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Musharraf
begins China

visit today

ISLAMABAD, Jan 16: Pak-
istan’s military ruler General
Pervez Musharral flies to China

. tomorrow for his first interna-
" tional visit outside the Arab
world since seizing power in a
mu!!: three months ago. reports
AF

Musharral is travelling with
a high-level team for the two-
day trip. Including Forel
Minister Abdus Sattar and Fi-
nance Minister Shaukat Aziz.

China has long been a cru-
cially ally, providing vital mil-
ftary equipment and acting as a
counterweight to Pakistan's
arch-rival India and the influ-
ence ol Russia,

“China is Pakistan’s most
trusted and close friend.” said
foreign ministry spokesman

Tariq Altaf.
“gur time-tested ties have

ained strength and substance
gvcr the years. Pakistan-China
relations remain a cornerstone

of Pakistan's foreign policy.”
Pakistan was one of the first

countries to nise the Peo-
ple's Republic of China in 1950.

50 killed in
Colombia
fighting

BOGOTA. Jan 16: In some of
the worst l‘ighting{ in month,
clashes between leftist rebels

and securily forces near Bogota
killed 50 people Saturday, the
same day US Secretary of State

Madeleine Albright visited
northern Colombia. reports AP,

Rebels from the Revolution-

Armed Forces of Colombia,
or FARC, staged an early mom-
ing attack on Guayabetal, 48
kilometres southeast of Bogota,
Colombia's capital.

Fighting in the region con-
tinued into Saturday night.

The Colombian government
and FARC also held peace talks
Saturday In a southern jungle.
It was not clear if the rebel at-
tack was meant as a show of
force to coincide with the peace
talks or Albright's visit.
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Malaysia hits back at US criticism

Washington urged not to interfere

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 16:
Malaysia Sunday lashed out at
US criticism of the arrest of
leading opposition [igures,
telling Was?ﬂn on Lo stay out
of its internal affairs. but refus-
ing to say whether more arrests
were planned, reports AFP.

Deputy Prime Minister Ab-
dullah Ahmad Badawi denied
that the five arrests last week,
which have drawn widespread
oversens condemnation,
amounted to a crackdown on
the opposition.

Ug State Department spok-
esman James Foley Friday sald
the department shared "widely
expressed concerns that these
arrests are a transparent and
cynical attempt to intmidate
government opponents and
stifle legitimate political dis-
course.”

But Abdullah sald Malaysia

had to enforce its laws strictly.

“He (Foley) does not know
what Is happening here. This is
our country and we will man
our own problems and we will
solve them.” he said.

"Il an offence has been
committed then action has to be
taken. Our country has laws ...
not the law of the jungle. Don't
interfere in our allairs.”

Abdullah, who Is also home
minister and heir apparent to
Prime Minister Mahathir Mo-
hamad, said the public should
not get "excited” over the arrests
as police would investigate the
complaints with caution.

Asked If mQre arrests weré
planned. he told reporters: "Wé
won't sa{nhow man ple are
going to be arrested. If there are
reports and evidence that a per-
son can be charged, action will
be tnken.”

e

' A leading opposition [igure
éunday condemned the arrests
as “the negative politics of spite,
hate and vendetta.”

Lim Kit Siang predicted that
Mahathir would exceed “the
worst excesses” of his 19 years
as prime minister during his
ﬁnn‘f terin since all checks to
his power lad been dismantled.

Lim. chairman of the Demo-
cratic Action Party (DAP), told
a  party meetlnﬁ that
Malaysians had hoped politics
would become less dominated
by race and religlon and more
by “justice, freedgm, democeracy
and good governance.”

But he said events since the
November 29 election, in which
Mahathir's National Front
(Barisan Nasional) coalition re-
tained its two-thirds parlia-
mentary majority, Indicated
otherwise.
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Taiwan passe

military role in politics

TAIPEI. Jan 16 : Talwan's
Parliament has passed two bills
to further ensure the military
would play no role amid efforts
to press lor political reforms,
ollicial said today. reports AFP.

The draft National Defence
Law and the draft amendment
to Delence Ministry Organic
Law cleared the legislative [loor
late Saturday night shortly be-
fore the parliament nd‘]nurncd.

“The completion ol the two
bills., following the bid to cul
the size of the forces, was an-
other crucial step to reform the
existing military structure,” a
defence ministry spokesman
said.

The purpose of the bills. he
saidl. "was aimed to set up a mil-
mechanism which is

modern, prolessional, and
democratic.”

