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have been deeply shocked

by seeing in the dailles on

12th Janu the death
news of a Jt named
Nikunja Dﬂﬁnath who was
brutally killed by armed
snatchers in broad day-light on
the Dhaka Universily campus.
It is also seen in the same day's
newspapers that six other

innocent ople have been
killed in the city during Eid
holidays.

Il’oliﬁc aref r!a;scd l;llrst for the
protectio. of life and property
of the people and then to main-
tain law and order in the coun-
try. The government is con-
stituently responsible for safety
and security of Jife and property
of the people. And to fulfil this
obligation, the police force is
raised and maintained. It is the
primary responsibility of the
police to provide protection to
all irrespective of political be-
lief and ideology. We must re-
member that police are not
primarily prosecutors, rather
they are protectors of the peo-
ple. They must be organised,
trained& motlratc and
equipped properly to accom-

lished their task without ma-
ﬁ;:r failure. Police have differ-
ent nature of job than other
employees of the government.
They must be treated differently
for their different nature of job.
When others will relax in their
own spare time. police will re-
main alert on duty.

So it {s obvious that people
will go out during holidays and
for which police have to be kept
on special alert — and they are
meant for that. The police are
not doing any favour to any-
body by being alert on holidays
and If they have not done so.
that means they have not done
their duties.

Now we have to find out who
is at fault. If the Home Minister
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Deliver

by Mohd. Akhtaruzzaman

The parliament must review and find out whether present police force is
capable of protecting the life and property of the people. Are they properly
paid so that they do not bow their head to the criminals under any en-
ticement? Are they properly equipped, qualified, trained and motivated
to serve the people of the country? Are they being used properly or are
they being misused to serve the evil doers?

ordered police for extra alert-
ness then we could easlily find
out who had disobeyed him and
for which a Jt. Secy had to sce
the face of an untimely death.
The minister should give
fmlicy directives to his min-
stry and in that process the
secretary concerned should is-
sue executive order for imple-
mentation by the department
concerned of the government,
While issuing such orders, the
secrelary must ensure that right
number of persons are deployed
with proper equipment and re-
sources. But these days, we find
high level oflicers act as hin-
derance to the functioning of
the police force. They provide
no support to the police author-
ity for efficient functioning of
the ‘Jol!ce. The police are very
poorly organized and have been
made dependable on other legal
and illegal sources. Nobody re-
ally bothers to see whether po-
lice, so deployed, are even fed
properly, not to talk about their
minimum worthiness, as if the
police has to live on their own
to perform their duties. A po-
liceman works round the clock,
has no duty hours, does not get
appropriate wages, no over-
time. has no transport, no
TA/DA and no money ever for
paper work of his duties. In _his
state of aflairs of police, one
can expect nothing from them.

Over and above, they are heav-
{ly misused to control political
rivals of the party in power.

There Is no evidence in the
country ull todax any Cabinet
or Parllament has ever cut
down the budget of the police.
Rather it {s the inefficiency of
the ministry to provide ro?cr
and appropriate budget for the
police force, It Is a common
complaint of police personnel
that they are not adequatel
provided for to perform their
duties cﬂ'lclcnttlf.

It is not the duty of the police
to make provision or prepare
the budget for their outlits, nor
it is the duty of the Cabinet or
Parliament, The Police De-
partment will prepare the de-
mand for them according to the
duty which is assigned to them.
The Cabinet will do the vetting
and Parllament will pass the
budget. It is the primary and
sole responsibility of the offi-
cers of the secretariate of the
ministry under the command of
the secretary concerned to pre-
pare the appropriate and ade-
quate budget for the police as
per the task assigned to them. It
is because of the fallure of the
leadership of the Home Min-
istry that Mr. Devnath had to
give his life. | could blame the

police for the fallure if they
would have been given the right
budget to be extra vigilant dur-

ing Eid holidays. | could have
held the minister responsible If
he would have cut the budget
submitted by Secy or even |
could make the Parliament re-
sponsible for not passing the
budget. But irony s that we, the
members in the parliament, do
not even get a chance to say a
word, after voting “YES" for the

bu%t.

e DMP Commissioner and
his DCs and ACs must prove
that they also did their best dur-
ing thlﬂast holidays to protect
the life and property of the peo-
ple for whom they are employed
- no matter whether they are
pald, or not given equipment or
even not giyen proper tralning
and motivation, but it s their
primary responsibility since
they have the responsibility.

Ku]lcc must bave the moral
courage to stand for truth, face
the eventualities and deter the
evil forces. They, at no in-
stance, should go beyond the
law and legal framework. They
must remember that they are
not responsible for punishing
anybody or correcting the soci-
ely. They will provide protec-
tion to life and property of the
people and maintain law and
order.

