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Blatter all for
Africa

ACCRA, Jan 22: The multi-
million dollar chase to land the
biggest prize in football - the
World Cup - moved into over
drive here this week as the five
bidding countries began a
worldwide tour in search of
votes, reports AFP,

“It is logical that the 2006
World Cup should be in Africa,
said Blatter, here for the
African Nations Cup which
kicks-off on Saturda;

He added that FIFA had al-
ready begun an unofficial rota-

tion system for appointing
World Cup hosts - the USA in
1994. France in 1998, South Ko-
rea and Japan in 2002.

But Blatter warned that all
would depend on the repo~* of
the FIFA evaluation comm.'lee
which is visiting the bidding
countries.

Earlier this week, committee
boss Alan Roth delivered
a severe blow to ?ll;nﬂl & dzl?xon?
hopes by saying the S
wcl:: rwi'r upytio the stiff stan-
dards set down by FIFA.

“All the stadiums in a gen-
eral manner need important re-
forms to adapt to the norms of
world football's governing
body.” said the American.

othenberg and his team

will visit Morocco and South
Africa, both vying to become
the first African nation to host
a World Cup, at the beginning of
March.

"We will know more when we
get the reports,” said Blatter.
*Then we will know which can-
didates can go on.”

But the FIFA president
stressed that he was a friend ol
Africa.

"Here | do not feel I ar in

ur home but that | am in my

ome,” declared Blatter during
:{Juint ress conference with

rican Football Confederation
(CAF) president and FIFA exec-
utive committee vice-president
Issa Hayatou.

Looking at Hayatou, Blatter
added: "I am convinced Alrican
members on the executive
committee will see to it that
this legitimate claim will be-
come a reality.”

FIFA's 24-man executive
committee, which includes four
African members, will decide
on the World Cup 2006 host in
Zurich next July.

Opposing Brazil, Morocco
and South Africa are England
and Germany.

Hayatou admitted that the
African claim could be harmed
by the fact there are two African
nations biddi:.g.

"l have tried for over a year
to try to get them to reach an
agreement so we have a s 1gle
candidate. We have no pcwer
within CAF to force one side or
the other to stand down. The
only way out is for one of the
two sides to pull out,” he said.

The CAF president adde!
that he hoped a solution can be
found by the end of April.

According to African foot-
ball sources the FIFA evalua-
tion report could be used as a
basis for a solution -~ the coun-
try getting the best report being
allowed to be the continent's
sole candidate.

Africa stars lead
anti-polio
campaign

ACCRA, Jan 22: Alrica's top
football stars launched a cam-
paign here on Friday to rid the
continent of polio by the end of
the year, reports AFP.

acked by FIFA and the
World Health Organisation
George Weah, Jay Jay Okocha,
Marcel Desailly and Abedi Pele
have banded together to make a
series of television and radio
spols to support the campaign.

"Every child in Africa has to
be vaccinated so they can have
the chance to grow up without
fear of this crippling dise \se.
Together we can do it. We | ave
kick polio out of Africa,” said
Pele here on Friday.

The WHO plan to vaccinate
125 million children under five
by the end of 200.

Hayatou re-elected
as CAF boss

ACCRA, Jan 22: |ssa Haya-
tou of Cameroon firmly under-
lined his position as the most

werful man in African foot-

all when he was re-elected as
president of the Confederation
of African Football (CAF) here
on Thursday. reports AFP.

Hayatou defeated Angolan
Armando Machado 47-4 at the
24th CAF congress to win a
fourth, four-year term. It was
the first time he had been op-
posed for the position.

But more importantly for
the 53-year-old Hayatou was
that his bid to become the first
Alfrican president of FIFA, the
world's world govcrninE bacly,
was firmly back on track.

Hayatou's residential
dreams looked to be all but de-
stroyed two years ago when he

backed UEFA chief Lennart Jo-
hansson in his bitter batlile
against Sepp Blatter to replace
Joao Havelange as FIFA presi-
dent.

A last minute switch on the
eve of the vote In Paris some
Africa delegates saw Blatter

aside the burly Swede.

Hayatou, who had ho to
deliver the African vote to Jo-
hansson, was stunned and em-
barassed and appeared to be a
spent force in Africa.

But Thursday's vote In the
Ghana captial proved that
Hayatou, also a FIFA vice-
president, was back on top.

He also increased his influ-
€nce when the congress eed
1o give more power to CAF's ex-
acull_{:;a committee. A

layatou's victory was made
ever sweeter by the fact that
Blatter was there to witness it.

