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conceding 35 runs.

Diego Canada
bound?

BUENOS AIRES, Jan 16: Ar-
éntine soccer great Diego
aradona Is expected to travel

to Toronto, Canada to continue
rehabilitation from a drug
habit that left him in the hospi-
tal with serious heart damage
i1 days ago, his doctor sald on
Saturday, reports Reuters,

‘Surely between next Mon-
day or Tuesday he will travel to
Canada to continue with treat-
ment,” said Alfredo Cahe, the
soccer idol's personal physi-
cian.

Maradona fell ill Jast week
in Uruguay, suffering from hy-
I?Icﬂcnslun and an firregular

eartbeat that doctors lafer
confirmed was directly linked

to cocaine abuse dating back to
1983. &

The former star, considered
one of soccer's all-time glants,
has since been fed a steady diet
of sedatives to strengthen his
heart tissue and relax his
nerves,

A Canadian government of-
ficial indicated last week that
Maradona, who was given a two
year and 10-month suspended
jall sentence in 1998 for shoot-
ing reporters with an air rifle,
could be barred from entry If he
were deemed “criminally inad-
missible”,

However, Canada's depart-

ment of fmdg: affairs had no
turday and offi-

comment on
©lals from citizenship

The three-day ma-
tch_between the
visiting Maryleb-

and Bangl
Cricket Board
— ' President’s Ele-
ven petered out as a draw at the
Rajuﬂ;hl Stadium yesterday.
On the final day, the visitors
scored 222 for seven in.their
second innings before they de-
clared an hour before the
scheduled close of play. On Fri-
day. they also declared on the
same score in their first In-

nings.
‘%hat left the hosts a stiff tar-

' pget to chase--199 in the overs
' remalning. They finished on 17

without loss in 12 overs.

Azam Igbal and Sajid Hasan
were unbeaten on seven and
eight respectively.

Earlier, the tourists resum-
ing on 41 for one in 25 overs,
added another 181 runs off 73
overs. ;

Middle-order Paul Nixon
with 68 and a patient hall-cen-
tury by one down Ben Smith
provided substance to the MCC
total.

The Kent wicketkeeper be-
fore retiring, battled for nearly
three hours. Nine times he
sweetly-stroked the leather
across the rope. Smith, who
plays for Leicestershire in the
English county championsip,

one Cricket Club
adesh

Sports Reporter

Muntasir grabbed three wickets
for 49 runs. |

The President’'s Eleven, who
scored 241 for eight declarged in
the first innings, took no risks
and played out the overs.
. All-rounder Naimur Rah-
man's dazzling 121 in the first
innings made him man-of-the-
match .

The tourists will meet the
Bangladesh national team in a
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four-day game beginning at the

Bangabandhu National Sta-
dium tomorrow.

SCOREBOARD

First innings 245 for elght in 74
overs declared (Naimur 121,
Akram 57; Patel 4/62)

MCC: Second Innings
(overnight 41 for 1 in 25 overs

B Athey b'F Muntasir .2)
M Wood 1bw F Muntasir 10
B Smith lbw Shaheen 50
A McGrath run out 24
P Nixon retired 68
N Killer ¢ Mizan b Muntasir 3
B Hyam b Shafiuddin 0
A Dodemalde b N Rahman 16
M Patel not out 19
A Sidebotton not out -
Extras: (Ib-7, nb-1) N

Total: (for 7 wkis in 98 overs declared) v/
Fall of wickets: 1-21: 2-62; 3-

106: 4-112; 5-125; 6-126; 7-166
Did not bat: M Boocock.

Bowler SR R W
Monjurul 15 v g | 0
Mushfiq 3 G S0
Shaheen 13 g < |
Fahim 26 - 10 44 3
Naimur 14 b 3 |
Shafiuddin AR T (- ]
Azam 2 gt 0 i 0
Sajid LR Mo bR
Akram A et
Al-Shahriar ] i ol el §

-

BCB PRESIDENT'S ELEVEN:
Second innings
Azam Igbal not out:
Sajid Hasan not out
Extras: (nb-1, w-1)
Total: (For no loss in 12 overs)
Did not bat: Akram Khan,
Naimur Rahman, Al-Shahriar,
Mushfiq, Mizan, Fahim, Shafi-
uddin, Monjurul,
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Scoreboard of the World
Youth Cricket Championship
match between Holland and
Bangladesh at Moratuwa on
Sunday :

and im-
. tion did not Immediatel
retim cale )