They have the right to arrest
anybody found creating or at-
tempting to create threat to life
and property of anybody or

anyone violating or attempting
to violate law. But under no cir-
cumstances, | repeal under no
circumstances, can they even
abuse a criminal what to talk
about beating or killing. Police
must, I repeat must, stop such
recurrences otherwise they will
have to face the consequences.
The civil soclety will do their
bes for a high standard of po-
lice for their own interest but
Follcc should also show posi-
lve response, The citizens of
the country will not mind to
aFcnd any amount for the safety
of their own but the police must
prove that they can help the
citizens.

The OC of the PS concerned
should clarify his position
about his activities for protec-
tion of life and property of the
people of his area.

| would further’ request my
fellow friends In the parlia-
ment especlally the Members of
the Standing Commitiee on
Home Ministry to review the
performances and activities of
the police In general and the
seven killings including that of
the Jt Secy. In particular. The
Parllamcnl must review and
ind oul whether present police
force i1s capable of protecting
the life and property of the peo-
ple. Are they properly paid so
that they do not bow their head
to the criminals under any en-
ticement? Are they properly
equipped, qualified, trained
and motivated to serve the peo-
ple of the country? Are they be-
ing used properly or are they be-
ing misused to serve the evil do-
ers?

All these questions must be
answered otherwise many
Nikunjas will face such tragic
end.

The author, a retired Major
of Bangladesh Army, is a BNP
lawmaker.

————

Political ROundﬁp: Heed tﬁe

OW leedbacks are readily

avatlable in the local me-

dia Irom Bangladeshis
residing abroad, as the latter
can read the Dhaka newspapers
through the Internet every day
just as we do at home. The polit-
ical commentaries and views
reproduced in the local press are
interesting, trying In(Judu,{' our
nasty political misadventures
ohjectively [rom a distance. It s

‘hoted that sometimes the ap-

proach is relreshingly different
lrom that of the local observers.

The people are sufllering
[rom hartal fatigue’, but there
1s also the ‘other fatigue” due,
perhaps, to Awami League's
rhetorical overkill” (plus the
sharp tongue of some of the
pundits). Now it might be more
prudent for the political leaders
not lo go .lrmmr‘ with the ideol-
ogy malas (garlands), Over-sell-
Ing Is Independent of party af-
[illation (Mujibism could not

take ofl as yet: and trying too
hard all the time does not pro-
duce the expecled result)

There is a silent call for
more pragmalic programimes
Involving ‘can-see’ examples of
vood governance, instead of of-
lering platonic tutorials over
abstract and high-flown value-
judgement ideological ‘visjons',
which ecannot be assimilated
casily by the masses hovering
st below or above the poverty
line. First change the condi-
tion, then indoctrinate; because
It is the Information apge. and

time walts for none. There are
loo many other alttractions

Feedbacks!

by Abul M Ahmad

around, within reach, and ac-
cessible. This Is the age of com-
pelition — nearer home.

It Is casy enough to rouse the
imagination: but then what?
Betler Lo Lalk less belore Lhe de-
livery — expectant sonar Bangla
is still ‘expecting’ after three
decades. The credibility-fatigue
has to be kept in mind. There
Jre loo many lmpositions on
the vnderdeveloped minds in
the underdeveloped countries,
by undeveloped leaders with
itinerant followers.

The marginal minds have no
time lor politics. competing
agoinst the very struggle for
survival and day-lo-day living.
The hopes and aspirations pro-
jected by the two principal
groups, the governors and the
governed. might have consider-
able communication gap, re-
sulting in Hlusions and delu-
sions: which, of course goes
against the political leadership
Too much expectation is good
neither for the people nor the
service providers.

The days of the big political
parties are gone (look around at

the Asian capitals. to start
with). So some observers feel
thal BNP scored a point by go-

ing lor a coalition {rom the pre-
election stage (post-election al-

llances are much simpler).
Kader Siddiqui's new political
parly will make ils presence

felt, as this liberation war
lcader is not a stranger to the
scene. The split In the FF
(Freedom Fighter) camp has to

be carefully watched. as {t

might tilt the balance, however
slightly. in one direction. Now
oo many sights are aimed at
AL. Ershad. a crafty politician
who should not be underesti-
maled, would like to see both
the ladies weaken.

The Bengalees have always
been anti-establishment. and
in that respect, that much un-
predictable. It is all the more so
with the viclous confronta-
tional politics of today. The
nexi regime cannot be predicted;
as foor-crossing is still an ac-
live pastime, and internal
feuds are simmering. There are
many politicians who scek
change secretly, and the bubbles
will erupt when the Ume comes.

