DHAKA WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 19,2000

e

e e e
E r—— " e e B R
e R

DHANMONDI

KALYANPUR

MIRPUR
| RN Instalment facili

available

Federal Express Lt o N only for purchases above Tk. 7,500 _"-;
| Bangladesh Express Co. Ltd. | [ Houwse# S3(New)Rd.#3A (New) | | Khwaja Super Market R e A Leté make thinge bettew  Transcom Electronics Limited
| Sty Pideral Batsis Conpanttion. | Dhanmondi R.A., Dhaka - Ka]yanpur, Dhaka Mi.ll');nll;' Dhaka Official llcensee of Philips Electronics N.V. for lighting products, radio and TV sels.

Tel # 9565114: Fax #9565112 / \ Tel # 863896 ) Tel # 808803 Tel 9;)10493 E_ﬂ PHI Ll ps Dhaka: §15307-10 Ctg.: 716353, 723578 Khulna: 720304 Bogra: 6215

Visit your nearest Philips Display Centre today

“S-trike ab: }
ports across
India

Reported hijack |

bid was a
hoax, JS told

By Staff Correspondent

No plan to cut defence
- budget, PM tells JS

at 158.28 lakh metric tons dur-

Students lock
main gate
of Queens

Prime : ’ :
Foreign Minister Abdus | Hasina ,,egfﬁ.!:.‘}l;"i;,dsg‘;:.{,“gf ing 1998-99. She hoped that | Univer Slty
BOMBAY, Jan 18: Nearly Samad Azad told the Jatiya | ment that the government has '8 year's Aman production |
100,000 workers went on strike Sangsad yesterday that the re- | no plan to reduce the country's might cross one crore tons. By DU Correspondent
for highf‘f Wﬂgf’s tOIdIW at 11 E‘Ent ;'Cgﬂrtﬂd bi o hUﬂCk a defmce budget,. rcmrm UNB She said prclimlﬂﬂw estl- Students of gum Umm_
major ports in India's first na- Cglnglf-tl esh Biman I!lght' at Rep) to the question ap- mation of Boro crop is not pos- sity (QU) in the city yesterda
tionwide dock strike in a '?’;:c E:‘Ell:'?v;:d tln be t:i hoax'. ‘peared in the name of JP mem- SPlc at :.jhlsh!tage. “‘VT* llt 18 | 1oc the main gate of the uJ
decade, reports AP. e e f{“ ssued a state- . r Dr Rustam Alt Farazi, she = S¥Pected that Boro will also versity for about three hours
Indian ports handle some led I l ¢ House about the so- | sald the armed forces’ budget is yieid bumper harvest this year: protesting what they termed ir-
684,000 tons of cargo daily and ;:ﬂaw;:: P Elne”hljacking bid, fol- - prepared considering the re- Prime ~Minister salid | regularities and corruption by
a prolon%ed. strike of workers - ﬂ% l:?d cla _ al}entlun notice | quirement of the defence as well Bangladesh's election to UN Se- the yniversity authorities.
up to the level of superintendent L ul Latf Mirza of the | as resources. curity Council is a manifesta- e "Queens Universit
(s EKPEClEd to Cflp])lﬁ? the casury Bench, tllon of the success of Its prag- Chhatra %angram Parisha
movement of ships and goods. He said, the Calcutta police The budget is not prepared  matic foreign policy and wise

The strike began in the

arrested 11 Palestinian Mus-

with Intention of reducing or

diplomacy.

(QUCSP)" also submitted a 30-

: Wy lims having Israeli citizenship | Increasing, she added Repl f int demand to the authori-

thwestern port of Bombay at B €ll citizenship g, she a . plying to a question from
ﬁ::lni‘;l:? on I'Flondm‘. Wurk}crs on dJanuary 11, after She told the House that ABM Ebdul Kashem 'égaﬁa ‘T;-gﬁh' ir(:cg.ld;i ?;;Plﬂgg
from 10 other ports joined in at Bangladesh's chut High | bumper production of Aman (Chittagong), the prime minis- -char?celln{ (VC) :nd appoint-
B oy, said Anthond: Rils Commissioner (DHC) there re- | and Boro during this financial ter told the House that from ing VCs on the basis 0“& Pres-

lai, general secretary of the All
India Port and Dock Workers
Federation.

More than 16,000 workers
from he Calcutta and Haldia
ports in easlern India demon-
strated outside the Calcutta
Port Trust headquarters and
were beaten back by police with
batons. Twenty protesters were
injured, said Keshab Pal, assis-
tant secretary of the Calcutta
Ports Workers Union.

