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] - | hold a
Seminar: The Zoological Society of Bangladesh wil f

. rvatl in Asia.” Dr David J Chivers o
N eruity of Cs Conace wiﬂnbe speaker at the event. Venue:

* Bangladesh
) will

hold the Call to The Bar Ceremony 2000 in'w ich certitcates “vili

be awarded to new la
Rahman. Venue: Winter

- - e —

Film show: Three movies Le Juge
Assassin), Farwell my concubine and

ers. Chiel
arden, Hotel Sheraton. Time: 6:30 pir.

est: Chief Justicé Laiifur

-

sassin (Judge and the
ﬁfmue Baﬂngft will be

screened. Venue: Alliance Francaise de Dhaka. Time: 11.00 am,
4.00 pm and 6.00 pm. :

Prevailing d
next 12 hours
Moderalte to thic

rjver basins of the country and light to moderate fo
elsewhere over the country during morning, said the

Dry weather may continue

weather is likely to continue over the country in
16 Em today, reports UNB.
fog may occur over Rajshahi division and the

may occur
et Oflice.

Slight rise in night temperature is expected over the country

during the period.

The country's highest temperature recorded yesterday was 32.0

degree Celsfus at Te

af and the lowest 8.6 degrees at Srimongal.

The sun sets in the capital today at 5:30 pm and rises tomorrow

at 6:44 am.

Maximum and minimum temperature and humidity recorded
in some major cities and towns yesterday were:

City/Town Temperature Humidity in
: in Celsius percenta

Max Min Mnrnir_}g venin
Dhaka 27.5 14.5 6
Chittagong 30.2 14.1 76 68
Rajshahi 27.1 09.9 88 72
Khulna 29.0 13.6 9 76
Barisal 290 12.4 87 76
Sylhet 26.1 12.8 74 57
Cox's Bazar 29.7 16.1 61 67

HERE and THERE
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Masterda Surya
Sen Parishad

The han mi{day of revolu-
tionary leader Masterda Surya
Sen was observed in the city
yesterday, reports BSS.

In observance of the day
Masterda Surya Sen Parishad
organised a rally at the central
Shaheed Minar.

Speaking on the occasion
president of the parishad Faig
Ahmed said Surya Sen drove
the British from this lerritory
by fighting against them and
being imbibed by his inspira-
tion the people of this country
established independent

Bangladesh through armed
struggle in 1971.

e urged the rament to -
telecast and broadcast through
state media the heroic stories of
the revolutionary life cf Mas-
terda.

Among others Mahfuza
Khanam, Premranjan Dev..
Hari Sadhan Debbraman, Swa-

Ban Sarker, DL Clmwdhurr)‘r and
ronojit Barua addresszd th=
rally.

Baridhara Society

The Baridhara Society, a so-
cial and community organisa-
tion. distributed eid gilts and
winter clothes to DCC cleaners
working in Baridhara area re-
cently. says a press release.

The Society's president, sec-
retary and joint secretary gen-
eral and members of the execu-
tive committee were present
during the distribution.

In the past the Baridhara
Society had- taken up different
social and welfare programmes
including a cleanliness drive,
distribution of rain coats etc.
and free medical care to the 15
DCC cleaners and their family

bers.
M Baridhara Soclety also takes

initiatives for the improvement
of the area in various manners.
Some of these are: installing
luminous road signs, introcuc-
ing kitchen garbage cleanirg
services, supervision of DCC
cleaners and tree plantation
drives in Baridhara area.

Silent procession
protesting killing
of trader at Mirpur
By Staff Correspondent

Residents of Mirpur area
brought out a silent procession
in protest of killing of a busi-
ness man. The trader was shot
dead by an armed man at Mazar
Road on Monday.

Syed Saidul Islam Alam. 35,
son of late Ali Ahsan and a res-
ident of Mirpur Section-1 was
shot allegedly by Abu Baker
Siddique. In a critical condi-
tion he was rushed to the Dhaka
Medical College Illospital
(DMCH) where he died on Tues-
day evening.

A case was filed with Pallabi
police accusing Abu Baker Sid-
dique but police failed to arrest

him till writing of this reporis
till late last night.

According to the family
sources a gang of extortionist
came to Alam's shop few days
back and demanded toll from
the employ=e of the ship. Em-
ployee of ‘he shop contracted
over phone with owner Alam
and conveyed the message but
Alam asked them not to pay
anything o the gang.

