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Following the
foolsteps

By Nazmul Ashraf

“Don’t think that I'm leav-
ing now... None should leave the
House,” said Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina to her col-
leagues in the Treasury Bench
while going out of the parlia-
ment's main chamber at
10.50am yesterday.

However, she did nol came
back until House was adjourned
at 1. ;

Hmrds worked for some-
time though. Some 80 lawmak-
ers she left In the House stayed
back, although many of them
shuttled between the House and
the lobbles.

But they started sneakin
probably sensing that the P
who is also the Leader of the
House Is not going (o come back.

The number soon came down
to 70 and then 60, the minimum
requirement for a quorum. By
the time the sitting was over,
there were only 40 MPs.

Nevertheless, the presence of
the prime minister for the sec-
ond consecutive day yesterday
further eased the quorum crisis.

Hasina entered the House at
9.40am. five minutes after
thuty Speaker Abdul Hamid
di

Once the prime minister left,
the Deputy Speaker who was
residing the House followed
Et’:i‘ eight minutes later, hand-
ing over the chair to Panel
Chalrman Ali Ashraf.
Soon alter the session began,
a messenger came Lo the press

>ce page 11 Col7

Clinton to visit
Bangladesh
in Mar: FM

Foreign Minister Abdus
Samad Azad yesterday con-
firmed US President Bill Clin-
ton's visit to Bangladesh in
March, reports UNB.

"I confirm that President
Clinton will visit Dhaka in the
second halfl of March this year
and there is no doubt abou: it.”
fie told reporters at a briefirg at
the Forelign Office on his return
from Oman.

ddy morning from Muscat
where he attended the two-day
extra-ordinary meeting of the
Council of Ministers of Indian
Ocean Rim Association for Re-
gional Cooperation {(IOR-ARC).
Asked a t the specific date
of Clinton's visit to Dhaka, the
Foreign Minister said the date
and programme will be an-
nounced by the US side.

Tremor shakes
Ctg again

From Our Correspondent

CHITTAGONG. Jan 24: A
mild tremor jolted the port city
of Chittagong again this morn-
ng The tremor that occurred at
7.29 in the moming lasted for
20 seconds.

The epicentre of the tremor
was some 180 kms off the port
city while the direction could
not be learnt, said Met office
SOUrces.

The intensity of the tremor
was mild and no damage was
reported by the Met office.

The tremor occurred only 25
hours after the one that rocked
the city yesterday morning.
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in futility

Khaleda snubs call to shun hartal

Opposition leader Khaleda
Zia has rejected the business
community's appeal for a dia-
logue with the government and
called upon them to join the
current oust-government move-
ment.

“Instead of requesting BNP
to sit for dialogue, you the
government to resign and hand
over power to a caretaker gov-
ernment as per the Constitu-
tion”, she said.

She was addressing a Busi-
nessmen's Conference at Os-
many Memorial Auditorium in
the city on Its concluding day
yesterday.

By Staff Correspondent

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina addressed the confer-
ence on the list day, where she
renewed her dialogue offer to
the O ition.

Thﬂ?g‘idcratlnn of Bangla-
desh Chamber of Commerce
and Industries (FBCCI), orga-
nised the conference to foster a

Secallopage6

dialogue between the govern-
ment and the Opposition to end
their stand-off and resolve the
political crisis.

Khaleda Zia sald, "The cur-
rent situation does not permit
holding of any dialogue with
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Sewer#ge discharge flows down the Buriganga River near

Babubazaar.

—Star photo by AKM Mohsin

the government as it is not sin-
cere lor a political settlement,
and has destroyed the atmo-
sphere for talks®.
The BNP Chalirperson and
former prime minister said op-
osition parties have already
aunched a one-point oust-gov-
ernment movement. Resigna-
tion of the government is the
only solution now to restore
peace, political stability and
ensure development.
~ Business leaders at the con-
lerence requested the Opposi-
tion leader to accept the offer
for dialogue and find out alter-

See Page 12 Col 1
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Leader of the Opposition in Parliament Khaleda Zia talking to BNP leader and former
(L) and FBCCI President Abdul Awal Mintoo (R) before addressing the Busine

Légal Assistance
Bill 2000 passed

By Staff Correspondent

The Jatiya Sangsad passed a
bill yesterday paving the way
for free legal aid to the disad-
vantaged section of the society.

