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Frighttul footprints on ecology |Tinkering with time

- While human impacts on the global environment has become subject of
- high-tech studies such as the NASA’s recently-launched Earth Observing
System mission, on a more localised day-to-day basis, our ecological
tootprints are becoming painfully visible to the residents of Dhaka, writes

With their bare hands, they have taken on computerised machines and |
hairline technology for a place in the watch-repairing industry, writes * |
A Maher amazed at the dexterity and precision with which they go about
diagnosing and remedying flaws in different kinds of watches

Sarwat Chowdhury

HARLES DICKENS

provides an apt description of

the perils of urbanisation:

il

was a town ol machines and tall

chimneys,

out of which

interminable serpents ol smoke

hreathing in the onslaught of

cluding the rickshaws --and
this should be done Immedi-
.'llt.‘l}’.

This brings in the second
point related to our air quality.,

situitation in the busier streets

We also need to decide and
urgently fmplement sound
parking policies in the streets
of this mega-city. Even in the
narrow streets, city dwellers

other novel (and even more eco-

vertising on the wheel surfaces
and bleycle frames.

Innovative efforts for clean-
Ing up streets include volunteer
activities such as the “adopt a

FTIME COULD be classified
as something productive

then it would be a fittin

have spawned over the years in
A “survive-lto-sustain® Dhaka
city. Some have, with no
uncertain givings to their
future, started prolessions that

their minds in order durin

Ing sight actually. when you
notice the deliberate look of
hesitation on the watchman's

this
uFemUun but also put in agdaah
of humour and mischief for the
nervy customer. He is now
bringing out a small, needle-

trailed themselves for ever and _ , |
ever and never got uncoiled~ Despite various attempts to  often park their cars without highway" programme in the {}f:%::;f:ﬂlgg'}ﬁfilfcﬁfd V(;ithl sha ed({)arl to hold up to the
Times). More than a gradually lift them, the number  any attention to the flow of the XE it y. une light and it is Suppo to have

(Hard

hundred yvears have passed, but

ol two-stroke baby-taxies in
this city do not seem to have

traffic. If there Is a strong park-

US. This story is (]ulle interest-
ing. It began on a

: onely stretch
of Texas highway where two

group imaginative
opportunists are the watchmen

a corroded hook at the end. Af-
ter some deceptive deliberation

Dickens would perhaps be ! _ ing policy, and the parking fees of Dhaka's Nee
horrified to find his description  &9u€ down. If we are really seri- are high enough, people will be state transportation employees *sulmrdi'nalgqi ::}ﬂ{ﬁ{ét'w'gt]sﬁ? {inu nod yaur hedd in s m‘.
ous about our own health, espe-  forced to pay attention, and act  erected a sign in 1985, This ' on and he proceeds Lo ‘replace

rivalled by the extent ol envi-
ronmental degradation in the
capital ol ours.

The air quality in Dhaka

looms as a grave environmen-
tal problem. Studies show that
human beings breathe once ev-

. sconds. w city. Very often the drivers in times of the year, while the o v d

ery four seconds, which adds u Whether the gasoline sold in h."’ eEEY o e i ¢ ataa” o ty SHY G, kind of watch that has a re- another not-so-lucky Rado.
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ural, and others include by- {‘ur?l}.t."' P R d o used only in extreme:cases. state of Virginla, this pro- The techniclans themselves like Kalam h g 1?1't g '
; of cars pulling polluted air in Here, it seems that the use of ramme began in 1988 with a ave performed this

products of human activities,

cially ol the children, can we
not make a policy decision (o
implement this well-recognised
imperative?

The negative eflect of using
leaded gasoline has also been
documented time and again.

our streets.

more responsibly as city
dwellers in many other coun-
tries of the world already do.

