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No hartal
this month
because
of Ijtema

By Staff Correspondent

The BNP-led opposition al-
liance has given up its plan to
call a countrywide hartal at the
end of the month at the request
of organisers of the Bishawa
ljitema. beginning on January

9.

The alliance will announce
fresh programmes at the
scheduled separate public meet-
ings of the q_artles in the city
tomorrow. The programmes
will be finalised by the Liaison
Committee of the alliance at its
meeting at 29 Minto Road to-
day.

"We will not hesitate to call
hartal and announce any sort
of programme if the govern-
ment places the anti-people
Public Safety Bill in the Jatiya
Sangsad or announces the Up-
azila polls schedule this
month,” said a top leader of
BNP.

The decision not to call har-
tal this month was taken at a
meeting of the Liaison Commit-
tee, held at the residence of BNP
Secretary General Abdul Man-
nan Bhuiyan. The meeting was
chaired by Bhuiyan

See page 11 col 6

Opposition to
hold rallies
In city
tomorrow

By Staff Correspondeut

BNP-led opposition alliance
will hold separate public meet-
ings in the cily tomorrow de-
manding resignation of the

overnment which it said. have
ailed to arrest the price hike of
essentials and ensure security
of public life and property.

The opposition parties are

ol action to wntensily the oust-
government movement from
the rallies.

BNP will held its meeling at
Palton Maidan at 3:00 pm.
Leader of the Opposition and
BNP Chairperson Begum
Khaleda Zia will address the
meeting as the chief guest.

Jamaat-e-Islami
Bangladesh will hold its meet-
ing at the North Gate of Baitul
Mukarram National Mosque at
3:30 pm. Jamaat Ameer Golam
Azam will address the meeting
as the chief guest.

Islami Oikkya Jote will kold
its public meeting at Palton
crossing at 3:00 pm. Chairman
of the Jote Saikhul Hadis
Moulana Azizul Huq will ad-
dress the meeting as the chief
guest.

. Meanwhile, Jatiya Party has

siponed its rally scheduled
or tomorrow at Muktangan at
3:00 pm as the Party Chairman
Hossain Mohammad Ershad
will not be available, said a
party press release.

The party chairman will
have to appear before the court
at 2:00 pm on January 22.23,
and 24 in connection with cases

See page 11 col B
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How Different
is Awami
League from
Others?

by Dr Mozammel H

Khan
Page 4

Business

Experts advocate
(RMG) backward link-
age for post-MFA era

(7 meet to focus on
macro fears, micro
cures
PagesB & 9

Star Literature

Essay: Goethe and
Tagore: An evaluation
and inspiration; and
Book review: Environ-
mental politics or poli-

tics of environment .
Pages 6 & 7

verdict on any

Conference begins today

Business leaders
resolve dispute

- at PM's call

Following a last minute ini-
tiative by the Prime Minister,
the Businessmen's Conference
beginning in the city today will
now be attended by the coun-
try’'s business leaders including
those of four key trade bodies
and chambers.

Chiefs of the four bodies who
had earller decided to stay away
finally agreed to attend the
conference after a compromise
brokered by the commerce min-
ister.

The tow-day conference is
being sponsored by the Federa-
tion of Bangladesh Chambers
of Commerce and Indfustry
(FBCCI).

Talking to The Daily Star,
the four business leaders said
they have agreed to attend the
conference “to honour the re-

By Staff Correspondent

quest of the Prime Minister.”

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina and her senior cabinet
colleagues will address the In-
augural session of the two-day
conference at Osmani Memo-
rial Hall.

BNP Chairperson and Leader
of the Opposition in Parliament
Khaleda Zia and senior leaders
of the party will speak at the
conference on Monday.

Commerce Minister Abdul
Jalil at a hurriedly called press
conference yesterday said that
the Prime Minister had ini-
tially consented to attend the
conference only if leaders of all
the chambers and trade bodies
attended it

“So I called the business
leaders and conveyed the PM’'s
desire and they finally agreed to

attend the conference,” Jalil
said.

