Transcom Electronics

Limited

Authorired dstribetor in Bangldesh for Whirlpool Applances, USA

VOL. X NO. 11 REGD. NO. DA 781

DESCO MD,

2 directors
fired

By Staff Correspondent

The Board of Directors of
Dhaka Electric Supply Com-
pany (DESCO) has terminated
three top officials of the com-
pany im:luding its managing
director.

Mana%ng Director ASM
Feroz, irector (Finance)
Mubaroak M Ali and Director
(Technical) A.B. Shaha were
fired on grounds of fatlure to
perform.

“The Board has found that
the performnance of these gen-
tlemen is very unsatisfactory.”
said a DESCO press release.

The Board took the decision
with a view (o improving the
services of the company, the re-

See Page 12 Col |

Mild tremor
rocks Ctg

From Staff Correspondent
CHITTAGONG, Jan 23: A
mild tremor rocked the port
city this morning, met office
sources said.
The epicentre of the earth-
uake was located at 146 km off
e city.
The tremor at 6:36 am lasted
16 seconds. Its intensity in
Richter Scale could not be
Known.
No report of damage was
however received, police said.
Panic-stricken residents
came out of their houses at the
time of tremor.

— Inside Today
Article

A ‘Clash of .
Civilisation’

Column: Perspectives
by Brig (Rtd) M Abdul

Hafiz
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The abortive Seattle
talks: A third world
perspective
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Business

SCCI seeks more com-
mitment for regional
development

EU holds out for quali-
ty WTO deal with
China
DSE, CSE price
quotations
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Khaleda rejects PM’s dialogue offer

Khaleda Zia

Dissolve JS, hand

over power to
caretaker govt

By Staff Correspondent

BNP Chairperson Khaleda
Zia has demanded lmm:dlatc
dissolution of the Jati
Sangsad, resignation of t c
government and hand-over of
power to a caretaker adminis-
tration to pave the way for gen-
éral elections.

She also rejected the Prime
Minister's offer for dialogue on
Opposition’'s one-point demand

said, “There is no scope for
discussions now as the govern-
ment has already lost the op-
portunity to hold dialogue.”

Dialogue can only be held
with the caretaker administra-
tion after resignation of Awami
League guvemment the Leader
of the Opposition in the Jatiya
Sangsacf and former prime
minister said.

Addressing a mammoth pub-
lic meeting at Paltan Maidan in
the city yesterday, she said
there was enough scope for

talks when the Opgnstl;,iﬂn
placed its four-point demand
The four-point demand has now
been r Elalaced by the one-point
demand for resignation of the
government, she added.

“Now there is no scope for
holding dialogue. There are
clear provision in the Constitu-
tion how to resign and hand

Editorial on page 4

over power to caretaker gov-
emment,” she said.

“If you (PM) read the Consti-
tution, you will find no neces-
sary of Kolding dialogue.

“You read the Constitution
and hand over power to a care-
taker government immediately.

People may forgive you (AL) if

you quit just now. Otherwise,
you must face people's anger,”
she added.

See page 11 col 6

The traffic department is
giving masks to some of its
1,900 police, but the number of
officers with air pollution re-
lated illnesses is increasing.

Trallic inspectors, sergeants
and policemen interviewed on
the city streets said jaundice,
allergies, kidney, heart and
respirato complications are

e to constant

said about 30 per cent of their
officers are currently ill.
"Jaundice is so common
among that the number of men
on prolonged sick leave can rise

ramp aﬁf & to cons eXpo-
sure m Hution.
Traffic department sources

By Morshed Ali Khan

to 50 per cent,” said a traffic of-
ficials. who requested
anonymity. “The problem is
aggravated during the dry sea-
son."

Traffic police spend their
eight-hour shift in one of the
most polluted environments in
the world. Air pollution peaks

in ur areas during the d
SEM 38 -

faulty and two-stroke vehicles
pourin black smoke into the

atmosphere.

The traffic department re-
cently bought about 1000 fil-
tered rnasks to distribute to its
1,100 men on the street. How-

Air pollution takes its toll

30pc officers of traffic dept fall sick

ever, the number of masks was
inadequate, and many police
complained the masks were
useless after a week.
“The [ilters need
changed [requently, and we
aren’'t able to 30 our duty, which
requires whistling, shouting or
talking to road users,” said a

e, offc it

to be

rafiic inspector.

S

masks to protect its men and
keep the city's traffic moving.
“Unfortunately, the move
wasn't very elfective because
it's difficult for a policeman to

See page 11 col 6

DESA turns a deaf ear

Arrears unpaid, system loss static

Financial performance of
Dhaka Electric Supply Author-
ity (DESA) has not improved
despite an earlier w that
it would be merged back with
the Power Development Board
(PDB) if it failed to reduce sys-
tem loss and its arrears with
PDB by July this year, sources
said.

With its ever-increasing ar-
rears with PDB, now at over Tk.
1800 crore, DESA came under
fire in recent months from the
Prime Minister, Parliamentary
Standing Committee on Energy,
Finance Ministry, Energy Min-
istry, PDB and World Bank-led
donors.

Still, DESA’'s system loss

By Sharier Khan

remained almost static at 25-26
per cent for long.

System loss is responsible

for a loss of over Tk 350 crore a

ear in the power sector. About
alf of the sy stcm loss is due to

‘theft' of powf:r consumers in

connivance with a section of
employees of PDB and DESA,
the sources said.

Though DESA authorities

took some measures against
some meter readers and
writers in recent months for
their
pilferage, there has been no sig-
nificant improvement in the
performance.

edger

involvement in power

“In the last six months, the

PDB authorities took some

measures to improve its per-
formance. DESA has also in-
troduced some measures,” said
a source in the PDB.

