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celved a secret Information

FM: Hijack bid a hoax

The foreign minister found
most press reports on the incl-

dent as “not objective” and said,

o e buddhe of Gwalior Gharana, about a plan for hijacking a 4% per convention, landing
Eaf'fncal o vwéo?narg?::linun? India. Venue: National lane of the Biman al!ld 50“%1“ permits are usually iested 1o
" TG . 7 pm. Ip of the West govern-  Dationals of those countries

roup Theatre Federation meeting:
gwmgh'Gmup Theatre Federation will hold a meeting Qo
rogramines.
pm.

discuss its upcoming drama festival and other
Venue: Theatre Centre, 144 New

Baily Road. Time:

Exhibition: A three-day exhibition of different products

evolved by the organisations under the Minis
Technology will begin. Venue: BCSIR premises.

of Science and
e: 10 am.

Moderate cold wave

Dry weather will prevail over the country in the next 12 hours

till 6 pm today, reports UNB.

Mel office sai

thick fog could blanket Rajshahi divisio 1 and

the river basins, while light to moderate fog may occur elsewhere

this morning.

Moderate to severe cold wave may sweep

over Rajshahil and

Khulna divisions and the region of Srimunﬁ_.al and mild to mod-
e

erate cold wave may sweep elsewhere during

period.

Night temperature may fall by 1-3 degree Celsius over the

country.
Yesterday's high

est temperature of 26.2 degree Celsius was

recorded at Teknal and the lowest of 6.6 degrees at Satkhira and _

Srimongal.

The sun sets in the capital today at 5.35 pm and rises tomorrow

at 6.43 am.

Maximum and minimum temperature and humidity recorded in
some major cities and towns yesterday were:

gl wste: TR

Police swung into action on illegal occupants at Segun Bagicha in the city yesterday.

— Star photo

ment to offset L

The DHC also Informed the
Biman manager in Calcutta and
the government authorities In
Dhaka of the reported hijack-
lngglnl 1o be altemﬂtle: S001.

ut the 11 were released
on January 13, as an Investiga-
tion by the intelligence in Cal-
cutta could not crruve the allega-
tion of the bid to hijack ‘:ﬁ
plane, he sald.

Azad, however, sald the
Bangladesh authorities can-
celled the landing permits ear-
lier issued for those 11 people,
as a precautionary measure.

He sald that the DHC had
granted the 11 people of Arab
permits, who

origin landin

were scheduled to fly to Dhaka
from Calcutta with Biman on
January 11. This was done after
the Delhi Tablig Jamaat had
requested the Bangladesh mis-
sion in the Indian capital to is-
sue them l:.mu'.llngl permits for
attending the Bishwa ljtema of
the Tablig Jamaat at Tongi,

to begin on January 29.

set

with which Bangladesh has no
diplomatic relations for the
purpose of facilitating busi-
nesses or religious activities.

On previous occaslons, Loo,
he noted, such landing permits
were Issued for attending the
Bishwa ljtemma at Dhaka. Be-
sides, he added, such methods
were also practised in other
countries.

In response to a query from
Latif Mirza, the minister told
the House that the government
was alert aboutl any conspiracy
to foll the execution of the court
verdict against the killers of
B bandhu.

e Civil Aviation Ministry
had been alerted against any act
of conspiracy or sabotage re-
garding execution of the verdict
and such alarms were also
sounded to all concerned
through diplomatic channels.

In his notice, Latif Mirza
had questioned how the Israeli
citizens were given visa by the
g?n Jladesh mission to travel to

1aka.