“Every citizen wants Lo see a
successful conference targeted
to resolve the ongoing problems
facin%the country,” he noted.

MCCI President Latifur
Rahman, BGMEA President
Anisur Rahman Sinha and BC]
President Khandaker Mushar-
raf Hossain and FBCCI Presi-
dent Abdul Awal Mintoo were
present also present at the press
conlerence,

The minister replaying to
uestions from newsmen said
that government did not inter-
vene but only requested busi-
nessmen to minimise differ-
ences in the interest of the
country.

Later, The FBCCI President

See Page 12 Col 8

No decision yet on proposed

changes 1n electoral laws

Unhappy over the slow dis-
posal of election disputes, the
Election Commission has pro-
posed certain changes in elec-
toral laws creating election tri-

_bunals that deal with disputes
on parliamenta

ils.

An Elecﬂun?r?gunal com-
prising two High Court judges be
set up in the capital exclusively
for trial and disposal of elec-
tion cases, abolishing the pre-
sent divisional level tribunals,
the EC has said in a proposal to
the law ministry.

The time limit for the final
election case
should not be more than one
year, the Commission said in
its proposal sent in October last
year.

The ministry is yet to take
any decision on the EC pro-
posal. .

Alter 1996 general elections,
the EC received 66 petitions. Of
them, 19 cases are still pending
before the High Court and the
Appellate Divisions of the

By Nurul Kabir

Supreme Court on appeal.

After the 1991 general elec-
tions, the EC received almost a
similar number of cases. Sixty-
one tribunals were set up with
District Judges to try those.

Under the Representations
of People Order (RPO), 1972 that
deals with conduct of elections,
the EC is obliged to refer a peti-
tion, made duly, to the tribunal
within 15 days of its receipt,
and the ‘tribunal shall try an
election petition as expedi-
tiously as possible and shall
endeavour to conclude the trial
within six months from the
date on which the election peti-
ton is referred to it for trial ....".

“But they were unable to dis-
pose of election petitions
within six months as they, in
addition to certain circumstan-
tial compulsions to frequently
adjourn hearings on election
matters. were heavily burdened
with their usual load of other
civil and criminal cases”, an EC
report says.

EC favours one ceniral tribunal

"Most of the petitions pend-
ing before the tribunals dragged
on for years, while disposal of
such petitions through trials
within the term ol the Jatiya
Sangsad was rare.”

Aller Junie 1996 parliamern-
tary polls. the EC strongly felt
that election tribunals needed
to be reconstituted with the ex-
clusive responsibility of trial
and disposal of election cases.
As a result, six election tri-
bunals were set up at divisional
headquarters with six district

judges, exclusively for trial and

disposal of election cases.
Of the 66 petitions, 47 were
disposed of until December,
999, while most of the rest 19
ases are still pending before
.he High Court the Appellate
Divisions of the Supreme C-urt
on ap .
Of the 47 cases disposed o1 by
the tribunals. 33 were not per-
suaded by the [:elllioners. 13
were contested by the respon-

See page 11 Col7
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By

Artistes perform a dance number celebrating Poushmela (winter festival) at Ramna
Batamul in the city yesterday.

~Star photo by Amran Hossain

MATARA, Jan 21:
Bangladesh routed Kenya by
125 runs in thelr second Plate

oup league match of the World

outh (U-19) Cricket Champi-
onship at the Uyanwatte Sta-
dium in Matara today.

The outstanding victory of
the spirited Ban&la esh youths
against their Kenyan rivals
came as a compliment of their
dlnclgllned performance in a
match where the Africans were
numaycd in every department
of game.