HOLLAND .

| B Postmia ¢ Salim b Bikas

R Bakaz c&b Bikas

£ Nawaz ¢ Nahidul b Tariqul

DV Bunge lbw Mossadédk

RV lerschot b Bikas

K Hout ¢ Rajin b Mossadek

A Raja b Ashraful

K Shafig run out

D Roolj ¢ S¢lim b Hannan

F Nijman Ibw Bikas

V Tewarie not out

Extras: (b-2, Ib-13, w-24, nb-3) 42

Total: (all out in 46.5 overs) 137
Fall of wickets: 1/0; 2/4;

3/13;4/17; 5/64; 6/85; 7/93:

8/96;9/112; 10/137
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The charisimatic American's
fortunes may have gyrated be-
tween humdrum and supreme,
but heading into the year's
opening Grand Slam tourna-
ment Agassit's star is firmlv on
the ascent :

Agassl is only one of five
players to have captured all
lour Grand Slam crowns —
Sampras basn't achieved that —
and should he reach the Aus-
tralian Open linal on January
30 he will become the first since
Rod Laver to string together
lour consecutive slam finals.

The Las Vegan deprived
Sampras of seven straight No. 1
year-end finishes in 1999 and
approaching 30 he remains a
box-office draw and an adver-
sary lor Sampras.

Yet should they meet at the
Australtan Open it will be, for
most, one match too early In
the semifinals., with Sampras
seeded three and being drawn in
Agassi's top half of the men's
singles draw,

S0 a Agassi-Sampras declder
is out, but both will have their
work cut out negotiating the
minehield ol a to hu&u halfl of
the draw. populated ‘?:y Aus-

tralian Mark Philippoussis,
Hig-serving former Wimbledon
champion Richard Krajicek,
last year's finalist Thomas En-
qvist and journeyman Todd
Martin.

In contrast, defending
champion Yevgeny Kafelnikov's
opposite half of tK
devolid of genuine title
contenders, except for German
fourth seed Nicolas Kiefer, last

car's semi-finalist Tommy
aas and unseeded Australian
Lleyton Hewitt, fuelled by a 10-
match unconquered leadup run,

Fasler

e draw looks

court conditions

history in the women's singles,
a win here will give her four
straight Australian titles, the
most in the Open's post-1969
era.

Hingis. who Is the youngest

Mary Pierce of France trains at Melbourne yesterday
ahead of her Australian Open campaign which begins

today.

=at both Hingis and Daven})ort
to win the leadup Sydney title.

Hingis will have a stern [irst
up test on Tuesday against
Croatia’s Mirjana Lucic, a semi-
finalist at last year's Wimble-
don.
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land, in November 1995,

Three subsequent Test
malches were played with no
weather problems, South Africa
winning all three matches.

Harrison said the recent rain
was unseasonal.

Thorpe Aussie

swimmer-of-the-yr

SYDNEY. Jan 16: lan Thorpe
was today named as the Aus-
tralian Hwimnu'r-ul-tlw-}rt‘ﬂr.
reports AFP,

Thorpe, who
recorcdds and won three pgold
medals Irom the Pan Pacilic
Championships here in August,
was Lthe undeniable winner.

Thorpe. the favourite lor the
gold metlals in the 200 and 400
metre Ireestvle events at the
Sydney Olympics in September,
was previously acclaimed as the
world swimmer and Australian
athlete ol the year.

He becomes the fourth male
winner in the 10-year-history
of the award, joining Glen
Housman (1990), Kieren
Perkins (1992-94) and Michacl
Klim (1997-98).

Thorpe, 17. twice broke the
world record in the 200m
[reesiyle at the Pan Paciflic
Championships to finish with
1:46G.00 in the Mnal,

He also lowered Kieren
Perkins' world record In the
400m. one of the toughest In
swimming to crack, by two sec-
onds to 3:41.83, and he was a
member of the world-record
(7:08.09) 200m freestyle relay
Lean.

