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ndangered Environment

ITH severe arsenic contamination of ground-
water, lead pollution of air in the urban

arcas. tast decimation of wetland and greenery, our
environment and, for that matter, our existence is
indeed endangered. What's more, there is the
looming threat of global warming-induced sea-
level rise that would affect low-lying developing
countries like ours the most. Indeed, the blame

rests squarely on the industrial nations in this
reaard: for our share in emission of greenhouse gas
into the atmosphere is near to nothing. However,
we haven't been able to make a dilterence in areas

' where we could have done so. Encroachment, and
. destruction thereby, of natural water body and

forests goes unabated. That we have failed to bring
about a reversal of the alarming trend has its roots
in our collective indifference to environmental is-
sues. Until and unless every citizen is made aware
of his or her rights and responsibilities to the en-

vironment, the country stands very little chance of

survival. That was the key message the speakers
and participants at the two-day international con-
ference on environment, that concluded in the cap-
ital on Saturday, tried to send across. Also, they
put accent on a stronger role from the civil society
in this behalf. Admittedly, we have been very slow
to react to our environmental imperatives and our
actions, tentative and indecisive as they are, have
so far failed to make much of an impact. The ques-
tion. however, remains: how do we go about re-
trieving the situation?

Certainly, the government won't be able to make
much progress, no matter how strict relevant laws
and their enforcement are, so long as the citizenry
do not actively participate in the process. Towards
sensitising and inspiring individuals into partici-
pation, the civil society can make a greater impact
than the government. Besides, the former can also
pressurise the latter into enacting new laws and
amending the old ones to meet the need of the hour.
Nevertheless, the primary objective of the civil so-
ciety should be to educate individuals and help
them put themselves in an environmental perspec-
tive, thereby inducing in them eco-friendly be-
haviour. The process to save the environment must
be bottom-up. not the other way round. When indi-
viduals become wary of environmental concerns,
it will have a chain reaction, encompassing the
community. the nation, the region and eventually
the whole world. Politics and bureaucracy, na-
tional and international, will then move in steps

with the needs of the world population. Environ-

ment should receive our utmost attention, for en-
vironment and existence are synonymous. Such
realisation must dawn on us sooner than later lest
we lead ourselves willy-nilly to self-destruction.

Give Them Work

URVEY lindings suggest that serious problems

facing the nation are unemployment and an
alarming rise in crimes followed by political in-
stability. The survey conducted by an eminent or-
ganisation based in Mumbai covered four South
Asian countries including Bangladesh. Newspaper
reports are so replete with gory stories of crimes —
murder, arson, looting, rape etc. — that one does
not need a survey to determine that crime is on the

top of the list of all the social evils. There has been
a steep climb of the unemployment curve both in
rural and urban areas of Bangladesh. In the ab-
sence of adequate employment opportunities, par-
ticularly in rural Bangladesh, a massive migration
of unemployed rural youth and agricultural labour
to the city has been taking place. And then there is
the problem of unemployment of educated youth,
skilled and semi-skilled labour., These are the
problems that have never been squarely addressed
by any government of the country and as a result
they have become enormous over time, and almost
impossible to solve now. Unless the government
goes about the job of creating employment for the
vast masses of unemployed youth of the country
the situation is bound to deteriorate and no
amount of policy intervention at a later stage can
improve it.
Since the return of democracy in the country we
have been watching with awe the race for power be-
tween the leading political parties and a penchant
for personal gains at the cost of the well-being of
the people. Since liberation no government has
adopted any pragmatic policy for either industrial-
isation or agriculture extension that could gener-
ate employment for thousands of educated, skilled
and semi-skilled youth of the country. Ti..is could
ensure them better future and save them from frus-
tration and the horrible prospect of a bleak future.
Unemployment has remained a curse for the
younger generations throughout the world; but it
needs not be the case if the full potential of micro-
enterprises can be realised. It is a pity that the en-
ergy. imagination and genius of our young men and
women have never been fruitfully utilised to take
the country forward. In the new millennium let it
be the priority of the government and the private
sector to harness the immense prospect of the
youth power in the nation-building endeavour.