The match petered into a
one-sided affair when
Ba?gladenh. defending 198 on a
diffic

ult wicket, shot the
Kenyans out for a meagre 73 In
37.3 overs. '

Sundries stood highest In

both the Innings (Bangladesh
conceded 19 extras against
Kenya's 37) but it hu:g{ res
| {lected the real picture of the

A lAlle ]

Bangladesh crush Ifenya
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_"‘5‘0

|..-|_ ¥

N/
cmirates
FLY EMIRATES

played like a champion,
Skipper Hannan Sarker,
who leads his side by example,
won a good toss In the morming
and decided to bat on a slow and
turning wicket, Despite the slow
outlield deprived Bangladesh of
some 25-0dd runs, batting
looked Insensible at some stage.
Lelt-handed opener Nahidul
Haq gave Bangladesh a perfect
start, putting on 42 runs off 416
balls with Selim
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again with the bat but Nahidul
dictated on the opponent
bowlers right from the begin-

nln%.
he southpaw hammered
three eye-pleasing boundaries
in his 31 ball 23 and appeared
more confldent in the company
of Ra{ln Saleh, who came In to
bat at number three after Selim
departed for a chancy 11.

Together they produced 12
runs in no time and Bangladesh
reached filty In only 9.3 overs
before Rajin departing sadly
while chasing a non-existing
second run, Nahidul, paying the
rcnnlty of ;:rlﬂiyln%.I across the
ine, perished In the very next
ball r Rajin's dcgnnure. The
scoreboard was reading then 54
for three.

Two successive blows
stemmed the free flow of rn s,
Hannan and Kuntal withe ed

,away the pressure and helped
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City experiences

rain with hail
By Special Correspondent

The city experienced two
millimetres of rain with hail
and thunder yesterday after-
noon

A high wind drove the rains
and hails over the city leaving
its streets deserted of usual
traffic.

People rushed for cover as
the hail shower pounded the
streets,

Motorists and rickshaw-
pullers sought shelter fearing
damage from the hails. But the
pebble-sized hails did not cause
much datnage.

Children were out to collect
the haills. The unusual rain
washed the city streets and trees
clean.

The Met Office reported
rains from Comilla which had

Untimely rain caught the city dwellers enjoying weekend off guard yesterday afternoon apart from leaving streets under

—Star photo by Sk. Enamul Hagqg

21mm shower followed by Sri-
mangal with 20 mm and Khep-
upara 13 mm.

The mild cold wave that
started blowing over the north
and northwestern region since
Thursday would get a fresh im
petus with the clear weather, it
said.

Night temperatures are
likely to fall further, the Met
Office said in its forecast for to-

day ending 6 pm. The weather

would improve gradually dur-
ing the next 48 hours, it added.

Moderate fog may occur over
the Rajshahi division and on
the river basins this morning,
it added.

Yesterday's lowest tempera-
ture of 9 degree Celsius was
recorded at Rajshahi followed
by Ishurdi 9.2. Syedpur and Di-
I‘IﬂjFUT 9.8, Rangpur 10.4, Tan
gail 10.6, Jessore 10.6, Chua-
danga 10.6, Dhaka 17.2, Chitta-
gong 15 and Khulna 13.2 degree
Celsius. '

SSC exams

from
March 2

This year's Secondary
School Certificate (SSC) exam-
inations will begin on March 2
under five education boards of
the country, officials said, re-
ports UNB,

According to the schedule,
the examinations under the
boards ol secondary and higher
secondary education of Dhaka,
Rajshahi, Comilla, Jessore and
Chittagong will conclude on
March 15.

On the first day, examina-
tions will be held on English
first paper,

The total number of candi-
dates appearing at the examina-
tions this year was not Imme-
diately known. From Dhaka
board, about 263,000 candi-
dates are to sit for the tests.

2nd SAARC
GOLF CHAMPIONSMHIP

India, SL.
enter final

By Lenin Gani

South Asian heavywelghts
India and Sri Lanka qualified
for today's final of the Second
SAARC Champlonship at the
Kurmitola Golf Club course.