When the final count was
announced Hayatou, his arm
around Machado, marched
back into the Accra Interna-
Uonal Conference Center to the
strain of a Mall folk group
singing his praises.
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FIFA president Sepp Blatter (R) discusses something with African Soccer Federation chief

[ssa Hayatou during a press conference, organised in connection with the African

Nations’ Cup in Ghana and Nigeria, in Accra on January 21.

World Cup 2006

Bidding battle reaching climax

ACCRA., Jan 22;
The multi-mil-
lion dollar chase
to land the biggest
prize in football -
the World Cup -
moved into over

drive here this week as the five
bidding countries began a

worldwide tour in search of
votes, reports AFP.

England. Morocco, South
Africa and Germany all turned
up in the Ghanaian capital to
meet African delegates at the
Alrican Football Confederation
(CAF) congress to push their
case,

Only Brazil stayed away.

With only six months before
FIFA's 24-strong executive
committee meets in Zurich to
decide the host of the 2006
World Cup the five candidates
know that one vote could decide
the outcome.

In the next five months the
five will circle the world, lobby-
ing the members of the five
other confederations that make
up FIFA.

The early leaders are South
Africa and Germany according
to FIFA and AFC sources, fol-
lowed by England, Morocco and
Brazil.

The Brazilian campaign re-
cieved a severe blow this week
when the head of FIFA's evalu-
ation committee announced
that the country's stadia were
not up to scratch.

"All the stadia in a general
manner need important re-
forms to adapt to the norms of
world football's governing
body,"” said Allan Rothenberg.

Rothenberg and his commit-
tee have already visited Eng-
land and Germany, both pass-
ing with flying colours,

They tour South Africa and
Morocco in March.

But all five know that the fi-
nal decision rests on more that
the evaluation report.

"If that was the case it would
be simple,” admitted one senior
FIFA oflicial.

"There are a lot of other fac-
tors - especially politics. The
country that best understands

—AFP photo

that has the best chance.” he

added.

Alrica’'s case that it is their
turmn to finally host a World Cup
were boosted Friday by FIFA
president Sepp Blatter.

‘It is logical that the 2006
World Cup should be in Africa,”
said Blatter, here for the
Alfrican Nations Cup which
kicks-off on Saturday.

He added that FIFA had al-
ready begun an unollicial rota-
tion system for
World Cup hosts - the USA in
1994, France in 1998, South Ko-
rea and Japan in 2002.

But Blatter's pro-African
stance is unlikely to have little
effect on FIFA's executive
committee who according to
one FIFA member is more di-
vided than it has ever been.

"Blatter does not have the
say with the executive commit-
tee that Joao Havelange had
when he was president,” said a
FIFA insider.

It is this split that convinces
England's bid boss Alec McGi-
van that the battle is far from
OVer.
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Kafelni

MELBOURNE, Jan
22 (Reuters/AP):
Defending cham-
Fion Yevgeny Ka-
elnikov crushed

unseeded Austri-
111 Koubek 6-3, 6-3, 6-4
in the third round of the Aus-
tralian Open today.

Kafelnikov, seeded second.
produced a convincing display
of controlled aggression and

recision reminiscent of the
orm which carried him to the
title last year.

Kafelnikov's flashy, all-
court game overwhelmed
Koubek. a 23-year-old left-han-
der whose best results have been
on clay.

The Russian cruised through
the first two sets in 52 minutes
and then grabbed an important
break of serve in the opening
game of the [inal set.

"I was quite relieved when
the weather turned out to be
bad,” Kafelnikov said. "I felt if I
played indoors my chances
would be a lot higher. | served
quite well enough and didn't

an St

give Stefan any chance.”

In the round of 16, he meets
Belgian qualifier Christophe
Rochus, who beat Max Mirnyi
of Belarus 3-6, 6-4, 6-3, 7-6.

No. 12 Magnus Norman took
a 5-1 lead in the third set and
then waited out the rain before
finishing a 6-4, 6-4, 7-6 victory
over fellow Swede Jonas
Bjorkman.

France's Arnaud Clement de-
feated Swiss player Roger Fed-
erer 6-1, 6-4, 6-3,

Koubek, playing in only his
fifth Grand Slam tournament,
double-faulted to give Kafel-
nikov two break points and
then clubbed a backhand long
to surrender the serve.

| the easier

The 25-year-old Russian
sealed a comfortable win in 82
minutes, with the retractable
roof over Melbourne park's
Centre Court closed after rain

| stop play on outside courts.

afelnikov Is hoping to be-
come the eighth man in the
Open era of tennis to win back-

i to-back Australian titles. The
last to do so was American Jim

Courler in 1992-93.

He is in the easier bottom
half of the men's singles draw,
away [rom tournament heavy-
weights Andre Agassi, Pete
Slampru:-. and Mark Philippous-
sis.

