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medalist David Reid will
one night earlier than planned.
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~ Euro 2000
B. gp‘- m "B!itain
‘to collaborate

on security

BRUSSELS, Jan : The Bel-

' wan and British Forelgn Minis-

ters said Tuesday that the two
countries were collaborating in
a bid to avoid crowd trouble at
Euro 2000, to be co-hosted by
Belgium and Holland next June

Jl;lx. the Belga news cy
Tuesday, reports A

Britain's Forelgn Secretary
Robin Cook met his Belgian
counterpart Louis Michel and
insisted there was close collab-
oration between Britain and
both host nations,

- Cook sald: “"We are doing ev-
croylhlng to ensure that Euro
2000 goes well. Top leverl offi-
cials from both countries are in
permanent contact and are ex-
changing information so every-
thing goes ofl in the best possi-
ble way.”

. Belgium is particularly sen-
sitive to the problem of football
violence. ;

In 1985, Brussels staged the
European Cup f[inal between
Liverpool and Juventus in
which 39 people died after a
stampede caused by rioting Liv-
erpool fans.

England’s Group A match
with bitter rivals Germany In
the Belgian city of Charleroi is
one obvious flashpoint that
Belgian police will be eager to
control.

Kiefer keen on
Sydney Games

MELBOURNE. Jan 16: Davis
Cup stayaway Nicolas Kiefer
says there's "no chance” he will
he dropped [rom Germany's
Olympic Games tennis team in
retribution for his Cup no-show
this vear. reports AFP.

Kiefer. preparing here lor
next week's Australian Open,
announced Wednesday he would
not be available lor the Davis

Cup because of his busy ATP
Tour playing commitments.

"My schedule is very busy
this vear. and I've said I'm
happy to play Davis Cuﬁ for

ope-
fully we're going lo win.” said
Kieler Thursday.

Kiefer. 22. has not played in
the Davis Cup since a fallout
last May with teamn boss Boris
Becker.-who no longer holds
this post

Asked his reaction (o sug-
gestions that the German leder-
ation may not choose him in
their team for the Seplember
Olvmpics. Kieler said:

"There is no chance because
I'm the number one player and
I'm going for the Olympics.”

Kiefer said it was his ambi-
tion to play at the Olympics.

“It's a ¢real evenlt and it's a
chance lor me to play at the
Olympics. il's every four years.
and it will be a great experience
for me.

‘I saw it on TV when | was

\ young. and the dream is ecom-

ing. :

Kieler s decision not Lo play
Davis Cup has split German
tennis ranks with No. 2 player
Tommy Haas saying Ilast
month: "I am not sure whether
Nicolas is a team player, il he
has o team spirit . . . Maybe he
thinks more about his personal
carcoer

Trinidad-Reid
bout Mar 3

LAS VEGAS. Jan 16 Felix
and Olympic lgﬂld
ight

promoter Don King asking
Nevada boxing officlals for a
March 3 boul in an outdoor
stadium on the Las Vegas Strip,
reports AP.

King had wanted the fight for
March 4. but rival promoter
had alrcady secured pay-per-
view rights for the date for an-
other fight amdd King was forced
to move a bout first announced
in November.

King sent a letter to the
Nevada Athletic Commission
late Thursday asking that the
March 3 date be reserved.

Trinidad. coming off a win
over Oscar De La Hoya. is mov-
ing up to 70 kilos (154 pounds)
to challenge Reid for his WBA
junior middleweight title in a
matchup of two undefeated box-
ers.

The fight is scheduled for a
10.000-seat outdoor stadium
that will be constructed at Cae-
sars Palace,

The promoter Bob Arum
thwarted plans for the March 4
date by locking up the pay-per-

Al MELBOURNE, Jan
1 16 (AFP): A new
season, and with
the power hitters
coming Into their
own. it begs the
question s to how long three-
time Australia Open winner
Martina Hingis can keep up
with the onslaught. -

Depending on who you talk
to. the chances of an upset
among the women In the first
Grand Slam of the season start-
ing here on Monday appear
slim with Hingis and Lindsay
Davenport the hot favourites.