The familiar foes renew a ri-
valry, which dates back to the
inaugural edition in Bangalore
in 1999, when hosts India edged
out the Lankans for the crown
in an absorbing 18-hole match-
play.

Alter two days of the prelim-
Inary strokeplay round (which
only counts the aggregate of the
two lowest scorers in a three-

Two sacked pilots

challenge
- Biman's action

3y Staff Correspondent

Two of the three Biman pi-
lots. who were sacked for sus-
pected links to a hijack plot
have challenged the national
airline's action and served legal
notices on Wednesday

Captain Ishlagqur Rahman
and his wife Captain Yasmin
Rahman sent the notices to the
state-run Biman Bangladesh

Airlines asking why the sack
ing orders should not be de
clared illegal and contemptuous
of an earlier Supreme Court or-
der.

The other sacked pilot is
Captain Ajmal Hossain who is
yet Lo serve any legal nolice.

There was no immediate
comment from the airline.

The three were axed on Jan-
uary 11, 2000. A messenger car-
ried the letters dated January 4
to the couple on January 11

The letter sent to Ishfaqg said
he has been sent on retirement
in the interest of Biman. Yas-
min was terminated

Yasmin is the sister of Lt Col

Idismissed) Faruk Rahman
ol the 15 convicted leaders
the 1975 coup in which Banga
bandhu Sheikh Mujibur
man and .i]]llli.,bi 1l ol 'rm, iam
ily members were killed

Rah

oric

]
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alter Ishiaq had met with the
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sources said

uarv 15

Biman had informed Ishiac

that his wile
fet any benelits other tha:
three month’s notice pay while
he will get about 30 per cent of
the benelits he is entitled to
which is given to a pilot retired
on medical grounds

Yasmin served the organisa
tion for about 19 vears while
her husband lor about 32 years

Earlier, Ishfaq and Yasmin
were grounded on August 16,
1996, three days after Faruk
was arrested from his house in
the capital

Earlier Ishiaq had sued Bi
man on June 30, 1997 for

>ee Page 12 Cal 8

Yasmin will not
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Ghost billing under

analog system
‘BTTB fails to implement plan

By Mustak Hossain

Bangladesh Telegraph and
Telephone Board (BTTB) has
(alled to implement its plan to
convert 26.000 analog tele
phones into digital ones in the
city by December last year,
sources concerned said

There are 2,33, 923 tele-
phones in the capital, of which
1, 77,923 are digital and 56,000
are analog telephones. Conver-
sion of all those into digital is
scheduled to be completed by
June this year

Life span of an analog tele-
phone exchange is 15 years and
in case of most of the exchanges
in the city, this has expired , the
sources mentioned.

Thousands ol subscribers
are lacing problems due to poor
service and ‘ghost billing" under
the ‘obsolete’ analog telephone
systern. some sullerers 1{:5{1 this

correspondent.

A section of T&T employees

are compelling subscribers to
pay toll to them by making
chost telephone bills, they al-
h'u_*d

Even T&T linemen allegedly
creale problem for analog tele
phone subscribers to get tips for
restoration of connection.

A political leader alleged
‘that recently he received a bill
of Tk 1,34,201 for five months
for his analog telephone no:
500955. BTTB snapped his con-
nection to compel him to pay
the bill, he said

Earlier also he had received
a similar ghost bill amounting
Tk 50.615 in 1997 and follow-
ing complaints, the bill was re-
duced to Tk 4.739.

The victim sald he sent a
telegram to the Prime Minister
drawing her attention to this

The existing 56.000 analog
lines are under seven ex-

See Page 12 Col 5

Awami
Chhatra League fought a series
of gunfights over tender bids,
leaving 12 people Injured.

DCC wants removal of
acting chief engr

By Staff Correspondent

The Dhaka City Corporation

(DCC) has advised the LGRD
ministry to remove the acting
chief engineer and Lthe private
secretary (PS) to the mayor.