Stop This
FTER the shameful episode on the Dhaka Uni-
versity campus, a similar incident sends shiv-
ers down our spine. A lady was assaulted
reportedly by three motorbike-riders in the city's
New Iskaton area on Thursday night. The
deplorable incident took place right in front of the

husband who was accompanying her to Mirpur.

connection but the accused were freed on bail on
Friday. The third

with our already plummeting

dimension to roguery.
If we fail to check this savagery

ments moving around the ci
guide, such criminals could dare
parently because of their connection wit
ing

est of the ruling party itself — an

| evildoers to

|
land for all.

victim's house. The offenders also beat up her
There have, however, been two arrests made in this

person involved in this is yet to
be arrested. Police, as usual, said they were doing
their best but our question is: how dare they
commit such an abominable crime? The crime
throws an open challenge to law enforcement. Now
law and order, the
tendency to tug at ladies' clothes adds one more

well in time,
then no woman would be safe from licentious ele-
ty. If experience is any
e exploits ap-
the rul-
party. This obviously works against the inter-
it must be dis-
couraged, We would expect the ruling party to
tighten its grip over the student wing. We expect the
e deterrently punished. We believe
that a combined effort of the government, the rul-
ing party and the law enforcers will stop this once

HE Indo-Pakistan
I relations have recently
dipped to a new low. A
fresh tension has been brewing
up between the sub continent’s
arch rivals sinee the hijacking
of an Indian airliner by a
mysterious quariet who alter
traversing the air space ol at
least hall a dozen countries
took It to Taliban-held
Kandahar with 160 passengers
and crew on board. In absence
ol any one or any agency taking
the responsibility ol thal
daredevil action the needle ol
suspicion in India Instinctively
pointed towards Pakistan
although the latter, from the
beginning of the crisis, did
everything to dispel India's
misgivings ol her by playing a
ood samaritan to the hostages.
akistan supplied fuel to the
distressed alrerall, ollered med-
ical treatment to the patient
and allowed Islamabad to be
used as a base for UN humanti-
tarian team apart from gener-
ally condemning the incident,
Yel India persisted (o nbllclucly
refer o Pakistan's complicity
in whole hijacking drama.
Later alter the rescue ol the
hoslages in exchange of three
Kashmirl militants held in In-
dian custody. the Indian suspl-
cion took the shape ol outright
allegations against Pakistan
who also now joined the brawl.
The mutual acrimony and alle-
gations have now been brought
to a crescendo and they take an
ominous turn with none other
than Prime Minister of India
appealing to the international
community, particularly the
United Siates to declare Pak-
istan a lerrorist state., Earller
Pervez Musharraf, Pakistan's
Chiel Executive hardened his
stance on Kashmir and ruled
the possibility of a nuclear war
on its count. The war of words
raged in full fary.
Such strain and tension in

relationship are nothing un-

usual between India and Pak-
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Post-Hijack Blame

HE Vajpayee government

I is desperately trying to

cover up ilts abjecl
mishandling of the 1C-814
hijacking by blaming Pakistan
lor the whole episode. This
attempt would be less un-
convincing il it did not repeal
proulises Lo reveal “relevant
lacts™ at “Lthe appropriate Ltine .
but instead made full, up-tront.
public disclosures.

The “appropriate”™ moment
has still not arrived! All we
have is selective "background”
briefings by unattributable
“sources”. Bul the same
“sources” had earlier said thal
Masood Azhar did not want to
be released from jail although
Lthe hijackers wanted him oul!
The. “evidence™ of. the
“Pakistani hand™ is less than
chinching. much of' it based on
conlessions
hardly pass légdl thiuster).

The lacel that someé of the hi-
jackers yere Pakistani, or con-
nected with Kashmir, does not
prove that Islamabad was in-
volved. although thal cannol be
excluded. For over 50 years,
Kashmir's advocacy has tran-
scended borders. and generated
strong emotions in both India
and Pakistan. Past Keshmir-re-
lated hijackings were uncon-
nected (o Pakistan.