- Spl trains for
Biswa [jtema

Railway arranged 24 special
trains to carry devotees as
preparations neared comple-
tion for hosting a three-day

Another micro-credit laurel

SafeSave thrives on small savers in slums

By Nazmul Ashraf

Zia’s birth anniversary

From page |
fateha at the mazar of Zia,
Quran khawani, milad mahfil,
discussion meeting, Falnting
competition, musical soiree
and rally. The party has already

will organise discussion meet-
ings on January 24, 25 and 26,
respectively. On the mncludln%
day on January 27, BNP wil

bring out a colourful procession
from the party's central office

SR ¥y ke A Biswa Hicma, heghining, can- bfgtund 3 t;gi)day pé::::gggmmc 7 Sgl{unPs units in all cities, dis-
in Celslus percentage uary 29 on the bank ol river SafeSave, a Dhaka-based present the award to Ruther- monthly interest rate of 3 per yesTL;’day l dﬁcgvgnd yliers hioth artd- Ahar i R a1
il i PR, EISlaR s True At s, Tepatta U microfinance co-operative, 18 forc, cent on loans. There are no fBNPa)IL flabﬂ art rT;r r- chalked out elaborate pro-
Dhaka 226 11.9 69 52 Nearly two million people expected to receive the 1999 Banking services are pro- other fees or charges. q Kh Eﬁ.d yﬁa ?;,ﬁl l?;t srammes marking the 64th
Chittagong 250 12.4 78 47 pour into the [jtema, the sec- Worldaware Award for vided to individual households SafeSave is a pllot project s () ﬂt ”E:E “3 l'gia 3 tarth A ivErEs g af Fiadit
Rajshahl 23.0 08.0 &0 96 ond-largest annual Muslim | Financial Innovation at a rather than groups, and anyone  Lhal demonstrates the poor ";T? e aat A\ Oath BNg's l—ml:“ Rahman. said & r?és er-
Khulna 242 08.3 o6 53 congregation after Hajj. ceremony in London today. is eligible to become a SafeSave have a strong desire to save Da, m?” Hons ‘;“‘] = g E R Maanarhila %NP secmrclz;
Barisal 24.0 088 D i Muslim devotees from all The co-operative provides client irrespective of sex or age.  their money. especially if they _rgaartlhsa i i SA I'I:lllﬂd gﬂ;eral Ahdul Mannarlj":
Sylhet 25.9 09.7 & &2 over the world converge on the | door-to-door banking to about Client recruitment and loan  can turn those savings into use- u.reh 'Is a” s e a5t - Phulusn On @ atatemel i
Cox's Bazar 25.6 16.5 40 o2 outskirts of the capital to attend |(.3,500 people in six of Dhaka's mahfil will also be arranged a y e s

-’I_‘igers disappearing
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Over 40 conservation spe-
cialists [rom 14 countries are
attending the conference. They
include representatives from
China, Malaysia, Vietnam,
Mvanmar and Nepal. Represen-
tatives from the World Life
Fund and International Union
for Conservation of Nature are
also attending.

Begum Sajeda Choudhury,
Bangladesh's environment and
forest minister, opened the as-
sembly. Babulal Marnadi, In-
dia’s state minister for envi-
ronment and forest, chaired the
session.

BSS adds: Inaugurating the
" meeting Sajeda Chowdhury
said apart from being the na-
tional symbol of Bangladesh
Royal Bengal Tiger i3 inalien-

1999 with a view to ensuring
Biodiversity conservation in-
cluding the Sundarbans Tigers.

Under the project, she said,
present two forest divisions
managing the wildlife, forest
and fish resources will be split
into four forest divisions — the
East Sundarbans Division, the
West Sundarbans Division,
Aquatic Resource Division and
wildlife Conservation and Eco-
tourism Diwvision.

Secretary General of Global
Tiger Forum SC Dey said honest
nd hectic campaigns should be
launched to stop peaching of
Tigers and illegal trade on tiger
parts and derivatives.

He said that the tiger loving
countries should press the tiger
consuming countries to protect
the big cats.

the congregation of the World
Tablig Jamaal.