Others. of course, think dil-
ferently after French muscle-
woman Amelie, Mauresmo beat
Hingis, Davenport and world
No. 5 Mary Plerce into submis-
sion at Sydney last week.

Her triumph, based around a
laser-like backhand and sear-
ing serve, made It ‘Satcntl clear
she is ready to challenge for the
big four this season.

Unknown a year ago, Mau-
resmo has floored the tennis
world with her athleticism.

The bouncy Rebound ace sur-
face used here seems to suit her
game,

She unexpectedly made the
final last year and showed over
the past week she now has the
mental toughness to mix it with
the top two.

ere are a lot of tough

layers to beat in a Grand

lam,” said Mauresmo. "I am
one of them.”

Serena Williams is also In
that mould.

The 17-year-old has made an
astonishing advance in the past
12 months, winning 17 out of 20
matches against top 10 players,
including three against Hingls
— most notably the US Open.

The awesome African-Amer-
ican is sitting at a career-high
world No. 4 and apart from sis-
ter Venus, who's out of the tour-
nament with tendonitis of the
left wrist, no other player came
close to matching her in
strength. confidence and skill
last year,

But bl‘-'l nptinl% to miss warm-
ups in Hong Kong, the Gold
Coast and Sydney. she may lack
match practice.

Davenport, beaten in the
semis by Mauresmo last year,
said every I\%yer was dillerent
but warneJ) illiams may find
it hard to adapt.

“If it's really windy, if it's
really, really hot some of those
factors can wear on you if you
are not used to them, whereas if
you have been down here (in
Australia) a little longer you are
a bit more pre " she said.
With Steffi Gral retired,
serve-and-volley specialist
Jania Novotna bowing oul and
Monica Seles. a lour-time Open
champion. injured. the lield
appears wide open

Davenport. who says she's in
better shape than ever, puls
Hingis and Williams as her
main threals and singled out
Pierce as in the “second lier” of
challengers. :

'l really think Martina, the
William's sisters and mysell
this last year have kind of been
the ones — and Stelli but she's
retiredd — that won the big tour-
naments and came through al
the end.” she said in Svdney.

I would look at the top lour
seeds. Mary (Pierce) as well. but
really Martina, Serena and my-
scll are the top [avourites.”
With the winner taking
home 717.000 Australian dol-
lars (466.000 US). there's much
lo play lor.

While Hingis ended the sea-
son with the prized No. | rank-
ing. Wimbledon champion Dav-
enport. another big-hitter, has
a more legitimate claim Lo the
title of world’s best plaver. ac-

'Likely leading la

cording to many in the game.
She trounced Hingis o the
finnl ol the season-ending
Chase Championship in New
York and won all three meet-
ings with the Swiss miss last
yvear in straight sets.
" Hingls, who only won one
Grand Slam in 1999, admits it
is shaping up to be a tough tour-
nament, hul also pointed to the
top three as her main threats.
“Serena and Amelie are
laying well and she

Mauresmo) seems o be very
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di
confdent.” said Hingis, "Lind-
say. Auna (Kournikova), al-
though 1 think they face each
other pretty soon.”

The fans lavourite will un-
doubtedly be Kourntkova, but a
question mark remains over
her stamina and ability to rise
to the occasion,

She is yel to win a lourna-
menlt in 67 attempls,

Others o watch include Na-
talie Tauvziat., Amanda Coelzer
and veteran Arantxa Sanchez-
Vicario,
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World number one Martina Hingis in a playful mood
while training with a medicine ball at Melbourne

yesterday.
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Austrahian Open.
Rod Laver Arena

Argentinia. v Loy

Night session

Other show courts
Court 1

Amelie Mauresmo [(7)
Spain
Court 2

Court 3

= DAY.ONE SCHEDULE

The schedule of matches Monday on the opening at the

Lindsay Davenport (2). United Slales, vs Sarah Pitowski.
France. Audee. Agassi (1). United States,. vs. Mariano. Puerla,
Mark Philippoussis (16). Australip. vs Noam Okun, Israel.