It does not stand to reason
that Islamabad — estranged
irom the US, under flak for its
supporl (o Islamicist causes,
and with ils economy near col-
lapse — would want to risk a
high-prolile hijacking and
lurther antagonise Washington.
Although some Pakistani dirty-
tricks agency could have acted

Jwhich oo ld.,

L etalelain

The attempt to demonise Pakistan by calling it terrorist state brings to the fore some of the
fundamental issues and raises some ugly questions as to the origin of terrorism in Kashmir. It is
true that since 1989 an indigenous uprising by the Kashmiris for what they called 'Huryat' |
(freedom) was later aided by oulsiders of many motives and hues but no insur ency could be

istan who lought three wars
with each other since 1947 and
had constantly been at loggers
head over dispulted Indian state
of Kashmir. Their armies were
ffelded more than once to be
eyeball to chhnlI al each other.
Only recently they fought a high
altitude war across the line of
control in Kargil from where
Pakistan had to scale down un-
der American pressure. For the
war in Kargil Fnklamn wis ac-
cused ol betrayal aller Lahore
Declaration only months' ear-
lier while the Mujahideens, be-
lleved (o he sponsored by Pak-
istan, grudgingly climbed down
the Kargif mountains alter
thelr stunning Initial suceess,
Pakistan's Kargll muddle-up
notwithstanding the Indo-Pak-
istan relatfon was not totall
down to dump. It was still
restorable so long Nawaz Sharif
distanced himsell from the Mu-

jahideens who lought in Kary\ll
do

and India was prepared Lo
business with his government.
In fact, the subtle moves were
underway to put back on rail
the stated Forelgn Secrelaries
level dialogue. Bult those
prospects were rendered null
and void with the seizing ol
yower by General Pervez
fusharral who was widely per-
ceived In India as mastermind
behind Kargil shake-up. Not
only the way the present crisis
has been building up will be dil-
ficult to deluse. Indian mindset
will remain obsessed with the
General's 'commando image’
vis-a-vis India,

With Musharral the days of
India-bashing and lambasting
what Pakistan calls ‘Indian
hegemony' are back. The Lahare

process obviously stands un-
dermined as the new Pakistani
lemlcruhir has drifted awa

from a relatively relaxed mode
ol Indo-Pakistan relationship
that briefly existed during the
tenure of Nawaz Sha as

Prime Minister. In an interview

o BBC the chief executive of
Pakistan has given short thrift
to Lahore process and related

freements, Musharral made it
clear that Pakistan wanted a
Kashmir-first solution of bilat-
eral problems and saw little
merit in 'two
Secretary level charade that ac-

nity
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plus six' Forelgn

between the two countries,
However, now after the public
appearance In Pakistan of
oulana Masud Azher, one
the militants released by India
in hijack drama, and his anti-
India pronouncements put the
onus of dispensing Justice
squarely on Pakistan, It will be
closely watched by interna-
tional community how Pak-
istan maintains her innocence
with regard to hijacking and
absolve Its alle complicity,
Al least one coun — tgc
United States has as Pak-

Istan to apprehend and bring

tually “sidelined’ Kashmir, In-
cdia finds Pakistan's new term
ol discourse not only unacceplt-
able but also belligerent.

Under the circumslances a
new process of engagement had
to be negotiated between India
and Paklistan. Because it was In
the mutual interests of the two
nuclear powers of the region to
be Iin some kind ol understand-
ing with each other to guard

against manfr imponderables of
S

the nuclearisation itself. But
the way the events unfolded al-
ter Musharral's accession to
power culminating in the hi-
jacking drama has made that
engagement diflicult. In a pre-
vailing Iux India's blanket ac-
cusalion only aggravated the
already tenuous relationship

—

the hijackers to book, If they
are in Pakistan.

Bul branding a neighbour
terrorist is perhaps fraught
with danger, More so when the
neighbouring country is
equipped with nuclear arsenal.,
No nuclear power can afford to
keep Its nuclear rival {n isola-
tion. Understandably there are
lew takers of India's perception
of Pakistan as a terrorist coun-
try. The Western countries are
rather discreet on the matter
and reluctant to be swayed away
by India's terror-phobia. Dur-
ing the Kargil conilict they lent
diplomatic support to India in
vacating aggression by Pak-
Istan-sponsored militants. Now
in an anticlimax they seem to
have cold-shouldered India's

Game
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B by Brig (Rtd) M Abdul Hafiz

sustained in Kashmir without the support of the Kashmiris themselves.

request to make Pakistan a
pariah state.