The problem with
Bangladesh politics is the ab-
sence of internal democracy,
condoned by the sycophants
and condemned by the ambi-
tious souls. Anyway, the hartal
overkill will make it disappear
as a major weapon in the mil-
lennium years, as a psycholog)-
cal rest period Is required; and
especially if the growth rate is
poised for a take-off,

There are two elegant mod-
ern terms ‘zero-tolerance’, and
zero-maintenance’. The politi-
cal maintenance cost will go up,
and zero-tolerance has fo be
compromised in the core area,
as the rule of the loners are
gone. Plastic-coated politics
will give way to plasticity in
political behaviour, as talentcd
noin-politicians embrace this
prolession to uplift it from the
nadir of post-revolution
Lantrums.

- Hyacking: Need for Ihtrospection

HE hijacking of the Indian
Alrlines flight 1C-184 car-
rying 187 passengers,from
Kathmandu has proved {o be
one of the longest ever wit-
nessed. This incident has also
demonstrated in a telling man-
ner the ruthlessness with which
terrorists execute their plan of
action disregarding basic hu-
man sensitivities. Much as one
would like to. it appears that
the hijackers seem to be em-
boldened by some external sup-
port. The unprovoked killing of
the innocent Rupin Katyal and
the refusal of the hijackers to
release his wife even to attend
his funeral. easily highlight the
fact that terrorists observe no
limit in ]pursuing their mission
and goal, a frightening aspect of
terrorism indeed. This incident
has raised a number of im-
portant Issues.and, we . can ill-
aflord to wish them away. One
of the most important realisa-
tions that stares on our face is
that we in India continue to
wish away ground realities and
also are none the wiser for all
our past experiences.
We have been talking for a
few years now about interna-
tional terrorism -and the need
for- all nations to jointly
counter such terroristic devel-
opments. We have no doubt
taken up this matter in the
various international fora like
the UN. SAARC. etc. India has
also signed agreements with a
number of countries to evolve
international co-operation to
fight terrorism. In spite of all
these the present hjjacking hus
clearly exposed our failure lo
evolve and praclise an opera-
tional policy which would en-
sure our national security.
What to talk of international
arrangements on a global basis,
we have not yet brought Into be-
ing any effective mechanism
which would look after our in-
lerests even in the limited geo-
graphical context of South
Asia. The manner in which ter-
rorist outfits, whether of Indian
or Pakistani or Afghan origin,
have been launching their ac-
tivities from the territories of
our neighbours. for a few years
now and our seeming inabflit
lo appropriately counter suc
ellorts clearly buttresses the
above unhappy judgment.

Gioing by the reports appear-
ing in the media from time to
time. there have been numerous
meetings and consultations be-
tween India and some of its
neighbours to specifically ad-
dress the problems arising out
of terrorism in the region. It is
obvious that such meetings and
consultations are not leading us
anywhere. The latest hijacking
which was facilitated. thanks

by T Ananthachari

There have been re;;rrts that India was kep; informet.f.by countries like the USA about

the possibility of a major incident being perpetrated by terrorists before the end

of

the year. The people in the country have a right to know, at least now, the correct
version and the role played by the NSC and other decision-making

bodies of the government.
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KANDAHAR: A hijacker hang-
ing out of cockpit, to have a
look of surrounding at the
Kandahar Airport in

hanistan on Dec 30. Taliban
soldiers with rocket launchers
stood guard around the plane
as Indian negotiators
reportedly haggled with the
hijackers over the release of
some Kashmiri militants.

lo total laxity in security ar-
rangements at the Tribhuvan
International Airport in Kath-
mandu, is a rude reminder of
our own failure to come to grips
with some sensitive yet basic
Issues inherent in a complex
and dangerous terrorist prone
situation. It is time that India
introspected about its securit
needs and also its current abil-
ity (or inabllity) to look after
them on a day-to-day basls,

In the first Instance it is Im-
portant to be assured that there
is awareness aboul the serious
threats to national security and
what terrorism means. ere
seems to be a big disparity in
the definition of this term in
the first instance. More impor-
tantly. there has to be commit-
ment to ‘security’ needs of the
country. Every segment of the
country and people should be-
lleve in the need to adhere to se-
curity measures. According to
media reports, there was obvi-
ous slackness on the part of In-
dian Airlines officlals sta-
tioned in Kathmandu, pointing
to the fact that they were not
particular about following se-
curity practices expected of
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NEW DELHI: An unidentified hostage waves as a group of

hostages disembark from a plane at

ew Delhi's international

airport on Dec 31, after :Eendini eight days in a hijacked

Indian Airlines jet in Kand

them.