Under the bills, the Nation-
alist island's defence ministry
would be led by a civil official
rather than a military official,
and the Chief of the General
Stall. now responsible directly
to the president. would be
placed under the direct juris-
diction of the delence ministry.

The decadés-old "political
warlare” [orce would be scaled
back as well.

Calls are on the rise for the
removal of the units, which
have been largely in charge ol
the Nationalist army's ideology
controls in their struggles
against Chinese communist
forces in the wake of the is-
land's democratisation.

In three years Lhe geneéral
warlare department, which has
been placed under the direct ju-
risdiction of the general staff
headquarters for nearly five
decades, would be reorganised
as a political warlare bureau,

The head of the office would
be downgraded from a general
to a lleutenant general.

Tailwan plans to cut the
number of its troops [rom
450.000 to 400,000 by June 2000
although its firepower has bean
boosted by 75 per cent,

The Nalionalist government
lled the mainland in 1949 al the
end of a civil war after its
troops were defeated by com
munist forces led by Mao Ze-
clong.

Anti-drug drive in Myanmar
50,000 villagers to be relocated

KENG TUNG, Myanmar.
Jan 16: The Myanmar govern-
ment s launching an unprece-
dented relocation of 50.000
people out of prime opium
growing areas under an ambi-
_tious programme (o turn one of
the world's biggest narcotic pro-
ducing zones into a drug-free
area by 2005. reports AP,

The territory is controlled by
the Unjted Wa State Army. de-
scribed by the US State De-
partment as theworld's largest
drug-traflicking organisation
and Southeas! Asia’s leading

roducer ol heroin reaching the
Inited Slates.

The Wa are [ormer insur-
gents who made peace with the
military in 1989. They retain
their weapons under the
agreemen| and exercise control
over large areas of Myanmar's
rugged border with Thailand
and China. enabling them to
become major producers of
heroin and. increasingly. lu-
crative methamphetamines.

Both the government's anti-
drug czar. Col Kywaw Thein.

Voting begins.
in Finnish
presidential

elections

HELSINKI. Jan 16: Voling
began this morning in Fin-
land's first round of presiden-
tial elections with the two lead-
ing candidates neck-and-neck,
reports AFP.

The latest polls gave Foreign
Minister Tarja Halonen 38 per
cent support and opposition
Centre Party leader Esko Aho
37 percent. with the [ive other
candidates well behind.

Halonen has based her cam-
Paign on her experience at the
orefront of European diplo-
macy. highlighted by Finland's
tenure of the rotaung EU presi-
dency in the second half of
1999, She has said she will be
more “oriented towards Europe”

than outgoing President Martti
Ahtisaari, 62. '

The Social Democraltic can-
didate has been hampered,
however, by susplicions
amongst the more rural and
Lutheran-dominated parts of
the electorate of her left-wing
reputation and vocal support

en a student of gay rights.

Heavy fighting in Grozny

NEAR GROZNY. Russia. Jan

16: Russian bommbs and rockets

. rained down on the Chechen
capital Grozny overnight and
on Sunday lederal forces inten-
sified sirtkes on rebel bastions
in the southern mountains,
where (lerce clashes were re-
ported, reporis AFP.

Plumes of thick black smoke
and dust rose from central and
castern districts of Grozny
which bore the brunt of a
E‘l_;nd that the Russian mili-

V¥ saild was needed Lo cover its

lroops.

The barrage. which thun-
dered ut the night and
was continuing Sunday, was
one ol the heaviest in recent
davs. an AFP reporter sald, and
came as European lawmakers
mm”dye' ll:olgmcnw 1o dilcuual:

ash campalgn In
rebel N:publlcy

The Council of Europe dele-

and Wa leaders told reporlers
[lown by the government into
Wa territory on Salurday that
they are committed lo eradicat-
ing drugs from Myanmar. also
known as Burma. within 15
vears. with the biggest areas
being taken out of production by
2005.

Toward that end, some
50.000 people in Wa-controlled

* “ared$ 'nead China — where “Hi-

tle but opjum can grow on the
steep. rocky hillsides — will be
moved 1o new agricultural areas
near Thailand where it is hoped
they can make a living growing
crops and raising livestock.

"We have designated 2005
as the vear ol the narcotics-[ree
zone,” said Khin Maung Myint,
a linison officer for the War
army. My feeling is that only
when these projects become a
suiceess. we will be able to
eradicate the drug problem.”