Later on Monday Abu Baker
a;;’pcared o Alam's residence
while he was watching cricket
match on Monday. Alam was
taken to the Chalantika Club
and was shot on his head.

Killing in Sirajganj

Hunters file case
against 9 villagers

From Our Correspondent

SIRAJGANJ, Jan 12: The
four bird hunters who fired on
pursuing villagers, killing one
of them and Injuring twelve
others in the district recently,
have filed a case against nine
villagers accusing them of
snatching their guns.

The four hunters were how-
ever still in custody after their
bail prayer was rejected. The
crew of the boat in which the

hunters were travelling, Tayeb

All and his son Jamat All, were
freed on bail last Thursday.

In their petition the hunters
accused one Rafiqul Islam with
ejght others of Vatpiary village
of having snatched their li-
censed guns. Most of the accused
are relatives of the deceased.
Following the incident police
recovered the guns from the vil-
lagers.

The villagers on their way to
a market by boat on December
25. had challenged the four
armed hunters’ boat In the Ja-
muna river near Betgari village

and chased them. mistaking

them as robbers. After a two-

houg chase the hunters were
pinned down at the village.
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Malaysian govt
accused of political
persecution

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 12: A
Malaysian opposition party to-
day accused the government of
“political persecution,” saying a
senior official was to be charged
with sedition.

Marina Yusof, one of three
vice-presidents of the National
Justice Party, presented herself
at a police station Wednesday
after a warrant of arrest was is-
sued for her, party vice-presi-
dent Tian Chua told AFP.

"She has been released on a
bail of 5.000 ringgit (1,315 dol-
lars). She is to be charged in
court on Friday,” Tian said.

The official Bernama news
agency cited police spokesman
Aman Hussain as saying that
Marina was to be charged for a
speech she made in September
alleging that police sparked off
racial riots of Rday 13, 1969.

Marian is to be charged un-
der the Sedition Act 1948,
which carries a fine of 5,000
ringit, a three-year jail term or
both upon conviction for a first
offence.

“The government has also
used the May 13 Issue exten-
sively to discourage people from
voting for the opposition. Yet
only the opposition is taken to
court,” Tian salid.

He urged the government to
allow the public full access to
historical archives "so that no
party can use May 13 to provoke
racial discord.”

Thieves loot goods
worth Tk 4 lakh
from Bagerhat

BAGERHAT, Jan 12: Uniden-
tified thieves looted valuables
worth of Tk four lakh from a
shop at Main road 4n the Lown
on Monday night, reports UNB

Police said the thieves broke
the wall of Masum Enterprise,
an electronic Fad et shop and
looted the goods after 10 pm.

Owner of the shop Sheikh
Masum Billah filed a case with
"Sadar police.

In another incident in
Sathkhira a gang of robbers
looted valuables worth over Tk
one lakh from a house at Bal-
akota village in Kaliganj thana
early today. |

olice said the %an&lnumber-
1%10. stormed into the house
of Dr Santosh at about 1:30 am,
blasted several hand bombs and
decamped with the booty,

A case was flled and police
arrested one of the bandits, Ab-

dul Aziz, from h|s residence at

Kullo in Ashashuni thana and
recovered four pipe guns and
five bullets from: his posses-
sion.

‘Bangladeshi
diplomat dies
in Colombo

Feroze Hayat, Bangladesh
First Secretary in Colombo,
died on Monday at Mount Eliz-
abeth Hospital in Singapore, of-
ficilal sources said yesterday,
reports BSS. 1

The deceased, who joined
BCS (Foreign Service) in 1991,
served Bangladesh missions in
Warsaw and Stockholm in dif-
ferent capacities. .

Forelgl:l Secretary C M Shall
Samli in a message expressed

rofound sorrow at the un-
imely demise of the youn?
diplomat. He was known to al
as a hardworking, honest and a
man of amiable disposition.

The foreign secretary prayed
for the peace of the soul and

his heartfelt s a-
thy toythc members of tl‘::nge-
reaved family. -

conve

Dr Ismat Ahmad Khan
(Proloy). a Bangladeshl physi-
clan working In Oklahoma
University, U died in a road
accident in Arkansas on Satur-

day. He was 39, reports UNB.

He was the only son of
Mazharuddin Khan, brother of
noted Rabindra Sangeet artist
Rezwana Chowdhury Banya. He
left behind his wife, a daughter
and a host of relatives and
friends to mourn his death.

The body of Ismat is expected
to arrive today (Thursday)
evening by Bangladesh Biman.
His Namaz-e-janaza will be
held on January 14 after Juma

rayers and he will then be
uried at Banani.

