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The post-election session of the Congress
Working Committee proved that party
leaders are still busy with Sonia Gandhi,
not the party, writes M Abdul Hafiz in

Sonia's Introspection
COMMENTS

It is the failure of the SAARC that the idea
of sub-regional co-operation appears to
make headway, writes Arshad-uz Zaman in

Energising the SAARC
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Obstruction to the natural flow of the rivers
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may have largely contributed (o arsenic
contamination of groundwater in
Bangladesh, writes Thomas E Bridge
and Meer T Hussain in

Paying the price for smothering the rivers

Leading Indian expert in interventional
cardiology Dr Ashok Seth talks fo
Naimul Haq about the standard of cardiac
care in Bangladesh
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- Dhaka, Delhi to dig into bilateral treasure

Cross-border terrorism, communication links top ministerial talks

Bangladesh and India yes-
terday discussed bilateral and
regional security issues and
problems of cross border terror-

ism.
The two sides also focussed

on opening the entire gamut of
multi-modal transportation
links between the two coun-
tries, including rail, bus service
and shipment of cargo by road.

Discussions relating to
neighbours, including Bhutan,
Nepal and Myanmar were also
held.

A joint meeting of e ris
will be held in Dhaka next week
to be followed by a meeting of
foreign and home secretaries.

Other subjects of bilateral
and onal concern were dis-
cussed by the visiting Indian
State Minister for External Af-
fairs Ajit Kumar Panja with
Bangladesh leaders during

calls-on and also at the official
level talks between him and his
Bangladesh counterpart State
Minister for Foreign Affairs

_Abul Hasan Chowdhury.

The two sides decided to
identify all the bilateral prob-
lems between the countries and
also make maximum use of
their physical proximity to im-
prove communications for
"best economic advantage.”
They decided to remove imped-
iments in the way of increasing
physical links.

The Indian minister, who
arrived on a 3-day trip to
Bangladesh, had a hectic pro-
gramme yesterday, including a
call-on with the Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina and the Foreign
Minister Abdus Samad Azad.

Ajit Panja, who is a former
central minister of Informa-
tion and belongs to the Tri-

By Diplomatic Correspondent

nomool Congress in Vajpayee's
coalition government l:lad a
one-on-one meeting for nearly
20 minutes with Abul Hasan
Chowdhury, before the two
sides met for official talks
which lasted over an hour.

After the end of the official
talks, the two ministers took
questions from newsmen.

Ajit Panja said that both
sides “reviewed all the bilateral
issues that were of concern to
our countries and also other
neighbouring countries.”

¢ sald that discussions
were held on security Issues
cancerning the two neigbours
and “also about other neigh-

. bouring countries.”

Panja particularly
tioned that “im
sions”™ were hel

men-

rtant discus-
about Bhutan,
Ne&al and Myanmar. He said,
without elaborating, that it was

important to look regionally
since information tccﬁnnln
was turning the world in to a
global village.

The Indian minister said
that the two sides had discussed
opening of multi-modal cor-
munication system, which
would benefit the entire region.

“In the new millennium, the

message Is o move together and
it Is the economic content that

forms the core issue of bilateral
cooperation.”

th the ministers said that
a joint statement would be is-
sued at the end of the visit.

The Bangladesh side at the
talk, led by Abul Hasan Chowd-
hury, included Additional For-
eign secretary Dr Toufiq Ali,
Director General South Asia.
Iftekharul Karim and Dhaka's
High Commissioner to New
Delhi, Mostafa Farugue Muh-

hamad.

The Indian side, led by Ajit
Panja included High Commis-
sioner Dev Mukhkerjee, Deput
High Commissioner Panaki
Das, Economic Counsellor
Hamid Rao and Press Counsel-
lor Riva G Das

Abul Hasan Chowdhury told
newsmen, “Bangladesh could be
considered as a regional
‘communications network
hub’. We will offer our coopera-
tion after adequate study. The
capacity of our roads to carry
the burden of cargo has to be ex-
amined,” he said, while making
an indirect reference to India's
proposal for transshipment
and transit.

He said Dhaka had asked for
reducing trade deficits and dis-
cussions for sharing the waters
of the common rivers, apart
from the Ganges.

Shadow over

conference
gets longer

Key chamber chiefs decide
to stay away
By M Shamsur Rahman and Shahriar Karim

The business community
appears divided over the Bust-
nessmen’'s Conierence spon-
sored by the Federation of
Bangladesh Chambers of Com-
merce and Industry (FBCCI) and
scheduled to begin tomorrow as
the chiefs ol four key business
bodies have decided not to join
the conlerence.

FBCCI President Abdul Awal
Mintoo, who returned from
abroad yesterday, was seen busy
trying o convince them to at-
tend the two-day conference.

The conference was arranged
to persuade political leaders to
avoid politics of confrontation
which was weighing too much
on the economy and business.

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina and Leader of the Oppo-

sition in Parliament Khaleda

conlerence.
The FBCCI president alif.

with wvice presidents w
abroad keeping the other
chamber leaders “in dark”

about the programmes of the
conference. sources alleged.
“Through press reports, we
came to know that we were se-
lected as speakers at the confer-
ence.” a top business leader
said.