The authorities also will op-
erate sorties of five special
trains from Kamalapur Rail-
way Station to Tongi on Jan-
uary 31 facilitating devotees 1o
join the Akheri Munajat o= fi-
nal prayers, a rallway source
told UNB. :

The 24 special trains will
start plying from January 27,
while all other normal inter-
city and mail express trains,
except two inter-cily ones —
Subarna Express and Mahana-
gar Godhuli— will louch at
Tongi [rom January 27.

There will be two speeial
trains runmuag between My-
mcisingh angl t:]“armgi. The [irst
onc will leave Muymensingh at
i 1:30 am and next one at 5:10
pm for five days [rom January
2

Hartal at Sylhet:
2 JCD activists

largest slums.

It was founded in August
1996 by Stuart Rutherford, a UK
writer and microfinance practi-
tioner who has lived in
Bangladesh for 15 years, and

Rabeva Islam. a housewile and -

experienced manager of tradi-
tional ROSCAs and other sav-
ing clubs.

Worldaware is an indepen-
dent educational charity in
Britain that supports innova-
tive efforts in developing coun-
tries. Richard Caborn, Bri-

tain's minister of trade, will
1

disbursement is done by 'collec-
tors', many of whom live in the
slums themselves.

Clients earn the automatic
right to a loan, and the rules for
loan eligibility and value are
clear to everyone. Although
loan disbursement responsibil-
ity is delegated to the collectors,
they don't decide who receives
loans, reducing
fraud.

Clients may save as much or
as little as they like daily. They
may also withdraw savings, de-
posit cash. or repay a loan.

The organisation charges a

the risk of

fully large lump sums through
withdrawals or borrowing.

This microfinance co-oper-
ative shows clients need disci-
pline to help themselves save.
The opportunity to save small
amounts of day-to-day earnings

provides that discipline, which
is just as powerful as the obliga-
tion to repay used by Grameen
Bank and others micro-credit
providers.

SafeSave aims to move on to
other slums within Dhaka and
Gazipur, and also other out-
skirts by the end of 2000.

the mazar premises.

In the afternoon, the party
will organise a discussion on -
The Announcer of Independence
and Freedom Fighter Ziaur
Rahman™ at the Engineers
Institution. BNP Chairperson
Khaleda Zia will attend the
function.

As parts of the 10-day pro-
gramme, Jatiyatabadi Mohila
Dal will organise a discussion
meeting at BNP central office
on Thursday., Zia Shishu
Kishore organisation will ar-
range a children’s painting
competition at Shishu
Academy premises at 10am on
January 22. The Jatiyatabadi
Muktijoddaha Dal will organ-
jse a discussion session on the
same day.

Jatiyatabadi Juba Dal,
Sramik Dal and Chhatra Dal

Cricket
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urged the countrymen to ob-
serve the birth anniversary of

Shaheed Ziaur Rahman in a be-
fitting manner.

Paying tributes, Bhuiyan
sald Shaheed Zia had built a
self-reliant, modern and
sovereign Bangladesh and given
it an identity as a nation
through introducing
Bangladeshi nationalism.

He said the Shaheed Presi-
dent took Bangladesh to a dig-
nified position in the comity of
nations and sacrificed his life
for establishing democracy,
justice and a society free from
exploitation.

BNP-JP dispute
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Secretary General Abdul Man-
nan Bhuiyan and the party's
representative in the Liaison
Committee, M Shamsul Islam
MP and Anwar Zahid. to his

able part of mangrove ecosys- State Minister for Envirgn- 1' Sug cessful defence of their residence yesterday. Duringone =
tem of the Sun ans. ment and Forest Habibunnabi arl-ested Plate. R 2 I SRS and a half hour's talks from
She said the safari park at Ashequr Rahman, Foreign Sec- Bangladesh, le Y 1 3:30 pm, Naziur withdrew his

Dulahazra of Co«'s Bazar will
be helpful in conserving Royal
Bengal Tigers through breeding.

Listing different official el-
forts of the government to pro-
tect wildlife in Bangladesh, the
minister said positive initia-
tives were taken to conserve
wildlife especially after the en-
actment of Bangladesh Wildlife
(Preservation) Order, 1973 dur-
ing the regime of the Father of
the Nation Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.

