabandhu National Sta-

AMINUL ISLAM

dium last week was supposed to
be held between Bangladesh na-
tional team and the visilors.
But because of the cricketers'

boycott, BCB (Bangladesh
Cricket Board) was forced to
field an inexperienced side un-
der the banner of Dhaka
Metropolitan Eleven.

Thanks to the intervention
Board president Saber Hossain

atfonal Sta-

MCC versus Bangladesh

Sports Reporter

Chowdhury, the agitating play-
ers withdrew their boycott on
Saturday and went to play iIn
the one-dayer in Jessore.

With the crisis now over,
leading cricketers are hoped to
make the matches against the
tourists more interesting. This
three-day match however holds
extra significance as far as
Bangladesh's Test bid is con-
cermned. It has been particularly
organised to enable the visiting
ICC (International Cricket
Council) inspectors have a close
look at Bangladesh's playing
standard.

The team comprising three
former Test players-- Nasimul
Ghani of Pakistan, Andy Py-
croft of Zimbabwe and Graham
Dowling of New Zealand, was
supposed to see the national
team in action in the last
aeek's four-dayer, but failed to
do so because of players' strike,
Having the inspection on crick-
eting facilities done, Pycroft
however left for Harare in Sat-
urday night.

The Board had to cancel two
scheduled limited-over matches
in Chittagong and Dhaka to or-

sanise the match for the ICC
%a(‘l-l'mders.

Meanwhile. national skip-
per Aminul Islam, who led lﬁe
BCB Elecven to the crushing six-
wicket delfeat in Jessore, “p-
peared adamant to slage =
tumaround against the combi-
nation of English counly crick-
eters,

"We had a little bit of co-or-
dinaton problems in Jessore as
[ had four young boys in the
side. But now I've got my full
strength back. I am looking
forward to winning this
match,” said Aminul after hav-
ing a three-hour long net at the
Bangabandhu National Sta-
dium in the moming yesterday.

He however admitted that
much was depending on his
bowlers to do well in the match.
“The bowlers have to give their
best as we need to bowl them out
twice in three days,” he added.

His batting line-up mean-
while seems to be a bit weaker
in absence of in-form middle-
order batsman Akram Khan.
The former national captain is
now attending his ailing elder
brother in Chittagong.

Opener Mehrab Hossain,

overlooked by the selectors in
the 14-man squad, has been
called up in place of Akram.
Aminul revealed. He, however,
refused to name the playing
eleven saying that it would be
decided after Inspecting the
pitch in the moming.

MCC skipper min Patel on
the other hand looked pretty
confident yesterday.

Talking to the reporters at
his hotel lobby last evening, the
Kent all-rounder said that his
team wanted to remain on the
winning way that started in
Jessore.

MCC are to make one change
in the squad that played in Jes-
sore, said Patel. Opener Bill
Athey will be replaced former
Australian Test all-rounder
Tony Dodemaide.

Bangladesh umpire Nadir
Shah and English umpire John
Hampshire will officiate the
match.

TEAMS

Bangladesh: Aminul Islam
(captain), Khaled Masood, Jave-
d Omar, Shahriar Hossain,
Mehrab Hossain, Habibul Ba-
shar. Al-Shahriar, Naimur
Rahman. Khaled Mahmud

(wicketkeeper), Enamul Hoque,

MIN PATEL
Hasibul Hossain, Monjurul Is-
lam, Fahim Muntasir and

Shafiuddin Ahmed.

MCC: Min Patel (captain),
Paul Nixon, Bill Athey, Ma-
tthew Wood, Will House, Ben
Smith, Anthony McGrath, Ri-
chard Johnson, Ryan Side-
bottom, Gary Yates, Mark
Boocock, Neil Killeen, Barry
Hyam and Tony Dodemaide.

don side in a classic FA Cup

semi-final at Villa Park.
Wenger added: “I'm not say-
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important moments, especially

in crucial
cess,
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games, and that was
an important part of their suc-
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FIFA gala to declare year’s best

It could be Rivaldo’s night

BRUSSELS, Jan
24: Barcelona's
Brazillan mid-
flelder Rivaldo is
widely expected to
be named FIFA's
World Player of
here Monday as
body
gala

the Year
football’'s world governin
holds its ninth annua
evening, reports AFP.

Rivaldo is tipped to finish
ahead of Manchester United's
English international David
Beckham and Florentina's Ar-

entinlan forward Gabriel
atistuta when the successor o
France's World Cup winning
hero Zinedine Zidane is an-
nounced.