Goin%{by what is happening
in the Rajiv Gandhi murder
case. some serious doubts arise
in this regard. Here was a case
in which a leading Indian polit-
ical figure, who was a contender
to the post of Prime Minister of
the country, was killed by
members of a terrorist outfit of
foreign origin. Still in terms of
the conclusions of the court, it
was not an act of terrorism.
And, following the sentence of
death given to some of the ac-
cused in the case, there Is a con-
tinuing debate, mostly on polit-
ical lines. whether at least one
of the convicted persons, a
woman in this case, should not
be shown clemency and
awarded a lesser punishment.
That a top leader of one of the
major national political parties
haarlmned this chorus is defl-
nite { a disturbing thought
clearly indicating that we are
still not taking terrorism seri-
ously enough.

cre Is also opposition to
the new terrone: Act which Is (o
replace the TADA. One should
remember that though the ma-
Jority of the peonle may be law-
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ablding, we canrot wish away
the fact that there is a small
percentage who hold the rest to
ransom and ‘who have to be
dealt with firmly. Our experi-
ence has also shown that more
often than not, people who have
been wrongly accused under the
TADA have geen released by the
courts. So, the outcry against
all laws which seek to control
terrorism is not understand-
able.

The second aspect is our
fallure to educate and sensitise
the general public as to what the
policy of the government is in
regard to matters like kidnap-
I)Ing. hijacking, etc., particu-
arly as to the inescapable need
to evolve a national consensus
in this regard in the content of
national security, If such a
thinF were done, the public
would also understand their
own role in it. The current un-
fortunate hijacking incident
has brought to surface the con-
sequences of nol paying atten-
tion to this aspect of the matter.
Going by the responses of some
Chiel Ministers and expectedly.
of the relatives of the hostages,
there Is serious doubt If the in-
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herent complexities of negotia-
tions in hijacking Incidents
and the long-term national se-
curity interests involved are be-
ing understood and appreciated
in perspective by the nation as a
whole.

There are situations, as in
the current hijacking episode,
when the hljackers were at an
advantage, thanks to unstated
help and support they might be
Eettjng from some of the neigh-

ouring countries who are be-
Heved to be fomenting terror-
ism in India and who might
only be too happy to draw max-
imum mileage at the unavoid-
able and he’i'pless discomfiture
which India faced due to the
present hijacking. In such a sit-
uation, it does not make deci-
sion-making by the govern-
ment-any -easier if there were

JSectariane pressures to ‘some-

how -reselve §he erisis and get
the hostages released at all

“costsIn sUcH context, it'is nec-

essary for the news media to is-
sue statements which are fully
verified [rom authorised
sources. It has (o [ollow some
Jisce:niine and there should be
2¢ room for one upmanship.
Otherwise, media can be a
source of avoidable scare
among the public. It is nbvious
that when negotiations are on,
it may not be wise Lo reveal all
details. It may be a good idea for
government +gencies to take the
relatives of i1ostages into confi-
dence and give them accurate
information about the safety of
the hostages.

The third aspect of the prob-
lem is the fact that we have not
been able to anticipate the
shape which our security
threats will assume at a given
point of time. Since the start of
terrorism in Punjab in 1984
and also militancy of the order
and magnitude In J&K since the
later part of 1989, we have al-
most invariably been taken by
surprise at the moves made by
Pakistan. Kargil is too recent
an event to be recounted here.
We are being surprised regularly
in J&K by ever increasing in-
tensity of terrorist activities
following a hill for nearly two

ears. That, countries like

epal, Bhutan and even
Bangladesh are being used for
promoting terrorist activities
in and against India iIs well
known by now and yet, there is
no sign of any let up in such ac-
tivities. We have been talking of
our friendly neighbours partic-
ularly in the East. Even then,
we have not succeeded in curb-
ing terrorist activities through
their territories. One well in-
formed expert on Nepal men-
tioned In an interview in the
electronic media on the 26th
December that to the best of his
knowledge there have been no
worthwhile dlalnﬁut during the
last few years between India
and Nepal on security issues.

. There Is olften information
about possible terrorist attacks
but unless these are studied In
detail, analysed in depth with a
view to anticipating and acting,
incidents, both minor and ma-
or, will continue to surprise us
n the days to come also. It is
most unfortunate that a hijack-
ing incident of the magnitude as
the present one has occurred,

notwithstanding the setting up
of a high powered National Se-
curity Commission. There have
been reports that India was kept
informed by countries like the
USA about the possilt ity of a
major incident belng perpe-
trated by terrorists beore the
end ©f the year. The people in
thc'cbuntry have a right to
know, at least now, the correct
version and the role played by
the NET and other decision-
making bodies of the govern-
ment. Also, periodically we
have been informed thal secu-
rity was continuously being
‘beefed up'. Under the clrcum-
stances, it appears that security
measures and . anticipation
based on Intelligence and anal-
ysis. do not seem to have any
meaningful relationship.
Mandira

The writer (s a former Direc-
tor General of Border Securily
Force.
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