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Gup seminar;: Gono Unna

hold a seminar on
Bangladesh-Japan Exge
auditorium, Agargaon, Sher-e-Bangla Nagar. Time: 9:00 am,

Rabindra Sangeet festival: s

Prochesta (GUP) wll
Sharin

“Soyabean an Hnunekeepmgt 3
%ence.“ Venue: Samaj Seba Bhaban

adesh Rabin-

dra Sangeel Shilpl Sangstha heglna a two-day long Rabindra
Sangeet Fcatwal.pc}n lﬁc first day today a r{ce¥ on will be
0

accorded to poet Shamsur Rahman. This will be

llowed by a

cultural show. Venue: Bangladesh Shishu Academy auditorium.

Time: 6:00 pm.
th = 20 .
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BCPS lecture: Ban

ladesh College of Physicians and

Surgeons (BCPS) will hold a lecture on "Heart Attack: How and

Wh

with New Millennium Management.” Venue: BCPS

auditorium, Mohakhali. Time: 11:00 am-11:50 am.

Rabindra Sangeet festival: The 2nd dar

of

Rabindra Sangeet festival will be held. A reception will be
accorded to Dr Kabir Chowdhury. Venue: Bangladesh Shishu
Academy auditorium. Time: 6:00 pm.

Light rain likely
Light rain is likely to occur at one or two places over Dhaka,

Barisal. Chittagong and Sylhet divisions and weather may remain
mainly dry elsewhere over the country in the next 12 hours till

6pm today, reports UNB.
Moderate to thick fog

divisions and the river basins during morning
adding m%ht temperature may fallby 1 to 3 d :

rday’'s highest temperature of 28.2 degree Celsius was
and Cox's Bazar and
degrees at Sayedpur and Dinajpur.

Yeste
recorded at Chittag

may blanket Rajshahi and Dhaka

. Met Office said
Celsius.

e lowest of 12.8

The sun sets in the capital today at 5:39 pm and rises tomorrow

al 6:42 am.

- Maximum and minimum temperature and humidity recorded
in some major cities and towns yesterday were :

City/Town Temperature Humidity in
in Celsius percentage
Max Min Morning enin
Dhaka 27.0 16.0 9 5]
Chittagong 282 155 77 75
Rajshahi 21.0 13.3 100 88
Khulna 26.7 174 96 o4
Barisal 26.5 140 =1 77
Sylhet 25.2 164 79 73
Cox's Bazar 282 164 83 V)

——

DU programmes

on Education
Week .

By DU Correspondent

Dhaka University authori-
ties have drawn up elaborate
programmes to observe the
"Education Week™ beginning in
the city today.

The programmes included
education conference, discus-
sion meeling, essay competi-
tion, debate, recitation of po-
ems, folk songs and dance.

The topic of Bangla essay
competition is “Globalisation
and Qur Culture” and the topic
of English essay competition is
"Education in the 21st Cen-
tury’.

The last date for submittin
essay is January 27, sald a D
press relase.

The prize giving ceremony
will be held at TSC on the con-
cluding day on January 31.

Two teenaged girls
rescued from

Mirpur: 2 held
By Staff Correspondent

Police rescued two teenaged
irls from the captivity of one
hafik and Shumi from a house

at Sheorapara at Mirpur,
sources said.

Shafik and Shumi, who pre-
tended to be a husband and wife,
were arrested for their alleged
involvement in running a pros-
titution from their residence,
according to police and human
rights activists.

Of the two girls rescued, one
was handed over to the custody
of Bangladesh Society for En-
forcement of Human Rights
while the other. who was found
to be mentally imbalanced, was
kept in police custody, sources
said.

Police filed a case against
Shafik and Shumi under
Women and Children Repres-
sion Prevention Act.

Fire at Bata
factory: 14
injured
By Staff Correspondent

A big fire at Bata shoe fac-
tory in Tongi partially damaged
its chemical section yesteraay
afternoon.

