Indo-Pak ODIs |

in England?

LONDON, Jan 20: English
cricket officials are considering
a plan to stage three limited-
overs internationals between
India and Pakistan after the
county season ends in Septem-
ber. reports Reuters.

A spokeswoman for the En-
glish Cricket Board (ECB) said
today that Pakistan had
in principle but India had still
to make a decision.

The ECB hope to generate the
sort of interest among Asian
supporters in the country that
was a feature of last years
World Cup in England.

The matches would be at es-
tablished one-day Interna-
tional venues following the ~nd
of the county programme on
September 17.

Pakistan Cricket Board
(PCB) director of operations
Yawar Saeed confirmed in La-
hore that the board had ac-
cepted an ECB invitation for the
matches.

"On our way back from
Toronto (for the Sahara Cup
limited-overs series against
India). we have agreed to a
stopover in England for a week
to play three one-day interna-
tionals,” Saeed said.

He said Pakistan intended to
honour its commitment to play
in Toronto, although India
backed out of the tournament
last September because of in-
creased political tension be-
tween the countries,

Saeed also said England
would make a tour of Pakistan
later this year, their first visit
since a controversial one in
1987-88. Three Tests and three
one-day internationals ar: on
the itinerary starting on C«to-
ber 18.

England's visit 13 years ago
was marred by a finger-wagging
on-field confrontation between
touring captain Mike Gatting
and umpire Shakoor Rana in
the Faisalabad Test.

A full day's play was lost
when Rana refused to start play
until he received an apology
from Gatting,

England lost the three-Test
series 1-0 but swept all three
one-day internationals.

PCB secy shown
the door

KARACHI, Jan 20: Pakistan
Cricket Board (PCB) secretary
Shafqat Rana, who made con-
troversial comments about the
decision to suspend fast bowler
Shoaib Akhtar. has been re-
lieved of his duties, reports
Reuters.

The decision was announced
by PCB director of operations
Yawar Saeed from Lahore to-
day. He gave no reasons.

"Rana said earlier this month
a decision by the International
Cricket Councll (ICC) to suspend
Shoaib for one month because
of his illegal bowling action
was "racially based”.

The remarks created a furore
in Australia where doubts were
cast over 8hoaib's 'action Dby
match officials during Pak=
istan's test tour late last year.

Rana's comments were also
slammed by PCB chairman
Taugir Zia and team manager
Khawaja Nasir.

s -
M'singh cricket

MYMENSINGH, Jan 20: A
brilliant 75-run knock by Moni
enabled Shapla Krira Chakra to
earn a 42-run victory over
Gulkibari KC in the Beg Rim
Premier Division League at lo-
cal Circuit House ground today.
reports UNB.

Batting first, Shapla ms1e a
respectable 206 for eight in the
stipulated 45 overs.

Nadim was the another no-
table scorer who made 29 while
Afroz added 20 runs.

Ujjal, Rabin and Utpal took
two wickets each for 34, 45 and
47 runs respectively.

In reply, Gulkibari were all
out for 164 in 40.3 overs with
Utpal making 50 and Tapu 32
runs.

Mohammad claimed three
wickets for 19 while Sohel took
two wickets for 20 runs.

N'singhdi soccer

NARSINGHDI, Jan 20:
Baghata Eleven Star Club beat
Belabo Eleven Club by a soli-

tary goal in the Shaheed
Maizuddin District football
tournament here today. reports
UNB.

Sappu netted the all-impor-
tant goal in the 72nd minute
from a penalty shot.

Friday's match: GRC Club vs
Chatra Jubo Unayan Sangstha.

Office hockey

The third Metropolis Office
hockey league, organised by
Bangladesh Hockey Federation,
will begin on February 15 at the
Moulana Bhasani National
Hockey Stadium, reports UNB.

Interested teams have been
asked to send their entries by
January 26 at the federation of-
fice with a fee of Tk 300,

Neutral venues
for Asian Cup
Winners' Cup

DUBAI, Jan 20: The Asian
football federation has decided
to switch the Asian Cup Win-
ners’ Cup quarterfinal ties be-
tween Saudi Club Al-Ittehad
and Iraq's Al-Zawra to neutral
VENues.

Fadl Zrigat, secretary gen-

eral of Jordan's football federa-
tion, told AFP that the first 'eg
would be glayed in Qatar 'n

and the return in

January 2
Amman on February 1.