The leaders of Dhaka Cham-
ber of Commerce and Industry
(DCCI), Metropolitan Chamber
of Commerce and Industry
(MCCI), Bangladesh Garments
Manufacturers and Exporters
Association (BGME and

See page 11 Col7

| PDB, AES

continue

to quarrel
No end in sight two
weeks after deadline

By Staff Correspondent

The crisis regarding the
Meghnaghat Power Plant site
continues to remain unresolved
even after two weeks of the ex-
piry of the deadline for
‘handing over of the site by the
Power Development Board
(PDB)’ to the US company, AES.

Sources said that while PDB
claimed the 100-hectare site for
the power plant to be ready for
being h
that the site was not developed
‘as per the contractual terms'
and it was ‘unsafe’ for setting up
the plant.

AES also said that as per its
own prn{'ect sile testing data, if
it installed heavy machinery
there, it could result in fault in
the alignment of the power
plant and ultimately the plant
could be ‘destabilised’.

While the disagreements
between PDB and AES have
reached a dead end, there had
been no negotiation to resolve
them. Sources said that AES
has asked PDB to resolve the
problems by holding negotia-
tions. but PDB had reduced ac-

See page 11 Col7

ided over, AES "says™™

Opposition acts on
action formula

Circular sent out to form

campaign committees
By Rezaul Karim

BNP and other opposition
parties started circulating in-
structions to all city and dis-
trict units yesterday to form an
All-Party Action Council
(APAC) soon.

The formation of the APAC
at cily, district, municipalitly,
thana, ward and union levels
~across the country is
Doast’ the “sivecl prolost
quicken the Tall of the go
ment. '

The secretaries-general of
BNP, Ja é']ya Party, Jamaat-e-Is-
lami and Islami Oikya Jote
signed the circular 8n January
18.Chiefs of the four parties at a
summit meeting on November
30 last year announced to formm

| the APAC at all levels.

The circdlar consisting of 10
instructions asked for forma-
tion of Halson committees at
district headquarters with pres-
idents and general secretaries
or convenors and joint con-
venors of district units of the
four parties, elected representa-
tives and local eminent person-
alities.

iimed to

Pé.
w ol e,

The circular has given three
responsibilities to all units: to
conduct a massive mass contact
programme, implement all pro-
grammes to be announced by
the Central Liaison Committee
and solve problems that may
creep in locally.

Each,unit will have one con-
VEnos.3
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Hrcular further asked

. "Bm consfitution of APAC in co-

eminent

ordination with representa-
tives ol opposition (Four Party
and Seven Parly) alliances,
other political parties, groups,
personalities, stu-
dents, workers and professional

bodies and those who want to .

lake part in the one-point
movement.

it said the APAC in Dhaka,
Chittagong, Khulna and Ra-
Jshahi cities will also have
committees at thana and ward
levels while the district com-
mittees have units at munici-
Fality. thana, ward and union
evels.

See page 11 col 6

Silos stuck with saturated

A saturated food reserve has
forced the government to go for
immediate release of food to
save the grains [rom rotting
and making room in the sflos
for fresh intakes.

Official sources, however,
ruled out any possibility of the
old stock rotting, provided all
food-supported programmes are
implemented ‘in time’.

An all time record stock of
16 lakh 25,000 (ood in the
godowns has created a situation

to face up to which the govern-

ment has to sanction addi-
tional grains for food-supported
development programmes!

Otherwise, the age-old silos
would not have any space left
for fresh procurements to be
stocked. said sources,

A total number of 639 public

seclor granaries have got a
maximum stock capacity of 18
lakh MT.

But, due to lack of mainte-
nance and renovations the
‘stock-capacity’ has reduced
substantially causing possibil-
ities of the grain quality tting
spoilt, If preserved for Jonger
period, that is.

However, after the successive
bumper crops In last boro,
wheat and Aman, government
had to go for vigorous procure-
ment drive to give price incen-
tives to the growers.

Food Ministry sources said
that government has raised
budget for Food for Works (FFW)
programme from 5 lakh 25.000
MT to 7 lakh 5,000 MT to com-

bat the ‘saturating stock situa-
tion’'. :

By Reaz Ahmad

[t would be ‘political risk-
laking® for the government if
any grain rots in the silos, said
sources recalling such an inci-
dent that had occurred in 1994.
Mentionably, findings of the
government investigation into
that rice-rotting scandal has
never seen the daylight, though
three years have e{apsed.

In addition to normal bud- °

getary allocations, government
would off-load an additional
one lakh MT for works under
Local Government Engineerin
Department and an additiona
90.000 MT for works under Wa-
ter Development Board in Jan-
uary.

According to the Directorate
of Food, government would off-
take a total of 12 lakh MT grain

in the current dry season under
Public Food Distribution Sys-
tem (PFDS).

The allocation would go to
inlfrastructure development
works, vulnerable group feeding
(VGF), vulnerable group devel-
opment (VGD) and relief pur-

poses.