India has been trying the
stratagem for sometimes past
by portraying herself as an in-
nocent victim of international
terrorism from across the line
of control in Kashmir and re-

atedly pointed her accusing

nger to Pakistan. India's
Kargil war with Pakistan also
accentuated a crucial change in
South block's attitude towards
the US and NATO countries: a
search for d will and trust
and her disassociation from
confrontationism. In a clear
derarlum from her traditional
policies with regards to the West
Inclia started wooing it since the
Kargil war. The trend could be
evident during the course of
shooling down of the Atlan-
tigue and debate over India's
nuclear doctrine. India's new
olicy thrust is evidently in-
ded to bring the West in her
favour to face Pakistan's pro-
tracted ‘proxy war' in Kashmir,
But Inspite of India's warming
up with the West the latter's re-
sponse is lukewarm at the best,
Atleast the United States does
not seem prepared Lo offsel the
reglon’'s strategic balance by
unduly tilting to one side,

Moreover the attempt to de-
monise Pakistan by callin% it
lerrorist state brings to the fore

smue of the fundamental Issues
and ralses some ugly questions

as o the origin of terrorism in
Kashmir. It Is true that since
1989 an indigenous uprisin

the Kashmiris for what they
called 'Huryat' (freedom) was
later alded by outsiders of many
motives and hues but no insur-
gency could be sustained in

Turn the Probe Inwards

Praful Bidwai writes from New Delhi

Are we just wishing Kashmir problem away even after having painfully learned that it won’t vanish
whether we use brutal force or our best public relations? The time has come to turn the searchlight
inwards, to focus on India’s real problems, and our rulers’ numerous failures. It won’t do to

independently, that is a matler
to be painstakingly established.
not insinuated through specula-
live argument or guesswork.
Even less uplifting is the
spectacle ol travel agents
rounded up in Mumbai Central,
who issued lfake passports to the
hijackers. The counterfeil ra-
tioni cards. concocted addresses.

vans! thlank sohigak laaving eas-

Lificales damn our own offi-
not Pakistan.' We
shouldn’t pomt lingers at other
unless we clean up our own act
in a transparent, convincing
manuer,

Here. New Delhi has an
abysmal record. It is yet to pub-
lish the Henderson-Brooks re-
port on the 1962 war or abide by
the 30-year secrecy rule. All re-
cenl White Papers have been
whitewash jobs. not even re-
sembling their rationale — the
fullest official statement ol all
the facts on a subject. The olli-
cial reluctance to publish even
the “sanitised”™ Subrahmanyam
report on Kargil further con-
firms this.

Hardly more edifying Is our
past record on “spy scandals”
Irom Lhe Samba case, through

malign, demonise, and ridicule Pakistan.

BK Subba Rao, to ISRO, Barring
the Larkins Brothers case. Lhe
vgovernment has flailed to secure
any conviclions. It falsely ac-
cused Capt Subba Rao of trying
to leak India’s "nuclear secrets”
(in reality. his own PhD thesis)
to the US. It had to apologise
unconditionally. We must take
its ¢laims with a pinch of salt.

v nHAawever . even more gquess

lionable is the government's
laygeér \diplomatic agenda: to
isolale Pakistan as a “terrorist
state”, and enter into an exclu-
sive relationship of proximity
with the US. symbolised by a
Bill Clinton visit. Nothing
would please New Delhi more
than a Clinton visit which
skips Islamabad — the greatest
legitimation of Hindulva.

This BJP agenda will in-
evitably cause long-term dam-
age lo India's relations with
other states, especially Pak-
istan. Hegemony-seeking Wash-
inglton today represents the
ugliest face of global capitalism.
Alliance with it will win India
hostility. not respect or
riendship.

Underlying New Delhi’s new
gambit is a short-lterm calcula-

tion: trap Washington in ils

pro-democracy rhetoric to dis-

tance itsell from Pakistan. and
thus counter attempts to inter-

nationalise Kashmir. But this

internalionalisation became a
decisive new reality after the
1998 nuclear tests. India is un-
likely to get [ar in keeping
Kashmir out of the limelight —
so long asitrouble brews there,
It would be foolish lo read
too much into Washington's
stalements denouncing Masood
Azhar. They have less to do
with solid support for India.
than with open threals to
American lives. The Indo-US
“honeymoon™ is nol consum-
mated. It may never be.

However elated Mr Clinton
might [eel [illing the “India
void™ in his life. he still regards
Kashmir as the world's "most
cdangerous”™ problem. as he re-
cently said.

Popular aljenation in
Kashmir. aggra¥gted by the
hated Farooq gdVéfnment, is
undeniable. As are human
rights violations, which have
lriggered the recent revival of
militancy. But our home min-
istrv's response further

. ranks of

tighien security and launch
more repression — is proving
counter-productive. Even a
state as Inililarilly well-organ-
ised as Israel could
ils own prime minisler's assas-
sination. Kashmir needs more
than police methods.

