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SRINAGAR, India. Jan 13:
Muslim separatists stormed an
army camp during heavy

snowfall in the Indian state of
Kashmir, sparking a shootout

that left five e dead, army
officials said today, reporis
AFP.

The dead included a civilian.

an Indian soldier and three
militants who raided the com-
lex late Wednesday at
annabal in Anantnag, some
50 kilomcters south ol Srina-
gm;i Brigadier Arun Chopra
said.
The militants first lobbed a
nade into the camp and then
aunched a frontal assault, fir-
ing at random and killing one

arm ard instantly.
S‘Llﬁi‘ﬂa returned fire as the

militants barricaded them-
selves in one particular bn_.uld-

ing.

g“l‘his morning we blew up
the building in which the three
militants had taken shelter.”
Chopra said. "All three were
killed. We have identified two of
them as Pakistanis.

"One of them is called Ha-
roon and the other Abdullah.”

A teenage girl travell ina
jeep on the highway next fo the
army camp was killed in cross-
fire, the officer said.

Muslim militants fighting to
end Indian rule in shmir
have in recent times st up
attacks on heavily-guarded g?
lice and army camps in the
stlate.

Ten security personnel and
two Muslim guerillas were
killed last month following a
dare-devil attack by the mili-
tants on the camp of an elite
police unit in Srinagar, Kash-
mir's summer capital.

Indian police

seize 18000
leopard claws

NEW DELHI, Jan 13: Police
in the northern Indian state of
Uttar Pradesh have seized
18,000 leopard claws and a
large number of animal skins, a
newspaper reported Thursday.
says ;

The seizures, made at a
small town in Fatehpuri dis-
trict, included 70 leopard skins,
four tiger skins, 220 black buck
skins and 132 tiger claws, The
Indian Express said. Four men
were arrested.

“We suspect that the animals
have been poisoned because
there are no knife marks on the
skins,” a wildlife official. R.L.
Singlx was quoted as saying. |\

ingh said 900 leopards
would have to have been killed
to get 18,000 claws.

India is believed to be home
to some 5,000 leopards and
3.000 tigers.

f'_\ll ":Il'l"

Violenc
subsides
in Maluku

JAKARTA. Jan 13: Clasltes
have snibsided between Muslims
and Christians in eastern In-
donesia’'s Malbku islands. the
military said (oday. claiming
success in stemming the blood-
shed which has killed at least
1.700. reports AFP.

"Maluku is sale. Security
forces have been able Lo sepa-
rale the warring groups.”
Maluku military spokesman
Lieutenant Colonel lwa Budi-
man lold AFP. :

"Especially Ambon. you can
enjoy life again here,” he added.

But Budiman said the mili-
tary was still continuing its
search [or 450 people still miss-
ing alter fleeing attacks to the
jungles on Buru island.

"Some 350 people have re-
turned with the help of the mili-
tary and the local people. We'll
find the rest. if necessary we
can use military airplanes to
locate them.” he said.

On Wednesday police oflicers
in North Maluku had told AFP
fighting was continuing there,
but were unable to give casualty
figures.

Indonesian military chief
Admiral Widodo Adisucipto
said in Jakarta Thursday that
he thought the security propects
in Maluku were “positive.”

. "With the hand over of com-
mand (from the police 1o the
military), troop reinforce-
ments. and consistency in én-
forcing law. security is already
under control,” he sald.

-‘\r'-|:ra'-_'1' w

Pakistan won't
permit use of

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 13:
The Malavsian governoient on
Thurscday ignored interna-
tional criticism over its latest
crackdown on opposition lead-
ers. charging the first one in
court with sedition and indicat-
ing more arrests were possible,
reporis AP.