Batistula Is expected to fin-
ish third with Rivaldo and
Beckham contesting the award,
but most expect the Braziilan to

t the nod when the voles cast

140 international coaches
are counted.

Ironically both Rivaldo and
Beckham have seen a glittering
12 months end In controversy
with the Brazillan falling out
with his Dutch coach at the Nou
Camp Louls Van Gaal over what
iIs his best position and Beck-
ham back in the doghouse fol-
lowing his sending off for
Unit in the World Club
Champlonship match with
Necaxa at the cana.

Rivaldo - full name Rivaldo
Vitor Borba Ferreira - comes
from the northern Brazilian
citro{Raclfenndwuuldbethc
third Brazillam to win this
award after

T S .

o (1994)
Ronaldo (1996, 1997). o alee 1997

both played for Barcelona.

He had a magnificent 1998
inspiring his club to the Span-
ish title and being named
player of the tournament aflter
inspiring Brazil to the Copa
America, scoring twice in the
inal against Uruguay in the
Paraguayan capltal Asuncion.

Beckham too has had a
memorable year. He prompted
Manchester United to an un-
precedented treble of European
Cup, English Premiership and
FA Cup and also hel them to
be crowned England's first ever

-World Club Champlions when

they won the Intercontinental
Cup Final against Brazilian
side Palmeiras in November.
But United had to surrender
that unofficial world title in
January when FIFA's inaugural
truly global club tournament
was won by Brazil's Corinthi-
ans although they remain In-
tercontinental champions.

WORLD PLAYER

OF THE YEAR
WINNERS

BRUSSELS., Jan 24
(AFP):Previous winners of FI-
FA's World Player of the Year
award ahead of ninth annual
FIFA gala here Monday:

1991: Lothar Matthaeus (Ger)
1992: Marco Van Basten (Ned)

1993: Roberto o (Ita)
1994: Romario (B
1 Weah (Lbr)

1
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Ro o (B
Ronaldo
1998: Zinedine Zidane (Fra)

Beckham's dismissal for a
dangerous tackle on Jose Mil-
ian Is likely to count against
him and may benefit Rivaldo.
who .recently insisted he was
happy at Barcelona, saying re-
ports he had spoken to Italian
glants Lazio were lies.

Al least this year it will be a
contest. Last year It was In-
evitable that Zidane would win

See page 14
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World Youth C'ship

SL reach
final

GALLE, Sri Lanka, Jan 24
Sri Lankan paceman Prabath
Nissanka bowled a telling final
over against Pakistan to clinch
a 10-run victory that put his
team In the under-19 cricket
World championship final to-
day, reports Reuters,

Pakistan, chasing Srl
Lanka's 219 all out in 49.])
overs, were dismissed for 209 In
exactly 50 overs in the ‘rst
semilinal.

Pakistan needed 15 runs in
the last over to win but Nis-
sanka conceded only four runs
off his first five dellveries.

He then bowled Zahid Saced
with the last ball of the match
to take Sni Lanka into Friday's
final where they will play India
or Australia, who contest the
second semifinal In Colombo
on Tuesday.

Sri Lanka's

innings was

lifted by lan Daniels with a line

58 which Included seven fours
Pakistan lost two early wickets
but were steadied as Falsal
Iqbal scored 53 off 72 balls, hit-
ting one six and five fours.

BRIEFSCORES

Sri Lanka 219 in 49.1 overs
(lan Daniels 58, M Pushpaku-
mara 47: Irfan Fazil 2-28)

Pakistan 209 in 50

44).

BFF donation

for Munna

Sports Reporter

Bangladesh Football Feder-
eration (BFF) will donate five
lakh taka to lormer national
skipper Monem Munna who
needs an
transplant.,

This was decided by BFF in
its meeting last night.

A charity football match be-

tween Dhaka giants Mo-
hammedan SC and Abahani
Krira Chakra will also be

played at the Bangabandhu Jla-
tional Stadium on February 1.

The BFF however, failed to
announce a date for the opening
maltch of the iaugural National
Football League.

Talking to The Daily Star,
BFF joint-secretary and league
committee secretary Sirajul Is-
lam Bachchu said that BFF
members. would meet again to-
morrow evening.