The announcement is bound
to be greeted with skepticism in
international law enforcement
circles. The Myanmar govern-

BRIEERY

ment is widely accused of bene-

fiting [rom drug money. The
recime has few sources of
hard currency because ol

decades of mismanagement
atl economie sanctltions im-
posed lor its repression ol the
democratic opposition and eth-
nic minorities.

The governthent denies that
it is in league wilh drug trai-
fickers but ¢onfesses that bDe-
cause of its political pariah sta
tus. il has recelved little of the
international aid that over the
past 30 years has enabled
neighbouring Thailand Lo Wipe
oul most of its oplum fields.

‘We have been blamed lor
drugs lor so long now.” Kyaw
Thein said. "We do not want to
he blamed lorever.”

Hut Khin Maung Myint ac-
knowleclged that rhree Wa lead-
ers Wei Xuekang, Li Zurn and
Voo Yagpang, were advisors Lo
the opium eradication project
The State Departnient alleges
the trio are among the top drug
traflickers in the region. '

US Oﬂem I'ewalﬂ: The United States Sunday

offered a reward lor Information aboul rockel attacks late last
year on its embassy. cultural centie and UN' offices in the
Pakistani capital. Reuters reports lrom Islamabad.

The olfer. advertised in local newspapers, was described as a
“subsiantial monelary reward” but no sum was specified. In
November. two rockels were fired al the embagsy. two at the
American Centre and two at a building housing the UN oflices
Most missed their targels and one person was slightly injured.

Sudan extends ceasefire:

Sudan’'s

[slamist-led government has extended a ceasefire with rebels in
the south for another three months. newspapers reported
Sunday. Reifters reports from Khartoum.

They quoted a Foreign Ministry statement as saying the

truce hac been prolong

: from midnight. January 15, to support
Eﬁ‘uf efforts and enable emzargency supplies (o reach the south.
e extension comes within the context of the search for

dCc

and a comprehensive solution (o the problem in the south and
the delivery of reliel ald to the needy.’ said Hassan Abdin, un-
dersecretary at the foreign ministry.

Plane CI'aSh ﬁ.“s 4: A commercial plane

crashed in a residential neighbourhood in Costa Rica's capital

Saturday. killing four

eople and injuring 14. emergency

officials said. AP reports Irom San Jose,

The twin-engine plane with 20 people on board had just
taken ofl Irom Tobla Bolanos Alrport In San Jose when |t
crashed at 1:10 pm (0210 BST). Red Cross spokesman Guillermo
Arroyo said. The plane, a Czech-built LED 410, had been leased

by

axl Aero Centro Americano and was bound for the Tor-

nguero national park on the Atlantic Coast of northern Costa
Rica. It carried 17 passengers and three ecrew members.,

tion. led by British peer Lord

ussell-Johnston, was to meet
acting President Viadimir
Putin on Monday as part of a
five-day fact-finding tour trig-
gered by concerns over human
rights and the cost of the con-
flict in civilian lives.

The group from the parlia-
mentary assembly s scheduled
(o fly to the troubled North Cau-
casus for talks with regional
leaders. and could visit Rus-
nci:ni:-ontrnlled zones of

echnya. news reports said.

The visW came as a service-

men’'s support group said at
least 3, federal had

died in the current conflict and
accused the authorities of
aeekinf Lo cover uwt true ex-
tent ol losses in ‘
drive in Chechnya,
Officially, Russia has admit-
ted 1o around 500 dead since
ground operations in Chechnya

15-week

began on October 1.

Russia has Intensilied mili-
tary operations in the republic
in recent days as It sought to
wrest the inltliative from the
guerrillas, whose daring series
of ralds last weekend flat-
looted federal commanders and
led to heavy Russian losses.

Oleg. the commander of one
Russian unit near the Grozny
frontline. said the massive ar-
tillery blitz was vital if his men
were o advance and wipe out
the guerrillas delending the
capital.

‘When there are artillery
strikes or air strikes, the rebels
hide and we can advance. That's
what we did. bul as soon as
things die down a bi(, they re-
emerge.” he sald.

“They were shooting at us
from all sides. Our (ask now Is
to wipe onl all the rebels around
us.” .

e el e

s bills to ban |

| lahinthir, 74, has sald this
will be his last term. He came to
power in 1981,

“The linal term of Mahathir
as prime minister will be the
most dangerous times for
Malaysian national-bullding
as all external ehecks and bal-
ances have been dismantled
while there are no countervall-
ing lorces inslde UMNO and
Barigan Naslonal to give him a
re” .. eck.” Lim said in a

Spetul.