The editor of a leading oppo-
sition newspaper., Harakah,
and a lawyer lor ousted depuly
prime minister Anwar Ibrahim
were arresled Wednesday on
charges of sedition. A vice
president of the opposition Na-
tional Justice Party was ar-
rested for allegedly provoking
racial discord,

“If more people comimit of-
fences. there will be more ar-
rests.” Deputy Prime Minister
Abdullah Ahmad Badawi told
the national news agency
Bernama. “But it need not nec-
essarily he all opposition peo-
ple. Whoever it is. Il he commits
a wrong. will have to be pun-
ished. ’

Zulkii Sulong, the editor of
the newspaper of the Pan-
Malaysia Islamiec Party. or
PAS. u%pcared in court Thurs-
day to be charged with sedition
for an article in Harakah on
Aug. 2. 1999, regarding Anwar's
corruption and sodomy trials.
The printer of the newspaper
was also to be charged with
sedition.

The article carried a quole
by Chandra Muzaflfar, deputy

_president of the National Jus-

tice Party, in which he alleged
there was a mnspirachplanncd
by Prime Minister Mahathir
Mohamad in which the police,
the Attorney General's ollice,
the courts and local media
would be used (o destroy Anwar,

Sessions Court Judge Abdul
Karim Abdul Jalil fixed ball at
5.000 ringgit (S 1.315) and sel
Zulkilli's trial for May 22.

"I am ready to defend myself
and | am ready to face the con-
sequences.” Zulkifli told the AP
alter his court hearing, He faces

' | Crackdown on opposition
leaders in Malaysia
2 arrested on sedition charges

three grnrn in prison and a fine -

ol 5.000 vingglt (8 1.318) if con-
victed, His newspaper could
also be shut down if he is con-
victed,

On Wednesday, Karpal
Singh. who is Anwar's lawyer
and a longtime critic of the Ma-

‘hathir administration, was ar-

rested on charges of sedition for
alleging in court last year that

~someone had tried to poison his

client.

Marina Yusoll, a leader of
Anwar's National Justice Party.
was arrested and charged with
"provnkin% raclal discard.” She
too.could face a jail term.

The arrests came as Ma-
hathir left for a two-week vaca-
tion In Argentina and the
Caribbean.

It was the lirst crackdown In
this Southeast Asian nation
since dozens of Anwar support-

- ers were arrested in the after-

math of the popular deputy
prime ministers sacking.

ISLAMABAD. Jan 13: For-
mer prime ninister Benazir
Bhutto appealed today to US
legislators. who will pay a visit
to Pakistan. lor prnviding ac-

tive leadership to return
democracy to her homeland.
reports AP.

Four democratic senators —
Minority Leader Tom Daschle.
of soutli Dakota. Christopher
Dodd. ol Connecticut, Harry
Reid of Nevada and Daniel
Akaka of Hawail. are to arrive
later Thursday on a two-day

wvisit.

It's not clear who the four
men will meet, but US Embassy
spokesman Mark Wentworth
satd the senators will be press-
ing for a timetable for a refurn
to democracy in Pakistan,
something Washington has
been demanding since the coup.

In a letter to Daschle. Ms
Bhulto suggested Washington
tie fresh US financial aid to
Pakistan to a commitment and
timelable [rom the army for the
return ol democracy as well as
the release ol political prison-
ers.

"Such a message would
clearly convey that in the 21s!
century democracy. human
rights and the rule of law are
the values which are respected
and upon which lie the dignity

Benazir seeks US help to
restore democracy

of nations in the global com-
munity.” Ms Bhutlo said in her
letter.

Ms Bhutto. who was twice

dismissed [rom power on alle-
gations ol widespread corrup-
tion. has been convicted of cor-
ruption in Pakistan and sen-
tenced in absentia to five years
in jail by the deposed govern-
ment of Nawaz Sharifl [rom her
home in Britain, Ms Bhutto
initially welcomed the army's
takeover and the removal of her
arch-rival Sharil.
"~ Gen Pervez Musharral. the
man in charge in Pakistan. has
refused to be tied to a deadline
to return civilian rule in Pak-
istan. Instead Musharraf says
he wants to implement a series
of reforms that would ensure
democracy takes root in Pak-
iIstan.