Anna Kournikova (11). Russia. vs Patricia Wartusch, Austria.
Pele Sampras (3). United States. vs Wayne Arthurs, Australia.

Tim Henman (1 1), Britain, vs Jerome Golmard., France.
Kuti Kis. Hungarv. vs Jelena Dokic.
Thomas Engqvislt (6), Sweden. vs Richard Fromberg, Australia.
France,

Nicolas Escude. France. vs Jim Courier. United States.
Nathalie Tauziat (5). France. vs Henrieta Nagyova. Slovakia.
Todd Martin (8). United States. vs Byron Black, Zimbabwe.
Alexancdra Stevenson, United States, vs Asa Carlsson, Sweden.

Jenniler Capriati, United States, vs Barbara Schwarlz, Austria.
Richard Krajicek (9). Netherlands. vs Fabrice Sanloro. France.
Mary Pierce (4). France, vs Linda Wild. United Stales.
Andre Tie. Australia. vs Jefl Tarango. Uniled States.

— AFP photo

Auslralia.

vs Cristina Torrens Valero.

= Sport

African Nations Cup

2 JOHANNESEURG,
[ jan 16 Top South
e Alrican 2006 Wor-
s Id Cup bid official
Danny Jordaan
has dismissed as brr-
clevant criticism of the country
by English bid ambassador Sir
Bobby Charlton, reports AFP.

Charlton, a member of the
1966 England World Cup-win-
ninF team, told the London
Daily Express this week how he
regularly received South Afri-
can newspapers packed with
crime stories.

“A badly-organised World
Cup. given to a country at the
wrong time, would be a disas-
ter,” Charlton said while Eng-

lieve it is not worth responding
to.” bid committee chief execu-
tive Jordaan said in a state-
ment released here.

Jordaan claimed England
suffered a public relations dis-
aster due to the poor showing of
Manchester United at the first
world club championship in
Brazil, where they were elimi-
nated after the lirst round this
week.

He believed England were
trying to deflect attention from
United, who finished third be-
hind Vasco de Gama of Brazil
and Nexaca of Mexico in their
gruup. by saying FIFA president

epp Blatter no longer backed
South Africa.

harlton remark irks SA

had to be neutral regarding
bids.

Blatter has repeatedly sup-
ported South Africa, saying the
quadrennial showcase of inter-
national football should be ro-
tated among continents and it
was the turn of Africa in 2006 to
host the event for the first time,

"South Alfrica know they are
the leading candidate in Africa
and, therefore, continue to take
great heart from the stance of
Blatter. The rules demand his
neutrality. but this must not be
confused with his belief in the
principle of rotation.” Jordaan
sald.

Brazil,

Germany and Mo-

Media cautious
about Benni

JOHANNESBURG, Jan 16:
Newspapers were divided here
on Sunday alter 1998 Alrican
Nations Cup star Benni Mc-
Carthy moved closer to a dra-
matic entry to the next linals
starting in Ghana and Nigerla
this week, reports AFP,

The 22-year-old Spanish-
based striker quit Interna-
tional football last September,
saying he wanted to concentrate
on his waning club career after
joining Celta Vigo from Dutch
side Ajax.

National coach Trott Moloto

ignored Benni when he chose
his 22-strong cup squad only to

include him as a standby player

on Saturday. reportedly under
government pressure, when the
Cape Town-born player sald he
was available,

Moloto later stressed he

would include McCarthy only if

one of the squad was injured
and could not travel to Kumasi,
the Ghanailan cit
Balana Bafana (The er] play
Gabon, DR Congo and Algeria in
the first round,

The Sunday World launched
a scathing attack on McCarthy.
who scored four goals in 13

minutes against Namibia in the
previous linals, labelling him a

‘'mercenary” and a "desperate
opportunist .