So we must pause and ask:
Even if we isolate Pakistan,

will that .really. help. contain. |

terrorism? Is it realistic to ex-
pect the US (o be s
India on the core Kashmir dis-
pute? Are we really sincere
aboul a peaceful. negotiated so-
lution to Kashmir? What have
we done to promote il by talking
lo moderate elements?

Are we just wishing Kashmir
problem away even alter having
painfully learned that it won't
vanish whether we use brutal
force or our best public rela-

not prevent

pathetic to,

.
changes in the leadership |
“15 some control to the
siders and a revision |
sira of the insurgenc
remains essentially
own ‘intifada’ of the disaf-
fected Kashmiris — a truth
sistently played down by India,

Surprisingly. alter the Mu-

jahideen's setback in war
when the L of C is kept in-
creased vigilance and the

of Jammu and Kashinir is prac-
tically sealed, a stepped-up in-
surgency has slate as

never before. As the guns fell
quiet In Kargil the army and
aramilitary camps were at-
facked in a series of intrep
operations In Kashmir. e
similar operations have now
become almost a daily affair in
the state. The Kargil victory
might have come handy in In-
dia for a national resurgence
but the core problem In h-
mir — whether the state will
continue to remain a part of
Indian union or snap its tenu-
ous link — remains as alive as
before.
A jittered,authority quickly

ut the blame for Increased vio-
ence In Kashmir on ubiquitous
infiltrators from across the
border. At the same time the
desperate security forces in
Kashmir, now totalling seven
lacs, unleash their own térror
to quell the insurgency. The vil-
lages are razed to the ground In
response to any militant attack
in their vicinity. Can the flame
of revolt in Kashmir be put
down just by declaring some
countiry terrorist? A solution
may lie in a dispassionate eval-
uation of the situation that has
now obtained in Kashmir and
addressing the issues funda-
mental to the crisis.
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turn the searchlight inwards, to
focus on India's real problems,
and our rulers’ numerous fail-
ures. It won't do to malign. de-
monise, and ridicule Pakistan.
That only plays into the hands
of Hindufva and turns us blind
lo our own responsibilities.
True, Pakistan shouldn't be
equated with India. The two are
not mirror-images of each
other. Democracy and secular-
iIsmn are entrenched here in
ways they are not in Pakistan.
But they are under attack. There
are pressures on India to dimin-
ish itself to the pathologies long
characleristic of Pakistan.
These must be resisted. So
must the attempt to parody
Pakistan as a terrorist, es-
sive state and glorify India as
an eternally peaceful, harmless,
nation. India has also messed
rq:j?'u11d . im, . Sindh and
“Baluchisldn, as has Pakistan in

shmir a ‘:}ce jab.

“India broke up Pakistan and
annexed another country
Sikkim. It has militarily inter-
vened in Sri Lanka and Mal-
dives. and bullied other neigh-
bours. India’s image is very dif-
ferent from its self-depiction.
We shouldn’t humiliate or pun-
ish Pakistan. Wisdom demands
reconciliation, dialogue. coop-
eration. Beggar-thy-neighbour
machismo is the road to disas-

tions? The time has come to

Ler.
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Our politicians are having a

address.

Gratitude to police

Sir, We would like to convey
our special thanks and heartlelt
gratitucde to our policemen for a
brilliant help. On the night of
12. 01. 2000 at | a.m., my uncle
had a severe hearl attack. We
were looking [or a transport. at
least a rickshaw. There was no
marn, no rickshaw. no baby-taxi
or ambulance at Pirerbag,
Mirpur. Even, we did not have
telephone facility to make some
arrangements for any
lransport.

At last we saw a police van
passing by. We requested re-
sponsible police olficer to help
us. He cordially listened to us
and promptly gave a lift to the
hospital. They also helped us
with the patient. They did nol
take any money lrom us.

We always expect this type ol
service Irom our police person-
nel. If they did not give us this
better and faster service, the 80-
year-old patient would not able
Lo survive.

We don’t remember the po-
licemen's names and designa-
tions. But we would like to con-
vey our gralitude to our Police
Department.

Akmal Mustafa Tipu
Dhalca.

