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Syria-Israel Talks on Hold: Barak Turns to Arafat

New Year faltered on many
fronts despite repeated inter-

Dhaka. Tuesday, January 25, 2000

Leave the Students Alone

RESIDENT Shahabuddin Ahmed leads a one-

Prime Minister Barak immedi-
ately turned his attention to
Palestinian sector. He hur-
riedly met President Aralat
who already had some suspi-
cion of being left out. The sud-

Peace with Syriq is likely to give Israel the needed secur“y from Syria and particularly in the
strategic Golan region and relative peace in northern Israel. Moreover, the good prospect of a peace
agreement with Syria may make the negotiations with Palestinians somewhat less difficult.

. el vention by President Clinton  withdrawal but Israel wanted  Aviv protested against the pro- ments though Secret Al- President is appar- den announcement feracli
man crusade — from the top — against political himself. The very fact that some limited sensitive areas to osetg handing ugver of Guln% to bright tcrmEd it as g.gm of entl rc;opi?ulﬁ’fmgtung pulm Prime Minister of delay of
criminalisation in any shape or form. In keeping | Ppresident Assad of Syria de- remain under joint control for yria. many' ups and downs" of Middle  back as Prime Minister Barak handing over to the Palestinian

cided not to sit face to face with
Prime Minister Barak and talk
reflected Syria's doubt about

the purpose of security. Israel
indeed wanted to Install early
warning system in Hermon

Shepherdstown talk did not
produce anything concrete, It
was not expected elther. How-

Authority the balance 6.1 per
cent of occupled land which is
nearer to East Jerusalem — the

with this overall theme on Saturday he reiterated

was preparing his people for the
his call for a consensus between the government

East peace maklnp". She also
p pull-out. He also knows that he

sald, “the lo*lc ol peace has
been compelli

ng for Israrlis, will have to give appropriate se- ,
and the opposition to abolish their student fronts :Ee ptrc; Mlet alone ;t:::]le;a c:tf m?ttll::la br;rgnd also wc?ntcd tt'n cvct;] President Cligton'ﬂ er- Arabs an Pnlegstlnlang' 1r;lm:i curity euig.mﬁg. to Israel site dealgna}t‘.ed I::y lgf P:r!t“‘f
* ¢ talk. Moreover, en set the €r as was drawn by  sonal interventions did produce : ly - tinians as the inte o

on the campus and commit themselves to having ARaa Wan obvioukly fot-Bes 5 the BHNAh. anG FYench MAn. p ce they all “genuinely desire against full Golan withdrawal, nia gral p

a working document identify-

as otherwise there would be no
ing the areas of agreements and

peace”. Though the did not
deal. President Assad's strength

their capital — also agﬁraﬂted
take place some low-level ex-

no links with them in the future. the a]rcady tense situation. Ap-

pared to be present in the talk  date authorities in 1923, But

work on the technical aspects of
the issues. President Clinton's
personal concern over the
stalemate led him to telephone

We flllly endorse the President's suggestion and and remain under constant Syria insisted on the border as disagreements. nfortunately rts would be dispatched by lies in Lebanon and particu- parently, this has been sorted
. % ressure from President Clin- stood before 1967 war. The dif- | the areas of disagreements - the land transfer would
urge the national political parties to delink them Fon to be flexible on various is- ference seems to be on — *whu"J so large that thugrc of t;l:: w$ DL L Wasglington D i o AT LR LU, SR gl;:#antakc place in about two

Prime Minister is promise-
bound to fully withdraw from
self-declared security zone in
south Lebanon by the middle of
this year. President Assad will

selves from student parties as an antidote to cam-
pus violence and deteriorating academic stan-
dards. It is the goings-on in the universities that

will control the Eastern Shore
ol the Sea of Galllee'. .

Golan Height is extremely

sues, Any way, the Impression
was, however, given that Presi-
dent Assad was nor:nﬂhyslcally
fit enough to undertake such a

weeks' time,
Later President Arafat flew

to Washington and met Presi-
dent Clinton in the White House

ments really got obscured, How-
ever, they agreed to meet again
on January 19, On return Syr-
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sociate themselves completely from the student or- say it's a part of their

ganisations then the latter would be left to plough a

made sincere efforts to fill up

Accord may not be met if the
‘the gap and keep the talks go- cor y

Hezbull
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coming close to settlin
ry's longest dispute”. She must
not, however, forget that this is
Middle-East dispute. The world
can only hope for the best.

