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cakes, handicrafts will be put on display along with cultural pro-
grammes at a day-long affair. Venue: Ramna Batamul. Time: 8:00

am-9:00 pm.

NFOWD seminar: National Forum of Organisations
Working with the Disabled will hold a seminar on "Disaster Man-
agement and Disabled People. "Venue: Samaj Sheba Bhaban

auditorium, Sher-e-Bangla Nagar, Time: 9:30 am.
Film show: Three movies — Le beaute du deable (The Devil's

Beauty), Le reine Margot (The Queen Margo

t) and the videe ballon —

will be screened. Venue: Alliance Francaise de Dhaka. Time: 11:00

am, 4:00 pm and 6:00 pm.

Inauguration: The 3rd solo painting exhibition of

Rafiqul
Dhaka. Time: 4:00 pm.

am will be inaugurated, Venue: Alllance Francaise de

Launching ceremony: The launching ceremony of
Parisian Potraits and A Perspective in Development: Gender Focus
by Raana Haider will be held. Chief guest: State Minister for
Information Prof Abu Sayeed. Venue: Alllance Francalse de

Dhaka. Time: 6:00 pm.

Exhibition: A 10-day long

solo exhibition of paintings by

artist Abdus Sattar will be Inaugurated. The exhibition will feature

works by the painter completed

tween 1974-2000. Venue: Divine

Art Gallery, Hotel Sonargaon. Time: 9:30 am-9:00 pm.

Musical evening: A musical evening b

Nazmul

Hossain Rubel, a scholar of Indian Council for Cult Relations

Dry weather likel

of ladesh, will be held. Nazmul will present Rag Imon, Alap
;(hagya and Tararas. Venue: Alliance Francaise de Dhaka. Time:
30 pm.
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Wéather may remain mainly dry over the country with partly
cloudy sky over Barisal. Chittagong and Dhaka divisions in the

next 12 hours till 6
Moderate to thi

m today, reports UNB.
fog may occur over Rajshahi, Chittagong and

Dhaka divisions and in the river basins over the country during

the momning, Met office said.
Mild cold wave ma
regions of Satkhira and Jessore.

sweep over Rajshahi divisions and the

Slight rise in the night temperature is expected over the country

during the time.
The coun

's highest temperature 29.2 degree Celsius was

recorded yesterday at Khulna and the lowest 08.2 degrees at

Satkhira.

The sun sets in the capital today at 5.37 pm and rises tomorrow

at 6.43 am.

Maximum and minimum temperature and humidity recorded
in some major cities and towns yesterday were :

City/Town Temperature Humidity in
| in Celsius percentage
Max Min Morning Evemrég
Dhaka 25.7 13.8 o8
Chittagong 26.6 135 75 67
Rajshahi 245 094 83 75
Khulna 292 102 89 54
Barisal 282 10.1 89 63
Sylhet 234 126 88 5
Cox's Bazar 26.8 135 66 67

- died when a tiger surp
"while he stalked a wild boar

Face to face

From page 12

all too familiar in villages
across Malaysia.

Devastated by a currency cri-
sis and low commodity prices,
the economic “tiger™ is strug-
gling to preserve its fortunes
and those of one of the largest
populations of Indochinesg

tgers in Soufttr@ast Amfas =

Government officials esti-
mate there are just over 500 in
peninsular Malaysia, where
they've been protected since

1976. Roughly a fifth of the

population lives in Kelantan.

The Indochinese tiger might
be smaller than its Siberian or
Bengal cousins but it's still ca-
pable of inflicting terrible
wounds when it pounces, usu-
ally from behind.

Last December. a 10-year-old
boy needed 50 stitches after a
tiger mauled him near Gua Mu-
sang. Kelantan. A month later
Mahwat Awang, a 26-year-old
Orang Asli (aborigine), almost
rised him

near Kuantan. Pahang.