The decision came after
Iraq's football federation re-
jected a Saudi proposal that the
both legs in Saudi
Arabia, calling for one to be

clubs play
played in BEaghdad.

Diplomatic
Saudi Arabla and Ira
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vaded Kuwait in 1990.
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Leicester's Emile Heskey (L) is under pressure from Patrick Vieira of Arsenal during their
FA Cup clash at Leicester on January 19.

Chelsea in FA Cup last 16

— AFP photo

LONDON, Jan 20:
Leicester City won
their third
penalty shoot-out
of the season to
knock Arsenal

. out of the FA Cup
on Wednesday after their fourth
round replay ended goalless
after extra-time, reports
Reuters.

Leicester's reward is a tnp 1o
Chelsea who had a comliortable
2-0 home win over First Divi-
sion Nottingham Forest in
their delayed fourth round
clash at Stamford Bridge.
Leicester, missing seven first
team regulars, had two goal-
keepers to thank for their place
in the last 16.

Former England keeper Tim
Flowers made a series of great
saves before limping out of the
action during extra-time. His
replacement Pegguy Arphexad
then saved from Lee Dixon and
Gilles Grimandi to give Leices-
ter a 6-5 win in the shoot-out.

Leicester had beaten Leeds
United and Fulham on penal-
ties en route to a place in the
semnifinals of the League Cup
where they play Aston Villa,
while Arsenal went out of that
compelition on a shoot-out
against Middlesbrough.

The two teams did not look
like scoring in the original tie
at Highbury and there were few
chances in the opening hour on
Wednesday.

Arsenal then stepped up the
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pace and after Croatian striker
Davor Suker was wide with two
close-range shots, Flowers
made his first gréat save to ti

over a volley by centre baci
Martin Keown after 71 minutes.

Ten minutes later he re-
peated the act to kt:::]ﬁi out a
sharp shot by Suker. He then
produced a great double save
from Patrick Vieira and saw
Robbie Savage head Suker's fol-
low-up shot off the line.

Leicester, displaying all
their famed fighting spirit as
they played their fourth period
of extra-time in six weeks, ran
for every ball and although they
created very few chances they
always knew that penalties
would give them a chance.

"“We wanted to try to win it in
extra-time, not rely on penal-
ties,” said Leicester boss Martn
O'Neill.

"But we were running on
empty for a long period in the
game. Tim Flowers made some
fantastic saves but they just
kept going, kept going.

"Tim Flowers hurt his groin
making one of his saves and |
wanted to delay the substitution
as long as possible. But Pegguy's
never let us down.”

While O'Neill can eye Wemb-
ley on two [ronts, Arsenal boss
Arsene Wenger must pick up his
troops for next Monday's pre-
mier league match against
Manchester Unifed.

Nottingham Forest’s Chriz B

Lucky Leicester oust Gunners

"We created more chances - it
looked to me that they were
walting for penalties for a long,
long time," he said.

"We should have scored from
the chances we created but we
have to accept that if you don't
score in two hours you can be
punished."

Chelsea were never threat-
ened by Forest who are lan-
guishing seven places from the
bottom of Division One.

Jon Harley struck a p)st
with a volley as the hosts took
early command against a For-
st team content to sit back and
hope for a counter-attack.

Chelsea thought they had
scored late in the first half
when Gianfranco Zola touched
in a Dan Petrescu shot only to
be flagged offside. Petrescu was
furious, certain that his origi-
nal shot was going in, and made
sure Zola was fully aware of his
feelings, shoving away a prof-
fered arm of comfort.

But the Italian, who has been
unhappy with his Keripheral
role in recent weeks, made
amends in the 57th minute
when he whipped in a dangerous
free kick which Leboeuf de-
flected in with a glancing
header.

Former Chelsea 'keeper Dave;

Beasant made a great save to
defy Gustavo Poyet but could do
nothing when Wise was gifted a
free header after nice worl: by
Jody Morris four minutes {(-m

—liIT1e.
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art-Williams (R) and Gianfranco Zola of Chelsea fight for the
ball during their FA Cup fixture at Stamford Bridge in London on January 19.