Nicolas Kiefer, the last re-
maining German In the men's
draw. kept his nation's hopes
alive with a straights sets win
over Moroccan Karim Alami.

The fourth seed outplayed
Alaml to win 6-3, 6-4, 6-2 In 99
minutes, advancing to the
round of 16 after the six other
Germans who entered the men's
singles falled to make it past
the second round.

Kiefer told reporters his
form was steadily improving.

‘It's my best match so far. |
didn’t make loo many mis-
takes."” he sald,

Kiefer won the Australian
Open junior title in 1995 and
reached the quarter-finals of
the senlors In 1998, the same

stage he reached at Wimbledon
the previous year.
ile all the attention has

L been on Andre Agassi and Pete

Sampras, the 22-year-old Kiefer
has quietly progressed throu

ottormn half of the
men's singles draw, dropping

just one set in three matches.
More Importantly, Kiefer
was able to remain foci:sed

throughout the match, even

when a dispirited Alami started
clowning about late in the third
set when things started to go
against him. '
Having propelled himself
into the top 10 last year with

ov, Norman win

three tour titles, Kiefer said his
aim this year was to leave his
mark on the Grand Slams, fol-
lowing in the illustrious foot-

steps of his countrymen Boris

Becker and Michael Stich.

Rus_sian second seed Yevgeny Kafelnikov plays forehand
against Stefan Koubek of Austria at the Aussie Open.

--AFP photo

American Serena Williams makes a backhand return
against Belgian Sabine Appelmans at the Australian

Open yesterday.

—AFP photo

visite
ago and described it as "a very
nice, English-type stadium”.

AUSSIE OPEN

AT AGLANCE

MELBOURNE, Jan 22 (AP):
Highlights of the day session
Saturday on the sixth day of the
Australian Open:

Weather: Intermittent -ain
with a cool temperature of 66 f
(19 Celsius).

Attendance: 32,841

Results: Men's slrﬁlcﬁ. No. 2
chgenr Kafelnikov, No. 4 Nico-
las Kieler, No. 12 Magnus Nor-
man all advanced.

Results: Women's singles,
No. 1 Martina Hingis, No. 6
Barbara Schett, No. 10 Con-
chita Martinez, No. 12 Sandrine

Testud, No. 13. Arantxa
Sanchez-Vicario and No. 16
Elena Likhovtseva all ad-

vanced,

Stat of the Day: In his loss Lo
Frenhman Arnaud Clement,
Swiss player Roger Federer hit
77 unforced errors Iin 26 games.

Quote of the Day: ’ ;‘)me
like a surprise package....bul |
love her dress though.” Martina
Hingis commenting on the

ams sisters, and Serena's
dress

Williams quiet
amid media
guestioning

MELBOURNE, Jan 22: Ser-
ena Willlams had a tesly ex-
change with reporters about her
Grand Slam ambitions after
producing her best performance
at the Australian Open Satur-
day night, reports AFP.

The US Open champion
shook off two rusty matches to
knock out Belgian Sabine Ap
pelmans and reach the fourth
round here for the first time.

Williams was asked about
the ofl-on approach to the Aus-
tralian Open, when initially
her father Richard said she
would not be coming to play in
Melbourne.

Elder sister Venus did not
make the long trip to Australia
this year, citing tendinitis in
her left wrist.

"l really wasn't feeling that |
was going to come to the Aus-
trallan Open -- | don't know
why | wasn't going to come.

"Honestly, I'm kind of tired
of talking about why | was com-
ing and why | wasn't. 1 don't
know what more to say. I just
changed my mind."

Pressed on why she would
not consider coming to the
Australian Open, when it was
one of the four major champi-
onships of the year, Williams
replied: "I'm here. I'm really
jaded about talking about this.”

Eighteen-year-old Williams
said she planned to play in all
of the other three Grand Slams
this year

‘I really want to do well in
the French and it's always my
dream to do well in Wimbledon
and of course the US Open, so
['m here."

She said Venus, father
Richard and herself worked out
their schedules separately and
that she was [ree to go where she
wanted to play.

Williams captured her first
Grand Slam singles title last
September in New York, defeat-
ing defending champion Lind-
say Davenport in the US Open

semifinals before beating
Hingis in the final. _
The 18-year-old won five

singles titles overall last year,
compiled a 41-7 record and
climbed into the top four in the
WTA rankings, along with
Venus.

Serena said more than ever
she was after the world number
one ranking.

“That's what we (her and
Venus) are trying to do; we are
trying to be consistent and we
are both trying to reach our top
goals,"” she said.

