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Action Council
No headway

in resolving

disputes
By Staff Correspondent

The laison committee of the
four-party opposition alliance
vesterday failed to make any
headway in resolving fresh dis-
pules over formation ol the
planned All-Party Aclion
Council (APAC).

The APAC, planned to expe-
dite the oust-government agita-
tion, had become uncertain
following a BNP-Jatiya Party
bickering over the structure of
the proposed body.

In an hour-long meeting yes-
terday. the liaison committee
discussed the planned APAC
and a joint circular by secre-
taries general of the lour parties
but failed to iron out the diller-
ences. The meeling also could

See page 11 Col7 :
Opposition's
demonstration
day today

By Staff Correspondent

The four-party opposition
alliance will observe 'demon-
stration day’ across the country
today protesting deterioration
of law and order.

As part ol the programme,
the four opposition parties —
BNP. Jamaat. Jaliya Partf and
Islami Oikkya Jote — will hold
separate rallies and bring out
processions in city. district and
thana levels.

In Dhaka. the BNP will stage
a rally at Muktangan at 3-30
pm which will be followed by a
demonstration.

The Jatiyva Party led by H M
Ershad will hold a rally at its
central office at 2-30 pm al Kal-
abagan from where it will also
bring oul a procession.

The Jamaat-e-1slami and Is-
lami Oikkya Jote will stage
separate demonstrations to be
followed by respective rallies at
Baitul Mukarram north gate
and in front of Paltan mosque
in the afternoon.

Trial of Mummy
Murder Case
begins today

NARAYANGANJ, Jan 15:
Trial of sensational Mummy
Killing Case begins tomorrow at
the District and Sessions Judge
Court. reports UNB.

Her husband Abul Kalam
Azad Ripon. her parents-in-
law. one sister-in-law and two
brothers-in-law will be pro-
duced before the court.

Housewile Mahmuda Sul-
tana Mummy was killed at
Bepari Para in the town on Oc-
tober 30 last year.

In a confessional statement,
Mummy's husband admitted
his involvement in the killing.
Police submitted a charge sheet
to the court in November last
year.

Mummy's husband Ripon,
her mother-in-law Monwara
Begum and sister-in-law
Roksana Parveen Runa were
namex! accused in the case.
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Speakers at an Interna-
tional conference in the cily
yesterday called upon the civil
soclely to launch a strong social
movement immediately to save
in the country and the people
from an “environmental disas-
- e

I necessary steps are nol
taken on an emergenc
the environment will ome
unsuitable for living in the days
ahead. they said.

They were speaking on the
“Role of Civil Soclety In Envi-
ronment”™ on the concluding

basis,
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day ol a two-day International
Conference on Environment in
Bangladesh, held at the BUET.

The conlference was jointly
organised by as many as 70 or-
ganisations and institutions
including POROSH, Bangladesh
Environment Network,
Bangladesh University of Enéi-
neering and Technology (BUET)
and the Coalition of Govern-
ment NGOs. It was largely at-
tended by noted environmen-
talists. NGO leaders. academics
and high officials,
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By Staff Correspondent

chaired the discussion termed
the situation as an ‘environ-
mental hazard'.

“Don’'t wait for a united
movemenl. Start your move-
ment right now to save your
countrymen [rom the vulnera-
ble environmental hazard®, he
said making a fervent appeal to
the civil society.

Each citizen ol the country
will have to play a vital role to
protect the environment. A
combination of all social [orces
will give a new momentum (o
environment-protection efforts

and put pressure on the gov-
ernment, said Prof Yunus
whose micro-credit programme
for the masses [or poverty alle-
viation In the country earned
international recognition.

By coalescing. the pro-envi-
ronment sections can emerge as
a polent lorce in the country’s
soclal scene and creale a broad-
based movement, "Only such a
movement can save Lthe country
[rom an environmental disas-
1

Terming the government as
a conservalive institution, he

said, "We can not expect much if

we give the whole responsibility

lo it. As it Is the problem of the

masses, it is the responsibility
ol the civil sociely to creale
yressure on the government to
[R"{‘ulm' conscious about the is-
sue,”

Poverly Is one ol the main
reasons for environmental pol-
lution. I we can not eliminate
poverlty soon, we will not be
able 1o protect the environment
from pnﬁuliun. he added,

Stressing the need for more
elfective role of the civil society,

Launch social movement to protect environment

other speakers also sald il can

creale pressure on political
parties and the governmenlt to
make them more conscious

aboul their role in prolecting
the environment.,

\
In his paper on “Protection

of Bangladesh's Environment:
The Role of Civil Soclety”.
Nazrul Islam [rom Emory Uni-
versity in the US, who is Coor-
dinator ol Bangladesh
ronment Network (BEN). regret-

ted that Bangladesh has no

suitable policy to cope with the
See page 11 col 4
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facing the nalion are rising
crimes and unemployment. fol-
lowed by terrorism and politi-

has revealed.