However, these settlers in Golan
have thelr supporters In Israel
proper and the recent big rally
numbering about 100,000 at Tel

Thus Syria-Israel talk is on
hold and January 19 has passed
by. The White House Is very
concerned about the develop-

the process in 1977 when late
President Anwar Saadal visited
Jerusalem and addressed the |s-
raelli parliament.

somewhat less difficult.
However, to offset the pre-

sent setback, apparently a tem-

porary one, in the Syrian track

Power Tussle in BJP : RSS on the Rampage

Praful Bidwai writes from New Delhi

"~ Government emplt;yees should not be allowed to Join the RSS. Doing so is tantamount to
liquidating the objectivity, impartiality and legitimacy of the state. And yet, Mr Vajpayee has
brought matters to such a pass that he can no longer restrain the sangh.

————

ainful price the Israelis would |
ﬁnve to pay for peace with!
Syria. But as the talk pro-
gressed Syria pressed for full

counsel.
A whole range of benefit is derivable from a

compliance with the president's advice. The traf-
ficking of money, arms and outsiders into the aca-
demic premises can be halted with a greater force
when no student group will be able to claim any
link to a political party. Feudings and fights on
leases and contracts will diminish. In fact, it will
have a salubrious effect on the entire law and order
situation.

When the elections are nearing, the political
parties may be somewhat averse to the idea; but
again, this is the right time for them to prove their

The RSS is accountable to no
democratic institution or pro-
cess. It dominates each member
of the sangh combine. This
domination is ideological and
organisational, functional and
structural.

Chennal national execu-
tive is simple: the inner-
party tussle between hardcore
government supporters and or-
ganisational loyalists is not
over. It took more than two

THE message from the BJP's

i

bona fides in the matter.

weeks to finalise the text of the
“Chennai Declaration®™. And
yet, confusion still reigns over

The RSS's assertion at its
January 7-9 "sankalpa shibir”

ship and praying there. So long
as their use does not violate the

minorities. It is infusing com-
munal poison into education,

ban be lifted all over India. It
argues this is a “colonial”

The RSS dodges account-
ability by saying it is only a
“cultural® organisation. But

P li : Da.ll er the relationship between the that the Ram temple is very = peace or municipal byelaws, no  culture and the media—witness legacy, like banning the “cultural® organisations do not
TI' C O ce 11 g party's agenda and the NDA's. much on the parivar’s agenda  restriction can be placed on the wholesale appointment of Congress during the Raj~This {s prescribe political agenda, eco-
RONICALLY. the failure to act against pdlluting' This metgl.ns“lh;: guvelrn:?ez;- \Tusbtu tell Mr V?ggayeehwhio is thu:a-n'llt.i The{reﬂis (iert&inlj)i‘_! nio pr0~RSStw?¢-chanBjeI}]Trs. h.‘:}- nnnser:se. TheblR?_ﬁi oes not nomic policies, “social engi-
AALLT, . talists, with all their clout, do the boss, as was emphasis on. question of prior state authori- rassment of non- ouraal- remotely resemble the pre-1947  neering”, or swadeshi brands.
vehiecles has started telling on the traffic depart- not yet prevail over the organi- the Jana Sangh-BJP link. sation for their construction. ists — and to co-uptin% the upper Congress. In 1948, after Gand- ‘Ihe.g-RSS ideology is incom-
ment itself with 30 per cent of its pfrsonnel laid sationalists. et 1 nghils column argues that the In practice, the U.P. govern- crusts of different classes, in- hi's assassination. it was patible with the Constitution
' ey "Declaration” s a

low with jaundice, allergic reaction, and renal,
cardiac and respiratory complications. Two offi-
cials have already died, one of cardiac arrest, while
on duty. The situation speaks of sustained derelic-
tion of duty as regards enforcement of pollution
control measures: and it forebodes not only an
imminent environmental disaster but also a total
collapse of the regulatory system. Intriguingly and,
needless to say. unfortunately, even at this crucial
juncture, the approach sounded perfunctory. In-
stead of taking definitive steps to minimise air
pollution, the authorities distributed air-filter
masks among on-duty traffic personnel, some
1,000 of them. Constant exposure to polluted air
naturally has rendered the filters dysfunctional
and in need to be replaced. What beats our sensibil-
ity is their failure to fathom the gravity of the situ-
ation. How can they be so myopic while mapping a
redressal plan that goes nowhere near striking at

ulators’ temporary exit.