A stringent policy for curb-

ing sound pollution has also be-

come essential in this mega-

horn is the norm. Sometimes

kind of volunteer work helps
keep the highway clean. Fami-
lies. businesses, civic groups —
basically anyone can become
involved by agreeing to pick up
litter during several designated

lewer than 100 volunteer groups

repairing industry have decided
to take on computerised
machines and hairﬁne tech-
nology with their bare hands
and shaky four-by-four stalls,
kept standing by plastered
wood. They repair almost any

are something unique; their
dexterity and precision with

the broken component in that
same breezy [ashion of dissec-
tion. Before this he had reached
for his drawer, [rom where he
drew a timeless box of trinkets
and it was in this trove that he
found recoverable remnants of

ritual hundreds of imes and

The latter, especially in urban . G P :

: - Apart from the risk of road 3 3 lled to think about and by mid-1999 the numbers ; ; someumes just by a look they
arcas like Dhaka, consists of  oqidents, mismanagement of  the SV Grithe GBndition of  had grown tb 8,000 groups, anall b s2alnrand Ty amaatel  can diagnose faulty symptoms.
various pollutanis thal €n-  ypaffie (n the roads have made clin- 14,000 miles of adopted high- | k- are simply amazing, In the process they come (o ac-

hance our chances of being at-
tacked with cancer, and various

respiratory diseases.

SMog or

ground-level ozone can also re-
duce our hody's capability to
fight off infection, whereas sool
or particulate matter can cause
bronchitis, chronic lung dis-

life quite uncertain in the city.
To account for trallic jams, one
has to start well ahead of time
hoping to reach their destina-
lion close to the hour of ap-
pointment. We are waslting
valuable time and energy in the
process. and ol course the

the patients in the cit
ics/hospitals who are su )Fcl to
this form of pollution all day
long (unfortunately many of the
city health clinles are located
on busy streets).

Dhaka would look quite dif-
ferent with no two-stroke baby
taxies, rickshaws in selected

way. Such efforts work because:
a. clean roads naturally make
people reluctant to throw out
trash from their car windows
etc. and b. after spending a few
hours cleaning up after others,
the volunteers would also be
hesitant to litter again.

Kalam Is one such worker. At
26, an age which has been made
lo look like time hersell because
ol his profession. Kalam's daily
routine consists of opening up
the back of wristwatches and
poking a small metallic probe
into the maze of numerous

quire many old pleces of clock

and also well-known.

arts
ﬁrands of wristwatches and
clocks. But is this a taste be-
longing to the connoisseur's
palette? Not necessarily,
“IU's actually a buying and
sclling trade. We buy the old
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Readers probably can

raific-jam caused by too many
ickshaws moving in different
lirections, while various pol-
uting vehicles with diverse

speed ranges also Lry to remain

I

nobile. Just by observing the
mmmber of makesh'f* masks
which are mostly unable to

protect us from air pollution),
one can have some idea about

t

he air quality surrounding us.

Unless one is {fortunate to be in-

city include introduction of

is also talk of having more
‘rickshaw I[ree” streets., and
having special lanes designated
for the rickshaws. To be fair,
rickshaws can be an effective
vehicle for short-distance
travel espeécially within resi-
dential areas. They do not pol-
lute the air, cause less sound
pollution, and short-distance
rickshaw-pulling is probably
maore reasonable for the health

vironment. In 1998, a European
study focused on reducing en-
ergy consumption found that
cities with eflicient bus service
have lower energy costs. As long
as the schedules are reliable,
people will get used to taking
the bus, and with greater rider-
ship. the costs will go down.
Such efforts have already
worked in other countries. For
example. in Curitiba, Brazil a

that are needed to make cities

and the planet. This article has

-attempted to touch on trans-

portation issues; it is essential
that we begin to develop a
holistic viewpoint on the other
factors as well.

On a lighter note, the air
quality in Dhaka reminds one
of the old Los Angeles, Califor-
nia. joke, “I don't trust air I
can't see.” The truth is: you can

information and awareness

your

market lingo for a specific type
ol lever that holds the adjusting
pin on the outside of the watch,
And this diminutive man could
Just as well be tinkering with a
Rolex. Rado or Omega. Indeed
these are among the brand
names that come across his
way. And speaking ol ways, his
was one well beaten.

‘I have been working in this
prolession for twenty five years

Besides many of the old

fashion accessory: profits here
are generous, “50%" for the
likes of Selim. who buy at half
and sell at an affordable double
of the price.