In August, villagers insisted
four tigers killed 29 cattle near
Felda Chini Dua, Pahang, dec-
imating a livestock project de-
signed to boost the local econ-
omy.

M. Noor Ariri, the deputy di-
rector of the Kelantan Wildlife
and National Parks Depart-
ment, said tiger preservation is
still one of Malaysia's top pri-
orities, pointing to its pnﬁcy of
taking animals alive whenever
possible.
~ Ariri said stale rangers cap-
tured two ligers, which were

Deal with US

From page 12

While the United States has
so far rejected India's appeals
for Pakistan to be labelled a
Llerrorist state, the Times of In-
dia Thursday said the decision
to form a joint working group
(JWG) was "an implied en-
dorsement of New Delhi's con-
cern over cross-border terror-
ism sponsored by Islamabad.”

The JWG is scheduled to hold
its first meeting in Washington
in early February.

In a BBC interview broadcast
here Thursday after the London

talks, Singh said the decision
was "not a consequence of the
hijacking alone, but an agree-
ment to work together to com-

bat the International menace of

terrorism.
While stressing India's
commitment to “dialogue and

reconciliation” with stan.
Singh appeared to rule out any
talks with the military regime

headed by General Pervez
Musharraf, who sejzed

tober.

“I would be prepared to talk
rnment of
ingh sald.

*There must be some demo-

to a duly elected
any country,”

cratic legitimacy.”

immediately after the mili-
coup, Indian Prime Minis-

‘ter Atal Biharl Vajpayee said
d talk with

“any establishment” in Pak-

his government wo

istan.

“Pakistan has to reco ?iu;:
y

demonstrates towards India
must cease” together with the
“dally cries of jihad (holy war)

that the compulsive hos

against India,” Singh sald,

The war of words over the
has
ndo-

Indian Alrlines hijackin
laced further strain on

sent to the Melaka Zoo. near Sri

Jaya after the May attack.

However, there could be more
than five others lurking in the
vicinity, since a tiger's average
range is between 40 and 60
square kilometres.

“We receive a lot of com-

lains. from. villagers. but-we.
oriyechip figérstHat Have at-’
tacked people or livestock.”!

said Ariri. “Otherwise, we don't
like to bother them.”

But Wan Majaid, a 29-year-
old Sri Jaya rubber tapper, isn't
convinced the government cap-
tured the right tiger since he
discovered tracks near his
house similar to those at the
site of the attack.

“We really hope the govern-
ment can solve this case soon, ~
said Majaid. "We don't care if
they take the tiger alive or kill
it. This is our livelyhood. If
they can't take care of it, we’ll
kill it ourselves.”

The reason tigers attack peo-

le is also a bone of contention
tween the locals and the gov-
ernment.

Ariri said the expansion of
palm oil and rubber estates,
coupled with a drop in the num-
ber of wild boar, is forcing
tigers to hunt closer to villages.

Tigers will also attack people
if they are old or injured and
thus incapable of hunting
larger game, said Ariri.

owever, M. Narri Che
"Mayee” Hassan, the manager
of Backpackers Lodge and
local guide, said most attacks
occur during the Febru to
May durian season, when tigers
come out of the jungle to feast
on the fetid fruit.

Lauded across South east
Asia as the “King of Fruit.,” the
gr?an isl t];;.}tc as an aphro-

siac, a label that also pla
the tiger. e

Considering its distinctive
smell. a cross between an open
sewer and a rotting carcass, it's
plausible that tigers could be at-
tracted to the plantations dur-
ing the harvest.

“You can always tell when a
tiger has eaten a durian.” said

ayee. "They leave the skin
and seeds In a neat pile. Hu-
mans are messy. Tl?ey just
throw them here.

But Ariri dismissed the sug-
gestion,

“Village people say tigers
like to come down fz?:)m gt.hf:
jungles to eat durian but I think
they are after the wild boar that
R:fnm-l the plantations,” sald

. "Durians aren't
food source.” iz
Ismall saild he doesn't know

why tigers are attackin
but it hardly matters. € people.