Musharral has accused pre-
vious governments, including
Ms Bhutto's, ol runaway corrup-
tion that has weakened most of
the country's institutions and
lelt the economy in tatters

Belore setting a date for new
elections, Musharral said he
wants new laws, electoral re-
form. a revived economy and a
clean sweep of the corrupt in
Pakistan. an ambitious agenda
that even his supporters believe
will take years,

Meanwhile Ms Bhutto in her
letter didn't name the political
prisoners she wanled released.
but previously she has pressed
for the release ol her jailed hus-
band, Asif Ali Zardari also
convicled on corruption
charges. Zardari has been in

jail since his wile's government |

was ousted in 1996.

ln one of his first acts alter
taking power Musharral estab-
lished a National Accountabil-
ity Bureau with sweeping pow-
ers and laws to arrest and de-
tain those suspected of corrup-
tion as well as those who have
not repald bank loans, a com-
mon practice among
wealthy in Pakistan.

Also in her letter to Daschle
Ms Bhutto also pressed the leg-
islators to push Pakistan to be-
come the “lirst South Asian
nuclear power to sign the Com-
prehensive Test Ban Treaty,” a
request that would sit well with
the United States which has
been appealing to both Pak-
{stan and its nuclear neighbour
India to sign the global trealy.

Pakistan already has indi-
cated its willingness to sign, but
says that it wants to build a
consensus at home and explain
the trealy to Pakistanis before
signing il.

its territory
for terrorism

ISLAMABAD, Jan 13: Pak-
istan yesterday said it will not
allow the use of its territory for
acts of terrorism, following a
us over alleged threals
by the tant Maulana Ma-

COLOMBO, Jan 13: Sri
Lankan police were Investigat-
ing if a private bank funded the
sulcide bombing on President
Chandrika Kumaratunga as
part of a wider conspiracy to
stage a military coup. the state
media sald today. reports AFP,

The government-run Dally
News sald a loan of 50 million
rupees (694,000 dollars) had
heen given lo the wife of a direc-
tor ol the nunamed bank and

sood Azhar, freed recently by
India In exchanﬁ: for hostages
aboard a hijacked plane, re-
poris AFP.

Pakistan is opposed to ter-
rorism in all form and it will
not allow the misuse of its terri-
tory for acts of terrorism, a for-
eign office statement sald.

The US on Thursday last
warned Pakistan after Azhar
reportedly threatened Indians
and Americans and vowed lo
continue the separatist fight in
Jammu and Kashmir. )

The government of Pakistan
deplores threats of violence
against any country or forel
nationals {n Pakistan, the for-
eign office sald.

it said Incitement or abate-
ment of acts of terrorism, dis-
p!ag of firearms, Intimidation
and threats of injury are of-
fences under the Pakistani pe-
nal code. '

E e who flouts the laT hi:
liable to Emnccutlon.

- statement

| the money went Lo o “terrorist
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5 drug dealers shot dead
cltizens suspected of being members of an international drug
traflicking cartel were shot dead durin

Indonesian capital, reports said Thursday, AFP reports (rom

ilippine allies are to
military exercises In Manila on January 28, the first since
bilateral Ues soured four years ago. AFP reports from Manila,
The Philippine military said the exercises Involved just un-
roops and about a thousand Filipino sol-
diers. with the bulk of maneuvers to be held between February

An Indonesian soldier watches as a truckload of refugees drive down a street at Latuwaru
village in Masohi, Central Maluku, about 150 km north of Ambon, yesterday. Masohi
remains like a ghost town after clashes broke out few days ago, with the situation in
Ambon and Maluku provinces having cooled down since the military took control of
security. following eontinuing sectarian clashes,

—AFP photo
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Lanka probe;b ank role
in military coup bid

organisation.”

“The CID (eriminal Investi-
gations department) is investi-
gating whether the Tigers (the
rebel Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam) had received millions of
rupees from banks owned by
some billlonalire businessmen
and whether such funds have
been utilised for the unsuccess-

ful attemplt Lo assassinate her

(President Kumaratunga) on
December 18, 1999." the Daily
News said.

It quoted police sources as

s Five Nigerian

a police rald in the

The five victims. all of whom were male Nigerlan citizens,
? the rald Wednesday evening on a .
rented house in south Jakarta, the dally Media Indonesia

€S. uUS troops
unch month-long joint

ethnic Tamil

saying that the unnamed bank's
own regulations had been vio-
lated in granting the loan.