— AFP photo

Latin American Olympic qualifiers

%1 LONDRINA, Bra-
z\l, Jan 20; Brazil
made a mediocre
start to their
South American
Olympic qualify-
ing tournament on Wednesday
night, opening their Group A
campaign with a 1-1 draw
against Chile, reports AFP.
Colombia in contrast proved
their mettle with a 4-2 win over
Ecuador, who along with
Venezuela are expected Lo be the
whi I|}lnp, boys in the F,ruup.
ex gave Brazil a 64.d-
minute lead but Chile levelled
through man of the match
Pizarro 11 minutes from time,
Given home advantage

burgo, and a passionate 40,000
crowd, had hoped for much
more than just the one point
which coul
hopes of {inishing in the top
two should they also fail to get
the better of Colombia. '
Despite having much of the

to unlock a solid Chilean de-
fence and it proved a frustratin
evening for Ronaldinho an
Fablo Junior In the hosts' at-
tack,

Alter a disap

ointing first

half during whic

Brazil coach Wanderley Luxem- -

compromise their

possession Brazil were unable

Ronaldinho

came the closest with an effort
which struck the crossbar,
Brazil upped the tempo and
Alex twice went close with Con-
treras having to clear the sec-
ond effort off the line.

A superb through ball { >m
Ronaldinho eventualW proved
enough for third time lucky as

Alex finally broke the deadlock,

after a concerted spell of Brazil-
lan pressure.

2006 WC bid
Charlton's plea
to Africa

ACCRA, Jan 20: Sir Bobby
Charlton, champloning Eng-
land's campaign to host the
2006 World Cup, appealed to
Africans on Wedngsday to sup-
port England if two bids from
their own continent are unsuc-
cessful, reports Reuters,

"We appreciate that Morocco
and South Africa also have bids
but the voting system means
that, if one drops out of the race,
in the next round they might
have to choose between, say,
Brazil or England or Germany
or whatever," the former inter-
national striker told.

Brazil, Chile share points

Luxemburgo then gambled in
taking off Ronaldinho with 15
minutes remaining, sending on
Warley in his place.

But that only served to spark
a Chilean revival and Pizarro
pounced to equalise with a ris-
ing drive after the Brazil de-
fence failed to clear a loose ball.

As Brazil pondered their
dropped points Colombia made
a rip-roaring start by taking the
lead alter just siX minutes
against Ecuador through
Viveros.

The Ecuadorians determined
to make a game of it and lev-
elled through Candelario in the
24th minute but the match
turned decisively on (wo
Colombian penalties, both con-
verted by Candelo in the 33rd
and 45th minutes.

Kaviedes had briefly made it
3-2 with Ecuador’s second in the
38th minute but the second
spotkick knocked much of the
stuffing out of them and
Castillo caught them cold two
minutes with a fourth after the
break to complete the scoring,

The top two from the group
advance to a round-robin stage
with the top two from Group B
and the top two from that stage
will qualify for the Sydney

Olympics,

to Libya

Former Argentina coach Carlos
Bilardo, who led his native
coun
1986 and to runners-up spot in
the 1990 tournament, set off for
of the Libyan national team
qualification ¢

u
2 World Cup, reports
AFP.

Bilardo will stay in the
north African country until the
end of March when the first
Ehase of qualiafrng is finished,

¢ told journalists at Argentl-

na's Ezelza airport.

Libya will face Mali in a two-
legged tie, the first at a date to be
fixed between March 7 and 9
and the second at a date between
March 21 and 23.

The winners will go forward
to Group C in the African quali-

fylng pools for the 2002 tour-

nament to be co-hosted by
Japan and South Korea.

With five glacca UJ) for grabs
in the 2002 World Cup for
Africa, the 50 national teams of
that continent have been di-
vided into five groups of five
teams, The 25 teams to partici-
pate in the second phase of
qualifying will be determined
via 25 two-legged R}{z{‘-uﬂs with
Libya Paired with :

If Libya are successful it is
expected that Bilardo will con-
tinue in his post for the Group C
campalign.

Bilardo departed at 13:40
GMT for San Pablo in Brazil.
From there he will move on to
the Swiss city of Zurich before
finally scttin%_ off for the
Libyan capital Tripoli.

Strasbourg,
[.e Havre
climb

PARIS, Jan 20: Racing
Strasbourg and Le Havre fought
their way out of the French
First Division relegation zone
with victories on Wednesday,
reports Reuters.

Strasbourg ended a run of
four league games without a vic-
tory by beating Troyes 2-0 at
home in a match where each
side had a man sent off in the
last half hour.

Midfielders Pascal Cama-
dini and Olivier Echouafni,
heading home a David Zitelli
cross, scored the goals in the
30th and 50th minutes. .

Striker Zitelli was sent off
in the 64th minute for kickin
an opponent who had tackle
him, his second bookable of-
fence.