“True patriots do not sulk,
but work ‘hard to get back into
the starting line-up at their
club.” the newspaper said, refer-
ring to the continual club-ver-
sus-country dilemma facing
African footballers based in
Europe.

"When push came to shove
the players of this land stuck
with the national team. But an
ill-advised McCarthy saw the
mercenary route as the ideal
one.” the World added.

The Sowetan said It was not
casy o [orget that Benni, who
scored 13 goals in 23 interna-
tional appearances, told the
national football association
and the people of South Africa
to “gel lost".

Moloto was praised by the
Sunday Times for refusing to
accommodate Benni at the ex-
pense ol a squad member, but
warned that the ¢drama could
sow confusion among a side
considered possible winners of
the three-week tournament.

The Star weleomed the
availability: of Benni, once
lorced to share boots with his
brother due o poverty, but said
it would be "morally wrong and

totally unacceptable” for him to
be included at such a late stage.

Action in the 22nd edition of
the African Nations Cup begins
next Saturday with a Group A
malch belween Ghana and
Cameroon and continues until
February 13 when Nigeria stage
the final.

Milutinovie signs

ith a promise
withap

GUANGZHOU. China. Jan
16: Well-travelled interna-
tional soccer coach Bora Mi-
lutinovic Saturday inked a two-
vear deal with the China Foot
ball Association and has vowe«l
to bayg China's lirst-ever quali-
lication to the World Cup Fi-
nals. reports AFP.

“I'm delighted to be in China.
China is one ol the most impor-
tant sports nation in the world
and its football team has greal
potential.” Milutinovic said at a
signing cercmony.

This is the biggest challenge
of my life.” said Milutinovic
who has coached four different
countries to World Cup finals --
Mexico in 1986. Costa Rica in
1990, the United States in 1994
ane Nideria in 1998.

The coaching assignment
would be ellective immediately,
with an extension offered il the
Chinese team qualilies [or the
2002 World Cup to be jointly
hosted by Japan and South Ko
rea, a CFA spokesman said.

The spokesman denied that
the Yugoslav-born coach would
be paid an annual salary ol 1.2
million dollars as has been
wiclely reported in the Chinese
Press., '

"Bora will be provided with a
salary. expenses and a travel
budget. while all team coslts will
also be covered.” he said.

Included in the contract was
an incentive clause should
China win the 2000 Asian Cup
and a "very substantial bonus”
il the national team qualilies
lor the 2002 World Cup, he said.

Although the contract was
effective immediately, Miluti-

where |
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Pete Sampras (L) and Australia tennis legend Roy Emerson during the opening of the

Rod Laver Arena at the Melbourne Park Tennis Centre yesterday.

Emerson

MELBOURNE, Jan
16 (AP/AFP): Roy
[Zmerson played
i Australian Opw«

s where he bro
ught his own soap
Al imnd _a nail lor a
haneer in the dressing room

He won six of them, account
ing for half his record total ol
12 Grand Slam titles.

On Sunday. the 63-year-old
Emerson went out to hit in the
tournament’'s modern. 15.000-
seal stadium with Pele Sam-
pras, Lthe 28-year-old who
stancds on the verge ol breaking
that record.

The greatest contemporary
plaver goes into the year's open-
ing major tournament with the
same number ol Slams as
[omerson.

He hil.one backhand slice to
me that was pretty firm and I
was saying I wouldn't want to
play him in his prime.,” said
Sampras.

Tt was delinitely an honour
today.”

Sampras is expected to pass
Emerson’s tally sometime this
year, il not here then he has a
strong possibility of achleving
it in July at Wimbledon.

"Il Pele's in good health and
lit. there's no reason why he
can L be number one lor a num-
ber of years,” said grey-haired
Emerson

Good-naturedly, Sampras
sitting alongside him at a press
conlerence, turned and said
"I've already done it for a num
ber of years. Give me a break.’