This is not a lucrative pro-
[ession with take-home ay
being somewhere around to
450 taka per day. But the fami-
lies of these people still try to
live like the rest of a more dig-
nilied society. Kalam's has two

during this operation but also put in a
dash of humour and mischief for the
nervy customer. He i1s now bringing
out a small, needle-shaped part to hold
up to the light and it is supposed to
have a corroded hook at the end. After
some deceptive deliberation you nod
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thirds of all trips in the city are
made by bus, Again, Chat-
tanooga. Tennessee, a leader in
recycling and €lectric buses, has
transformed itself from the
most polluted city in the United
States to one of the most live
able in less than three decadeg.

There are various innova-
tive transportation approaches
gradually being introduced in
developed countries. In some
communities around the world,
a growing movement called “car
sharing™ is becoming popular.
The idea {s: you don't have lo
own a car to drive one. Begun in
Europe a decade ago, car shar-
ing allows members access to a
fleet of vehicles at minimal cost
and minimal hassle. Members
pay only for the hours and the
miles they drive. All other ex-

penses such as gas, insurance, and grandchildren that will T'S FINALLY OVER. With  dows and signboards speak of known for. However, atrocities new this year,” commented
repairs, and maintenance - are  blame us for not taking a millennium celebrations our ‘unconscious destructive overshadowed any sign of well many. Bul there was. |
covered by the car-sharing or- stronger stance for keeping our and Eid festivities the past behaviour'. Perhaps it i{s this being and changes for the better. Ever heard of ‘Titanic' fab-

ganisation. The idea has caught
on in countries like Germany.
Switzerland, the Netherlands
and in Canada as well. While
car sharing is not as convenient
as owning your own car, it does
limit the number: of cars in the

streets, and for those who live °

in urban core -- this can be an
altractive option. The cily of
Copenhagen, Denmark has an-

should be given due importance.

In environmental elhics,
when we discuss issues related
lo intergenerational equity, it
iIs ollen customary to cite the
rights of the future generations
(those who will bear the effects
ol our present decision on re-
source usage, and resulting pol-
lution). For obvious reasons,
they are unable to voice their
opinion on these matters. Con-
siderations of intergenera-
tional equity can be difficult
because it is not easy to visu-
alise an offspring four genera-
tions down the line, and to gen-
uinely care about his/her well
being. However, by our own do-
ing, the ethical dilemma is be-
coming much more straight-
forward. It is our own children,

city liveable. This New Year is
symbolic of various things to
many of us, and we can perhaps
share in one resolution: to
soften our ecological footprints
on this mega-city. The sooner
we begin to carry out this re-
solve, the better.

The author is a Ph.D. candi-
date (environmental policy) at
University of Maryland, USA.

seems l|me has passed fillu-
sively = my whole Rado Voyager
has been amputated and re-
letved, rather unceremontl-
ously. ol {ts duties. The man has
laken the whole gadget.apart,
the body looking bare and.: im-
mune lo resurrection; a horrify-

And is there a time for good
bBOsiness In this particular pro-
fession?

When the festivals' arrive
there is a surge in profit which
unfortunately is short-lived.

Comes Eid and even eager
proverbial rickshaw-pullers
want to face the new dials of an
unknown cadence. But to Selim
these sort of returns only come
once or twice a year and that

too, as he unconsciously mut-
ters, seems=to pass fleetly
Maybe what remains is the
charm and passion with which
watchmen amuse them-

the
selves and their customers.

Medley of mirth and madness

With millennium celebrations and Eid festivities over, Navine Murshid
takes a look at the high and the low of the time just gone by

several months caught our
Deshi people in a [renzy to have
fun, to shop, to eat, to party and
have more fun. With the hype
dying down. it is perhaps time
for some quiet recollection or
calm contemplation of the time
gone by, just a few days ago.

The millennium celebra-
tions wgre extravagant amidst
Ramacvl?n and people simply
‘freaked out'. Thirty-first night
saw people in huge numbers -

sadistic trait in us that found:
expression in the men who as-
saulted a young woman on the
Dhaka University campus,
They may have,had their fun
that night, but it left a scar on
the society that wouldn’t go
away. it darkened all celebra-
tlons to have pure fun.