"There is one more thing for
us to do and that is to try to be
the best at our sport.

“There are a lot of other peo-
ple playing like Martina, Lind-
say and they are really fighting.

“They don't want to give il
up, trust me. they don't. |
wouldn't either, so it's going to
be a fight and a battle.”

Euro 2000
Police criticise
Belgian stadium

BRUSSELS, Jan 22: Belgian
police authorities Friday crili
cised facilities at the Le Mamn-
bourg stadium in Charleroi,
where England will play Ger
many on June 17th in a Euro
2000 group A match, reports
AFP.

Chief of police Paul Van Keer
has said it would be almost im-
possible to evacuale potential
victims of crowd violence
should trouble occur.

He claimed that the stands
are too sloped and warned that
the police should not be scape-
goated should disaster strike
during the tournament.

Charlerol deputy mayor
Claude Despiegeleer played
down the threats. He said: "I
have visited the Barcelona and

Real Madrid stadia and can
confirm the stands are much
steeper than the ones at
Charlerol.”

Belgian and British Forelgn
Ministers announced last week
that the two countries would be
collaborating in a bid to avoid
crowd trouble at Euro 2000
which is being co-hosted with
Holland. |

Belgium s particularly sen
sitive to the problem of football
violence.

In 1985, Brussels staged the
European Cup final between
Liverpool and Juventus in
which 39 people died after a
stampede caused by rioting Liv-
erpool fans.

The Le Mambourg stadium
will also host the matches be-
tween England and Romanlia
and Yugoslavia versus Slove
nia,

England coach Kevin Keegan
the stadium a fortnight

ry

|
I
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Che Dhaly Star 15

Martina Hingis of Switzerland in action against local Alicia Molik at the Australian

Open.

—AFP photo

Serena, Martina sail

MELBOURNE, Jan
22 US Open
champion Serena
Williams turned
irom survivor to
aggressor Satur
day, slugging her
way into the lourth round of the
Australian Open with a 6-2, 7-6
victory over Sabine Appel-
mans, reports AP
Williams had

floundered

through her first match and
much of her second. but was dic
tating points from the start

against Appelmans.

In the first set, she yielded
only three points on serve. Ap-
pelmans picked up her game in
the second set, when Williams
had to save break points in the
third and ninth games

The 18-year-old erased the
lirst with a pair of excellent re
trievals that pushed Appelmans
into hitting a forehand wide.
She took care of the second by
slamming a forehand down the
line., punctuating it with a loud
“Yeah!

In the tiebreaker, the third-
seeded Williams jumped to a 3-0
lead, catching Appelmans flat-
looted with a cross-court fore
hand and then drawing two er-
rors. She reached 4-1 with an
ace and 6-1 with a cross-court
backhand. ending the 71-
minute match when Appelmans
hit a backhand serve return
into the net

'l played better and | was
more mentally stable than |
was in my other matches. I still
however, feel I'm a little rusty

and there s so much more Im-
provement I can do,” said
Williams, who had not played a
match since Octlober belore
starting the tournament here
Tuesday

She sald that reaching No |
is her goal "now more than
ever.”

Appelmans noted Williams'
patchy opening rounds, but
said, “I think she will improve.
She has the ability to go all the
way if she's fit.”

Appelmans said she was ex-
pecting harder, flatter shots
irom Willlams

She hits her forehand with
a lot ol topsin [t was very
hard but it's different to the
other girls. It's more like how
the men play.” said the 27-year-
old Belgian, a quarterfinalist
here in 1997.

Adding to the problem, she
added, "I had a lot of trouble
with her second serve, her Kick
serve

Williamms, who served at up
to 184 kph (115 mph), will play
No 16 Elena Likhoviseva, a 5-7
7-6, 6-3 winner over Belgian Els
Callens

Williams' match was the
second on Centre Court inter
rupted by rain and then re
sumed alter the roofl was closed

The same thing had hap
pened earlier in the day to Mar-
tina Hingis

Now enlering "middle age
Hingis is happy with the way
she is beating younger women

al the Australian
In three matches, the three-

time defending champion has
lost only 14 games.

Against 1B-year-old Aus-
tralian Alicia Molik, Hingis
faced serves of up to 185 kph
(116 mph), and retumed some of
the hardest, in a 6-2, 6-3 victory
that took her into the fourth
round

She lost only five points on
her own serve

Hingis' second serve |is
tougher than ever. Molik said,
but she didn't need it much,
putting in 74 per cent of her
lirst serves

Hingis said she has had to
concentrate hard because her
first three opponents “were all
younger than me, youngsters
coming up, having nothing to
lose.'