There was no immediate re-
action from the Central Bank of
Srl Lanka which is supposed to
supervise commercial banks to
ensure they do not over extend
themselves to a single Individ-
ual or a company.

The Dailly News which has
been reporting on a wider con-
spiracy to stage a military coup
following the attempt on Ku-
maratunga's life on December
18 sald the questioning of an
women has
{)rumpled the probe on the
yanks' role in the conspiracy.

On Wednesday, the Dally
News said the head of a state
media organisation was also
questioned by police.,

The main opposition United

National Party (UNP) has ac-

cused the government of “fabri-
cating evidence” to show a link
between the assassination at-
tempt and an alleged coup to
form a military administra-
tion,

“We have all condemned the
assassination attempt which
the government itself sald was
the work of a Tiger sulcide
bomber,” opposition leader

Ranil Wickremesinghe told re-

porters here.

The Daily News had earlier
said police evidence of the plot,
announced by state radio on
 Sunday, Included several La
lelephone conversatlons.

Russian detence
mission travels
to Chechnya

MOSCOW, Jan 13: Russian
Interior Minlster Viadimir
Rushailo led a senlor delence
mission Into Chechnya on
Thursday for the first time
since the separatist rebels
launched deadly counter-at-
tacks last weekend, reports
AFP.

“The situation is normal,”
Rushailo told NTV television on
arrival to the main North Cau-
casus military base Mozdok,
near the Chechen border.

He was accompanied by
Chlef-of-Staff Anatoly Kvash-
nin and Russia's cabinet
ointman on Chechnya, Niko-
al Koshman.

NTV sald the group may laler

tiravel to the Chechen towns ol

Argun and Shall. both sites of

llerce rebel counterattacks (hat
stunned federal forces.
Rushailo played down re-
ports of Russian officials dras-
tically understating their casu-
alties in the battles and vowed

to pursue the military campaign

{o the end.

"Media reports aboul the sit-
uation (in C {*chn}'n] are grow-
ing more complicated are
grolesquely exaggerated,”
Rushailo said.

He added that the Russian
commanders would hold a con-
ference alter their visit iIn
Chechnya later Thursday to de-
termine how 1o
"carrections” In the campaign.

Moscow has admitted to los-

ing at least 37 soldiers in battles

for Argun and Shali, where
there are still pockets ol
Chechen resistance.

Rushailo said the lighters
wonld soon be completely wiped
oul.

“There are two ways of deal-
myg with the rebels
stroy (hem or make them ac-

countable before the law, which

is what we are doing.”

UNDATED, Jan 13: Scien-
tists have created a "DNA com-
uter” from strands of synthetic
NA they coaxed into solving
relatively complex calcula-
tions. reporis AP.

The short-lived chemical
compuler has no immediate
practical applications, but it
nudges (he fledgling technology
of DNA compuling further out
ol world of science fiction and
into the realm of the possible,
rescarchers al the University of
Wisconsin in Madison said.

"It's kind of a non-aulo-
mated computer — an abacus of
sorls — but it's an approach
we're confident can be auto-
matled like a conventional
compuler,” said Lloyd Smith, a
professor of chemistry.

Conventional computing is
driven by computer chips, but
that technology is fast ap-
proaching the limits of minia-
turisation. '

Scientists dream of using the
vast storage capacity that en-
ables DNA and its chemical
cousin RNA to hold the complex
blueprints of living organisms.

While other researchers
have had success with DNA
computing, in most of those
tests the DNA was suspended in
liquid-filled test tubes.

Smith's team. on the other
hand, tethercd the DN/. to a
solid surface. That simplified
the technology, though it re-
mains too rudimentary to be
turned into large DNA comput-
ers capable of tackling prob-
lems as complex as those solved
by conventional computers.

The Wisconsin researchers
coded DNA strands lto contain
all possible solutions to a prob-
lem Smith likens to four people
each ordering a pizza with four
combinations of toppings — a
problem with 16 possible an-
SWETS.