Under the new law, the state
will finance lawyers for those
who are needy, hapless and un-
able to get justice for various
soclio-economic reasons.

Such people can now apply
to court for legal assistance
from the state. A state-financed
panel of lawyers will come in
aid to the deserving persons af-
ter scrutiny of their applica-
tions by a committee.

Law Minister Abdul Matin
Khasru piloted the bill titled
"The fLegal Assistance Bill,
2000."

Seeking passage of the bill,
he described the new law as a
“milestone” In upholding peo-
ple's fundamental rights as pre-
scribed in the Constitution.

He said the law would ensure
legal protection to 65 per cent of
the population who could not
afford legal assistance to ad-

. dresa th#e *rlevinoss, -

The minister told the House
that an extensive publicity
campaign through media would
be launched to inform espe-
cially the disadvantaged sec-
tion of the society of the new
law. Legal aid comimittees had
been formed in 61 of the 64 dis-
tricts to this end, he added.

The bill was introduced in

See page 11 Col7
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finance minister Saifur Rahman
ssmen's Conference in the city yesterday.
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ISI activities: Dhaka brushes
aside Delhi’s charges

Bangladesh has categori-
cally brushed aside the oft-
sounded Indian complaint that
Pakistani intelligence agents
are operating from Bangladesh
territory into India, UNB quot-
ing sources said.

The Indian delegation, dur-
ing the meeting of the Joint
Working Group of Dhaka and
Delhi, yesterday alleged that
some Pakistani Inter Service
Intelligence (ISI) activities. es-
pecially in their trouble-torn
northeast, were carried out
from this side of the border.

But Dhaka denied outright
the allegation saying it doesn't
patronise any intelligence op-
eration of any other country.
‘There is no camp or activities
of the ISl or any other foreign
intelligence agency in
Bangladesh.” meeting sources
quoted them as s: l;qng'.

They also told the visiting
e delegation 10, T 8rm
Whakadl they could specifically
tdetect dAny acts being carried out
by the Pakistani security outfit
Irom the Bangladesh territory.

Bangladesh will not give a
single inch of its land to anv
country to conduct subversive
acts in a third country,” the del-
egation said allaying India's
concern at a time when they are
facing heightened tension and
skirmish at the border with

Pakistan

M Janibul Haq, joint secre
tary (political) of the Home
Ministry, is leading the home
side in the two-day meeting af
the state puest house Padma. A
seven-member Indian delega
tion is being headed by a joint
secretary (northeast), GK Pillaj

The sources said the othes
things that came up during the
five-hour meeting were matters

ol mutual interest as well as the

ways ol resolving the outsta. d
ing issues for further improving
the bilateral relations between
the two close neighbours.
Bangladesh said barbed-wire
[encing along the border by In

Charges framed
against
Emajuddin

BY Court Correspondent

The Divisional Special Court
in the capital yesterday formally
charged lormer vice chancellor
of Dhaka University Prof Ema
juddin Ahmed with illegally ad-
mitting students to the univer

SIty.

Prol Ahmed along with
Halizul Islam, director of social
welfare and research institute.

See page | | col 8

dia would aflect the bilateral

ties. They also suggested resolv
ing the border disputes on vari-
ous points for belterment of the

existing relations

As they talked securily mea-

sures inside the respective terri
lories and alongside the fron-
tiers. Bangladesh oflicials in-
lormed that illegal arms and
ammunition were coming from
India
[They suggested the Indian
' check it at the borde:
ind destroy the sources of the
1],"1_&.'| arms and ammunition. a
Lhreat o public safety for pe

1 I:...?:’. the countnes

Dhaka 1].‘-%-1 called Uup n New
Delhi to check cross-border
low ol the narcotic drug. pheén-
sidvl

IThe meetling sources said

both Bangladeshi and Indian
ilicials said that a joint effort

s necessary to check traffick.