Masuda tops
the table

Sports Reporter
Masuda Begum, Nazrana
Khan Eva, Syeda Afsana
Parveen Nira, Jahan Ara Haque
Runu and sisters Firoza Haque
Chowdhury and Afroza Haque

| Chowdhury qualified for the fi-

nal round of the 21st National
Women's Chess Champlonship
on completion of their seven-
round Swiss League at the NSC
chess room yesterday.

Masuda topped the list with
six points while Eva and Nira
collected five and a half points
respectively. The other three
finished with equal five points

The six players will now join
defending champion Interna
tional Women Master Rani
Hamid, last year's runner-up
Syeda Shabana Parveen Nipa
and Tanima Parveen and Zakia
Sultana in the final round
which starts in the city from

Jauuary g

15th BAGC begins

tomorrow

Sports Reporter

The 15th annual Bangladesh
Amateur Golf Championship
begins tomorrow at the Kurmi-
tola Golf Club course.

The prestigious four-day
competition which often at-
tracts a good participation will
include some lady players from
Malaysia.

Golfers from India, Pak-
istan, Sri Lanka and Nepal are
also expected to take part

Chess course
Sports Reporter

A five-day chess coaching
course lor women organised by
Bangladesh Chess Federation
(BCF) begins today at the NSC
chess roomm.

Participants have been
asked to report at the BCF by 2
Ilpm |

OVers
(Faisal Igbal 53, Hassan Raza

immediate kidney
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‘I's going to be very. ve
difﬂcullgln play — andry“ﬁn 2
four matches In six days.” he
sald.

“But it's a situation we have
created ourselves, and now (t's
nurgnb to get out of it.”

akistan, whose loss to
Australia Iin Melbourne on
Sunday resurrected India’s slim
hopes, are in no mood to show
their arch-rivals any mercy.

“We may be better placed
than the Indians, but that does
not mean we will be taking it
easy,” Pakistanl captain Wasim
Akram said.

“"An India-Pakistan match is
always special for A)Iaycrs from
both sides. We are determined to
win here.”

A win for Pakistan on Tues-
day night will knock India out
of the series and make the last
three matches me

The Indians have more than
just a place in the finals at
stake. The team's fallure in
Australla could see heads roll

1 ADELAIDE, Jan
24: Sachin Ten-
dulkar's belea-
Fu"m India play
J our one-dayers In

N the next six days
from Tuesday in a last-ditch
attempt to salvage the dismal

Australian tour, reports AFP.
The Indians have lived up to

WASIM AKRAM

their reputation as the worst
lourists in world cricket — they
have won just one Test abroad
since 1986 — by losing all three
Tesls and the first four games of
the limited-overs tri-series.

They must not only beat
Pakistan and Australia iIn
back-lo-back matches here on
Tuesday and Wednesday, but re-
peat the sequence on the fast
Perth wicket later in the week
to qualify for next month's fi-
nals.

World champions Australia
have ensured their place in the
finals with 10 points from six
pames. Pakistan, with six
points, need one win in to joint
the hosts in the play-ofis.

Tendulkar, frustrated at his
teamn's inept display so far, was
under noillusion about the
gravity of the task at hand.

in the upcoming home séries
against South Alrica.

Apart from the big three in
batting — Tendulkar, Rahul
Dravid and Sourav Ganguly —
and bowlers Javagal Srinath,
Anil Kumble and Venkatesh
Prasad, the rest have con-
tributed little.

Venkat Laxman, a last-
minute inclusion for the one-
dayers after a brilliant century
In the final Test, has managed
just 20 runs in four innings.

Jacob Martin (0 and 16), De-
vang Gandhi (six) and
Hrishikesh Kanitkar (zero)
have not convinced critics they
are better batsmen than the ex-
perienced duo of Mohammad
Azharuddin and Ajay Jadeja,
who were left behind at home.
Azharuddin, who has played
more one-dayers (323) and
scored more runs (9,111) than
anyone else in the world, was
reportedly nol wanted by both
coach Kapil Dev and Tendulkar.

Jadeja, a former vice-cap-

India's do-or-die clash

tain, was not considered after a
shoulder injury, although the
South African doctor who
treated him passed him fit fo:
the tri-series.
"l am surprised Jadeja Is
Elaytng domestic cricket when
e should have been here.”
Kapil said.

Injury-prone seamer .\jit

SACHIN TENDULKAR

Agarkar let the tourists d. #n

a%a;n by straining a hamstring
w

ich kffE! him out of the last
two matches, and will also not
be fit for the double-header
here.