After years of work, his team
made several of the computers,
each composed of about 100
trillion synthetic DNA strands

that repfratcdlgv solved the
Eroblem. though with human
elp.

The findings were Ipublishcd
in Thursday's issue of the jour-
nal Nature.

Opposition

challenges

presidential
polls in Lanka

COLOMBO, Jan 13: Sri

Lanka's main
United National Party

has filed a petition the

in

Supreme Court challenging last
yresidential election
s {t was not free and
fair, party officials said today,

month's
on groun

reports Reulers.
They

DHAKA FRIDAY, JANUARY 14,2000 The Daily $tar 5

Thai Prime Minister Chuan Leekpai (L) and his Japanese counterpart Keizo Obuchi
review a Guard of Honour during a welcoming ceremony at the government house in
Bangkok. Obuchi arrived in Bangkok yesterday on the final leg of his Southeast Asian

Lour.

—AFP photo
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US delaying delivery
of military items
to S Korea

- SEOUL., Jan 13: The United
States is delaying the delivery
of sensitive torpedo parts to ils
long-time military ally South
Korea for fear ol spurring
weapons prolileration in the
region, ollicials here said lo-
day, reporis AFP

‘It seens Lhe delays are
closely related to the fruitless
US-South Korean missile non-
proliferation . talks,” said a
source al a local defence con-
tractor LG Precision Co Ltd.

He said the supply for-US-
made torpedo _L{l,]it{.]HL‘P-CUHH’U]
parts had dried up. Hutl they
could be obtained from a Euro-
pean firm

He disclosed parts of a letter
which he said had recently been
sent to LG by a US supplier indi-
cating that the 5uppf_1.: of such
parts could impact on US mis-
sile proliferation policy.

It read: ("The US company).
aware ol the priority, is work-
Ing closely with the MTCR
(missile technology control
regime) ollice in an attempt (o
expedite a release ol this export
licence.”

A senior South Korean de-
fense ministry official who re-
quested anonymity agreed the

delay might result from Wash-
inglon's scrutiny ol those ex-
port ilems in terms of the
MTCR

‘Moslt of Lthe items. now be-
ing delayed in shipment, are re-
lated to a guidence system.” he
said.

The ministry olficlal re-
questing anonymily agreed Lhe
f‘(‘l-—]k' might result [rom Wash-
inglon's scrutiny ol those ex-
yort items in terms of its-
L:u'kt:rl MTCR policy.

We are closely watching
whether the US export delay
was temporary or permanent,”

sald the oflicial engaged 'in
arms procurement allairs.
One ol the items. seeming-

indly being restricted includes a
liber oplic inertial measure-
ment unit”™ which defense con-
tractors confirmed was widely
used in the guidance svstems ol
not only torpedoes but :zlso
missiles

LS and South Korean nego-
lialors have lor years been in a
deadlock over Seoul's bid to ex-

lend missile ranges from the
present 180 kilometres to cope
with North Korea's missile
Lhreals

Tibetan i)oy happy
to be in India'

NEW DELHI. Jan 1§ The 14
vear-old Tibetan spiritual
leader. who escaped [rom China
last week, is pleased to be in In-
dia but refuses to reveal his fu-
ture plar s, Tibetan solidarity
groups who met him said today,
reports AFP.

Members of two Indo-Ti-
betan {riendship groups met the
Karmapa Rinponche Wednesday
in the northern hill town of
Dharamsala, where he arrived
January 5 after week-long trek
over the Himalayas '

During their brief 10-minute
meeling. the groups urged the
boy lama who heads one of the
four schools of Tibetan Bud-
dhism. to stay on in India.

'The Karmapa did nol reply
to our request, but said he was
happy to be in India”, said Ma-
sood Bhal, a Tibetan Muslim
exile who was one of 20 delega-
tion members who met the reli-
gious leader.

"The Karmapa said he saw
India as a point of pilgrimage,
as a land of many religions and
cullures. and the origin of many
world religions," Bhat told AFP
by telephone from Dharamsala.