Troyes' Edouard Thomas
was dismissed five minutes
later after bringing down goal-
bound Strasbourg forward Pas-
cal Johanson when he was the
last line of defence.

Le Havre upset fifth-placed
Sedan, the surprise side of the
season, 1-0 away thanks to Yu-
soslav Miladin Becanovic's

rst league goal.

: Both matches had been post- |
"poned {rom mid-December. :

Zaragoza
hold Real

BARCELONA, Jan 20: Real

Madrid held out for a goalless

draw in their third round first
leg game at Real Zaragoza on
Wednesday, their Spanish Cup
debut, reports Reuters.

Real, who were given a bye to

enable them to play in the
World Club Championship in
Brazil, made their tactics clear
from the start as they fielded
just one striker in Fernando
Morientes.

Zaragoza went close on sev-
eral occasions early on, Xavi
Aguado missing their best
chance on 13 minutes as he
planted a free header wide.

Real gradually came back
into the game after their slow
start but rarely threatened the
Zaragoza goal.

Second Division Osasuna,
who knocked holders Valencia
out in the previous round, beat
Deportivo Coruna 1-0, although
the championship leaders will
be confident of turning that
around in their home leg in
early February.

In other games, Rayo Valle-
cano got the upper hand in a 3-2
thriller at second division
Lleida, Atletico Madrid cruised

o a 3-0 win away at third divi-

sion Real Union while Es-
panyol edged out Celta Vigo 2-1
in an all-first division clash.

Compostela got the better of
Villarreal 3-0 while Merida
beat Oviedo 1-0.

_C___orus chess
Leaders share
points

WIJK AAN ZEE, Nether-
lands, Jan 20: Russian Garry
Kasparov still shares the lead at
the Corus Chess tournament
with compatriot Vladimir
Kramnik and Dutchman Jeroen
Piket after all three played to
draws Wednesday to score three
points from four rounds, re-
ports AP.

Kasparov, playing black
against Englishman Michael
Adams, held a draw while a
pawn behind In a bishop-
against-knl%ht endgame after
the day's longest struggle.
Adams abandoned the chance
of a win after both l:)layers had
made 60 moves in their respec-
tive three-hour time limits.

Indian world No. 2
Viswanathan Anand had to be
content to split the point with
Kramnik with a draw agreed
after 40 moves in a rook-and-
pawn endgame.

And the other third-round
leader, Dutchman Piket, played
an uninspiring 11-move draw
with the white pieces against
compatriot Loek van Wely. Only
a single pawn on either side was
removed from the board.

The fourth round's only de-
cisivé games were Englishman
Nigel Short's win over Judit

Polgar and Hungarian Peter
Leko's victory against Arme-
nian Smbat Lputian.

BUENOS AIRES, Jan 20:.
to World Cup victory in

Lib}}'.'a Wednesday to take cle :l'ge |
or
ampalgn, for

is ve

African Nations Cu

] " DATED, Jan

ﬁ;}i ? %’AFW: South

: . Africa, Algeria,
- Democratic Re-
~ public of Congo
S——temeed and Gabon have
been placed in Group B at the
African Nations Cup.

SOUTH AFRICA

South Africa have finished
first and second In two African
Nations Cup appearances and
coach Trott Moloto belleves
more gold medals are a distinct
possibility this time,

While conceding that home
advantage makes Ghana and
Nigeria serious contenders, the
man In charge of Bafana
Bafana (The Boys) brims wi
confidence despite the absen
ol his leading strikers.

Italy-based Philemon
Masinga is injured and Bennl
McCarthy, the find of the 1998
finals, had opted out of inter-
national football to try and re-
vive a flagging career with
Spanish club Celta Vigo when
the squad was named.

Shaun Bartlett, a member of
the 1996 cup-winning squad,
and Pollen Ndlanya are the
probable replacements while
many believe Siyabonga
Nomvete from Kalzer Chiels
could be the new Benni.

But it is In defence tiat
South Africa appear partica-
larly strong with Leeds United
captain Lucas Radebe joined by
Pierre Issa from Marseille and
Mark Fish from Bolton Wan-
derers in front of goalkeeper
Andre Arendse.

Some supporters would pre-
fer Papi Khomane of Orlando
Pirates to the often reckless
Fish, who was unhappy at miss-
ing a English League Cup semi-
final against Tranmere Rovers
last week.