The minister said Govern-
ment of Bangladesh has
- launched a Biodiversity con-
servation project in the Sun-
darbans worth Tk 380 crore in

Nikunja murder

From page 1

would contact the police once
they felt “stable’.

Debnath, 55, joint secretary
of the ministry of LGRD was

retary C M Shafi Sami and En-
vironment and Forest Secre-
tary Syed Marghub Murshed
and Chief Conservator of
Forests, Bangladesh, Moham-
mad Ghulam Habib also ad-
dressed the opening session.

Business confce

From page 1

Meanwhile, [rustration runs
high in the business commu-
nity over the arrangements for
the conlerence.

Talking to The Daily Star,
many chamber leaders said
that they were still not aware
that they had been chosen as
speakers at the conference.

BGMEA President Anisur
Rahman Sinha said that he was
doubtful whether the conference
would help settle the garments
industry's problems which
needed special atlention.

FBCCI president Abdul Awal
Mintoo is expected to return

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET, Jan 18: The first
day of the two-day hartal en-
forced by the All-Party Action
Committee (Opposition) passed
off peacefully in Sylhet district
today.

Two JCD activists — Rafit
and Shipon — were arrested by
the police from Shibganj area
this mumin%. A motorbike was
also seized from their posses-
sion. Hartal paralysed normal
life in the town. All modes of
transports were off the streets
while offices and educational
institutions remained closed.

The action committee en-
forced demanding withdrawal
of the names of different halls
and buildings of the Shahjalal
University of Science and
Technology.

Massive hunt for
killers of Dilip,

Anwara Begum (middle), a SafeSave collector, epitomises the success the Dhaka-based
organisation has brought for itself.

—SafeSave photo

Shariar, incidentally out of the
Cup race on poor run rate on
that occasion too, won the Plate
in South Africa two years back.

Bangladesh team, arriving
in this tidy tourist resort on
January 17. had a two-hour
practice session in the morning
today at a venue where they
would also play their second
group league match against
Kenya on January 21.

“This is a flat wicket and
there is no grass on the pitch
which means it will help the
batsman.” said coach Dipu Roy
Chowdhury in the afternoon.

"We will bat first if we win
the toss. Although I have not
seen Namibia playing in the
meet, but [ have heard that their
batting is good,” Dipu said.

Replying to a query, the
bearded Bangladesh coach said
that Kalim might play in place
of Arman Hossain Sohagh.

Weather permitting
match will start at 10 am.

the

proposals, and the meeting
okayed the previous APAC
structure. Mannan and Naziur
then signed a circular on guide-
lines for formation of APACs at
all levels. Secretaries general of
Jamaat-e-Islami and Islami
Oikkya Jote signed it later on
the day.

At the meeting, both the
sides agreed that {rom now on,
secretaries general of the four
parties would attend Liaison
Committee meetings regularly.

After the meeting, BNP hur-
riedly called a meeting of the
Liaison Committee at the offi-
cial residence of Leader of the
Opposition Khakleda Zia to in-
form the committee abou’ Lhe
developments

The liaison body is expecied
to meet again in a day or twe to
discuss fresh agitation pre-
grammes to be announced (rom
separate public meetings of the
four parties in the city on Jan-

. . . - ary 23
L abhed 1 death by muggers  home from India this evening. | 202 more picked up Khaleda JCD protests public Sa&[y Bill] | Hons examinees
near the Swadhinata Sangram MUFIlnBiEIFI cgli'lc:crf;:mg?nihﬂ?: JHENIDAH, Jan 18: Police From page | p p ;

sculpture at the road intersec-
tion between the SM Hall and
Jagannath Hall on January 11
morning.

Khorshed and Shahinoor,
two other accused of the
Nikunja Bihari Debnath mur-
der case, were taken on a fresh
four day remnand by the CID yes-
terday

Earlier, the CID took Mujib,
Rana and Sohel on remand on
the basis of Shukur's statement,
sources said. The three were ar-
rested on Monday.