Ol the respondents in the
survey. 22.4 per cent felt that
the major problem in the coun-

20.6 per cent considered Un-
employment /underemploy-
ment/job loss as the major

cent identified terrorism as the
major problem and 13 per cent
thought political instability
nevded 1o be addressed first.

The most serious problems

cal instability. an opinion poll

iry is increasing crimes while

problem. Thirteen point two per

-
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The opinion survey found
that in India. unemployment is
seen as the mﬁlur praoblem [ol-
lowed by Inflation. In Sri
Lanka and Nepal. inflation is
considered as the most serious

South

By Special Correspondent

Survey report .

problem followed by unem-
ployment.

e survey, the latest con-
ducted by "ORG-MARG South
Asian Mood Monitor™, has cov-
ered four South Aslan countries
— Bangladesh. India, Nepal and
Sri Lanka. The main purpose of
the Mood Monitor is lo track
every six months a few key as-

ecls ol the public mood in
uth Asia.

ORG-MARG is the largest in-
dependent social and market
research company in South
Asia. based In Mumbal. Its sub-
sidiary company in Bangladesh
Is ORG-MARG QUEST.

Iinflation. the survey re-
vealed. Is considered to be of
lesser concern in Bangladesh

and India. The poll analysts
noted that in India this might
be indicating that the economy
is moving in the right direction.
Corruplion seems to be bother-
ing the Indians and the
Nepalese more.

In Sri Lanka. terrorism is
considered to be of highest con-
cern by 11.7 per cent and in In-
dia by 1.3 per cent.

The analysts also observed
that as regards terrorism in In-
dia and Sri Lanka. the [igure
might have been higher had the
survey been conducted a few
days later, when Sri Lanka was
rocked by the assassination at-
temp! on President Chandrika
Koumaratunge and an Indian
Airlines plane was hijacked by
lerrorists having links with a
Kashmiri separatist outfit.

See page 11 col 6

Asian bourse bosses

set to launch SASEF

CHITTAGONG. Jan 15: A new
regional outfit styled South
Asian Stock Exchanges Federa-
tion (SASEF) is ready I[or
launch tomorrow after a two-
day conlerence of leaders of the
subcontinent's bourses that be-
gan here today.

Policymakers of Chittagong
Stock Exchange (CSE), the hosts
of the first ever such meeting In
the region, said they were on
way to reaching a common
ground for kickstarting the re-
gional forum with such long
term goals as cross border list-
ing and joint memberships.

The conlference s expected Lo
adopl a declaration articulating

Tremor kills 4, injures 400 1n

BEWJING. Jan 15: Two earth-
quakes killed at least four .
Fle. injured Tam;reuplc and col-
apsed thousands of bulldings
in a quake-prone region of
southwest China early today,
officials sald. reports lP

Yao'an county in Yunnan
province was hit first by a 6.0-
magnitude quake that sent
rrnplr scurrying out of their

wmes, followed one and a half
hours later by an even stronger
aftershock with a magnitude of
6.5. sald & county selsmo t

I who gave just his surmame, Su.

From Toufique Imrose Khalidi

the decislons
birth of SASEF.

Senlor representatives of
stock exchanges from India,
Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Nepal,
Bhutan and Bangladesh are
also discussing the agenda for
cooperation in the light of the
latest trends and practices on
the global markets.

CSE President Amir Khosru
Mahmud Chowdhury, MP,
drove home the point that it
woulld be crucial for the regional
players to come to a common
platform.

"Regional cooperation
among us would enable us to
compete with the developed

including the

Four people were killed. sald
a Yunnan government seismol-
ogist, surnamed Wu. Another
220 were injured and 4,000
buildings collapsed, sald an of-
Ncial also surnamed Wu at the
State Selsmology Bureau in Bel-

jlnq_.
he main compound of
Yao'an's government headquar-
ters was seriously damaged, the
state-run Xinhua News Agency
said. Power In the area also was
cut, It added.
Hut there was no damage (o a
villuable historical site 50

markets in Europe and North
America.” the CSE president
said. “If we work together we
can make this South Asian
zone a lucrative centre for west-
ern and fund managers in
bulk.”