“This Is the tgers' area.” sald

Different political and so-
clo-cultural organisations ob-
served Shaheed Asad Day yes-
terday with a call to materialise
his dream of a democratic
Bangladesh and exploitation-
free societly,

The programmes of the day
includ acing of wreaths at
the Asad Memorial Plaque, his
grave at Shibpur in Narayan-
ganj, discussion meetings, pro-
cessions and milad mahfil.

On this day in 1969, Asaduz-
zaman, a student of Dhaka
University and leader of the
then East Pakistan Chhatra
Union, was gunned down by po-
lice in front of the Dhaka Medi-

cal College.

“The death of Asad and an-
other ﬁoung boy Matiur, who
was killed on January 24, trig-
Eered off a mass upsurge and

astened the ouster of the auto-
cratic regime of Ayub Khan.

Shaheed Asad Parishad or-
ﬂlamsed a discussion meeting at

e seminar room of the Cen-
tral Public Library in the after-
noon which was addressed by

By Staff Correspondent

Prof Serajul Islam Chowdhury,
Prof M Shahadat All, Prof Abul
Kashem Fazlul Haq, Prof
Jasimuddin, Kamal Lohanl and
Prof Shakhawat All Khan.

Addressing the meeting,
they sald Asad had sacrifice
his life to build up an exploita-
tion-[ree society. Earlier in the
morning, the Parishad laid
wreaths at the Asad Memorial
Plaque in front of Dhaka Medi-
cal College premises.

BNP organised a discussion
meeting at Shibpur In Nars-

ingdi with Azmal Huda Mithu .

in the chair.

Addressln%qthc meeting as
chief guest, BNP secretary gen-
eral Abdul Mannan Bhulyan
sald that the supreme sacrifice
of Asad touched off the mass
upsurge of 1969 leading to the
country's independence,

“The dream of Asad was to
build a democratic Bangladesh
which Is yet to be materialised,"
the BNP leader added.

Earlier, the BNP secretary
Fenerﬂl_ along with the party's
ocal leaders and workers,

9| Asad dreamt of exploitation-free society |

placed floral wreaths at the
grave ol Asad.

BNP's student front Jatly-
atabadl Chhatra Dal [JCB]
brought out a procession on the

Dhaka Unlvcrsll{h campus and

held a rally at the Apari;jcﬁo
Bangla In observance of the
day.

JCD held a discussion at its
central office with acting presi-
dent of JCD Monzur Elahi in
the chalr. Addressing the
meeting Amanullah Aman, MP,

urged the countrymen to launch

another mass upsurge to unseat
autocratic Awami League gov-
ernment from power and re-
store democracy.

The meeting was also ad-
dressed by JCD leaders Munsi
Bazlul Basit Anju, ABM
Mosharraf Hossain, Sagir
Ahmed and Manir Hossain.

Bangladesh Chhatra Moltri
brought out a procession and
held a rally on the Dhaka Uni-
versity campus to mark the day.
They also placed wreaths at the
Asad Memorial Plaque.

*.—_—r

]

Bangladesh Chhatra League, student wing of Awami J »ague, brought out a procession on
the Dhaka University campus yesterday in support of the proposed Public Safety Bill.

—Star photo

power in
a bloodless military coup in Oc-

Ismall, resigned to fearful work
in a jungle of ghosts. "They will
:;all whate'i;cr hey can catch -
ruit, people, it doesn't :
It's their territory, mw.“matter

Narsingdi JCD
leader dead

NARSINGDI, Jan 20: Shab-
bir Ahmed, 28, district Chhatra
Dal leader and son of Sham-
suddin Ahmed MP of Narsingdi
Sadar thana, died of a heart at-
tack at his residence here in the
earl?r hours of today, reports

He was buried at Gabtall
graveyard after namaj-e-janaza
at Arshi Nagar, Narsingdi.