Of course, destruction alone
did not mark the arrival of the
New Year. Instead of going out

Added was Eid-ul-Fitr. Both
celebrations merged together
and partying seemed never end-
ing. However, the element of
‘shopping’ outshone any other
activities to have fun. Shopping
became everyone's favourite
game: a game all were eager to
win. Although people had
started shopping for Eid way be-
fore Ramadan had even started,
the mad rush after the New Year
was one to see. Shopkeepers
were also anxious to sell their

ric? This is a material that was
the
“shopping festival™. This is
supposedly the same material
that Kate Winslet wore in the
film. ‘Kuch Kuch Hota Hai' sa-
ree became very popular, too.
This is a chiffon saree with a
similar blouse laced on the
fringe that Kajol wore in the

very popular during

popular Hindi movie.
There's more.
‘Dil Se' jeans,

Urmila

-

to parties and celebrations,
most people chose to spend tUime
with their families. Perhaps it
was because of the new millen-
nium and the prospect of not
seeing the next one, but still
this undoubtedly reflects the
family values, Bangladeshis are

dresses... There were many out- i
fits with the name of Shahrukh |
Khan, the Hindi Hlmstar, start-
ing from punjabis and sher-
wanis to shirts and casual wear
“This is because Shaharukh
Khan played so many kinds of < -
roles in so many films. You see.
the sherwani here is like the
one he wore in Badshah: he
wore shirts like these in Phir
Dil Hat Hindustani. So we have
a variety of Shahrukh Khan
clothes!” explained a shop-
keeper at Elephant Road.
Interestingly. there were no
Poppy mini skirt er Shabnoor
gharara. There were no ‘Baba
Keno Chakor’ punjabi or

everywhgre. And that of course
meant gestruction everywhere,
too. Many today may not want
to admit that they had gone out
in the middle of the night to
break up shop windows. Nu-

merous shops with broken win-

products. This was the time to
test their marketing skills.
There was of course the usual
array of exotic gharara,
lehenga, saree, shalwa-kameez
and other garments at equally
exotic prices. "There's nothing

Big impact of little learning

In every society, education is politically sensitive. So why did communist
China allow WWF to include environmental elements in its centrally con-
trolled primary and secondary school system? Because the Chinese
government recognises that teaching people to respect natural resources

s unportant for future prosperity and social cohesion, writes Claude
Martin from Gland, Switzerland

HE DRAMATIC
ECONOMIC and social
changes that have taken

{;I;u‘rf during the 20th century
lave produced, among many
other things, a debate about the
flundamental nature of educa-
tion. Some argue that learning
must be basically vocational,
equipping young people with
skills that will benefit both
them a their national
eConornm Others take a loftier

More and more often these
days | meet young people —
many of them employed in
business — to whom | do not
need to explain that the re-
sources of the planet are limited
and that there are economic
consequences arising from the
fact. It is a reality they have
learnt at school and are there-
fore able to notice and react to
the evidence surrounding them.

The international conserva-

portant than in a place contain-
ing fully a fifth of the planet's
huinan inhabitants. ,

Our task was a daunting one,
not merely because of geograph-
ical area and the numbers in-
volved — China has 220 million
primary and secondary level
students — but also because of
the extreme sensitivity of an
education system that has been
seen mainly as an instrument
for transmitting the ideology of

training and curricular devel-
opment right across China.

The Environmental Educa-
tors Initiative will be incorpo-
rated in teacher training pro-
grammes and the concepts of
“ecducational for sustainabil-
ity” will leature in a new series
of textbooks being produced by
the People's Education Press for
use in primary and middle
schools. A lTurther exciting de-
velopment is the creation of the

‘Bidroho Charidikey’ jeans ei-
ther although there were many
Bangladeshi films that got re-
leased for Eid.