Money for

muggers

Sir. What sort of country are
we living in. where one gets
stabbed to death for not having
more than 100 taka for the
muggers? The law and order of
this country has deteriorated
too far. No one 18 sale here ex-
cept the politicians.

And the irony is that the
politicians were elected to
power Lo save the people of this
country -- not themselves,

If this is Lhe state of
Bangladesh, then it is beller
stop paying taxes [royn now on

Letters for publication in' these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
| are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
| tions must bear the writer’s real name, signature and

and hire personal bodyguard. In
this way al least there is a
chanece to return home salely.

Serina Sara
Banani. Dhalka

Transhipment
facility to India

Sir. Bangladesh is situated
in a region which is considered
as one of the mosl underdevel-
oped in the world, But the
countries ol the region have a
lot of human resources. | think
creating employment n{;[mrlu-
nities is the only way that can
bring aboul a prompt change in
the life ol these people. So. co-
operation with each other is
very necessary in order to im-
plement this.

I don't want 1o debate over
what Khaleda Zia and Sheikh
Hasina politically think. I ap-
preciate Lheir opinions. Bul
what is important to me is thatl
we must assimilate ourselves in
the process of globalisation in
orcder to enrich our economy. In
this connection, before imple-
menting this decision we have
to develop the efficiency ol law
enforcement agencles con-
cernced like Customs, BDR and
Police to stop any untoward in-
cident that might take place In
the name ol "transhipment”,
Khan Mahamue Ariful Hug
646, M.V, D¢ los Santos St. ,
Sampaloc,

Manila 1008 | Philippines
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Sir. | think giving tranship-
ment [acllity to India will be
good for bolh Bangladesh and
India. Both the countries will
benefit [from this business
communication. Look at how
other countries around the
world are doing this, They are
benelliting and adding more in-
come to the respective coun-
tries. In this way, there will be
more jobs for our unemployed,

So 1 don't think tranship-
ment means selling out our
country. Instead, it is going to
help ourselves. | think the re-
sult will be good, and | believe
Sheikh Hasina has taken the
right decision.

Mohammed Zafor

97-11 Roosevelt Ave #135
Corona. NY- 11368
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Sir. On the lace of it, the
whole idea ol lelling containers
to travel [(rom one end of
Bangladesh to another is an ex-
cellent idea. People who would
benelit from such a commerce
are not only Indians but also
ancl vqunll?f important in this
particular deal are those strug-
gling Bangladesh people.

Bangladesh {s an over-popu-
lated. third world country. Mil-
lions simply cross over the in-
ternational borders and mi-
grale to India. Judging from
such Irank and [ree cases of co-
operation. this decision has
been mistakenly painted as
evil,

Ciive it a chance,

Sicl Harth

950 South Shore Drive
Erie, PA. 16505

USA

O and A level exam
and parents'

concern

Sir, The O and A levels ex-
aminations have recently
started. The month of Ramadan
is over as well. The political
parties are now getting prepared
for fresh programmes. A series
ol hartals ace expected in the
coming weeks which may jeop-
ardise the exam schedule.

As these exams are con-
ducted internationally, it 1s not
possible to postpone any part of
it. Last year, one such exam was
held alter midnight due to har-
tal. This vear lor justified rea-
sons, we parents are very much
worried.

Thereclore, | earnestly re-
quest the political parties to re-

rain Irom hartals during the
examination period. And | also
request the Igrlllsh Council

even though we appreciate the
role plaved by them last year by
holding the exam after mid-
night instead of postponing it --

this year in case a hartal is de-
clared on any exam da{. they
may slick to the schedule with-
oul delaving it. It may be dilli-
cult -- but not impossible -- to
move around in Dhaka city dur-
ing hartals. It will be Lhe re-
sponsibility of us, the
guardians, (o reach ourselves to
the exam centre with the candi-
dales.

Nazmul Huda Choudhury
Uttara. Dhaka

What’s going on at
the airport?

Sir, One of my f[riends. who
wenl to Dhaka. from Japan, o
celebrate the Eid-ul Fitr with
his family had recently encoun-
tered a terrible robbery al Zia
International Alrport, It was
about midnight on January 5,
2000, my [riend along with his
wile and their only son arrived
at ZIA, where their family
members received them. But,
soon after they proceeded to-
ward their microbus standing
inside the ZIA's parking area,
suddenly a %?::;F of about 7-8
gunmen bloc their way and
snalched away US $2000 and
other valuables. 1 came to know
this while calling my friend in
Dhakn on the Eid day. He was so
disappointed. Well, my [riend
and his family could luckil
avold any onslaught on their
lives.