The medical section of the
factory said 14 people were
given first aid after the inci-
dent. Of them three were injured
seriously and they might be
admitted to hos . But the
factory officials sa@id there was
no injury.

Some fire brl%ad: personnel
also received burn injuries
while dousing the fire.

Witniesses said the fire origi-
nated after sparks from a
welding machine being used for
repairing the factory wall fell
on the pile of sacks containing
sensitive chemicals.

[t immediately spread to the
factory wall and other areas.
Several hundred panicky fac-
tory employees started running
every directions for an escape.

A large section of the factory
walls and roofs were burnt to
ashes.

The damage could not be as-
sessed immediately. Bata offi-
cials who were present during
the fire rtfusch to make any

comment about losses of the
factory.

Electrician

shot in city
By Staff Correspondent

An electrician was shot by
muggers while he was doing
work in an under-construction
building at Sonargaon Road in
Dhanmondi area in the city
vesterday.

The victim was identifled as
It;.ablu. 22. son of Bellal Matob-

ar.

The incident took place at
about 3 pm. The gang opened
fire Indiscriminately when
conlractor Mahbub refused to

ay them. Lablu sustained bul-
et injuries in his head. He was
sent to the Dhaka Medical Col-
lege Hospital.
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Forelgn Minister Abdus
Samad Azad yesterday de-
scribed the extra ordinary
Ministerial Meeting of Indian
Ocean Rim Association of Re-
gional Cooperation (IOR-ARC)
which just ended in Muscat.
Oman as a “hiEhly successful”
meet, reports ;

It is expected to pave the way
for greater interaction amon
the member states for mutua
benefit in a variety of fields,
said Azad who led a four-mem-
ber delegation to the two-day
meeting of IOR-ARC.

Five new members including
Bangladesh were formally ad-
mitted to the regional body
formed in March 1997. The
other new entrants are [ran,
chelles, Thalland and UAE.
and China were admitted as
dialogue partners in the Muscat
meeting. Egypt and Japan were
earlier taken in with the status
of dialogue partners. While
Pakistan wants to become at
full member, France is eager to

join as dialogue partner only.

the fo minister said,

Talking to newsmen at the
Ministry of Foreign Aflairs on
his returmn from Oman after at-
tending the meeting, Azad said
the growing Interests of other
countries to become members

and others willing to get dia-
logue partnership, reflected the
increasing importance the As-
soclation enjoys.

Dwelling on IOR-ARC, the
foreign minister said it is basi-
cally an economic grouping
whose main objectives are Lo

romolte sustained growth and

alanced development of the
region, create common ground
for regional economic coopera-
tion and facilitate trade and in-
vestment in the member states
through lowering of trade bar-
riers and promoting close in-
teraction among the business
community and academic group
in the member states.

The assoclation has two
other organs, the Indian Ocean
Rim Business Forum (IORBF)
and the Indian Ocean Rim Aca-
demic Group (IORAG) which
meet regularly and interact
with the committee of senior of-
ficials for formulation and {m-
plementation of the lpulicim
and work programme of the as-
sociation.

Azad said that during the
ast two years the assoclation
1as Identified trade and in-
vestment as the driving force of
the nascent organisation and
has made commendable

News

' Dhaka places high priority on trade
and investment agenda of IOR-ARC

Samad Azad returns from Muscat meet

- T 0

progress In its short existence
so lar.

The Muscat meeting, the
Foreign Minister sald endorsed
the report of the working group
on trade and investment “nd
acknowledged that trade, in-
vestment and economle
achlevement will be the yard-
stick of success ol the Associa-
tion.

Azad, who addressed the In-
augural session of the meeting
on Saturday, spoke of the im-
portance Bangladesh attaches
to IOR-ARC and placed high
priority on the trade and in-
vestment agenda of the assocla-
tion. ;

During his star.
Minister held bila

the Foreign
teral meet-

ings with his counterparls of

India, Iran, Indonesia,
Mozambique and Deputy Prime
Minister of Yemf:n. \

Replying to a question, Azad
sald Bangladesh supports Mid-
dle-East peace progress, but has
not changed its attitude with re-
gard to extending recognition to
Israel even though four OIC
states have cstablished ties
with the Jewish state. He denjed
having met Israeli officiai In
Bangkok recently as reporte .l in
Israeli press.