+  To begin with, government
chad already released some
40,000 MT from the godowns on
the eve of the Muslims' holy Eid

destival when ministers dis-
sributed food relief among poor
in their respective districts.

On the other hand, govern-
ment would have to keep room
in the silos for Aman and up-
mmin% Boro storage and also
lor its lood aid programme.

Meanwhile, a Food Ministry

stocks

report noted that due to abun-
dant domestic market supplies,

the open market price of fool-
grains had fallen in November
and early December 1999.

To protect the market price
from dropping further, the gov-
ernment Eas already imposed
duties on rice import.

And now reports from rice-
rich northern reglons suggest
that price is picking up gradu-
ally, much to the delight of the
farmers.

According to a Novartis
newsletter, though the prices of
paddy are less than the 1998
aman season, -farmers are
hagpy with the price range.
1998 was a flood-year and
prices were high all through,
the newsletter explains.

¥l no more than 101

Biting dust
4=A _palatial residence,.crares of takgsand powerful friends couldn’t
Ershad Shikder to his knees at the High Court yesterday. (Story on Back Page)
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stop justice fram brmgingd

The Jatiya Sangsad contin-
ued to ofler a dismal look until
yesterday with lawmakers of
the major opposition parties
keeping off the house and those
of the ruling party apparently
losing interest in the
monotonous proceedings of the
house.

Lack of quorum in the House
seems to be turning out to be a
chronic problem of the House.
The frequent ‘lack of quorum’
position worsens, especially
when Prime Minister Sheik
Hasina is not in the house.

Unlike on the previous occa-
sions, Hasina, also Leader of
the House, was found to be ab-
sent from the House for most of
the days during the current
session. She has so far at-
tended the house on only two of
the nine working days, as she
was indisposed.

Front ranking ministers have
also been following suit. They
have been absenting on a larger
numbers. Some ol them were
found absent even on the days
they had scheduled businesses
concerning their own ministries.
The newly appointed ministers
also do not appear to be regular
in their attendance.

Attendance by other MPs are

also becoming thinner with ev-

Filth flows forth
The city’s sewer lirfes choked again yesterday, spewing. sew
l m . & oY . % :

B "

age onto the street in Purana
Star photo: Sk. Enamul Haq

MATARA, Jan 20:
Bangladesh renew their rivalry
with Kenya in their second
Plate group league match of the
World Youth Cricket Champli-
onship at the Uyanwatee Sta-
dium in Matara tomorrow.

The match of the two old foes
I8 expected to be a flercely con-
tested one as a win would mean
a lot for both,

Bangladesh, fresh alter thelr
impressive 7-wicket victory
over Namlibia, need a victory

to move Into the semifinals,

even before playing the last

guup match against a strong
mbabwe,

On the other hand, Kenya,
smarting under a six-wicket
defeat at the hands of Zim-
babwe, are left with only option
of beating Bangladesh to stay In

i against their African opponents

the
Althos
Ler

in the senlor level of the gam
the Hannan-led boys appear

i

l:{r:nya hold a bet-
against Bangl‘hc?:s o

From Al-Amin

conlident to upstage their op-
ponents in their first first-ever
meeting at Matara.

"My boys are not bothered
with the past., They are ready to
take the Kenyans the way they
had taken the other teams In
the meet”, sald Bangladesh
coach Dipu Rai Chowdhury at
the Dickeella Village Hotel to-

day.

Dipu . was talking to
Bangladeshi journalists on his
team’s return from a training
session at Uyanwatte Stadium,
20km away from this tempo-
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Renewal of old I'iV&lI‘§

Youngsters take on Kenya today

rary abode of his side.

“The Kenyans are a talented
side. They love to play their
shots. But the wicket here will
not suit their batting. And if my

See page 11 col 4
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Indians
dominate
Day One

By Lenin Gani
Sensational performances

mmmn teen Ashok
| and ilG ee pow-

- See page 1] col 8

By Nazmul Ashraf

ery passing day. Many of them
are found absent from the
House with the start of the
day's business. They, however,
begin to leave the house grad-
ually, even after arriving late.
Those who stay back also do not
appear lo be attentive enough to
the businesses of the house,
other than those they them-
selves participate in.

Speaker Humayun Rasheed
Chowdhury's presence in the
current session has also become
less frequent. Deputy Speaker
Abdul Hamid had run the busi-
ness of the House on most of
the days, but handed over the
chair to Panel member Prof Ali
Ashral.

On Saturday the Speaker
had to wait for 45 minutes to
start the day's business. As

JS In quorum crisis

House fails fo enthuse even Treasury MPs

pointed out by the Chair on that
day, it was due to absence of
the Prime Minister that Chair's
request for the lawmakers to
come on in went unheeded

The JS Business Advisory
Committee {(BAC) had decided
that the Speaker and the
Leader ol the House would enter
the House right on the schedule.
The new tactic worked and the
members came on time, at
least ensuring the quorum,
since boycott of the Opposition
MPs worsened the crisis since
July last year.

The situation worsened yes-
terday when the House began
its sitting 21 minutes behind the
schedule of 9.30am. The delay
was not the worst recorded. The
House lacked quorum for most

See page 11 col 6
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