Moloto is spoilt for choice in
midfield although there has
been criticism of his unswerv-
ing loyalty to Turkey-based vet-
eran John 'Shoes’ Moshoeu,
who has represented South
Africa a record 56 times.

Bafana Bafana defeated and
drew with Saudi Arabia last
September to win the Afro-
Asian Nations Cup and finall
claimed a European scalp wjtirl
a 1-0 victory over Sweden in the
other warm-up match.

An indifferent qualifying
campaign saw Bafana Bafana
beat Angola, Gabon and Mauri-
tius at home, but have to settle
for draws in Port Louis and Lu-
anda and lose to a last-minute
penalty in Libreville.

Moloto completes his con-
tract after the Nations Cup and
a top-four finish should earn
him a role in the 2002 World
Cup qualifying campaign. Any-
thing less and the local media
will renew calls for his head.

ALGERIA

The only consolation for Al-
geria ahead of a customary ap-
pearance at the African Nations
Cup is that their fortunes can

-hardly slip any further.

Algeria were crowned
champions of Africa 10 years
ago after a 1-0 victory over
Nigeria in a lacklustre, negative
final and little has gone right

‘ons in 1968 and 1974,

for them since.

The defence of the title in
Senegal proved disastrous as
the North Africans collapsed
against Cote d'lvoire and could
only draw with Congo to bow
out in the first round.

After reaching the 1994
tournament, they were disqual-
ified for using an illegal player
and were more comprehen-
slvely beaten by South Africa in
the 1996 quarter-finals than
the 2-1 scoreline suggests.

But even the most pes-
simistic Algerian could not

“have imagined how low {(he

team would go in Burkina Faso
two years ago as they shared
with Mozambique the hum-
bling experience of losing their
three first-round matches.

The Warriors squeezed into
the 2000 finals on goal differ-
ence from Liberia and prepara-
tions for Group B clashes con-
sisted of two [riendlies against
clubs.

Algeria defeated French out-
fit Troyes 3-1 in November and
were humiliated 7-0 in Brazil
this month by a Romario-in-
splred Vasco de Gama leam
warming up for the world
championshrps.

Nasser Sandjak is the sev-
enth coach since the start of the
qualifying rounds and one of
his predecessors, former
African Footballer of the Year
Rabah Madjer, resigned after a
row with the sports minister on
a live TV show.

Contrast this with bygone
days when Algeria finished
first, second, third twice and
fourth in six tournaments with
Mad[]er and Lakhdar Belloumi
the leading lights.

Elegant Saudi Arabia-based
midfielder Moussa Saib is the
one link with the cup-winning
squad, He was an emerging star
then, now he provides a touch of
class in an ordinary side un-
likely to survive the mini-
league first phase.

DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC

OF CONGO

The Democratic Republic of
Congo finished third in the pre-
vious African Nations Cup
against all the odds and once
again promise to be unpre-
dictable.

Chaotic preparations are par
for the course with the Central
Africans Lions. A lengthy list of
planned friendlies released last
October never materialised and
they had to settle for two
friendlies with Congo.

DR Congo lost at home with-
out most of their local and all of
their foreign stars and won
away in Pointe-Noire, a venue
that few visiting national
leams leave victorious.

Flight problems prevented
the Lions playing Zambia and
Zimbabwe recently, but there
are hopes of two friendlies in
Lusaka this weekend for a na-
tion that were African champi-

The former Zaire virtually
disappeared from the scene in
the 1980s, failing to qualify for
five consecutive tournaments,
before gradually emerging as a
formidable force again.

SA Group B’s class act

Probably one of the most
physical teams heading for the
2000 finals, the image of Con-
Folesc football was badly dented
our years ago when they kicked
Ghanalan star Abedi Pele out of
the competition.

Pele was lucky to avoid de-
capitation after one mid-air
tackle and the Black Stars
blamed the absence of their
midfield conductor for a hea
semi-finals loss to Sout
Africa.

It was a much more discl-
plined Congolese squad that
wiped out a three-goal deficit
with four minutes left before
winning a penalty shootout to
pif hosts Burkina Faso for
third place.

One concern for coach
Basilua Lusadusu must be the
form of striker Esanga Emeka,

who was released by South
African club Kaizer Chiefs this
month after failing to impress
during a six-month ftrial.

GABON

If practice makes perfect,
outsiders Gabon could take
Graup B rivals South Alfrica, the
Democratic Republic of Congo
and Algeria by storm.