1 impasse,

of leaded petroleum and outlined a plan to phase
out two-stroke scooters, we welcomed the decisions
with a reservation; for the latter was loose-ended
with a five-year time-frame. However, as usual, the
implementation got off to stuttering start. Revival
of the country’'s lone refinery still remains a far
cry while import of leaded petroleum has not
stopped. The rise in number of two-stroke scooters
has not been arrested while faulty vehicles ply the
city streets with impunity. Enforcement lethargy
has now started taking its toll after the traffic reg-

the meter-readers, With a dishonest meter-readers
and unscrupulous users in league reduction of sys-

The original
read: “Each and every activist ...
must fully understand that the
BJP has no agenda other than
the common agenda of the
NDA". But this was amended to
express “confidence that every
BJP worker understands that
our agenda for governance is
the national a%enda for good
governance "— clearly a retreat.

However, the original for-
mulation mysteriously resur-
faced in the document released
to the media on January 13!

This indicates an uneasy
stalemate and tension within
the sangh parivar. This is un-
derscored g the RSS's strong
criticism of the
"capitulation” to the IC-814 hi-
jackers—publicly echoed twice
by Mr L K. Advani —, sarasang-
hachalak Rajendra Singh's re-
fusal to endorse the NDA's per-
formance, and his vituperation

overnment's:-

ggredsively exploiting
the BJP's internal stalemate,
and Mr Vajpayee will find it dif-
ficult to counter it.

The.  RSS stamp is starkly
visible in the two states where
the BJP rules, viz. Uttar
Pradesh and Gujarat. U.P. has
just rammed through the Regu-
lation of Public Religious Build-
ings and Places Bill, which
prohibits construction of
churches, mosques and temples
without prior government sanc-
tion. The legislation, it was
claimed, is necessary to check
“ISI activists” — a euphemism
condemning the minorities.

The Bill violates the freedom
of religion guaranteed by Arti-
cle 25 of the Constitution. This
is a fundamental right, which
cannot be abridged being gart of
the Constitution’'s Basic Struc-
ture.

Every citizen has the right to

ment will condone illegal tem-
les — as it regularly does—but
an mosques, madrassas, and
churches. This Is majoritarian-
ism, not democracy with its
universal rights lor everyone.

The proposed law would . 1rn
our minorities into second-
class citizens, who must live in
constant fear of being dubbed
“IS1 _agents” or surrender all
rights to a whimslical state.
That is a despicably communal
thing to do.

In Gujarat, India’s mosl
communalised state. it is the
RSS that rules. There is sys-
tematic anti-minority violence.
Today's targets are Muslims
and non-tribal Christians, be-
sides Christian ativasis In
South Gujarat. The permission
E;anted to the Hindu Jagran

anch to build a temple next to
a church at Halmodi in Surat
exemplifies the state’s commu-

cluding OBCs.

There is very little political
resistance to this. As my recent
visit to Gujarat showed, it is not
easy for the minorities or non-
BJP supporters to live there
with dignity.

The BJP in Gujarat has now
surpassed itself by lifting a 14-
year-old bdn ‘on government
employees ‘joining the RSS.
Now, all state employees, in-
cluding policemen, can get
communally indoctrinated
with official' complicity, and
then discharge their duties —
impartially of coursel

The ban was imposed on 14
organisations in the wake of
serious communal distur-
bances. Removing it only in re-
spect of the RSS sends out a
horrifying signal. The timing
coincides with the “sankalpa
shibir® attended by 30.080

——

publication in ' these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letiers |
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
| tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and
address.