His Qulkhwani will be held
on January 15 after Asr prayers
at his father's residence at 2/7
Lalmatia, Block-B, Dhaka.

State Minister for Jute AK
Faezul Hug expressed his deep
shock at the premature demise
of Dr Isma. He prayed for the
salvation of the departed soul
and conveyed his sympathy to
the members of the bereaved
Rmily.

W A R

Al-hajj Nade-
rer Zaman (Na-
du Mia), commi-
ssioner of Ch-
owmohani Po-
urashava, pro-
rietor of Popu-
er Library.
. 4 Dhaka and Ag-
% "™ rani Printing,
p Chowmohani

diedofa car-
diac arrest on January 10 at
night. He was 52, says a press
release.
He left behind his wife two
sons. four daughters and a host
of relatives. friends and admir-

- ers to mourn his death.

T B

Former additic:*al post mas-
ter’ general Mofiji2e Rahman
Laskar died at Mecunt Sinal
Hospital in New York on Tues-
day. lle was 65, reports DS3S.

l.askar is survived by his
vife, one son. one daughter and
a host of friends, rclatives and
admirers Lo mourn his death.

Family sources said his body
will be brought heme on the
Bangladesh Biman flight on
Monday. He will be buried at
Banani graveyard.

The chehlum of Haji Md
Salim will be held tomorrow af-
ler Zuma prayers at his resi-
dence at 38, Md Asgar Lane,
Churihatta, Chawk Bazar in the
city. says a press release.

Haji Salim was a renowned
politician, social worker, and
ex-commissioner of Dhaka City
Corporation.

* * Kk * K

The chehlum of Al-haj MFK
Khan Chowdhury. a retired di-
rector of the National Board of
Revenue. will be held on Satur-
day noon alt his village home in
Pathkhaguri in Tangail, says a
press release,

Khan, who died at the age of
76. is survived by his wife, only
daughter and a host of relatives.

Combing operation:
627 arrested

A total of 627 persons were
arrested and eight illegal
weapons and 12 rounds of bullet
were seized during the 259th
day of the count de combing
operation by ice yesterday,
Bangladesh Rifles and Ansar
force, reports BSS.

The combined force arrested
349 persons on different
charges from across the country
including four metropolitan ar-
eas and seized the arms and
ammunitions. They also ar-
rested 278 wanted accused dur-
ing the operation.

A total of 154 persons in-
cluding 19 warrantees were ar-
rested from Dhaka metropoli-
tan area and two illegal
weapons and six bullets were
seized while 14 persons from
Chittagong metropolitan area.

Eleven persons includin
seven warrantees were arrest
from Khulna metropolitan area
while three persons from Ra-
jshahi metropolitan area. A
total of 131 persons includin
74 wanted accused were arrest
from Dhaka range with three
weapons and four bullets while
118 persons Including 86
wanted persons were arrested
from Chittagong range with
three weapons and two bullets.

Seventy-seven people in-
cluding 35 warrantees were ar-
rested from Rajshahl range
while BO persons Including f 1

wanted persons were arrested
from Khulna range. A total of

26 persons including nine war-

rantees were arrested f(rom

Barisal rn.nﬁ and 13 sons
lncludinﬁ six wanted g::-unu
from Sylhet range.
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Lebanese gulicemen guard on Tuesday International Red Cross Committee (ICRC) buses

carrying 3

Naqoura, near the

decision by the Lebanése government to send them back to their country.

Bangladeshis upon their arrival in the southern
[sraeli-occupied zone in south Lebanon. The Bangladeshis, who ended up
their ship got stranded in the Mediterranean, were ‘
border with Israel, to Beirut International Airport by the ICRC, upon a

ort of Tyre, coming from the
in Lebanon after

transferred from the village of

— AFP photo

479 beggars, 450
illegal immigrants
held in KSA

RIYADH, Jan 12: Saudi po-
lice arrested 479 be%ars around
the capital during the three-day
Eid-uEFltr holiday marking
the end of Ramadan, a newspa-

r reported today. .
5 Wopn{;cn and ychlldren ac-
counted for 47 of the beggars of
varying nationalities who were
detained from Friday, Al-
Jazira dally said, reports AFP.

More than 12,000 beggars
were arrested in the kingdom in
1998, of which 9,000 were for-
eigners, the authorities said.

Most beggars are arrested
during the Muslim fasting
month of Ramadan, a month of
piety and charity. Marl? are
also arrested during the Hajj, or
annual pilgrimage to Mecca.