BNP General Secref Ab-
dul Mannan Bhu
Khan MP attend

and Moin
the janaza,

akistan relations, which have They e?reued shock at th
glt to recover from last year's death of Shabbir Ahmed amf

ef but bloody border conflic

in Kashmir.

t mrdtgrmofhudepum:l

PIB study reveals

1153 general strikes

Some 1153 general strikes

(hartal) were observed during
the last 52 years at local, re-
glonal and national levels, ac-
cording to a study conducted

under the Press Institute of
Bangladesh (PIB).
Of the total, some 248, 193

and 712 general strikes were
observed in national, regional

and local areas respectively
since August 15, 1947 till De-
cember 31, 1999.

The study, revealed yester-
day, stated that the Awami
League alone was involved in
most cases in calling hartals
while Jamaat-e-Islami called
the highest number of hartals

jointly with others.

As per the study, a total of
244 hartals. of them 166 in lo-
cal levels, 41 in Dhaka and
other regions and 37 in na-
tional levels, was observed
since March 31 of 1996 till De-
cember 31 of 1999,

It was mentioned that a total
of 416 strikes took place since
December 7 of 1990 till March
30 of 1996 at different levels. Of
them, some 266, 69 and 8]
strikes were observed in local,

—

By Staff Correspondent

regional and national levels re-
spectively.

The report demonstrated
that about 200 strikes were ob-
served in local areas since
March 24 of 1982 till December
6 of 1990 while 56 and 72
strikes were observed at the re-
glonal and national levels dur-
ing the same period.

Since August 15 of 1975 to
March 23 of 1982, a total of 44
strikes were observed at the lo-
cal level whereas nine and six
strikes respectively were ob-
served at the regional levels
during this period.

Twelve strikes were recorded
in the local areas since 1972 to
August 14 of 1975 while five
each were observed at regional
and national levels during the
same period.

Since 1947 till 1971, a total
of 47 general strikes were ob-
served at the national level
while 13 and 24 were observed
at the regional and local levels
respectively.

The report found that there
were mainly four reasons — po-
litical, economical, local issues
and protest against oppressions

in 52 yrs

— for calling such hartals.

Some 335 hartals were
called for political reasons
while 387 strikes were observed
in protest of arrest and repres-
sion, 51 for economical and 168
for local reasons during the last
52 years, it was mentioned in
the study report.

A total of 36 persons were

killed, 985 were injured and 288

arrested at the time of strikes
during the pre-liberation (1947-
1971) era while 200 persons
were killed, 12777 injured and
9140 arrested for the same rea-
son since independence.

The report said, the highest
number of 94 killings occurred
during the Ershad regime while
63 and 36 people were killed
during Khaleda and Sheikh
Hasina regimes respectively.

Most of the killings were by
the law enforcing agencies or
political rivals, the report
added.

The study also mentioned
that the journalists have al-
ways been the target by police
and other law enforcing agen-
cies at the time of llartalgduring
the last 52 years. '

Obituary
Advocate Faruq Omar, a
freedom fighter ang politician,
died of cardiac arrest on Tues-
day night. He was 59, says a
press release,

He Is survived by his wife,
two sons, two daughters and a
host of relatives.

Omar, from Aliyabad village
of Bafltpur thana in Kishore-
%anj. was working at the Dhaka

istrict Judges Court as an
APP.

Bajitur Samily in a state-

ment condoled his death and

expressed s athy for th
members of mphcre);vad I’am!i

| Hly.

Bangladesh, Kenya

From page 1
bowlers can maintain a tight
line and length and the bats-
man play to their potentials,
then we have a better chance to
win the match,” said Dipu,

The bearded coach said that
Ashraful (s likely to be rested
tomorrow. Righ-arm seamer
Tariqul might come In place of
the young stroke-maker,

‘In that case, wicketkeeper
Selim will open the innings
with Shaon (Nahidul Hag)."