PDB has more than Tk 2500
crore arrears due from DESA
and other clients, which is
equivalent to its 17 -18 months
billing.

However, some top oflicials
ol PDB are also considering a
second option. “If DESA con-
tinues to perform poorly, it
might be converted into a sub-
sidiary of PDB instead of
merger. It would be easier to
implement this concept,” the
source added.

DESA is also not serious

See page 11 Col7
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Free ride

trip 18 anyone’s guess.

Train travel between Mymensingh and Bahadurabad via Jamalpur has never been easier! Thousands ride the rails
without tickets daily, flaunting authority and draining the public coffers of critical cash. The danger involved in such a

— Star photo by Mohammed Ali

Ministry mum on EC proposal

No law yet to regulate political parties

By Nurul Kabir

The Election Commission
has proposed formulation of a
law with provisions for regis-
tration of political parties, au-
diting of their funds and impo-
sition of ceiling on financial
contributions to the parties by
individuals and organisations.

The Commission sent the
proposal to the Ministry of Law
in. Ocldbér. lasti,yeam, #cting
Chief Election Commigsioner
Moshtaque Ahmed Chowdhury
told The Daily Star on Satur-
day.

The government has, how-
ever, not yet taken any decision
in this regard.

"Such a law is necessary to
dissuade individuals and
smaller groups who are not se-
rious about polls, prevent big
parties from receiving unlim-
ited amount of money from
business community and en-
sure (ransparency of the par-
lies' income and expenditure
prucess the acting CEC said,
“These would'eventually help
build a smmd democratic sys-
tem in the country.”

Defining political parties,
Article 152 Iptht Constitution
says, “Political parties include
a group or combination of per-
sons who operate within or out-

side parliament under a dis-
tinctive name and who hold
themselves out for the purpose
of propagating a political opin-
lon or engaging in any other
political activity.

But there is no law to regu-
late political parties in the
couniry in any way.

'Many cnuntnes including
India. Pakistan and even Nepal

have laws requiring political
parties to be registered with
their respective election com-
missions,” said a top EC offi-
cial. “In the absence of such a
lJaw in Bangladesh, the EC gets
exposed to certain unnecessary
complications every time the
general elections come.”

In the February 1991 gen-
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President's remarks
partly true: PM

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina candidly admitted that
political leaders should read
more to give enlightened lead-
ership to the nation, reports
UNB.

"Yes. reading and learning is
a must to do politics and govern
the country judiciously,” she
said talking to United News of
Bangladesh (UNB) yesterday.

“But the President's remarks
are partly true. This ducs not
apply to all.”

Hasina gave her view when
her attention was drawn to the
remarks by President Sha-
habuddin Af;med that the read-
ership is on the decline, which
is true in case of political lead-
ers and workers too.

Commenting on the need to

groom political leadership
right from the initial stage of
student politics the President
on Saturday said: "If they al-
ways remain busy criticising
each other and in mudslinging,
how will they have time for
reading books?"

The prime minister said:
"Reading is my hobby: when-
ever | get time, | read. When | go
to bed every night, ‘read books.
Indeed it works like a sedative.”

Replying to a question,
Hasina admitted that after as-
suming office, her busy sched-
ules of state functions steal
much of the time for reading
books.

However, in the morning af-
ter saying Fazr prayers and

See page 11 Col7

accordingly:

We Are Shifting

The offices of Che ily
be shifted to its new premises at the
Karwan Bazar by the end of this
month. Please direct all your letters
and mails to the following address

Che Baily
19, Karwan Bazar (2nd & 3rd floors)

Stur wil

tar

Dhaka -1215
Bangladesh
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YOU ARE CORDIALLY
REQUESTED TO VISIT THE
BASHUNDHARA PROJECT BEFORE

MAKING FINAL DECISIONTO BUY A PLOT
ELSEWHERE AT DHAKA CITY.
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Bashundhara offers
GOLDEN OPPORTUNITY.. ENDLESS PROSPECT..

Allotment of imited plots is fast going on
at Bashundhara on "first come first serve’ .J'(
basis. Get a land at the best area of Dhaka o !
city with unparalleled price agvantage ...

ONE-THIRD OF THE CURRENT MARKET PRICE

'  The offer is valid till 31st January. 2000

THE FOLLOWING ARE ONLY A FEW ADVANTAGES
OF BASHUNDHARA PROJECT OUT OF GOLDEN
OPPORTUNITY... ENDLESS PROSPECT...
- @-The country's largest land settlement in private sector
@ The future city-centre of Dhaka Metropolitan

he \Jdeally located in the vicinity of Baridhara Diplomatic Zone
¥ @ 2510100 ft. own road network of the project
@ Rajuk-planned 300 ft. wide road on the Northern side of the proj
. Rajuk's East Baridhara is in the Eastern side of the project

Ll

' dﬂehndtl‘latwasbougmm 1988 has
d 10 times. The present value will be
"- i faster than ever.

Now‘,rol.l decide whether to buy a plot at Gulshan, Bana or
dhm at exorbitantly high price or at Bashundhara at unthinkably low price!
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BASHUNDHARA
MODEL
RESIDENTIAL
PROJECT

For more information please contact...

. EAST WEST PROPERTY DEVELOPMENT (PVT) LTD.

(An Enterprise of Bashundhara Group)

Bhaban (4th Floor), 195 Motijheel C/A, Dhaka. Phone : 9552329,9553999, 9569795, 95697934
: 8814061, 601740, Fax : 9569172 E-mail : ewpd@bol-online.com website:www.bashundhara group.net