JAKARTA, Jan 24 : Indone-
sian President Abdurrahman
Wahid has expressed confi-
dence the problems in the
country’'s major trouble spots,

the province of Aceh and the
Maluku islands, would be re-
solved by March, reports said
today, says AI'P.

'l expect the problems in
Aceh to be solved by this March
and | hope Ambon (will be
solved) sooner.,” Wahid was
quoted by the Media Indonesia
newspaper as telling the private
RCTI television station in an
interview Sunday night.

Ambon is the capital of the
Maluku islands, where more
than 1,800 have died in clashes
between Muslims and Chris-
tians over the past year. -

Wahid said a resolution to
the Aceh i)rnblem, where vio-
lence involving security forces
and separatist rebels and their
supporters has mounted amid
calls for a vote on self-rule, will
di:pen_d on the wish of the peo-
ple.

"Referendum, [ine. No refer-
endum, all right,” he said.

He denied accusations the
government had been too slow
in handling the country’s trou-
ble spots.

‘It has never been easy. Il
takes time." he said.

Nine more people were killed
in Aceh Saturday and Sunday,
ahead of talks between Wahid
and Acehnese community lead-
ers in the Aceh city of Sabang
on Tuesday:.

Fresh Muslim-Christian vi-
olence also erupted in Maluku
Sunday, leaving at least 22 dead
a day before the scheduled visit
there Monday by Vice President
Megawati Sukarnoputri, who
has been officially tasked with
handling the trouble.

Wahid has ruled out a vote
on independence for Aceh, say-
ing a referendum would only
address whether people want to
implement Sharia (Islamic law)
and a broad autonomy scheme.

Aceh was promised auton-
omy by Indonesia's first presi-

. dent Sukarno and his predeces-

Dr Yogi Mehrotra, Vice-Chairman, IHCL (3rd from left)
explaining different aspects of Apollo Hospital Project in
Dhaka. From left to right are Chocalingam, GM of IHCL,
Sashidhar, Architect of IHCL, Bob Kundanmal, Chairman
STS, DJM Meegoda, President of VBL and Muttupulle,

CEO of VBL.
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Indian envoy
calls on

Food Minister

Indian High Commissioner
to Bangladesh Deb Mukharjee
called on Food Minister Amir
Hossain Amu yesterday and ex-
changed views on bilateral and
common Issues of interest, re-
ports UNB.

They expressed the hope that
the raatinnahip between the
two countries would be further
strengthened in future, said an
official handout.

Madhu Mela
begins
today

By Our Correspondent

JESSORE, Jan 24; Madhu
Mela-2000, a week-long festival
marking the 176th birth an-
niversary of Poet Michael
Madhusudan Dutta begins at
village Sagardari under Ke-
shabpur thana tomorrow.

Education Minister ASHK
Sadique will inaugurate the
festival at 10.30 am.

State Minister for Power,
Energy and Mineral Resources
Prof Rafiqul Islam, Tabibur
Rahman Sardar, Khan Tipu
Sultan, All Reza, and Shah Ha-
diuzzaman, among others, will
attend the inaugural function.

Secretary of the Cultural
Affairs Ministry Syed Abdur
Rob will preside.

Joint venture
hospital project
1N City

A Tk 144 crore joint venture
hospital project is going to be
implemented in Dhaka. STS
group which promoted the In-
lernational School, Dhaka at
Basundhara Is the promoter of
the Hospital, says a press re-
lease.

Vanlk Bangladesh Ltd (VBL)
which is playing the role of in-
vestment advisor to the Project
made a presentation to banks
and financial institutions at a
local hotel yesterday.