Everybody knows the alleged
involvement ol drivers as well
as the on-duly law enforcers in
such incidents, This has been a
blow not only to my [riend. but
also to thousands ol homecom-
ing Bangladeshis staying
abroad. who often encounter

similar incidents. This is a
regular picture at ZIA.

Dr. M. Alam

Posi-Doctoral Fellow

National Institute of Infectious
Diseases

Shinfuku-ku 1-23-1

Tokyo, Japan

luuﬁ,h time facing the nurturing
of democratic culture in the
country, as clearly brought out
in the column Panorama (DS
Dec 26). The issues and impli-
cations raised therein have to
be responded to publicly by the
politicians, to restore their
credibility with the tired elec-
torate. This is not a problem
created by the citizens, but the
latter have the right to inter-
vene and ask the politicians to
behave, in the.interest of the

oliticlans themselves, and for
Eﬂnglng- back a sense of demo-
cratic security in the public
mind. The experiments are last-
ing too long in a poor country
whose sustaining capacity is
limited due to environmental
circumstances.

The clever and ad hoe con-
cept of neutral. non-politician,
caretaker government Lo con-
duct the general elections is a
non-starter, because it is a neg-
ative solution of no-confidence
amongslt the politicians them-
selves. This mechanism is sim-
ilar to a state of having the cake
and eating it too.

Why the constitution has to
be changed to accommodate
some weakness amongst the
political parties? The clever

liticlans wish to transfer the

enefit of the doubt for a short
and Interim period, and then
come back to the field and lose
the benefit, and go about their
old ways of hoodwinking the
{ pc;glc. The voters have seen the
modus operandi of both the ma-
jor parties when eaclhr was/is in
power, and the verdict is not all
palatable for the political lead-
ership. .
~ There are several areas of
roblems, which did not exist
ore. On the one hand, there is
a lot ol sermonising about
democracy (first comes the ac-
ceptance in principle, then the
' practice of the precepl); while
on the other hand there Is more
breach in praclice than in the
belief of the concept of democ-
racy. This stage Is lasting too

lon%,

-1t the politiclans are not yet
ready for democracy, then let
the duration of the caretaker
government be extended after
careful debate (political coali-
tion won't work), to enable the
political dust to settle down (to
contain political asthma) for
the sapling'of democracy to

decades, and even common-
sense dictates that we lose no
time in set our house in or-
der. The fate of the new genera-
tion is in our trust, and the
politiclans owe as much obliga-
&on to the future as they do to

S
motivation, but where is it
hid

other chapter. =

come up
the nasty political environ-
ment. Whatever be the of
government, the pollulcdvgehvl-
ronment has to be cleared, be-

fore trying out any definition or

redelinition of democracy. As
pointed out in the column, the
mindset has to be changed, and
Lthe pressure for this change has
to come from outside the politi-
cal camp, as all self-reforma-
lory exercises by the politicians

have lailed so far. It is also nec-
essary to weigh some past an-

chors, for the ship of state to be-
come mobile and move farward.
We are carrying on a futile,
static drill — marking time.
What for?

However, an empty brain is
the devil's workshop, hence the
political market has to be kept
in circulation. Once it becomes
dormant, the situation might go
back to square one, remember-
‘ing what happened when the
politicians returned to active
operation after a gap of 16
years. There is not much differ-
ence between rusty and rustic,
at least as seen in politics in
this part of the world. Had the
politicians delivered the nor-
mal service, the GDP and the
GNP would have gone up
steadily since 1991, and the na-
tion could have diverted a lot of
political energy towards the
normally acceptable national
goals.

The nation is now stuck in
an orbit of vicious circle. Theo-
retically, considerable external
force is nec to get out of

this orbit (known as escape ve- [

locity, as used by a s

while escaping from the earth's
orbit). This force could be
friendly or uniriendly, depend-
ing on the situation at that
point In time. These political |
cyclones did visit us b

we are not unfamiliar with
situations created. But this
ergy is not like the weather, it
can be controll dmndm;ﬂ
the political and public will. We
have frittered away three

resent. There is no lack of
ing, and how? That Is an

against the hazards of

iuilbdIld
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