"He said a Buddhist he was
very happy to come to this land

of pilgrimage

The remarks were the first
substantive comments al-
tributed to the Karmapa since
his arrival in Dharamsala.

Both Bhat and Karma
Dolma, another delegation
member, denied a published re-
port Thursday which quoted the
Karmapa as saying that he
wanted to remain in India.
preferably in Dharamsala.

'He did not mention where
he would stay. He never touched
upon the subject,” said Bhat
who also heads the India desk
for the Dharamsala-based gov-
ernment-in-exile, which is not
recognised by any country.

The Karmapa expressed his
gralitude to the delegation
members. in particular Indi-
ans. [or working towards
strengthening India-Tibetan re-
lations. He asked us to continue
our work.’

The Karmapa's defection has
placed India in a difficult situa-
tion regarding the question ol
political asylum., with New
Delhi having to weigh its tradi-
tional support for b[‘ibetan ex-
iles against a desire to improve
ties with Beijing.

opposition
(UNP)

sald UNP General Sec-

retary Gaminl Athukorale had
filed the petition on Wednesday
asking for the poll results to be
declared void,

President Chandrika Ku-
maratunga won a second six-
year term in the December 21
election with just over 51 per
cent of the vote Her main rival,
UNP leader Ranil Wick-
remesinghe, polled 43 per cent.

The UNP officials sald the
petition alleged the result was
influenced by Intimidation of
party polling agents and other
soll irregularities such as bal-
ol stuffing. :

They said Lhe elections de-
partment, which is not an inde-
pendent body, had ordered the
printing of fresh postal ballot
papers alter the deadline for
casting postal votes had passed.

The number of ballot papers
printed for northern Jaflna was
also .. % higher than the
number of volers in the region,
the \Bcutlun sald.

ickremesinghe sald soon
alter the election that polling
had been fraught with fraud and
violence.

Kumaratunga won the previ-
ous 1994 poll with 62 per cent of
the vote.

Her second election victory
came days after she was
wounded In an assassination
alten:{pt by a suspected ‘rebel
sulcide bomber at a cam

. rally in the capital Colombo.

Turkey decides to
suspend Ocalan's
execution

ANKARA, Jan. 13: Turkey
decided Wednesday to suspend
{the execution of condemned
Kurdish rebel leader Abdullah
Ocalan for the time being in re-
sponse 10 a rCt}lIL‘ST by the Euro-
pean Court of Human Rights.
sald Prime Minister Bulent
Ecevit, reports AFP.

"We have agreed that if the
terrorist organisation (the
Kurdistan Workers' Party or
PKK) and its supporters manip-
ulate our decision against the
high interests of Turkey, the

suspension process will be cut
and the process of execution
will immediately begin." Ecevit
sald.

He added that in this case
Ocalan’'s file would be sent to
parliament, which has to ralify
the sentence belore his execu-

. lion can proceed.

The decision came at the end
of a seven-hour meeting be-
tween Ecevit and his two coali-
tion partners,

The Strasbourg-based court
asked Turkey in November to
suspend Ocalan's execution un-
til it rules on his complaints
against Ankara -- a process that
could take up to two years.

Ecevit, however, made It
clear the suspension would not
be valid "under any circum-
stances” during that period.

"We will not wait for the
completion of this process if the

suspension is exploited in a way
that can damage Turkey.” he
stressed.

"Turkey's own interest are
above anything.”

The partial response to the
Strasbourg court appeared
aimed at the coalition's second
biggest partner, the far-right
Nationalist Action Party
(MHP), whose members had
called for for Ocalan’s execu-
tion.

The MHP, led by Devlet
Bahcell, came In second in polls
last April after campalgning on
a "hang-Ocalan” platform, and
has since come under pressure
from {ts electorate to push for
his execution.

Ecevil's Democratic Left
Party (DSP) opposes capital
punishment, while the coali-
tion's third partner, the center-
right Motherland Party (ANAP)
ul}' Mcsé:l Yg‘maz :IIBO favored
suspend! ¢ sentence.