Apollo Hospitals Group of
India. one of the largest health
care provider in South Asia,
will manage the Hospital,

Social Welfare
Alumni Assoc

reunion

The annual reunion of for-
mer students of the Institute of
Soclal Welfare and Research of
the Dhaka University will be
held on February 18 at Ramna
Restaurant in the city,

All the former students
along with their spouses and
children have been Invited to
Join the annual gathering,

Interested alumni of the in-
stitute are requested to confirm
their bookings by Febru 10,
For detalls, contact dus
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Shahid lg;:l'mogvd “(‘i;nerﬁ Sec-
'ﬂll!', C e ¢ umni
Association. (Phone: 9116184
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Aceh, Maluku problems will be
resolved by March: Wahid

sor Suharto, but troops have
been [ighting rebels there since
the 1970s.

The talks will be held on
tiny Weh island off the north-
ern tip of Sumatra, for security
reasons, officials said.

Meanwhile, preparations for
a planned consultative congress
on the future of the troubled In-
donesian province of Aceh are
nearing completion, partici-
pants said today on the eve of a
visit by President Abdurrah-
man Wahid to the region.

“There has already been a lot
of progress,” said Amin Aziz, an
academic who has been active
in preparing the congress,

The planned conference, ex-
pected to take place early next
month, is intended to bring to-
gether representatives of all
sections of societly in the oil-
rich northern province.

But it remains unclear
whether the rebels of the Aceh
merdeka (Free Aceh) Movement
(GAM) will take part. GAM is
fighting for an independent Is-
lamic state in Aceh.

Tibetan Buddhist monks perform' a prayer during a func-

tion yesterday in New

Delh1 to

welcome the 17th

Karmapa, Ugyen Trinley Dorje (background photo), who

arrived in India on January 5 after fleeing Tibet,

The

Dalai Lama has urged the Indian government to allow the
14-year-old Karmapa Lama to stay in India.) — AFP photo

War time atrocities haunt
Japan in new century

TOKYO, Jan 24 : The spectlre
of war-time atrocities threatens
to haunt Japan well into the
new century, analysts said to-
day, after denials of lh? Nan-
jing massacre triggered fury in
China, reports A.Fgﬁ

China delivered a verbal on-
slaught against Japan after a
nationalist forum in Osaka on
Sunday which was addressed by
an academic who disputes
whether the 1937 massacre by
Japanese troops took place,

“Unless Japan faces the [acts
of the past and acts sincerely to
victims, it will never see a real
thaw between Japan and Its
nelghbours," said Tokyo's Hi-

totsubashl University Asian
history professor Hiroshi
Tanaka.

‘Since Japan has falled to
take full responsibility for Iits
war conduct, it still has a bill to
pay In hand," said Tanaka.

Aboul 250 people turned up
at the Osaka Intenational Peace
Centre in western Japan on
Sunday for a posium enti-
tled: e Verification of the
of Nanjing: The Biggest Lie
of the 20th ¢ g
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no proof of large-scale rape and
murder by the Japanese army
when it entered Nanjing in De-
cember 1937.°

Higashinaka claimed the
toll was “certainly not the
200,000 or 300,000 figure men-
tioned In Japanese textbooks or
by Chinese and Western histo-
rians,” acr:((rdlng to the Japan
Times. |

Analysts sald such state-
ments only prolonged the fric-
tion between Japan and its
former enemies in Asia.

'l hope pruﬁrcss will be made
step by step, but we cannot be
optimistic, considering the cur-
rent situation such as the con-
ference on Sunday,"” sald
Tanaka of Hitotsubashi Unl-
versity.

“There is a wide gap belween
Japanese people ana ian peo-
ple over the past war. Some
Japanese easlly say there was
no Nanfing massacre, but how
would they feel If I someone
sald there was no atomic bomb-
ing in Hiroshima?"

Japan's wartime actions in
China have been a constant

ol B N A ).