To which, Emerson contin-
ued: "But, you're only just be-
ginning with your game. vou
Ko think you can play
manv. many years and at top

lowel,

1

Lo

— AFP photo

endorses Sampras

class tenris

And with my record of 12
Grand Slams | think if you
show good form and play well
ind keep in good shape. you'll
leave that well behind.’

Emerson. who won six Aus-
two French., two Wim-
bledon and two US crowns, said
Sampras had a great opportu-
nity to surpass his record at the
Ausltralian Open.

"Records are to be broken
and obviously you'd like a
record to last forever, but it's go-
ing to happen and | think Pele's
got a greal opportunity here and
| couldn't think of anyone bet-
ler to do it,” he said.

Einerson reached his 12th at
the 1967 French Open Sarhpras
caught up with him by winning
Wimbledon last year, before be-
ing forced out of the US Open
with a back injury

[t would be [itiing” to break
the record in Australia, Sam-
pras sald. "but | must admit |
was looking forward to the op
ortunity to do it at the US Open

irahan

ast year. in my home country
but that wasn't meant to be.

So. maybe it will happen
Ner i<l mavbe it might h.][:-
pel ol ¢ clay — bul probably
at Wimbledon You never
know.” he added

Sampras has won six Win-
bledons, four US Opens and two
Australian titles.

In anv case, he said, to be
with Emerson here and "in
position to maybe break his
record is truly overwhelming

Unlike Emerson, Sampras
never has won the Grand Slam
tournament plaved on elay —
the French. Emerson admitted

L) 11AaAVIT]

on grass courts, but "at the end
of my carcer. | preferred plaving
on clay.”

Sampras said he had been
pulling too much pressure on
himself to try to win the
French, and this year would
“treat it like 1 do all the other
Slams.’

Sampras is steeped in the
traditions of tennis and re-
counts Emerson, along with
Australian legends, Rod Laver
and Ken Rosewall, as his child-
hood inspirations,

"They were the players |
looked up to as a kid,” said
Sampras, who recounted how
he once hit some balls with Rod
Laver when he was 11.

"I saw some tapes of and
Rod in Davis Cup matches and
l've always admired their
games.”

Emerson said. however, that
tennis now is quite different
from his wooden-racket days,

It was unheard of years ago
lor a winner to be hit from 8 to
10 feet (3 metres) behind the
baseline. Now you see it quite

often.” he said.
He also said he was im-
pressed that Sampras had

watched him on flm.

| didn't think they had any
ilm when 1 was playing.” he
added

US wrestlers
arrive 1n lran

TEHRAN, Jan 16: A 13-
member US wrestling team has
arrived in Iran and is staying in
a town Xnown as a hotbed of
hard-liners opposed to Amer-
ica, reports AP.

The team has come to take
part in the annual Takhti Cup
competition that begins on
Nuesday.

The US squad is now at the
Marmar Hotel in the town of
Qazvin,” a spokesman from
[ran's Wrestling Federation told
The Associated Press Sunday.
At least one member of the team
arrived on Friday and the rest
came on Saturday, Iranian
newspapers reported

There were no reports that
the wrestlers’ presence had pro-
voked any reaction in Qazvin, a
town 150 kilometers (94 miles)
northwest of the [ranian capi-
tal. Tehran

Last month, Islamic mili-
tants in Qazvin broke up a
meeting addressed by a leading
liberal who supports the re-
formist President Mohammad
Khatami and his rapproche-
ment with the United States.

Eleven national teams are
taking part in the competition,
among them Alghanistan, Ar-
menia, China, Jordan, Kaza-
khstan, Pakistan, the Pales-
tinian territories, Turkey and
Turkmenistan.

US wrestlers participated in
the Takhti Cup in 1998, the first
American sportsmen to com-
yete in Iran since the 1979 Is-
L‘umc revolution. They received
a warm welcome from thou-
sands of Iranian fans.

‘Iran’s national soccer team
is currently in the United States
where it is scheduled to play a
friendly game against America
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