While Dipu was talking to
the press in the afternoon, the
Kenyan team arrived at hotel of
this spectacular tourist resort.
The plagcd thelr first match
against Zimbabwe on January
19 at Galle,

‘We will go out for a win,
And, | hope the players will
play according to the instruc-
tion", said the Kenyan coach-
cum-manager Edward Tito.

Edward, who s also the elder
brother of Maurice Odumbe,
sald that thelr inftial target was
to qualify for the Cup league.
‘But since we are now in the
Plate we must have to do some-
thing better in the lesser
league”, he sald.

n the traditional rivalry

between the (wo teams, Edward
said, "| don't know what a flerce
contest |s. But if it Is good
cricket then let it be. '

'l know, if we lose we will
have to pack up our bags. But we
do not want to pack up of bags

that early.”
When Edward played
hilosopher, Kenya captain
ohammad Shclkﬁ vowed to

do something to erase memo-
ries of their stunning defeat
against Nepal in the prelimi-
nary round group league of
tournament. '

'l think, you can't
down than losing to Nepal. It
was really bad. The only way
you can make it up.. by goin
up”, sald the Kenyan Waorlc

JO more

!:lim young left-arm spin er,
who was also a member of (he
Kenyan side in the tri-nation
series In Dhaka last year, said:
‘It Is Interesting to play in the
senlor team and then lead the
Junior team." |

Sheikh sald underlined the
bowling as his team's strength.
Apart from Sheikh, Joseph
Ababu, who also played in the

senlor side, s a good medium
pacer,

| when
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Bazlul Huda's
brother-in-law

placed on remand

By Staff Correspondent

Hanif Bhulyan, brother-in-
law of Bazlul Huda, was ted
a t*v..m::--da?Y police remand by the
court of Chief Metropolitan
g‘laglatratc in the city yester-

ay.

Hanif and Salma Huq Rozy,
wife of Kamrul Huq Swapon,
younger brother of Maj (retd)
Shariful Huq Dalim, were
picked up by Special Branch of
police from Zia International
Airport (ZIA) at midnight
Wednesday mgnt. police sald.

Huda and Dalim are among
the 15 who were sentenced to
death in the Bangabandhu
Murder Case.

Rozy was barred from board-
ing a Calcutta bound aircraft at
8 pm on Tuesday and was de-
lained. She was released later,
police sald,

Hanif was handed over to
Cantonment police. He was
later placed on a two-day police
remand.

Opposition

From page 12

The circular stated that con-
venor of the APAC will call
meetings and preside those. In
absence of the convenor. the
committee will nominate a
member to temporarily act as
the convenor,

The APAC units, if neces-
sary, can give specific responsi-
bility to one or more members.
The Central Lialson Committee
will coordinate all activities of
city and district units of APAC,
and the city and the district
units will directly report to it.

The city and district units of
APAC will coordinate with
their respective municipality,
thana, union and ward commit-
lees,

The APAC will have to be
formed and its convenor chosen
on the basis of discussion
among local units of the par-
ties.

After formation of local
units, full lists shall have to be
sent to the central committees
of the four parties and to the
Central Liaison Committee of-
lice at 29 Minto Road.

All concerned has been
asked to contact the Central Li-

aison Committee immediately
in case of any clarification.

“Let's build APAC in respec-
tive areas within the shortest
time. Let's topple this fascist
government and protect our
democratic system, Constitu-
tion, Iindependence and
sovereignty and territorial in-
tegrity,” the circular appealed.

City BNP convenor Sadek
Hossain Khoka said senior
leaders of city committees of
the four parties would sit today
(o discuss formation of the
APAC in the capital.

He hoped that the committee
would be formed by January 23
the four parties are
scheduled to hold séparate pub-
lic meetings in the city.

Khoka said that BNP as the
largest opposition party-w wuld
get the post of convenor =2nd

ave a majority in the commit-
lees.