Lankan air chief
calls on
president

Alr Marshal J Weerakk 1y,
Commander of the Sri Lanka
Air Force, pald a courtesy call
on President Justice Sha-
habuddin Ahmed at Bangabha-
ban, reports BSS.
Welcoming the distinguished
uest, President Shahabuddin

med who Is also the Supreme
Commander of the Armed
Forces, said that the existing
bond of cooperation between
the two countries specially in
the field of lralni% of Armed
Forces personnel | continue
to grow.

He also conveyed, through
the commander of Srl Lanka
Air Force, his good wishes to
President Chandrika Ku-
maratunga Bandermayeke.

Air Marshal Weerakkody
expressed his gratitude to the
honourable ?rcsldcnt for the
nice hospitality, accorded to
him during his visit here.

Chief of Alr Staff Air Vice-
Marshal Jamal Uddin Ahmed
and Secret to the Presidznt
Mohammad Ismaill Hossain
were present.

Earlier, the Sri Lanka Alr
Force Commander visited the
Shikha Anirban (the Eternal
flame) at the Dhaka Canton-
ment. He placed a floral wreath
al the memorable and paid
hnma‘fc to the members of the
armed forces martyred during
the war of liberation in 1971.

Business house
employee
robbed

By Staff Correspondent
A gang of muggers robbed an

employee of a business house of
Tk 2,500, a cell phone, a wrist
watch and other valuables from
near the Kakrail church in the
city yesterday.

The victim was identified as
Shah Alam Chowdhury, an as-
sistant manager of Azim Group.

The incident took place at
about 7 pm when he was return-
ing to his Farm Gate residence
from his Kakrail office by an

,autorickshaw.

As the vehicle reached the
Kakrail church, the driver
stopped it on the pretext of
cleaning the plug, police said
quoting FIR.

Suddenly three peoplg ap-
peared on the scene an
side the vehicle.' They also
asked the driver to drive on,
witnesses said.

The muggers then rubbed a
liquid substance on the passen-
ger's eyes and snatched the
valuables from him.

When the autorickshaw
reached near the over-bride in
Ramna Park area, the pgang
pushed him down and sped
away.

Queens University
students’ protest

continues
By Staff Correspondent

Students of Queens Univer-

sity brought out a procession in |

Gulshan and Banani areas in

the city yesterday to press their |

21—(§mint demand which in-
cluded stopping conspiracy to
oust Vice-Chancellor.

The students are agitating
under the banner of "Queens
University Chhatra Sangarm
Parisad®. They vowed to con-
tinue their movement until a
Vice-Chancellor approved by
the President is appointed.

The students alleged that the
chairperson of the university
was trying to assume absolute
control over the administra-
tion.

Freedom fighter
Hiron dead

KHULNA, Jan 24: Mahbubul
Alam Hiron, a freedom fighter
and local Awami League leader,
died ol cardiac arrest here Sun-
day night, reports UNB.

Hiron was also the general
secretary ol Mongla Port Users
Coordination Committee.

He fell sick after his dinner
and was immediately taken to a
clinic. He died there at about
9.30 pm.

Several hundred people
rushed to his house on hearing
the death news. Leaders of dit-
ferent political parties and
businessmen of the port city
have expressed deep shock at
his denlﬁ.

Political advisor to the
Prime Minister Dr SA Malek in
a condolence message expressed
shock at the death of Hiron. He
conveyed his sympathy to the
bereaved family members and
prayed for the salvation of the
departed soul.

The namaj-e-janaza of Hi-
ron was held at the Circuit
House premises after Asr

rayers. He was later buried at
itpara graveyard.

Obituary

Mohammad Abdul Matin,
an educationist, dled of a ar-
diac arrest in the United States
recently,. He was 52, reports
BSS.

His body was flown in yes-
terday morming and his namaz-
e-janaza held at Tikatuly
Mosque. He was later buried at
his village home in My-
mensingh.

He is survived by his wile,
two daughters and a son.

Matin's qulkhwani will be
held at 27/23 KM Das Lane,
Tikatuly after Asr prayers on
January 28.