Huge explosives
se1zed 1in Assam

GUWAHATI. India. Jan 18

Police in India’s troubled far-
east today said they had selzed a

Better judgement, please

See page 11 Col7

Dhaka to join
Indian Ocean
Rim tomorrow

Bangladesh will formally
join the Indian Ocean Rim As-
soclation for Regional Cooper-
ation (IOR-ARC) at a meeting of
the organisation in Muscat.
Oman, tomorrow, reports BSS,

Foreign Minister Abdus
Samad Azad will lead the six-
member Bangladesh delegation
at the extraordinary meeting of
the council of ministers of IOR-
ARC.

With induction of

year was possible for making
agriculture inputs available
with the farmers and ensuring
fair price of farm produce.

"Favourable weather, timel
use of fertilisers besides avail-
ability of agriculture inputs
contributed to the bumper pro-
duction." Hasina said while re-
plylng to Adv Sheikh Moham-
mad Nurul Hugq of the Treasury
Bench.

She told the House that pro-
duction target of paddy was set
at 145.88 lakh metric tons from
35 lakh hectares for the current
fiscal year,

The Prime Minister said
Boro production was recorded

March next Bangladesh would

take the responsibility as pres-

ident of the ggcurity ouncil,
The Prime Minister said,

this post would lead the country

to. a dignified and honourable
position at the very onset of the
new millennium as Bangladesh
has played a vital role in
maintaining peace, security
and balance in the present day
world.

As only country from South
Asia to the Security Council,
Bangladesh would play signifi-
cant role in this 188-member
world body in reducing nuclear

tension and other conflicts, she
saic.

ident's recommendations, stop-
ping expulsion of the students
illegally and increasing the
number of hostel seats. The stu-
dents also demanded permis-
sion for setting up of students’
union at the university.

QU sources said, the students
who were agitating on the cam-
pus for the last few days to | ress
their demands had locked the
gate at about 1lam confining
the teachers and the students.

They brought out a proces-
sion and organised a rally on
the campus at about 12 noon,
from where the QUCSP decided

See page 11 Col7
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Hons examinees

Bangladesh into the grouping of
littoral and island states, the

members of the body will rise to
19.

large amount of powerful explo-
sives, including RDX, with
which separatist rebels had |
planned to stage blasts ahead ol

Rajshahi University campus bans the sexes from mixing near the teacher’s residential area.
The restrictions are supposed to prevent students from engaging in “naked sexual
behaviours” that degrade the residences’ environment, but isn’t there a better way to

put up barricade

the country’'s Republic Day next
week.

A police spokesman in
Guwahati, capital of Assam,
told AFP 10 Kkilograms (22
pounds) ol RDX, seven Kkilo-
grams (15.4 pounds) of plastic
explosives and numerous deto-
nators were recovered early
Monday from a bamboo basket
placed in a bus

The explosive consign-
ment was seized from a private
bus by our men while they were
on a routine patrol,” he said.
"The consignment was destined
for Guwahati and were sent by
rebels to stage blasts there.”

Gunfight leaves
IS hurt at

paign strategy towards forcing uary 23. Bangladesh State Minister for The cross-examination of };c{}:gdult:h: S e J‘
B > l the Awami League’s ouster. A party official said the | Foreign Affairs Abul Hasan Mul;}ammad Shahlrdu]lah, t?:’ Examinees of Honours Part
arisa They are likely to announce planned rally would go ahead if | Chowdhu SIxLh prosecution witness in the

“rom Staff Correspondent

BARISAL, Jan 18: At least 15
people were injured three ol
them seriously, in a gunfight

|

make students behave than by posting such an indecent sign.
—Star photo by Kamran Reza Chowdhury

|

Opposition plans
another round of

hartal this month

Star Report

BNP-led opposition alliance
ponders another round of har-
tal this month as the four par
ties are designing their cam-

a series ol programmes, includ-
ing a hartal on January 26 or
27, from separate public rallies
on January 23, sources said
This time, a top BNP leader

Party chiel H M Ershad, the
principal accused in the
Manzur murder trial, is sched-
uled to appear in court on Jan-

the trial schedule changed,
Meanwhile, the two parlies
yvesterday buried hatchets over
composition ol all-party action
councils after five days of nego-

Indian state
minister for
external affairs

due tomorrow
By Diplomatic

Correspondent

Discussions on tranship-
ment, opening of multi-modal
communication links and bi-
lateral trade are expected to top
the agenda of talks between In-
dian State Minister for Exter-
nal Affairs Ajit Panja and

The Ingan minister is due to
arrive here on a three-day offi-
cial visit tomorrow. It will be
the first visit by an Indian
leader since the BJP-led coali-

Bangladesh applied for its
membership during the second
council of ministers meeting of
IOR-ARC in Maputu, Mozam-
bique, in March last year.