She beat Croatia
Lucic and Belgium’'s
Henin before Molik

Hingis' next opponent. No 12
Sandrine Testud, saved three
match points in the second set
and then waited out the rain be-
fore beating Thailand's Tama-
rine Tanasugam 4-6, 7-5, 6-2.

In a match moved into the
main stadium, No 6 Barbara
Schett beat Argentine qualifier
Florencia Labat 6-1, 6-3. She
next plays No 13 Aranixa
Sanchez-Vicario, a 7-5, 6-1
winner over Australian wild-
card entry Bryanne Stewar:

American Kristina Brendi
advanced to a meeting with No
10 Conchita Martinez by be
Romania’s Ruxandra
7-6. Martinez
Jelena Kostanic

Mirjana
Juslice

1L-
11 ¢g
Dragomir 6-4
deleat Croatia's

O-4. 6-4

AUSTRALIAN OPEN NOTEBOOK

MELBOURNE, Jan 22(AP)
Defending Australian Open ti
tlist Yevgeny Kafelnikov
he'll be demanding an explana
tion [rom wayward Russian
teammate Marat Salin before
next month’s opening round ol
the Davis Cup

Safin was accused of tanking
his first-round match at the
Australian Open and was lined
3.000 dollars by the tourna
ment referee. A chair umpire
reported the 19-year-old lor
[ailing to put in enough eflort
during his loss to South African
qualifier Grant Stafford

"He basically left and |1
haven't had a chance to chat
about it,” said the No 2 seeded
Kafelnikov. "I will definitely

Sd4¥s

decision

1992, saying he was trying to
develop a squad for the future
Alter bowing out of the Aus

tralian Open on Saturday, Fed-
erer said he objected to Hlasek's
and demanded a
meeting to reconsider the selec-
tions

Marc and | were very
shocked by the decision.” he
said. "Normally for Davis Cup

you chose the best players and

no questions asked.

“The argument that this is

tomorrow's team doesn't stand
up. I'm not happy with it at all
We'll have to gel around a table

and talk

As it stands | don't

want (Hlasek) on the coaches'
seal lor the next Davis Cup.

Federer. the Swiss No 1. is

speak to him because we are
playing Davis Cup in 10 days

'l have to see what exactly he
has in his mind up until this

| moment

Salin was warned four times
by the chair umpire for his ap-
parent lack of eflort, and at one
stage caught the ball in his
hand rather than hit it with his
racket

Russia meets Belgium in the
Davis Cup opener starting Feb
4.

SWISS DIVISION: Roger Fed-
crer. protesting Marc Rosset's
omission from Switzerland's
Davis Cup team to play Aus-
tralia next month, has widened
the division within the na-

contracted to the Swiss federa-
tion to play Davis Cup lennis

I LIKE TO BOOGIE: World No
| Marlina Hingis says tennis is
becoming more and more like

hey want to be in vour po
$1L101 she said. "What belter
situation can you get once you
realize what a lile youve got

HOT WIND: Andre Agassi
says he hopes the Melbourne
Park stadium's retractable roof
will stay open during his
ourth-round match Sunday
igainst big-serving Aussie
Mark Philippoussis

When there's no elements

whatsoever, the guy’s one of the
biggest and cleanest hitters of

the ball out there,” No 1 Agassi
said alfter a straight sets win
over Argentine Mariano Za
baleta

Light rain forced the closure
of the centre court roof during
Philippoussis' third-round vic-
tory over Andrew llie. The No
16 seeded Philippoussis o.er
powered [lie with a flood of aces

showbiz. and service winners
People don't just turn up to
Grand Slams to watch the ac- BEAM ME UP: American

tion, they want to see the stars.
she said

Hingis said spending two
days working with Russians
Anna Kournikova and Marat

Jan-Michael Gambill is going
where no i"]"{'-[.t""-»h]f‘-ﬂ.:]l
player has gone before
Gambill, ranked No 58 in the
world, has been offered a part in

lennis

Safin and American Jan- the forthcoming series of Star
Michael Gambill on the set ol Trek Voyager, the offshoot
the adidas television commer- show ol the original series. ac
cial in New York last year was cording to the ATP

brilliant Gambill, 22, may have betler

“We were really playing, we

luck in outer space. He lost in
the first round of the

lional team by attacking new
Swiss captain Jakob Hlasek.
Hlasek decided to drop Ros

were dancing

great fun,” she said
19-year-old
said having people chasing your

The

it was really Aus-
tralian Open to Zimbabwe's
Wayne Black, who was beaten

by Pefe Sampras two rounds

Swiss star

set, a Davis Cup stalwart since No 1 spol was difficult, but later.
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