certainly be termed as an
equally important cause for

that some business leaders In

Bangladesh have arranged the

—4 Businessmen's Conlerence,

are feared to have died or in-
jured due to lack of discrimina-

sia, Vladimir Pulin, seems to
have chosen the Chechen the-
atre as the stage to recover Rus-

sian honour and vowed to win
this war whatever be the mili-
tary -and civilian casualties.
Winning this war is important
for Putin's own prospect of
winning the presidency in the
coming elections. While the
compulsions are understood,
yet to an outside observer, the
ferocity and intensity of the
conflict amounts to extermina-

the current military strife in
Chechnya, and that crimes

~.On thé other hand, it is for
Russia which itself is in transl-
tion to find a realistic and

durable way of keeping its parts
together without further disin-
tegration. This will demand
enormous flexibility and prag-
matism from a regime that is
not particularly applauded for
its readiness to compromise na-
tional :ﬁn and sense of honour
especially so soon after losing
its erstwhile empire. Yet, that
challenge cannot be muddled

carrles stereo cameras for, le-
tailed pictures of city aerial

F

OPINION

banned by none other than Val-
labhbhai Patel.

The ground cited by Patel
remains valid even today:
unique danger from the secret,
cabal-like. group which aims
“to suborn” all agencies of the
state in pursuit of communal-
ism.

This is what the RSS is.try-
irag to do in the police, military,
education, science, and now
arts and culture. The RSS is
Emfnundly undemocratic. It

as never held an election. All
its appointments are top-down.
It demands absolute, total, loy-
alty from its members. It is an
exclusive all-male organisation
dedicated to communalising
Indian society.

and with democracy. Its mem-
bership clashes violently with
the responsibilities of a civil
servant, viz. acting impartiall
to uphold Constitutional val-
u€es.

Government employees
should not be allowed to join
the RSS. Doing so is tanta-
mount to liquidating the objec-
tivity. fmpartiality and legiti-
macy of the state. And yet, Mr
Vajpayee has brought matters
to such a pass that he can no
longer restrain the sangh. It
would be a surprise if the RSS
does not start asserting itself on
Kashmir and economic policy
too.

So much for Hindutva's *
liberal™ face!

on “Hindu cowardice™ — repeat- enjoy and practise religious nalisation. swayamsewaks, including chief o » = .
| the root of the problem? ing a Muslim-communal : freedom through, among other The Gujarat BJP's agenda is  minister Keshubhai Patel. POllthS Of Identlty
-_ When the government imposed a ban on import stereotype. things, building places of wor- not confined to terrorising the The RSS demands that the

Mohammed Masum

Man is endowed with reason.
Which is an attribute of con-
science that implies the exis-
tence of an inner cognitive
agency which allows us to ar-
rive at moral and ethical truths
and to judge moral states of af-
fairs what aided men to be a ra-
tional human being. In this set-
ting modern political ideas as
constitutional government,
consent in political decision
making, the right of political
and legal representation, the
power of adjudication and ju-

particular ﬁeug:olnt on il-

cal matters. 'Politics of reli-

with all its perniclous implica-

tions. It is obvious that talking
in terms of cultures in politics
is fundamentally discrimina-
tory. Fundamentalism and
racism both in this periphery
are abominating. Both lead to
reactionism. Anyone would be
alarmed at how remorselessly
seHish and narrow-interest
ethnic, cultural, religious ha-
tred can, in fact, lead to mass
destructiveness.

Our country has already suf-
fered a lot at the pulpit of this
identical

-

{whlch Is meant a politics in
which its citizen is judged by

ofdunn_ ship of the same e state.

¢
ion’ or ‘politics of culture' are
tems loss is a far cry. Then again the government | another public movement, We  %4i5n The civillan population, against’ civilans are being  maps. . ; what he or she does rather than
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5 . ' ] f th : city has reached is alarming, to  body should work together to tunity to make a show of its find a way out before further | constitute a variety of preemi- on the other hand, the upheaval y
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° we're made to breathe is indeed  operate to make the conference | ights everywhere. Then will ' notion of the present day wel- ular nature — is to be aban-

DESA in a Quagmlm poisoning us slowly and it can ftﬂ?y suceessful. Ironically; this the international community fare state rationally be based on  doned. Violence of any kind
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