However. there was one type
of saree named after a Bengali
song, though. Ammajaan is one
of LRB's hit songs. Ammajaan
sarces too became a major hit.
And the marketing strategy was
fitting too. Shopkeepers sang
Ammajaan while displaying
the sarees.

view, s¢ ¢ education as essen- L _ the communist state. Curiously, Beijing Environmental Educa-

tially 7 of describing what  Hon organisation WWF has  though. the discipline I‘qu.ﬂrt?:'] llm‘! Ai-:lhril}’ Centre, run.by the The mz;d rush of the shop-
the w is -ally like, and Peen involved in environmen-  [or the management of such a China Association for Sclence E;irsi {E’%u v nu:; Fig.imﬁe
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The trr 0 is probably some-
/here between those two posi-
tions. For instance, the United
Natons Population Conference
in Cairo a lew years ago recog-
nised that education plays an
important role in population
control.

So it is with the global envi-
ronment. Education can de-
scribe what is really going on in
relation to, say, climate change
or loss of biodiversity and at
the same time can encourage
the habits of thought and pro-
vide the tools for people to come
to grips with those challenges.

penny we have spent on it. What
Is a matter of some concern,
however, is the difficulty we
sometimes have in persuading
donors that investment in edu-
cation will reap Lhandsome div-
idends. Animal-lovers tend to
be concermed w immediate
solutions, Edu ion is all
about the futurc. It can also
seem like a rather undesirable
activity, given t! . it Is politi-
cally sensitive, t 4s no short-
term effects and is difficult to
fund.

Yet the practical impact of
environmental education Is be-

worked in WWF's favour.

The curriculum in Chinese
schools is. like much else, cen-
trally controlled, with the re-
sull that there is a very high de-
gree ol uniformity across the
country. ethnic and cultural di-
versity notwithstanding. At the
same time, what might be
termed the propaganda ele-
ments in teaching serve {o pro
mote the idea of patriotism and
it is in that context that stu-
dents have been taught to see
the idea of environmental care
and protection.

This does not mean, how-

ready received more than
20,000 students and more such
places are planned in other
Chinese cities.

So who says Investment In
environmental education does
not produce rapid and visible
results? By any standards the
progress ol education pro-
grammes in China has been
remarkable. For this, though,
we have to thank not only the
vision of our donors but also
the Chinese government, which
clearly sees the connection be-
ilween ceconomic ﬂll(] SUCiilI
well-being and the protection of
natural wealth,

The millennium celebrations were extravagant amidst
Ramadan and people simply ‘freaked out’. Thirty-first
night saw people in huge numbers — everywhere. And
that of course meant destruction everywhere, too.
Many today may not want to admit that they had

at actually caused the peaple
to shop till they dropped is
questionable. After all, we are a
nation known for autonomous
consumption. Even if we don't
have money we lend in order to
spend. This may well be the case
here. Alternatively, Mr. Kibria
may be right. *“Where did all
this money come from?" Is a
valid question, if anyone
stopped to think in the midst of
all the hue and cry.

Well, now it's all over, In ret-
rospection, does anyone ever
think, "Was it really me who
fought through the crowds to

Many of us in the environmen- coming evident, perhaps cver, that the system is static b b

- - ) 3 8 : g, | . . - h . uy dresses?” Does anyone
tal movement have known for nowhere more 50 than in  Like everywhere else, China Is The lessons ol environmen n u n h m ddl h ni h b ak u h
some time that education is a China, the most populous changing and the education sys- '8l education are not only for go e out 1n the 1 e Oft e g t to re PS Op ;,t;iikbglgtbgﬁrrszﬂggfﬁ?uml

cruclal factor in our campaigns
and | have been pleased recently
Lo note that our efforts to pro-
mole specific environmental
elements in learning are he-
gunning to bear

- A —— o

country in the world and one of
its vital repositories of blodi-
versity. WWF became involved
five years ago. for the simple
renaonr that eryvdronmental ed

L e O Baraay e e L2
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fern must change with it, WWF
has been able to contribute to
reforin of the curriculum. The
Ministry ol Education Is now

caommitted 1o using nur an-
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schools,
— WWF Feature

The :_'mfhnr is Director Gen-
ere! of WWE International,
bersesd vy Ciiaangd Sqvitzerland

v ‘n lows. Numerous shops with broken windows and
signboards speak of our ‘unconscious destructive

behaviour’,

for the long term? Does the ruf-
fians regret the atrocities th
rpetrated on New Year's
id holidays saw death of 18
peulale. Is this what celebration
15 &3 aboul” Questions
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