Earlier In the year, Thorpe
shattered lalian Glorgio Lam-
berti's nine-year world short
course record in the 200m
freestyle to 1:43.28.
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'Tame draw in Rajshahi

. MELBOURNE, Jan

) - 16G: Steve Waugh

played a caplain’s
F'knock of 81 not
J oul 1o gulde Austra-
i e e Ak lia Lo a six-wicket
viclory over Pakistan in the tri-
series here today. reports AFP.
In & malch reduced to 41-
overs-a-side due to rain, Aus-
tralin recovered from 38-3 to
overtake Pakistan's 176-9 with
13 deliveries Lo spare al the
Melbourne Cricket Ground.
The win before 37.325 fans
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Steve thwarts Pakistan

lik's tally of 283,

The Australlan openers hit
32 In the [irst four overs —
Adam Gilchrist making 21 off
13 balls — when Pakistan hit
back through their pace sensa-
tion Shoaib Akhtar,

Shoaib, coming on in the
filth over, trapped Gilchrist leg
belore with his first delivery
and then had Ricky Ponting
caughl at second slip off his
fourth ball

The hosts slipped to 38-3 in
the seventh over when Yousuf
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Pakistan fast bowler Shoaib Akhtar i:.s over the moon
after getting rid of Australia’'s Ricky Porting at

Melbourne yesterday.

— AFP photo
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catch at point.

Anwar and Youhana carried
Lthe score from 42-3 to 87 when
both batsmen fell in successive
overs,

Lelt-handed Anwar pulled
Symonds high to mid-wicket
where Bevan ran to his right to
take the skier.

in the next over, Shane Lee
had Youhana caught at short
mid-wicket for 20 and then
forced Akram to edge the last
ball 10 Gilchrist.

Martyn held another good
running catch on the square-leg
[ence to remove Moin for five,
before Razzaq and Saglain
added 38 for the elghth wicket.

Razzaq hit four boundaries,
including two stunning straight
drives against McGrath, before
losing Wagar Younis ofl the fi-
nal delivery.

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard in the tri-series
one-day international between
Australia and Pakistan at the
MCG on Sunday:

PAKIST
Anwar c Bevan b Symonds 49
Waslti ¢ Gilchrist b McGrath
ljaz Ibw b Fleming 0
Inzamam ¢ Symonds b S Lee B8
Youhana M Waugh b S Lee 20
Moin ¢ Martyn b Symonds 5
Akram c Gillchrist b S Lee 0
FCM/..]({ not out 5]
Saqglain ¢ S Waugh b B Lee 11
Wagqar ¢ Gilchrist b McGrath 8
Extras: (Ib-7, w-7, nb-2) 16
Totak (For nine wickets in 41 overs) 176

Fall of wickets: 1-15: 2-22: 3-

metres and 100 metres in the
short-course Hobart World Cup
last week and they will tussle
again in the Olympic pool —
over 25 meters — for (wo days
beginning Monday,

Krayzelburg was a genuine
star of the Pan Pacilic Champi-
onships in Sydney last year,
breaking the 100-meter and
200-meter long-course world
records.

Welsh's twin victories in Ho-
bart, including a new short-
course world mark of 24.11 sec-
onds for 50 meters, means he is
a legitimate threat to a man he
respects and likes.

“So many people were com-
ing along to Olympics or
swimming events and saying
it's 200 butterfly today and the
100-meter freestyle and the
1500 meter ... oh, and there's a
backstroke race on too,” said
Welsh on the eve of the Sydney
World Cup leg.

"But now Lenny's there and
I'm there and a whole heap of
other people are there — he's the
best backstroker ever and we're
closing in on him, the big one —
and the profile has risen and
that was my aim.” f

Welsh expects Krayzelburgs
dented pride to have him fired
up when they fight out the 100-
meler final In Sydney on Mon-
day and the 50 meters on Tues-
day night.

Welsh and the Russian-born
Krayzelburg have come friend

I have to admit he's one o
the nice guys,” Welsh said. "We
were talking the other day and
he wants to come down to Mel-
bourne and check it out and I've

olfered to be his tour guide for
the day.

“That's what makes It so

great — when the gun goes, |
we're enemies but when :

touch the wall we're friends.
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