BNP sources hinted that
Khoka is going to be convenor
of the city APAC.

GTF chair

From page 12
sembly concluded.

The forum will focus on
transborder areas to protect
tiger habitat. Four priority ar-
eas include (a) the Royal Chit-
wan /Valmiki/Parsa/ Bardia/
Sohelwa, (b) the Sundarbans, (c)
the May-U range and Chin Hills
and (d) Royal Manas and Phip-
S00.

Countries will also prepare
Tiger Action Plans, which will
be submitted to the forum'’s sec-
retarjat by January 2001. The
secretariat wil produce
newsletter twice a year based on
information submitted by the
states. It will also establish a
Web site by January 2001 sub-
ject to the availability of funds.

The forum will approach
donors for funding to support
its conservation programs and
administration costs.

Dr. Christopher Halls, pro-
ramme director of the World
Vide Fund for Nature, said his
organisation will channel al-
most S5 million for tiger con-
servation activities in 13 dif-
ferent countries.

The forum will organise a
major international conference
on tiger conservation in con-
junction with its next general
assembly scheduled for the win-
ter of 2001.

JS Dismal

From pade 1

of the time during the four-hour
proceedings. But the business
continued as none brought the
issue to the notice of the Chair,

The number of MPs, reduced
to 37 at one stage, against the
required strength of 60 for quo-
rum.

The otherwise dull busii.ess
yesterday found a woman MP in
the Chair. But the rare in-
stance also falled to generate
adequate enthusiasm in the
House.

Prof Ethin Rakhaine, a rul-
ing party lawmaker, replaced
Prof All Ashral and ran the
show for 32 minutes. Rakhaine
being in the Chair, the second
such practice in the present
parliament, seemed to have en-
couraged the women MPs from
reserved quota whose presence
was bigger than that of their
male colleagues.

Jatiya Party MP Rabcl\;a
Bhuilyan briefly chaired the
session 18 months ago.

On the private members’
dal;v yesterday, two ruling party
MPs were substituted by their

colle es in moving their reso-
lutions. So happened in the case
of a minister.

Several Treasury Bench
members including one se¢nlor
minister who were listed as a
discussant on the President's
address to the House were also
absent,

Election of JU VC
panel tomorrow

By JU Correspondent

The election of a three-
member panel for Vice-Chan-
cellor of Jahangirnagar Uni-
versity (JU) will be held tomor-
row.

Pro-Awami League and pro-
BNP teachers have floated four
panels to contest the election.

Pro-Awami League teachers
have formed two separate pan-
els, dividing Into two groups
which is a uel to earlier con-
flict between former VC Prof
Alauddin Ahmed and acting VC
and Pro-VC Prof Abdul Bayes,

The pro-AL panel led by Prof
Abdul Bayes is “Pro-Liberation
War Panel”. The other memhers
are Dean of Social Science Fac-
ulty Prof Tajul Islam and Prof
Farida Akhtar of Chemistiry.

The rest of pro-AL teachers
have announrced their “Pro-
Awami Bangalee Nationalist
Panel”. This panel is led by
Treasurer Prof Sharif Enamul
Kabir. The two other members
are former dean of Science
Faculty Prof Mohammad Sal-
imullah and present dean Prof
Khalilur Rahman.

Pro-BNP teachers are also
divided into two groups after a

conflict that brewed over a de-

cision of a section to make al-

liance with Prof Alauddin
Ahmed during the JUTA elec-
tion in February last year.

The pro-BNP teachers led
former president of JU Teach-
ers’ Assoclation (JUTA) Prof
Jasimuddin Ahmed have an-
nounced 'Pro-BNP Democratic
Panel’, The two other candi-
dates are Prof A F M Obaldur
Rahman of Philosophy and
Prof Abdul Ghanl of Pﬁarma-.z

The other section of
teachers have formed 'Panel of
pro-independence, Sovereignty

and Bangladeshi Nationalism
Led b%l'formcr rcsld:llﬁ'o

JUTA Prof Khondoker Mus-
tahidur Rahman, this panel in-
cludes former dean of Fac-
ulty Prof Enamul Haq Khan
and Treasurer of JUTA f Nu-
rul Alam Khan.