The United Malays National

Organisation (UMNO) Is the Na-
tional Front's dominant party.
Chargded In court Friday with
sedition wére Karpal Singh,
counsel for deposed and jalled
depuly premier Anwar Ibrahim,
and Marina Yusofl, vice-presi-
dent of the Natlonal Justice
Party formed by Anwar's wife.
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More than 150,000 Cubans rolly for the return of the shipwrecked boy Elian Gonzalez
Saturday in Havana. For a second consecutive day, tens of thousands of Cubans rallied to
demand the return of the boy, who was rescued off the coast of Florida in late November and
12 claamed by his relufivea in Miam.

—AFP photo

6bu:hi1faces
fresh challenge

after tour

TOKYO, Jan 16 : Japan's
Primeé Minister Kelzo Obuchl
came down to earth today from
a high-profile Asian tour as he
faced fresh challenges to his

ower from within and without
{8 conservative party, reporis
AFP.

The main opposition Demo-
cratle Party vowed Lo seek an
early general election to topple
Obuchi's ruling coalition, the
morning after the premier re-
turned after pledging ald during
a tour of Cambodia, Laos an
Thailland.

Ohuchi'e rivals within his
Liberal Democratic Party (LDP)

alreaty called for an end to the
three-way coalition and blasted |

him for focusing too much on
stimulus spending to turn the
country around from 'a moun-
tain of debt

ISLAMABAD. Jan 16: Pak-
Istan's military rulers should
resist increasing Western pres-
sure for a quick return to
dlemocracy. major newspapers
here sald today, reports AFF.

In three separate visils in
the past week flve senior US
senators and Britain's chiel of
defence stall have held meet-
ings with army chief General
Pervez Musharral, who seized
power in a coup three months
ago.

Ihe

called
Musharral and his ministers to
revive democracy, curb funda

mentalist greups and sign the
Comprehensive Nuclear Tesl
H:iin 1reaty

vISI1OrSs on

.L.I.. r‘.ll \""ﬂ.ll

Pakistajn should resist Western
pressure: Press

mands  wonld weaken Pak-
istan’'s sovereignty, The News
daily said in an editorial.

The widely-respected news-
paper criticised the country’'s
politicians lor trying (o win
supporl [rom the West lor a re-
vival ol democracy.

“The proper course of action
to pressure the military-led
government! to hold elections is
Lo canvass lor public support --
not bey for US intervention.”
sald The News in an editorial.

Democeracy in Pakistan is

the business ol the [""L"*'l""!" of
akisian.” the paper said
This aspecl ol engagement
h the West underculs Pak
istan s sovereignly and shows

S

the political leadership in poor
light .~

Another major paper, The
Fronlier Post. sald the demo-
cratic option was nol as altrac-
tive as it seemed [rom oulside
Pakistan.

There is an irony in all
these urgings, for the Western
nations are not prepared to ac-
cept the argument that the pre-
sent set-up is preferable to the
previous corrupt civilian
rilers,” it said.

While’ most Pakistanis have

1 beliyful of seli-serving
and corrupt politiclans. the
world believes democracy how-
ever [lawed is stiil a better al-
ternative.” the paper said.
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Saturday dliring a narcotics orop del@ in Lwe
Sone Rangd, as part of a2 broadel by Mya
authorities to eradicatd the nli #de in

country
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killed int B¥lgrade

sins \have slail hotorious
Serb paramilitidty leadér ahtl
war grimes Suwspecl Zeljks
Arkah” Raznat@uic in a Bel
gracle hotel, reports Reuters.

Political opponents ol Yu-
goslavy President Slobodah
Milosevic satd they LthougHhl
Arkan's killers. who [ired at
least 38 bullets al close rangé In
the hotel lohby on Saturday af-
ternoon. would never be identi-
fled.

A paramilitary who struck
fear into hearts nacross the
Balkans., Arkan was also a
convicted bank robber antl n
former politician believed Lo
have once had closed ties (o
Milosevic's ruling eircle,

A surgeon [rom (he cily's
Emergency Centre sald he hatl
heen hit at least three times in
the lace and was dead on arrival
atl the centre.

"He was hit in the mouth, eyé
and temple. The nature ol the
wouneds indicates he was shot al
close range " the surgeon, who

B anns.tlnn 16: Asaast

declined 1o be named. told
Reutlers
“Two others «ied, one of

(he anmth injuries.”