The Azingo Nationale played
15 warm-up matches between
October and January and spent
several weeks at a trainin
camp in Brazil. the home o
fiery coach Antonio Dumas.

At one stage last month it
looked as if Dumas might not be
part of the Nations Cup due to a
pay dispute, but a 50 percent
rise from the sports ministry
saw the South American return.

He probably wished he hzd
stayed away a little longer after
watching his team crumbled 4-0
away to defending champions
Egypt before regaining somie
pride with a 1-1 draw in Burk-
ina Faso.

Gabon began their build-up
with a surprise 1-0 victory in
Cote d'lvoire before winning a
regional tournament in which
goalkeeper Germain Mendome
kept five consecutive blank
sheets.

But any dreams of greatness
quickly disappeared when
Ni%eria sent a side consisting
only of local players to Libre-
ville and they won even more

'

LLd v

comfortably than the 2-0 score-

line suggests.
The Azingo also flopped in
four-nation

cial River tournament.

d

tournament they
hosted, finishing third behind
Congo and Togo, belore heading
for Libya and the Great Artifi-

Gabon will not lack conli- ?
dence as they defeated South

Africa at home in the qualify-
ing competition and a team cap-
tained by veteran Francois r
Amegasse is well versed in the
rigours of international foot-

ball.

Striker Theodore

in the qualifyin

lando Pirates.

Nzue :
(Nguemhwasithe leading scorer
rounds with
' six goals and delensive kingpin
Guy-Roger Nzeng benelfits irom
playing his club football with
top South African outfit Or- |

Real Madrid custodian Iker Casillas (2nd from L) is airborne while trying to make a save
during their Spanish King’s Cup encounter against Zaragoza on January 19. — AFP photo

Diego's sigh of relief

UNDATED, Jan

20: Argentine

lootball legend

Diego Maradona

"was feeling very
, Fnud an 1S

1appy”. the chief
of the medical team treating
him in Cuba told AFP
Wednesday.

“His state is not critical but
is delicate, he is affected,” doc-
tor Pedro Llerena of the La
Pradera Clinic said.

His famous patient is being
treated in Cuba as he continues
to recover from the severe heart
condition he was diagnosed
with after being admitted to a
Uruguayan clinic after a co-
caine overdose a fortnight ago.

Llerena said Maradona was
being treated by a team of car-

diologists, nutricionists and
psychologists and would be for
several days.

The first priority is to treat

the former player's heart, sald
Llerena who added that the
Hlaycr was walking with no dif-

culty. :
"He is leeling very good and
ha‘)pg." sald the medic.
Olficia ban sources de-

scribed the La Pradera clinic as
having
nology
room hotel complex with luxury
facilities,

tech-
a 164-

state-of-the-art
and is ad{nlnin

ered the second
footballers behind Pele, arrived

Maradona, widely consid-
eatest ever

ant, sporting dark
bermuda shorts, s
day when he arrived in the
country: "I hope that my heart
will allow me to put on an exhi-
bition match to say thank you

on the Caribbean island on
Tuesda
ment

and other medical problems.

to continue his treat-
or his cocaine addiction

Cuban President Fidel Cas-

tro, a friend of the player, is
being regularly informed on the
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DIEGO MARADONA

health of 1986 World Cup win-
ner.

The 39-year-old football gi-

asses and
d on Tues-

to the people of Cuba.”
Mﬂmgna has been a fre-
quent visitor to Cuba and first
met Castrg in 1987 while in
1994 he spent the end of the
year with Cuban world record-
holding high jumper Javier
Sotomayor, who tested positive
for cocaine last year at the
Panamerican Games.

Sotomayor has denied
wrongdoing in that affair
which is being dealt with by the
International Amateur Athlet-
ics Federation.

It is expected that after being
evaluated in the La Pradera
clinic that Maradona will be
transferred to the town ol Hol-
guin where he will continue his
recuperation from the illnesses
which his personal physician
Alfredo Cahe last week admit-
ted had been life-threatening
when he was first admitted to
the Uruguayan clinic in Punta
del Este a fortnight ago.

Meanwhile, Uruguayan st=ie

rosecutor Cristina Garcia on
Vednesday sald the agent of
disgraced the Argentine World
Cup winner should be detained
for his role in the retired star's
latest drugs problems.

Garcia, who is wor on
the case in Punta del Este, said
Guillermo Coppola had ob-
structed investigations into the
affair, prcsldm judge Fanny

Canessa told

T