The election will be
held al a special session of the
university Senale at the Senate
Room from 9.00 a.m. to 2.00

p.m.

Chanceilor of the uni-
versity will, laler. appoint one
of the elected three as the VC.

BNP

.

From page 1
Bangladesh Chamber of Indus-
try (BCI) at a meeting l!;wr:-s,tert:!:&ﬂj,f
evening decided that they would
not attend the conference.

“We will not attend the so-
called Businessmen's Confer-
ence on January 22 and 24, BCI
acting president AK Azad said.

The move was initiated to es-
tablish business community as
a third force and the main ob-
jective was to convince politi-
cians to shun politics of con-
frontation, he said."We don't
think our goals will be attained
through this conference.”

BGMEA President Anisur
Rahman Sinha said there was
no scope to change their deci-
sion as there was no time.

He also said that he would
consider attending the confer-
ence if FBCCI declared it a con-
ference of its own and not of the
business community.

“Besides, it is too late as to-
morrow (Friday) is the weekly
holiday and there is no time for
me to take approval from my
policy-making body,” Sinha
said.

Meanwhile, the FBCCI Exec-
utive Committee (EC) reviewed
the latest situation and gave
Mintoo the responsibility to
bridge the gap between the apex
body and other key business
bodies.

Talking to The Daily Star, a
top EC member said it was a big
mistake on the part of FBCCI
that it did not communicate
properly with the other busi-
ness leaders.

Shadow over confce

“It will be an exercise in vain
if the four business leaders do
not join the conference as BG-
MEA alone contributes over 70
per cent of the country’s total
export earnings. And also be-
cause garments sector is
severcly affected due to politic=l
unrest,” he said prefer ug
anonymity.

Addressing a press confer-
ence yesterday, Mintoo admit-
ted that he had not formally in-
vited the business leaders to
speak at the ‘grand conference’.

"But as far as we are con-
cerned, no procedural mistake
was done as FBCCI is the apex
trade body representing all the
chambers and trade associa-
tions.”

He also sald there were no
scope of opposing the confer-
ence as FBCCI's decision meant
decision of the entire business
community.

There was no division in the
business community as, he
said, 120 trade bodies out of 165
positively responded to -the
FBCCI move.

Asked to give the list of
business leaders who would
speak at the conference, Mintoo
said it has not been de-
cided.Only the ‘heavy weights’
will chosen as speakers he
added.

When pointed out that the
heavyweights had decided not
to attend the conference. The
FBCCI chief said all the prob-
lems would be taken care of and
that all the leaders would join
it in due course. 3

PDB-AES quarrel

From page 1
tivities for resolving the crisis
by writing appropriate letters.

“Mutual distrust between
PDB and AES has surfaced like
never before,” said a competent
source, "PDB believes that AES
is not taking over the land de-
liberately, as it has no fund to
start its work. On the other
hand, AES believes that PDB
was trying to forcibly hand over
the poorly-prepared land to
favour the land-site developer.”

PDB has asked AES to pro-
vide it with land testing data, to
substantiate its complaints. But
AES declined to provide its land
testing data unless "PDB agreed
to a lace to face negotiation”,
sources added.

Meghnaghat Enwer plant is
the country's biggest power
project which has already all
ready been delayed by than two
years due to the government's
inexperience with private

ower schemes as well as the
and site developer's ineffi-
ciency.