A\ ihtl been living in
rl'lh‘,w :

hat €HR | do? I'm trying to
auMive “ B8 Lold a I'rié?m gli}
dayh apo whb asked how he was.

The (riend, who requested
arlbhyinity. {8t Reuters he had
met Hinn by thance in central
Belgratle aftér long time and
was suttised N8 did not have as

many hotygulrtls around as
usuhl,

THe official tews agency
Tanjug salt Arkan was atiacked
by masket gunmen, but a police
sourte Sald they were not
madked, Police found 38 bullet
casidygs on (he floor at the
scene, where (wo othét people
were nlgo thortally woutided.

Britain and the United
Sthies dnid they took no saltis-
faction from Arkan's murder.
He wis indicted in 1997 by the
Hague-base International
Crimiinal Tribuha! for former
Yugoslaviga (ICTY) lor erimes
against humanity. including al-
leged atrocities Iin Croatia in
199 and In the 1992.95
Bosnlan war, He deniecd the
chariles,

=) I lwedn New F:‘c"r".

|
|
|. it gviny into Westerns '
|
|
F
|

Tibetan religious leader can
stay in India: Fernandez

NEW DELHI Jan 16. A T1-
betan religious leader who es-
caped Lo India this month will
be allowed to stay in the coun-
try. Defence Minister George
Fernandez said today, reports
AFP

“If people walk in and want
lo stay on for a while, they can
be allowed to stlay." Fernandez
told reporters here. “What is
there?

Fernandez' comments were
the lirst by an Indian minister
that New Delh! do2e not Intend
lo deport the 14-year-old Ugyen
Trinley Dorji, the 17th
Karmapa Lama. who has sought
refiige in India

The minister. wne was
spraking alter a seminar, said
the Karmapa's escape (rom
' China would not affect ties be-
and Bellng and
that the bay had not sought po-
| 1itidal asylum yet

"
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untry and wants (o siay, there
no violation of anything

[concerned with Sino-Indian

relations). And [ don’t think we
should be upset over anything
related Lo thal

"As lar as | know.” he added,
nobody has asked for political
asylum.’

Fernandez. a socialist, Is a
long-time supporter of the Ti-
betan campaign for indepen-

dence from China and a leading

figure in Prime Minister Atal
Behari Vajpayeée's Hindu na-
tionalist-led coalition

The Karmapa has nol re-
vealed his future plans, but he
told Tibetan solidarity groups
who met him at Dharamsala

four days ago that he was
pleased to be in Indla

"~ China has suggested that
grar ng political asylum
vo: ~ violate a Sino-Indian
bilateral agreement on non-in
lerierence in each other's inter-

nal affairs.

zarlier Sunday. a senior In-
ian urged the prime
to give the Karmapa

itan : LN
ministet
asvium

Rabi Ray, a former speaker

of the Indian parliament, said
granting asylum (o the
Karmapa would be in line with
New Delhi's "age-old tradition
of religious tolerance.

Ray. another supporter of
the Tibetan campaign and pres-
ident of the Indo-Tibet Friend
ship Sociely. said the Karmapa
must be given Lhe same status as
the Dalai Lama. the Tibetans'
sUpreme spiritual leader.

The 17th Karmapa -- who
neads one ol the four religious
schools of Tibetan Buddhism --
arrived In the northern Indian
hill town of Dharamsala on
January 5 after crossing the
Himalayas

Dorji is recognised as the
17th Karmapa by both the Chi-
nese government and the Dalail
Lama. whose government-in
exile is hased in Dharamsala
The Dalai | been living
in India ng from
China in 195¢€

The Karmapa's "escape” was
seen as a major embarrassment
lor Beijing
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[srael police
launch probe
into Weizman
over scandal

JERUSALEM, Jan 16 : A spe-
cial Israeli police team
launched a probe today into a
financial scandal engulfing Is-
raell President Ezer Weizman
as press calls for his resigna-
tlon grew loudeér, reports AFP.

“Unfit to Serve” thundered
the headline over the editorial
in the liberal Hebrew newspa-
per Haaretz.