Mg Women and ehvaren

Many women and children of
Bangladesh are trafficked over
to India

Another matter discussed
was problem in getting Indian
1sas by the Bangladeshi people.
The rigidity should be removed
for the sake of the excellent
bilateral relations,” the sources
quoted the host side as teYing
the Indians.

Cabinet approves
changes in
Woman & Child
Repression
(prevention) Act
By Nurul Kabir

The Cabinet yesterday ap-
proved a law ministry proposal
to re-wrile certain provisions of
the Women and Children Re-
pression (Prevention) Act, al
lowing courls to award seven

years' imprisonment for filing
lalse cases under he law.
Hesides, it also ":E‘:;.}'Ed dan-
other change in the law.
widening the courts’ scope for
granting bail to women and
| aged and sick people, Cabinet
SOUICES Sc 1d
Under the original law made
In 1995, courls trying such
1ses do not have the authority
(o grant bail to any accused be-
fore the end of investigation.

"With the proposed changes, the
tribunals concerned will enjoy
the-authority to grapt ball to

| Women and Aged and Sick per-
sons before the investigation is

compiete. In that case, the court
has to hold a hearing of both
the sides.” said a top official of
the law ministry

Explaining reasons behind

the {lexibility, the official said,
“Under the law. the aggrieved
side usually implicates even
relatives ol the prime accused

Seepage 11 col 8
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Traffic jam eases, breat

Most of city's 2-stroke vehicles keep off roads

Air pollution and traffic jam
in the city have drastically de-
creased as most of the estimated
75.000 two-stroke vehicles and
thousands of illegal rickshaws
Kept off the roads for the second
day yesterday to escape the on
going police crackdown.

Tralfic departsient officials
sald they have already filed
more than 4,000 cases against
lwo-stroke vehicles for emit-
ting black smoke and not hav-
ing required papers and
crushed several thousand {lle-
gal rickshaws on the spot.

Thousands of autorickshaws
which were mainly responsible
for air pollution in the capital
have stopped Elying fearing ac-
tion under the special drive
launched by police after the Eid.

The officials also said au-
torickshaw drivers also re-
sorted to violence and barri-
caded roads at some places as

By Morshed Ali Khan

action was being taken for not
having valid documents.

An official of DMP's traffic
department said that they were
finding difficuities in taking

Plate semis

Bangladesh play
Ireland today

Sports Reporter

Bangladesh will take on fel-
low ICC associate member Ire-
land in the World Youth Cricket
Championship plate group
semifinal at the Walagedara
Stadium In the north eastern
Sri Lankan district of Kurune
Galla today.

The day's other semifinal is
between Group Two champions
South Africa and Zimbabwe.

See page 11 Col7

action as many of the drivers
produced ‘either fake or inade-
quate documents’,

“Some of them produced old
receipts issued by traffic
sergeants who seized all their
documents for traffic offence.”
he said.

"Many of the autorickshaws
do not have insurance, road
Eermlt and most of the drivers

ave fake driving licence, " he
added.

According to official
records, there are 30,000 legal
autorickshaws in the city. At
present only the legal ones were
plying the city streets and the
rest have gone off the roads,.
another official pointed out .

About 100 illegal rickshaws
were bulldozed at Mirpur Sec-
tion-10 in the city yesterday.

Sources concerned said there
are about four lakh illegal rick-
shaws in the city.

Food output may rise
by 1m MT this year

By

f"'ood production in the coun-
try during the current financial
year is projected at 22.33 mil-
lion tonnes, one million tonnes
higher than that in the last fi-
nancial year. olficial sources
said.

The production in the last
financial year was 21.35 mil-
lion tonnes.

Higher productisn during
the current 19999-2000 finan-
cial year Is due to good yield of
Aus crop and bumper produc-
tion of Aman, they said.