The Tk 141.crore site devel-
opment project was awarded to
a Chinese company after two
rounds of bidding in late '98.
The Chinese company- CWHEC-
was supposed to deliver the land
lirstly in July and then in
September. However, after re-
peated failures, PDB gave a final
deadline for the land- project on
November 15 with an one
month’'s notice to AES for the
site-testing,

However, PDB had asked the

AES to test the project site on
December 3 (instead of October
15). The testing deadline ex-
pired on January 2. However,
CWHEC did not complete their
testing and give their report on
their work within the deadline.
Sources said that PDB's con-
sultant had okayed the works of
CWHEC. But AES's consultant —
Haskoning B.V of the Nether-
lands had raised serious objec-
tions about the project site.

Haskoning observed that
CWHEC used “horizontal wick
drainage technology”™ to com-
pact the project site that was re-
claimed from the Meghna river.

The Chinese firm was supposed
to use a much superior technol-
ogy called “vibro-floatation pil-
in%". As a result, the site sas
not compact enough to support-
equipment which weigh hun-
dreds of tonnes.

It also observed that while
dredging, CWHEC might not
have n properly drained out
ml'i]pltttl}' the soft layer of the
soil.

On these grounds AES has
asked PDB either to take reme-
dial measures by itself or allow
AES to take remedial measures
while PDB pays the costs. PDB,
in reply, said that the project
consultant was satisfied with
the works. Therefore, no reme-
dial measure was necessary.
Meanwhile, PDB has decided
to penalise CWHEC for (ts' delay
at the rate of Tk, 14 lakh per
day from November 15. How-

‘ever, in a rejoinder sent by

CWHEC to The Dally Star last

month, the Chinese company

LY

blamed ‘congestion at the Chit-
tagong port, political instabil-
ity and untimely payments by
PDB’ for the delay.

The Meghnaghat Project was
scheduled to be completed by
2001. It now seems that even if
all goes well, it would not be
completed before 2003.

Ustad Phul
Mohammad dead

Ustad Phul Mohammad died
at a city clinic early yesterday
morning. He was 78, reports
BSS.

The EkKushey Padak winning
maestro Phul Mohammad was
suffering from urinary bladder
cancer. He was admittedgto
Comfort Nursing Centre on De-
cember 30.

He left behind his wile, six
daughters, three sons and a host
of students and admirers.

The namaz-e-janaza of Us-
tad Phul Mohammad was held
in front of his Mirpur residence
alter Zohr prayers.

He was laid to rest at the Az-
im%ur old graveyard after Ma-
greb prayers.

Qulkhwani of Phul Mo-
hammad will be held at his
Mirpur residence, near Son
Cinema Hall, on January 23 af-
ter Magreb prayers, family
sources said.

Indians dominate

From page 1
ered defending champions In-
dia to the top of the leaderboard
on the opening day of the Sec-
ond SAARC Golf Champinnshlp
at the Kurmitola Golf Course
yesterday.

Kumar, an 16-year-old excit-
ing prospect on the home cir-
cuit, and Gangjee both carded
identical scores of one-over 73
azﬁ the Indians tallied two-over
146

Sri Lanka, runners-up last
year at the inaugural edition in
Bangalore, occupied second spot
with five-over 149. Pakistan
lied in third position on 13-
over 157.

Bangladesh followed in
fourth thanks to the country’s
No.1 player Showkat-uz Zaman
and Sadig Quddus. Each scored
seven-over 79 aplece. The third
member of the team Siddikur
Rahman managed 85

Himalayan countries --
Bhutan in fifth and Nepal in
sixth -- brought up the rear.
They collected 164 and 165 re-
spectively.

Kumar after encountering a
bogey on the second hole,
birdied the third. Besides, he

aired the first four holes of his
ack-to-nine. He also birdied

the 14th. 1

Gangjee birdied the seventh,
14th and 17 holes.

Earlier, Chief of Army Staff
and president of the Kurmitola
Golf Club Lt Gen M Mustafizur
Rahman teed-ofl the players at
eight in the morning as the
chief guest.

The second round begins at

the same venue at 10 a.m.
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