Scon after taking over the
case. the CID took Din Islam on
a three-day remand on Sunday.

The six were taken on CID
remand on the basis Shukur
All's Information, who made a

udiclial statement involving
imself and elght others for the

committees responsible for
conference organisation, pub-
licity and entertainment, was
also out of the country with
Mintoo.

Meanwhlile, presidents of
DCCI, MCCI, BCI and BGMEA
are expected to hold a closed-
door meeting at DCCI office to-
day to decide a common strat-
egy to convince the politicians
to shun confrontational poli-
lics,

On the concluding day, BG-
MEA President Anisur Rahman
Sinha, Metropolitan Chamber
of Commerce and Industry
(MCCI) President Latifur Rah-
man, International Chamber of
Commerce (ICC) President
Mahbubur Rahman and For-
eign Investors Chamber of

picked up 292 Jlenplu and seized
100 unlicenced motorbikes in a
massive hunt during the last
two days for the killers of llias
Hossain Dilip, Editor of the
daily Bir Darpan, and timber
trader Alfazuddin, reports UNB.

Sources said the number of
people picked up in the combing
operation rose to 492, Bul the
killers were still at large, they
sald.

Police have been interrogat-
ing the arrested people.

Three persons arrested par-
ticularly in connection with the
killing are Asad, Motaleb and
Liaquat.

Dilip also general secretary
of left-leaning Samajbadi
Mukti Andolan, was gunned
down along with Alfazuddin by

She remarked that when a
government loses people's con-
lidence it becomes more vindic-
tive and tries to cling to power
through repression,

"But the government would
not remain in power by using
the Public Security Law indis-
criminately against the people
as the ecarlier Awami League
gove nment in the post-libera-
tion period could not protect it-
self from public wrath by enact
ing the Special Powers Acl,
1974 and introducing one-party
rule,” Khaleda said.

She asked the government to
refrain from enacting such
"black laws.”

Bus accident

By DU Corresponde;

Jativatabadi Chhatra Dal
(JCD). student wing of main op-
position BNP, brought out a
procession on the Dhaka Uni-
versily campus yesterday to
protest the proposed Public
Safety Bill.

Following the procession.

DUTA concerned

By DU Correspondent

The Dhaka Universily
Teachers' Association (DUTA)
vesterday condemned the inci
dent in which Prof Gouranga

JCD held a rally at the Apera-
jeyo Bangla on the campus al
NnooI.

Addressing the rally, JCD
leaders strongly demanded the
withdrawal of the bill which
has been approved by the cabi-
net on Monday.

"Ruling Awami League is try-
ing to introduce the art to foil
the opposilion's democratic
movement,” they said.

The JCD leaders announced
that they would stage demon-
stration at the A.era‘j:}m
Bangla at noon and hold a
meeting at the party office in
the evening tomorrow demand-
ing cancellation of the 't »lic

From page 12

Chaired by Prof Aminul Is-
lam, Vice-Chancellor of the Na-
tional University the meeting
was attended, among others, by
Prof BK Jahangir and Prof M
Lutfor Rahman, Pro-vice-
Chancellor and Prof Nalyer
Sultana, Director of Secondary
and Higher Secondary Educa-
tion Board.

Queens varsity

From page 12

to boycott classes until the real-
isation of their demands,
sources said.