The decision to remove two

of the most influential oflicials
of the DCC came from “top
level
that they
cent incidents of violence at the
Nagar
sources sald,

‘became clear’
had a hand in the re-

alter it

Bhaban (City Hall),

< 0 (o

factions of the
League

Two ro-

Bangladesh

The PS, Mohammad All was

stand-released from the may-
or's office on Wednesday and
asked to join Biman, the na-
tlonal airline, as deputy general
manager, Administration,

Lol e Bl s L S ol NS

ity

engineer, Shamsul Haque
Bhuivan, hinges on the minis-
terial decision. The ministry is
yet to decide whether to ofler
Bhuiyan retirement according
lo his wish or o stand release
him from the mayoral office.
Anticipating that his job is

on the line, Bhulyan submitted

his resignation letter on Jan-

uary 13 with a three-month no-

tice, requesting that he be al-

lowed to resign as the chiel en-
gineer of DCC, not as the acting
one, the sources sald.

However, the resignation let-

ter was dated January 12, 2000
-- the day the DCC wrote to the
LGRD Ministry to remove him.

Bhulyan also faces corrup-

tion charges while heading the
DCC's Environment Develop-
ment Project as project director.
The Parllamentary Standing
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Opposition
calls 8-hr

- fOMOoIrrow

| ] Jan 21: BNP-
| led opposi alliance has
 ( 1lied an « g nour hartal be-
inning at © am here on Sunday
| protest the killing of a stu-
| deni | Government Mohsin
| llege aliegedly by BCL ac-
livists, reporis UNB
- ] Lad - -_'.__ - r, T i
1ICteg a group ol
1t . ont ol Zahur Hawk
irket Thursd Mool
=) | - ...'.L. 1|-
! I \forn sha N 1

- -

e oppositicn alliance an
| nce e har t a rally af-
| I th namaj-e-fanaja of
' Uahudd here ir '.ill"*.{ifttr
{ | Of
| Earlier, Chhatra Shibir tiled
f a case accusing Chhatra League

ictivists ol the abduction and
kKilling

Special court
set up 1n
Khulna to

try Shikdar

From Statt Correspondent

KHULNA, Jan 21: Special

court has been set up in Khulna

for trying all cases against top
terrorist Ershad Ali
and his accomplices

|

The court will start unc-
tioning from January 25.

The District and Sessions
Judge.
name and Additional
and Sessions Judge on January
23 to head the Special Court

'wo Additional District and
Judges have been
brought here [rom other dis-
tricts. One of them will be ap-
pointed as head ol the special
court, said a reliable source.

The Special Court will be
housed in the Judges' court
building with separate estab-
liIshment for trial of Shikdar
who is one of the accused 60
criminal cases. including 23
murder cases.

The Ministry of Law and
Parliamentary Affairs decided

See page 11 col 8

'‘Behaviour of

both of them
was reckless'

By Court Correspondent
The behaviour of both the

Sessions

. accused and the woman who

was assaulted at the TSC ol
Dhaka University during New
Year celebrations was reckless
AS per newspaper reports, a
Metropolitan Magistrate ob-
served yesterday.

Magistrate Abul Kashem
made the observation in &
crowded court room while send-
ing the two accused to jall, turn-
ing down a prayer for their
fresh remand by DB investiga-
lors.

The two accused — Fazlul
Huq Russel and Khan Mesbahul
Alam Tutul -~ were identified by
the victim at the DB office
Wednesday night. Russel and
Tutul are students of Dhaka
University and leaders of

Bangladesh Chhatra League,
student front of ruling Awami

| |

Iguur persons have so far
been arrested in connection
with the case filed by the vic-
tim. Two ns —Mamun and
Mokter - were arrested earlier
and sent to the Dhaka Central
Jail. But Mamun and Mokter

laimed that they had tried to

hartal in Ctg

Shikdar

Khulna is expected to
District
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