X X W X %

Sufia Amin, an expatriate
Bangladeshi singer in the USA
died of cancer in Washington on
Sunday. She was 60, reports
BSS.
A well-known radlo and
television artiste, Sufla was as-
sociated with a number of so-
clo-cultural organisations.

She left behind her husband,

two daughters and a host of rel-
atives and admirers to

LBy
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At least six people were killed
and 13 were Injured In separate
road accidents In Narsingdi,
Gazipur and Chittagong yester-
day, reports BSS.

Four people were killed and
at least three others injured in
a road accldent yesterday
morning at Moujal gus stand
under Raipura thana on
Dhaka-Sylhet highway in Nars-
ingdi.

Pollice sald the acecident oc-
curred when the driver of a
Dhaka-bound passenger bus
coming from Kishoregonj lost
control of the wvehicle and
knocked down rickshaws
standing on the road. Two rick-
shawpullers died on the spot
and two passersby succumbed
to their injuries on way to
Narsingdi Sadar Hospital and
DMCH.

The dead were identified as
rickshawpullers Montal Uddin,
55, and Alsar Uddin, 35, and
passersby Joynal Abedin, 60,
and Billal Miah, 26.

The injured were admitted to
Bhairab Hospital.

The bodies were sent to
Narsingdi Sadar Hospital for
aulopsy.

Another report from Gazipur
adds, Ashfaq Hossain Chisti,
Scientific Oflficer of Jessore
Agriculture Research Centre,

6 killed, 13 hurt in

road accidents

was killed In a road accident on

Dhaka-Gazipur road near

Bangladesh Agriculture Re-

;carch Institute (BARI) yester-
ay.

Police said Chisti, 32, who
came to take training at BARI,
was killed when a speedy bus
crushed him In front of the
BARI while he was walking
down the road. ,

The body of Chist, the fa-
ther of a minor girl, was sent to
Gazipur Sadar Hospital for au-
Llopsy. "

A case was filed al Gazipur
Sadar thana in this connection.

Meanwhile, one person was
Killed and ten others were In-
jured, three of them seriously,
when an overloaded jeep skid-
ded off the road and plunged
into a ditch at Khankanabad
under Banskhali Thana, 30
miles off Chittagong yesterday.

Police sources sald, the jeep
was going to Bashirullah Mia
Bazar from Tailardip Ferry
Ghat. The accident occurred as
the driver lost control over the
vehicle,

Abu Taleb, 30, one of the
passengers of the jeep, died.on
the spol. Three seriously injured
people including a woman were
rushed to Chittagong Medical
College Hospital. > .
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Exams: Students
submit memo

to DU VC

By DU Correspondent.

A section of students of
Dhaka University yesterday
submitted a memorandum to
the Vice Chancellor demanding
cancellation of the examina-
tions held on October 13 and 14
amid students’ strike and hold-
ing of fresh examinations.

They also brought out a pro-
cession on the campus {o press
the demand

Bangladesh Chhatra Feder-
ation (BCF), a left leaning stu-
dent organisation also brought
out a procession and held a
rally on the campus in support
of the demands

Speakers at the rally also
urged the university authorities
to introduce a 'code of conduct
for students so, that incidents
like assault on a woman during
New Year's celebrations at TSC
do not occur again

i

Actress Sarah Jessica Parker
reacts after winning a
Golden Globe award for Best
Performance by an Actress
in a Television Series-Com-
edy for her role in "Sex and
the City" at the 57th An-
Golden Globe Awards

nual

in Beverly Hills, California

Sunday. — AFP photo
JS quorum

From page |

galleries requesting the re-
porters to meet Treasury Bench
Whip Mostala Rashidi Suja at
the Lobby No. 4. Only five re-
porters available at the two
press galleries obliged

Suja expressed dissatisfac-
tion over newspaper reports
about the quorum problem that
was delaying the start of busi-
ness these days.

“But delay in starting the
business was there even when
the BNP lawmakers were in the
House. The record of getting late
in business was even worse
those days,” said the Whip.

“We used to report those de-
lays, t00,” quipped a reporter.