They also submitted a mem-
orandum to the VC for taking

Obituary

Professor Dr Mazharul
Haque. ex-director of the Insu-
tute of Education and Research

Dev Rnr was assaulted on the Safety Bill. necessary steps to implement

(IER) of Dhaka University died

killing. Commerce and Industry (FICCI) | unknown assailants in From page | Shahjalal University campus Presided over by Manir Hos- | their demands immediately. of cardiac arrest on January 12,

Shukur Ali who made his President Waliur Rahman are | Jhenidah town on Saturday nagar and Shafiuddin, 54, of | recently. sain, the rally was addressed, The students will gherao the says a press release.

judicial statement on Saturday  expected to speak. evening. village Taichuti. The identity of In a statement signed by Prol  among others, by Monjur Elahi, Mlnislr}' of Education and the He was also a guest Professor

was sent to jall earlier. Opposition leader Khaleda Police is likely to interro- two others could not be known, R I M Aminur Rasheed and Fer- ABM Mosharral Hossain, Sul- | office of the University Grants of Bangladesh Institute OTS?
“If there was any fear of an  Zia Is scheduled to make sicte- | gate some terrorists now in jail. Of the injured, four were | dous Hossain, the president and  tan Salauddin Tuku, ATM Ab- | Commission (UGC) to realise  (jal ducation run y

attack on my father from any ments along with M Sailur Dilip acted as coordinator admitted to CMH at Comilla, | general secretary of DUTA re- dul Bari Dany, Farhad Hossaii | their demands, a press release Bangladesh Protibonhi Foun-

quarter, he would not have Rahman, Abdul Mannan | for surrender of armed terror- | two to Comilla sadar hospital spectively, also expressed gra¥e  Azad, Nurul Islam Nayan, said. dation.

travelled in a rickshaw.” said  Bhuiyan, M Shamsul Islam and | Ists and outlaws in south-wesl and others ta different hospi- | concern over the attack on the  Amirul Islam Alim and The students also formed a During his 34 years of ser-

Sumon, son of the victim. MK Anwar. | region of the country. tals and clinics. residence of Prof Roy. Asaduzzaman Asad. 57-member convening commit-  yice at IER, Prof Hagque con-

- ' = : tee to continue the movement  tributed to the examination re-

and collect mass signatures in
favour of their demands.

Hartal
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Sheikh Hasina spoke infor-
mally to BNP stalwart M Saifur
Rahman at the wedding recep-
tion of the home minister's son,

"T

forms as a team leader, resource
person and national expert. He
contributed to the present l&
tem of objective testing at
SSC and HSC level examina-
tion.

A condolence meeting in his
memory was held at the audito-
rium of Bangladesh Proli-
bondhi Foundation on .Jan
17 and a Miad Mah/i was

indicating a change in her ap-
proach to the stalemate. ?l’l:c :’]';‘ ‘g]“"““g] Lgh'fnr salvation of
was reported to have told Saifur ¢ depart :
that she was willing to hold R YA
carlgl elections if BNF was ready R
to talk. e u
BNP leaders also admit that onim, for-
top government functionaries mer Logistic
have Indicated acceptance of Manager of
some key opposition demands Ciba Gal
including ones related to elec- (now N
1 ' tions and withdrawal of and Alfa
" | .l Sl “political” cases. Limited's Con-
& e BNP insiders say an intensi- sultant, died
Al s | 1 : fled movement might yl;}d on Janu;lry 16. He was 66, says
c : : ' - " 1 | A three-day international conference organised by Global Tiger Forum and Forest De- | more concessions in a Sible  a press reiease.
) Vigarunnisa Noon School and College organised a condolence meeting in memory of Begum | partment began yesterday in the city, Photo shows Minister for Environment and Forests g:g“tl;?éeiﬂutrulme neta:?:: " H.‘I?hﬂﬂﬂ‘;‘n:nf:l :: oo
a-_ “w .l‘ Noon, fannd.r of the il!lﬁtlﬂulﬂnp yesterday. Pﬁnmpal Hamida Ali addressing Begum Sajeda Choudhury (4th-R). Indian State Minister for Environment and Forests | that it was unwilling to accept 'm rs at his m!dmu in
R ® o &!.__mj. ents at ?‘!P_m.ﬁ > _hn‘? mmtns_on}ha _l¢h001 premises. & Babulal Marandi chaired the conference. — Star photo | Speaker's mediation. : mfgm.
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