Collaboration, he said,
would be key to “strengthening
the emerging and pre-emerging
markets” and “ensuring the
stability and quality of our
markets”,

Guests, who included Federa-
tion of International Stock Ex-
changes (FIBV) Secretary Gen-
eral Gerrit De Marez-Oyens,
agreed and pralsed the CSE inl-

See Page 12 Col 4

kilomelers (rom the epicenter
where remains of China's oldest
fossil man were found in 1965,
Xinhua said. The site of Yuan-
mou Homo Erectus, who dated
back 1.7 milllon years, is now a
tourist destination,

The authorities and media
did not specify which tremor
caused which damages and In-
juries. Quakes in China often
produce high Ngures for bulld-
ing damage, because ollicials
may count smaller structures
other than homes and because
of fragile bullding materials,

, fa i"‘ﬁ:\ﬁ' ‘i'"*

Members of the Indian Dance Society of London performing at the National Museum auditorium yesterday to raise
funds for the Liberation War Museum.

Rising crimes, unemployment
most serious problems

— Star photo
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Crucial tie for
Bangladesh
today

From Al-Amin

COLOMBO, Jan 15:
Bangladesh will be desperately
looking for a win to stay in the
race ol the World Youth Cricket
Championship when they take
on Holland in their final group
league match at the Moratuwa
Stadium tomorrow.

However. a flattering win
against the Dutch alone would
notl ensure them a place In the
Super Eight. They will also
have to keep their fingers
crossed for a big margin deleat
ol the New Zealanders against
India tomorrow. The Kiwis and
Indians. also from the Group B,
Lock horns at Galle Interna-
tlonal Stadium.

Limping at the bottom with
only one point [rom two games,
Bangladesh will also pray for
sunny weather both in
Moratuwa and Galle. Rain, the
most likely intruder here,
could also upset Bangladesh's
remolte chances for a next round
qualification.

Of the four, India appear to
be in a relatively [lavourable
position despite the fact that
they can not alflord a deleat
against New Zealand, who are
shnring the top slot with the
sub-continental giants having
collected three points.

A victory for India or a loss
means a lot for both
Bangladesh and Holland, 1 In-
dia and Holland run away as
winners today then both teams
will move into the Super Eight.

On the other hand, it will not

See page 11 Col7

Outside ol cities, one-slory
homes. sometimes made of mud

~ bricks, are commaon,

In the town ol Guantun, 30
kilometers Irom Yao'an, the
early morning quakes woke
tens of thousands of people and
gent residents flocking into the
streets, Xinhua sald, Guantun
started up 10 generators to pro-
duce electricity. it added.

Authorities moved Iin 10
tons of bullding material. 5,000
rolls of woolen lelt and lood
into allected areas, Xinhua
sald,

China

i

Envi-

dei: to retain free
quota system in

garments export
to US, Canada

By Rafiq Hasan

The government has decided
to retain the [ree quola system
in garments export to the USA
and Canada lor this year only
in view of demands from the
BGMEA., commerce ministry
sources said.

In the Iree quola system, five

per cent the total export quola
is kep! reserved.

The government had earlier
decided to cancel it from this
year f[ollowing recommenda-
tion by an official investigation
report in May last year. The
quota system was one of the
major causes of corruption in
garments export. it had sald.

But following several meet-
ings and with BGMEA leaders

and strong lobbying by political

high-ups. the commerce min-
istry revised ils decision and
ordered the Exporl Promolion
Bureau (EPB) to retain the sys-
temn for this year only, sources
in the ministry said. The BG-
MEA also used the good offices
of the immediate past com-
merce minister [or this, the
sources salid.

The EPB is now preparing
for giving an advertisement
inviting applications for al-
lotments under {ree quota, EPB

sources said.

Pressure [rom a strong group

ol lake exporlers who are in-
volved in quoila business but
play a key role in the BGMEA
election was the main reason
behind the decision. the sources
said.

Talking to this correspon-
dent. some BGMEA officials
who deal with free quota also
spoke against the system say-
ing. il creates a lot of problems
for genuine exporters.

The [ree quola system bene-
fits neither the industry nor the
buyers because it increases the
cost of products. A lot of fake
garments factories exist in the
name of sick industries which
et allotments from the reserve
quota and sell those lo genuine
exporters. Lhereby increasing
Lthe cos!t ol products. they said

‘BGMEA leaders wanl! Lhis
svsiem because a large number
ol its members are involved in
quola business.” one BGMEA
olficial said

“The government should
take initiative to control mis-
use of free quota.” he said

As the [ree quota is
ributed to all

'-II]{‘-\.'
applicants

See page 11 col 8

mRussel, Tutul remanded
for questioning

By Staff Correspondent

Two students ol Dhaka Uni-
versity, who are also leaders of
the Bangladesh Chhatra League,
were taken on five days' remand
lor interrogation in connection
wilh the assaull of a woman al
the TSC during the New Year's
eve celebrations.

Fazlul Haq Russel, the prime
suspect, was arrested from a
bus-stand at Sherpur under Bo-
gra district on Friday and
brought to the capital yesterday
morning.

Khan Mesbahul Alam Tutul,
another suspect in the assault
case. was arrested from the uni-
versity area Friday night.