Meanwhile, Azad signed the

instrument of acceptance' for
joining the organisation on
January 6, Foreign Ministry
sources said yesterﬁay.

The Special Meeting of the
Committee of Senior Officials
of the member states will begin
tomorrow in the Omani capital.

Rubel murder

Cross-examination

of sixth PW held

By Court Correspondent

Shamim Reza Rubel Murder
Cuse was completed by the three
defence lawyers in the Third
Additional Metropolitan Ses-
sions Judge's Court, Dhaka yes-

on Mirpur Rd

By Staff Correspondent

Traffic on Mirpur road came
to a halt for about two hours
yesterday as a section of exam-
inees ol Honours Part-IIl of
Dhaka College put up a barri-
cade there.

'T‘hely were demanding hold-
ing of the examination on
schedule.

Earlier, the examinees
brought out a procession in the
city and held a rally at Central
Shaheed Minar. The rally was
addressed, among others, by
Firoz, Rubel, Lucky and Kiron.

Speakers at the rally
prolested the demand for shift-
ing of Honours Part-1II exami-
nation date to the end of March
and urged the NU authorities to

III under the National Univer-
sity {NU) en Monday gave a 48-
hour ullUmatum to meet their
demand. Otherwise, they would
resort to strike at all colleges

: from January 23, they threat-
between the armed activists of said, the hartal would also tiations at dilferent levels. Both tion government bounced back lerc_}?]y. J . di d till ened. i

two rival groups in the town to- protest the proposed Public Khaleda and Ershad personally Lo power. 3 € FdSS[? was adjourne Meanwhile, the authorities
day. Salety (Special Provision) Bill, intervened when their col- Diplomatic sources said the SUHAXY, oL,

According to police and wit-
nesses, one 'Boma Mamum' an
associate of a Jubo League
leader was beaten up by the
armed activists of the rival
group over collection of tolls
and drug trading at Palashpur
in the town last night.

As a cequel to the incident
the supporters of Mamum led by
Muna and Chhakka attacked
the area at around 1:30 pm to-
day.

They exploded crackers and
fired shots during the attack.

e s m—

—

which the Cabinet cleared on
Monday.

The parties plan to intensify
the campaign from February
the sources said. The tentative
decisions came after a series of
intra-BNP meetings and con-
sultations among alliance
partners

BNP chief Khaleda Zia is ex-
pected to announce the new pro-
grammes on January 23.

However, Jatiya Party, the
second largest alliance compo-
nent, is not sure about its plans,

leagues failed to reach consen-
SUS.

In another development, the
government's reported willing-
ness to soften its stand has
added a new dimension to the
political crisis. Political
sources say there has been some
pressure on both sides to create
a favourable climate which
could lead to a dialogue ahead of
President Clinton's expected
visit in March.

On Sunday, Prime Minister

See page 11 Col7

visit will be 'very important’ as
several key bilateral issues will
be discussed. Talks on opening
of rail links between the two
countries are also expected to be
held.

Ajit Panja, who is a former
Central Information Minister
will be received by State Minis-
ter Abul Hasan Chowdhury. The
two will hold official talks the
same afternoon.

The Indian minister will
make a courtesy call on Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina. He
will also call on Finance Minis-

ter Kibria and Industries Minis-

ter Tofail Ahmed.

The CID charged 14 people,
including former AC Akram
Hussain and Mukuli Begum, a
local Awami League leader,
with murder. Ten of the 14 ac-
cused appeared in the court yes-
terday.

The four other accused - SI
Nurul Alam, Mong She-oen,
Abdul Kalam Azad and Zakir
Hossain — are still at large.

Rubel, a 24-year-old BBA
student of the Independent Uni-
versity, was picked up by a
team police near his residence
on July 23, 1998 and was tor-
tured to death in custody the
same day.

Against the tide

Dhaka College students lay a two-hour siege to the Mirpur
Road in the city yesterday demanding that the examina-
tions of Honours Part-III under National University be

held on schedule.