"He may be fit for Perth. but
it may be too late by then,"” said
Kapil, whose request to fly in an
extra seamer was turned down
by the Indian board

Meanwhile, two of the three
spinners selected, Nikhil
Chopra and Sunil Joshi, find
themselves cooling their heals
on wickets not suited for the
slow bowlers

“It's not been a E,uod tour,”
Kapil admitted. "We will not
improve till we forget the turn
ing wickels at home and play
our domestic cricket on green
LODS

Afsana Parveen Nira (L) makes a move against Farzana Khan Ava during their seventh
round engagement in the 21st national women’s chess qualifiers at the NSC yesterday.
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Primera Liga

Barca hot on Deportivo’s heels

MADRID, Jan 24:
A first half goal
[rom Brazilian
Rivaldo enabled
reigning champi-
ons Barcelona to

keep the pressure
on Primera Liga leaders De-
portivo La Coruna, securing a 1-
0 win Sunday at the Nou Camp
over Racing Santander as the
Catalan club moved into second
place, reports AFP.

Real Zaragoza, who had pre-
viously been second, slid back
below Barca as they lost 1-0 at
relegation-threatened Real
Oviedo and are live points be-
hind Deportivo, who beat Betis
2-0 on Saturday.

Former Paris Saint German
striker, Panamanian Dely
Valdes, scored the only goal

from the penalty spot on 63
minutes for northern side
Oviedo.

Barcelona have 37 points
from their 21 matches - three
less than Deportivo, who are
desperate to win their [irst

championship.

Louis Van Gaal's side were
workmanlike but no more as
Rivaldo’'s 18th-minute effort - a
header from a Boudewijn Zen-
den cross - proved just suffi-
cient while at the other end the
home defence blocked out the
threat of goal machine Sal-

only for Lithuanian Edgaras
Jankauskas to equalise on his
league debut following a move
from Belgium's Brugge

Sociedad, lying second bot
tom, held on lor a point despite
ending the match with nine
men.

European player of the year

vador Ballesta, called into the
full Spanish squad in midweek.

Real Madrid continued their
pale league formn with a goalless
draw at Numancia, a result
which left Real's modest hosts a
point better off than the fallen
giants in mid-table.

“That's another two points
dropped,” conceded Real coach
Vicente del Bosque, who cannot
expect a long tenure at the
Bernabeu unless Real discover a
killer instinct which they have
lacked all season with just six
wins to date.

In the evening match strug-
slers Atletico Madrid and Rea

ociedad parted 1-1, former
Leeds star Jimmy Floyd Has-
selbaink scoring with a rocket
shot to put Atletico in front

THE MAESTRO: A combo picture of Rivaldo evading a desperate lunge from a Racing Santander defender at
Barcelona on January 23(left), and the superstar being presented with the Golden Ball before the start of the match
by France Football magazine director Gerard Ernault for becoming the European Footballer of the Yeariright). P
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Rivaldo remains at the centre ol
rumours - which he has denied -
regarding a possible bank-
breaking move to Lazio as he
patches up a difficult relation-
ship with Van Gaal.

But he was smiling as he re-
ceived France lebaﬁ's Golden
Ball award for last year's ex-
ploits before the game.

For now the Brazilian has
reluctantly agreed to keep Elay‘-
ing on the lelt flank though he

refers a more central role - one

anded Sunday to Danl. who
ended up being substituted by
Simao on 69 minutes

Santander, floundering in
the lower reaches of the table,
dominated much of the second
half but Ballesta was unable to
add to his 21 goals.

Pedro Munitis did hit the
side netting for the visitors but
that was the closet they came to
rescuing a point

As Barcelona closed in on
top spot Deportivo responded to
the threat by winning their first
match in five on Saturday as
Portuguese star Pauleta scored a
spectacular opener belore
Dutchman Ron Makaay made
the points safe with the second
in injury time.

Celta Vigo remained fourth
in the table, level now on poinls
with Zaragoza, after a 1-0 win
at Seville secured courtesy ol a
oal after just three minules
rom South African Benni Mc-
Carthy.
" Champions League partici-
nts Valencia suffered a shock
-1 home reverse :;Igalns! v:dtmg- 19
ing Espanyol, who mo up 'y
ﬂul}g aces {:lwlt}un a point of -
Real Madrid as a result.

Miguel ¢l Benitez opened
the scg;lri N:&EI 15 minutes and -
allhoth y Gonzalez levelled g
for Valencia on the half hour,
Arteaga the winner six
minutes after the break.
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