Both ol them were produced

before the CMM's court vester-
day. The court placed them on
live days remand

The victim in her Judicial

_statement earlier. accused Rus-

sel and some others of assault

ing her. The victim also identi-
fied the accused alter seeing
their pictures in newspapers
and said that she would be able
to identily the resl.

Russel. a second year student
of Botanical science was tem-
porarily expelled from the uni-
versity by the DU authorities.
He was a resident student ol
Shahidullah Hall of the DU

Tuatul was a third year stu
dent ol statistics

/
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Russel, the prime suspect in the assault on a woman on
the DU campus, being taken to the court from DD office

yesterday.
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Khaleda’'s 11-pt
plan to protect
environment

By Staff Correspondent

Leader of the Opposition in
Parliament Khaleda Zia has
stressed the need for urgent col-
lective elforts for protecting the
country from possible envi-
ronmental disasters.

She suggested the undertak-
ing of national development
acltivities through Inlegrating
the environmental issue in all
seclors.

The BNP Chalirperson said
environment should have to be
imcluded in the country’s agri-
culture. industry, health, en-
ergy. waler developmenl and
Nood conlrol. irrigation. land,

lorest, animal. fisheries, live-
stock. coastal atmosphere,
communications, housing,

population. education, science,
technology and research.

Addressing the concluding
session of International Con-
ference on Bangladesh Envi-
ronment as the chiel guest. the
former Premier pul forward
eleven key points to address
those nationally. to save
Bangladesh from a possible en-
vironmental disaster, The func-
tion was held at the Osmani
Memorial Auditorium.

She said there are proper di-
reclions in the Environment
Policy * 1992 as lo how Lo co-
ordinate aclivities (Lo protecl
the environment. The 11-issues

See page 11 Col7
Son’s wedding

Nasim meets
Khaleda to

Invite her
By Staff Correspondent

Home Minister Mohammad
Nasim went to the Cantonment
residence ol Leader of the Oppo-

sition in Parliament Khaleda
Zia yeslerday alternoon lo in-
vite her Lo the wedding cere-

mony ol his eldest son, sources
close to Khaleda said.

A close aide to the minister
confirmed this. Nasim could
not be contacted

The wedding ceremony takes
place at the BDR auditorium In
the cily at 7 pm today

It could not be confirmed il
Khalecdla would attend the cere-

mony
The two are learnt to have
exchanged pleasantries during

their briel meeting. But details
were not available.

The influential minister and
ruling Awami League stalwart
met Khaleda when her party
BNP along with three other op-
position parties are demanding
resignation ol the government.

jackers

AL had earlier authorised
Nasim 1o arrange a dialogue
with the Opposition . But a dia-
logue is yel (o take place.

Two left leaders
cunned down
at Jhenidah

From Our Correspondent
JHENIDAH. Jan 15: Two left

| political leaders were gunned

down by some unidentified as-
sailants here this evening.

The victims. Mir Elias Hos-
sain Dileep. 50, General Secre-
tarv of the central committee ol
Sramajibi Mukti Andolon and
editor of local dalily Beer
Darpan and Allaz Hossain. 49,
convener of the party's district
commitlee, succumbed to bullet
injuries in Jhenidah Sadar
Hospital

The assailants numbering
four opened [ire on them while
thev were gossiping at a timber
shop at Pagla Kanai gate in the
LOWT.

The bodies of Dileep and Al-
faz were sent to the Sadar hos-
pital morgue lor autopsy.

Police suspected that the two
were nnirdered duae to intra-
pParty e

Polis
] A |

India urges Pakistan
to hand over 5

plane hijackers

NEW DELHIL. Jan 15: India
called on Pakistan loday to
hand over five hijackers of an
indian plane who it said were
ht*lit'\‘mru'w bhe in Pakistan, re-
porls Reulers. ‘

The Pakistan High Com-
missioner to India. Ashral Je-
hangir Qazi was summoned to
the Foreign Office and told that
Pakistan had legal obligations
to take the hijilt‘%(t‘t‘ﬂ and their
accomplices into custody and
extradite them to India.

“Given that a large number
of terrorists whose release was
sought by the hijackers are
pakistani nationals and the
first destination chosen by the
hijackers was Lahore. There
were strong grounds for believ-
ing that the hijackers were curs
rently in Pakistan.” India’'s
Foreign Office spokesman said,

The hijack. which started on
December 24 as the Indian Air-
lines jet lew [rom Kathmandu
(o New Delhi. ended after India
aureed 1o demands from the hi-
: that it f[ree three
prominent pro-Kashmiri mili-
(nnits.

Pakistiur which has lought
(hree wars with India, has de-
aied the hijackers entered (s

lerritory.
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