The special team was to hold
its first working meeling Sun-
day morning, a police spok-
esman said, more than two
weeks after an Israell journalist
first revealed that Welzman had
secretly accepted almost hall a
million dollars in gifts from a
French millionaire before he
took office in 1993,

The probe is being led by po-

lice commissioner Yohanan
Danino. who normally deals
with investigations into car
thefts, three investigators and a
member of Attorney General
Eliyakim Rubinstein's office.
- efzman, 75. Is accused of
accepting 453,000 dollars from
French businessman Edouard
Saroussi.

I them.

it. >
politician,
SRINAGAR, India, Jan 16 :
Musliin guerrillas shot dead a
pro-India Muslim politician
three of his family members
and a policeman in the troubled

Indian state of Kashmir, offi-
cials said loday, reports AFP.

A former militant now
working with Indian security
forces was also killed by the
guerrillas elsewhere in the Hi-
malayan state. All killings oc-
curred late Saturday, a police
spokesman said

Muslim militants armed
with AK-47 assault rifles
stormed into the home of Ghu-
lam Qadir Bhat, a top leader of
Kashmir's ruling National Con-
ference party. near Awantipura
town. 30 km south of here.

They first shot dead one ol
Bhat's five police bodyguards,
then entered the house and
gunned down Bhat, who was
popularly known as Hindus-
tant, and three family members
from close range.

The other police guards
fought a briefl gunbattie with the
attackers, wounding one of
However the wounded

| Kashmir militants kill
five others

militant was taken away by uhe
other retrealing guerrillas.

Indian police and paraunili-
tary forces immediately
launched a massive comme
operation in the region (0 trac
down the killers, the
spokesman said

No further delails were im-
mediately available

Also overnight, another
group of Muslim militants shot
dead a former militant. Ghulam
Qadir Hoora. who belonged to a
group which assists the Indian
security forces in their cam-
paign against Muslim sepa-
ratisis,

The killing took place at
Hoora's house at a village near
Sonwari town in northern
Kashmir. Three unidentified

civilians were also wounded in

the attack. The Killers escaped.
More than 24,000 people
have died in a bloody Muslim

separatist campaign raging in

Kashmir since 1989. India ac-

cuses Pakistan of arming and
training the militants. Islam-
abad denies this, but gives open
support o the unrest.

Children wearing clown costumes ait on a vihtage car in
Calcutta yesterday. More than 160 vintage cars and two
| wheelers took to the straets of Caleutta {A A vintage and

classgic car rally,

~AFP photo

JERUSALEM. Jan 16; Israel
decided Saturday to postpone a

withdrawal from the West Bank
lor at least two weeks over a
dispute with the Palestinians
on the land to be included In the
pullout, reports AP.

A spokesman for Israell
Prime Minister Ehud Barak's
ollice said the Cabinet would
not view the withdrawal maps
in a meeting Sunday as a pre-
requisite to the withdrawal,
which was originally slated for
Thursclay.

"Barak hasn't decided which
lands should be included in the
withdrawal,” Gadi Baltiansky
saldh, "Barak wants 1o check a
[ew more subjects and continue
the Internal discussions.”

The decision meant the
withelrawnl will most likely be

postponed for at least two
weeks, since Barak will travel
to the United Stales for the next

~Bank.

Israel delays WB

round ol peace talks with the

Syrinns which are slated to be-

gin Wednesday.

The Palestinians have ac-
cused Israel of nedlecting the
peace talks with them in favour
ol the Svrian negotiations
which reopened in December.,

Palestinian leader Yasser
Aralat’s Cabinet warned in a
meeting Friday that [sraeli
slugeishness in the negotia-
tions will prevent the sides
from working out a ramework
on a final peace agreement by a
February 13 elt:mlhnt.

The Palestinians had de-
manded that the next with-
drawal include areas near east
Jerusalem — the sector they
hope to make the capital of a fu-
lure state — as part of the rede-
loyment that Is supposed to
nelude 6.1 per cent of the West

pullout-

Israecl insists that an

IW‘I..IIH.{!'.\ in control over the ters

ritory near the disputed cily
would he decided in the (inal
phase of peace talks between the
sicles. Israel says that the peace
accords designate il as the sole
deciding authority on which
land is included in with-
drawals. . |

Isrnel captured east
Jerusalem in 1967, declaring
the seclor part of its capital.
Barak insists the city will nol
he divided again as part of the
negotiution with the Palestini-
ans

Israeli Deputy Defence Min-
ister Ephraim Sneh fmplied
Friday that the Palestinians
may be given some authority In
areas east of Jerusalem when he
sald the boundaries ol the cilﬁy
may be extended as part of a fi-
nal agreement.