'Rgrkr;.g a declared candidate
for European Unlon member-
ship, is under pressure (o meet
EU human rights standards,
which forbid capital punish-
ment.

The Portuguese EU presl-
dency warned ecarlier Wednes-
day that Turkey's candidacy for
membership would get off to a
poor start if Ankara main-
tained Its death sentence
against Ocalan.

Cabinet

reshuffle
in S Korea

SEOUL., Jan 13: Lee Hun-Jal,
head of South Korea's powerful
financial watchdog, was Thurs-
day named finance and econ-
omy minister in a cabinet
rcsgu[ﬂef the presidential Blue
House said.

The appointment of the
longtime chairman of the Fi-
nancial Supervisory Commis-
sion was seen as entrenching
the power of reformists in the
government in a bid to breathe

new life into the programme of

change.

Lee was succeeded by Lee
Young-Keun, deputy head of the
FSC.

President Kim also ap-
pointed former ambassador to
Russia Lee Joung-Binn, 62, as

minister of foreign aflairs and
trade to replace incumbent
Hong Soon-Young

The reshuflle, which affected
nine ministerial-level posts,
was more wide-ranging than

| was expected ahead of parlia-

- e ———

——

mentary polls next April.

"This cabinet reshulffle is
aimed at pursuing reform vig-
orously amid stability,” a
spokesman for the Blue House
said

The reshufille also saw
Commerce, Industry and En-
ergy Minister Chung Duck-Koo
replaced as well as the ap-
pointment of a new construc-
tion and transportation minis-
ter and a new education minis-
ter

Most of ‘the minli
in the reshutlle were being freed
up from their duties to run in
April's elections which the gov-
ernment needs to win if it is to
bolster its slim parliamentary
maljority

The reshuffle came just
hours alfter parliament en
dorsed the appointment of leg-
endary industrialist Park Tae-

aters jelled

| Joon as the country’s new prime

minister to replace outgoing
Kim Jong-Pil.

Film actor in

next mission
to Mir

MOSCOW. Jan 13: The Rus-
S1an apuace ‘\‘_-_‘l;‘!!*. v Oon "»‘\-a‘-’_i't]':&
dayv said it plans to send two
cosnionau! ind possibly a
movie actor o the Mir space
siation Lthis spring, reporis AP

Under the agency's plan
which must be approved by the
Russian Cabinel. cosmonauls
Sergei Zaletin and Alexander
Kaleri are to blast ofl for the

Mir on March 30 for a mission
that wonld last for at least 45
days, said space agency
spokesman Sergeil Gorbunov

Mir has been ({lying un-

manned since its last crew lelt

in August., and the cash-
strapped government has de-
cided to abandon the l‘it‘fhl’i}' 14-
vear-old station around March
unless private invesiors come
up with lunds. No major iunds
have arrived.

The cosmonauls may travel
lo Mir in company of Viadimir
Steklov. an actor set to star in a
movie about cosmonaut unwill-
ing to abandon the space sla-
lion

Space oificials had prewvi-
ously mentioned the movie
iden, which would involve the
crew acting as cameramen

. while director Yuri Kara would

¢ work

from Mission Control.
But [ew took the plan seriously.

Gorbunov told The AssocCi-
ated Press on Wednesday that
Steklov will go to the £ ace sta-
tion only if an unidentified in-
vestor pays for his flight. It's
also unclear whether Steklov
can prepare for the flight in the
short time left.” he said.

Sergei Gromov, a spokesman
for the Energia company which
built and has been running Mir,
said that a US company called
Golden Apple has promised to
finance the mission. He refused
to provide details.

But the news agency ITAR-
Tass, citing an unnamed Ener-
¢ia official, said late Wednesday
that Golden ‘Apflc has Lo
provide 20 million dellar lor
the mission and that a first in-
stallment of 7 million dollar
has been provided.

The mission is to be preceded
by a Jan 31 launch of a cargo
5l¥lp_ which 1s to dock with the
station. Energia alone has fi-
nanced the construction of the
cargo ship. along with booster
rockets and (he Soyuz space-
crall for the crew in hope that.
foreign investments will cover
the expenses.
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