—Star photo

of the National University at a
meeling yesterday called upon
the examinees of Honours Part-
Il to cooperate with all con-
cemed for smooth holding of
the examination scheduled to
begin on January 24.

The meeting in a resolution
said, if any examinee fails to
appear at the examination be-
ginning on January 24, the au-
thorities will allow him to sit
for the same examination in
June this year, a press release of
the university said.

See page 11 Col7

PDB’S bid to improve
billing & accounting

By Sharier Khan

Billing and accounting
should be more transparent and

cent by the end of this month
but it hasn't achieved its goal.

competitive under a Power De- The board also plans to im-
velopment Board plan to intro- prove bill collection and fight
duce separate systems in each of power theft. Various clients
its 22 zones. owe the board over Tk 2,500 v
g o e 5 F “The performances of each ° crore in unpaid dues.
o R R 4 6. zones will be compared, with The latest plan come on the | |
the best receiving incentives,” heels of a government decision
> = oL SLE U *;‘g‘ . _ sald a well-placed source, to amalgamate the board's
BT o, 2 . B FF T Under the present system, Ashuganj power plants to form
15 0 Q) G QQC’T iy zones collect bill separately, but  the Ashughanj Power Company.-
J, Wi Ll ‘k e 2 the accounting is done cen- The move (triggered unrest
, .- & R e T 0 O trally. The performance of the among the board’'s staff, who | :
199 3 W)oﬁ]‘ CQ]WW qBT&r Y/ zones is never considered. worried it was the beginning of ZPT-JRAN AT, T 517 G
' A ate Nige | _} Board authorities are re- the PDB's end. 131w 2% e ST e ICIGIH
' RS ’% PN structuring the system to cut the However, the staff stopped
‘ : Ul e, T R — % system losses to a tolerable their movement after the gov- * mmmﬁzﬂﬁﬁmﬂaﬁqﬁ[ 4
g7 1 :‘“:“T“‘:-f‘“f et fi'-a“*"lh R sy T level by 2003. ernment assured them the
51 l],,:,-—dbﬁfi_ J'-,!—.:..L bl G5 Abrtihbe i } Agmrgmg tlgl power exp:f::]rts_ bom;:: would }r;mt ltt:ie ab?jllsl:ed. : v -
& rosnTe s ot -.rfé w8 | Lthe board could turn a profit if “The authorities designe
;:fi !”-""}J ,‘ a v it can cut its losses belu'..\? 20 per ﬂlhmt' rﬁfurms S0 Ehe staff ori*fl't Sl ﬁmﬁﬁ P Wﬁ'
AT T -, cent. resist change,” said a source. He WW mﬁ@
The board wanted to cut it's  said he expects the staff to co- &= ﬁﬂﬂgl |
losses [rom 22 per cent to 18 per  operate with the proposal. L SaE e
: - A Feiee e 9 FHgmTEe
Floods: Modern warning, wfarrsa fif *HTa ToaCs R A
'
management stressed PSS AN ;
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By Staff Correspondent

Politicians should consider
modern warning and disaster
management systems to min-
imise the damage caused by an-
nual floods and save lives, con-
cluded a symposium at the
LGED Bhavan yesterday.

"Peoples’ Livelihoods at the
Land-Water Interface - Emerg-
ing Perspectives on Interac-
tions between People and the
Floodplain Environment”™ was
organised by the Bangladesh
Centre for Advanced Studies In
conjunction with the Univer-
sity of Leeds and the University
of Newcastle,

In his presidential speech at
the opening session, Tauhidul
Anwar Khan, the director gen-
eral of the Water Resource
Planning Organisation, said
Iresh water management plan-
ners should learn from their
past mistakes and consult peo-
ple living in vulnerable zones.

(i

the centre's chairman,

. Khan also emphasised the
need for better maintenance of

flood protection infrastructure.

A. Z. M. Obaidullah Khan,
ex-
pressed concern at degradation
of organic contents in soil due
to the applications of chemical
fertiliser and pesticildes. He
stressed the need to protect the
rights of farmers and fisher-
meri.

Matthew Chadwick, a Uni-
versity of Leeds' delegate, said
the 1998 floods caused exten-
sive crop losses and property
damage but also helped increase
the soll’'s fertility.

Experts from home and
abroad also discussed liveli-
hood strategies, water resources
management, policy frame-
works, agricultural production
and wetland resource manage-
ment.
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