Suja then sald the prime
minister wanted a list of re-

rters present in the press gal-
eries. When he got it, ?u: offered
the reporters tea and said the
PM would talk to the reporters
about the issue later. But the
prime minister did not.

Legal Bill

From page |

the House on Janu 31, 1999
and was later sent to the Stand-
ing Committee on the Law Min-
Istry for scrutiny. The commit-
tee placed its recommendations
on Sunday,

The House passed the bill
unanimously with lawmakers
of major opposition parties
staying away from parliament.
No member moved any motions
for amendment or for soliciting
public opinion to the bill.

Cricket

From page |

Bangladesh, winners of the

plate in South African two
ears ago, will start as obvious
avourites having won four
matches in a row.

They defeated Holland,
archrivals Kenya, Namibia and
Test babes Zimbabwe to top
Group One.

e 75-run victory against
Zimbabwe on Sunday enabled
Bangladesh to avol
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[sraech dealer
implicated in
illegal arms

export to Iran

TOKYO, Jan 24 : An Israell
arms dealer has been impli-
cated in the illegal export of
RPG-7 anti-tank rocket
launcher parts from Japan to
Iran, a newspaper sald here to-
day, reports AFP.

The Japanese firm Sun
Beam K.K.. which allegedly ex-
ported the weapons, copied the
sighting equipment {rom an Is-
raeli model bought from an Is-
raell arms dealer, said Yomiori
Shimbun

Israeli authorities appear to
be concerned that Iran, a poten-
tial threat to the country, ob-
lained data on military equip-
Israeli

ment from an arms
dealer via Japan,” said the re-
port, quoting an informed
SOuUrce.

Police declined to confirm
the story. “We know there is
such a report, but we cannot
comment on the case now,” a
Tokyo metropolitan police
spokesman said

Emajuddin

From page 1
were charged in the case fHéd
Dy the Bureau of Anti Corrup-
tion in September last year.

The Special Court Judge,
Fazlul Karim, fixed February
28 for cross examination of
prosecution witnesses

When the charges were
framed in the court, Prof
Ahmed was present on the
dock.

The court did not pass any
order regarding the charge
framed against him for misuse

of money. which said Prof
Ahmed had spent Tk 18,216
unlawtully during his visits to
Canada and Sri Lanka.

T}

The court, however. did not
accept the charges against Prof

Ahmed regarding ‘abuse of
power

"1"} 5 - -

'he prosecution also pro-
posed framing of charges

against Prof Ahmed for unlaw-
fully appointing his son in law
ASM Atikur Rahman as an As-
sociate Professor at the univer-
sity. The court turned down the
proposal

Food output

From page |

ticularly aiter the devastating
floods in 1998 which forced im-
port of 3.46 million tonnes of
food grains by the private sec-
tor, besides the public sector.
Food Ministry officials said
last year's Boro production was
very high because of extensive
cultivation as farmers tried to
recover flood losses. Agricul-
ture Ministry officials told The
Daily Star that the total area of
Boro cultivation this year will
remain around last year's.

Biswa Ijtema

From page |

devotees.

Extra beds would be ar-
ranged at the Tm;%l hospital
and a number of medical camps
would be set up at the ljtema
venue. Besides, mobile medical
teams would operate.

The ljtema will end on Jan-
uary 31 with akheri munajat

Cabinet

From page 1

in the FIR. As a result, even in-
nocent aged relatives of the
Frime accused do not get bail be-
ore the investigation Is over.
The proposed change will re-
lieve such people from undue
harassment.”

In another development, the
Cabinet also approved the draft
policy for transferring certain
public sector loss- tex-
tile mills under the ownership
of workers and employees con-
cerned.

In the face of workers'
protest against a government
decision to disinvest public seec-
tor mills, the government ear-

lier announced that workers

and employees would prefer-
ence in purchasing m mills,

The draft policy ap&mwd yes-
terday provides for the *

?,nd conditions’ for such trans- :.
er.
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