In view of the increased do-
mestic production and an all
time high food stock In silos
this year, the government has
abandoned a budgetary plan to
import live lakh tonnes of food
i_:rains in the current fiscal,
ood ministry officials said.

Food import under the pri-
vale sector has also fallen dras-
tically. Less than one million
tonnes have so far been Im-

Reaz Ahmad

ported under the private sector
in first half of the current fi-
nancial year, they said.

Production of Aus, the year's
first rice crop. rose to 1.73 mil-
lion tonnes from last fiscal's
1.62 million tonnes.

A bumper yield of over 9.5
million tonnes of Aman, the
second crop. also surpassed last
year's 7.74 million tonnes

Two other major crops
Boro (paddy) and wheat -- are in
growing slage now. Boro pro-
duction is expected to be around
9.2 million tonnes, a good har-
vest by any standard though
much lower than the last sea-
son’'s record yield of 10.5 mil-
lion tonnes. Wheat production
has been estimated to be around
last year's 1.9 million tonnes,
they said.

Experts say it is a phenome-
nal growth this year and a great
reliel for the government, par-

See page 1] col 8
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Preparations for Ijtema
nearing completion

By Ra

Preparations are nearing
completion for the three-day
Biswa Ijtema at Tongi, begin-
ning on January 29,

e I|Jtcma Is considered the
second largest religious congre-

ﬁaliun of the Muslims, next to
a

Rlnrc than 90 per cent of
preparations for the annual
congregation has already been
completed, sald a leader of
theTablig Jamaat which organ-
ises il
Work started about a month
?jgn for erecting a massive pan-
al at the ljtema ground on the
bank of the river Turag for ac-
commodating around two mil-
Hon devotees from home and
abroad. Several hundred Tablig
Jamaat volunteers have been
working round the clock for

completing the fbanda.mn time.

’T“ihr-y sald the p has
been expanded the 165-
acre ljtema grou se Lthey
expect a larger turmout this
year. The number of devo at-
tending the congregation, held
every year since 1964, {8 In-
creasing steadily,

The ljlema venue was shifted

_ nearby
) | Pagar area in 1966 as the num-

to the present site from

E S . i

L

Hasan

ber of participants greatly in-
creased.

The [irst congregation was
attended by only about 4000
people. recalled Chandler Ma-
Jibur Rahman who had attended
I

A separate pandal has been
erected for participants from
foreign countries. Organisers
sald devotees from about 70
counfiries are expected to attend
the Ijtema,

A large number of makeshift
bathrooms and latrines have
been set up and facilities for
supply of water made. Besides,
arrangements have been made
s0 thal devotees can use the
Turag waters.

ersonoel are setting
up three Balley bridges on the
Turag to facilitate crossing of
the river.

A number of devotees from
-abroad have already arrived.

The district administration
of Gazipur has taken steps for
maintaining law and order and
for ad transport facilities
during Ijtema.

S trains would be
WABY, S DIAES ang sa
district headquarters for the

- »

Ctg: Abduction
Alleged ring
leader held

From Our Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Jan 24:
Ayesha allas ‘Bihari Ayesha’,
the alleged leader of a Kidnap-
pers’ ring, was arrested here to-
day.

Chandonaish thana police
arrested her from a hideout at
Kanchon Nagar village this
morning. Her 13-year-old son
was also taken Into custody.

Ayesha is rcgnrtcdly ‘the
mastermind’ of the two recent
sensational kidnapping inci-
dents here.

Jeweller Rajendra Roy and
Abu Ahmed of Pativa Judge
Court were abducted allegedly
by her men last week.

The abductors demanded a
ransom of Tk 20 lakh from Abu
Ahmed and Tk 10 lakh and one
kg of gold from Rajendra Roy.

Ayesha reportedly abducted
Rajendra Roy from his jew-
ellery shop at KC Dey Road. She
allured him by sending a mes-
sage that a large order for or-
naments will be made. Her son
Shahabuddin carried the mes-
sage on January
.axesha and her men abducted

jendra alias Raju.

Raju was later rescued from
a house at Hillview R/A that
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