Al-Jazira also reported the
arrest during the Eid of 450 for-
eigners living illegally in the
Kingdom.

Since Saudi Arabia laun-
ched a campaign against illegal
immigrants in 1997 some 1.5
million people’ have been
expelled while one million have
[ormalised their stay.

Biman incurs 10SS
of Tk 33.69cr 1n

1998-99, ]S told

The Bangladesh Biman in-
curred a loss of Tk 33.69 crore
in 1998-99, Parliament was
lold yesterday. reports UNB.

Replying to a written ques-
tion of Fazlul Azim (BNP), Civil
Aviation " Minister Engineer
Mosharral Hossain attributed
four major reasons to the loss.

These include fall in the rev-
enue target, tough competition
with renowned international
airlines, non-receipt of rebate
on aircraft fuel procured from
internal sources and absence of
wide bodied aircraft for inter-
national routes.

Mosharraf said, to overcome
the loss, one A 310-300 angd one
DC 10-300 aircraft were added
lo the Biman's fleet under three
drylease contract to increase
number of flights in profitable
routes.

The Minister said there is no
plan to buy aircraft for the Bi-
man during the current fiscal.

In reply to another question
by Mustafizur Rahman Fizu
(AL). he said the government
has plans to construct airports
in important places of the coun-
try (o increase stall service.

He said Bogra and Khan Ja-
han Ali airports are now under
construction.

Besides., steps have been
taken to resume operation at
Shamshernagar. Comilla,
Thakurgaon, Lalmonirhat, Tej-
gaon, and Ishwrdi airports.

Father
strangulates

newborn in
revenge

BAGERHAT, Jan 12: A [ather
strangulajed his newborn son

alter his father-in-law refused
to Bay dowry to him, reports
UNB.

Hospital and police sources
sald Zubeda Khatun, wife of
Tuhinuzzaman, 30, of the town,

ve birth to a son on January 4
n Sadar Hospital.

Tuhin demanded Tk 50,000

as dowry from his father-in-

law in return for. recognition of

the baby as his son. Angered by
the refusal Tuhin strangulated
the baby on January 6, in re-
venge, He has since been in hid-
ing.

gFamll ‘sources sald Tuhin
married Zubeda, 19, 15 months
ago. He tortured her occaslon-
ally demanding dowry from her
parents,

Teenage housewife
allegedly commits
suicide

From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGONGJ, Jan 12:
Teenage housewife 'Shamsun
Nahar allegedly committed sui-
cide on Tuesday night. She lived

in "Adamfi Jute Mills" labour
colony.

She was the daughter of
Shamsul Alam, a former

labourer of the mill.

Shamsun Nahar, 15, got
married to Karim Miah only a
few months ago but resided in
her father's house. She al-
legedly took polson In the

| night.

A case has been reglistered

| under Siddhirganj thana.

Noted US historian Wolpert to

write book on Bangabandhu

Renowned US historian Dr
Stanley A Wolpert, who Is now
on a visit to Bangladesh, will
write a book on the country's
founding father Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.’

Foreign Minister Abdus
Samad Azad told this to BSS in
the evening after receiving Profl
Wolpert earlier at the Ministry
of Foreign Alfairs where they
discussed host ol matters in-
cluding the emergence of
Bangladesh and the pivotal role
played by the Bangabandhu.

Prof Wolpert, an expert on
South Asia and author of over a
dozen books on politics and
personalities of the region, ar-
rived here Sunday at the invi-
tation of Foreign Minister
Azad. Foreign Secretary CM
Shafi Sami received the distin-
guished historian. who cur-
rently chairs the Soulh Asian
of the Institute of International
Studies and Overseas Pro-
gramme of UCLA at the airport.

The foreign minister, who
met Prof Wolpert about two
years ago in Los Angeles, re-
uested him to write a book on
the Bangabandhu. Azad said he
has already communicated the
message (Prof Wolpert's deci-
sion to write a book on Banga-
bandhu) to Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina. The Prime
Minister asked all concerned to
make available~everything
needed for the purpose, he said.

Azad said Prof Woelpert, who
is the guest of the Foreign Min-
istry, has already done quite a
bit of home work, but can only
start his work on the new book
on the leader of Bangladesh af-
ter he finishes his current as-
signment — a biography on Ma-
hatma Gandhi.

Prol Wolpert presented Azad

with (wo books.

Meanwhile, the visiting
professor went to Tungipara
earlier in the day to'pay homage
lo the Bangabandhu. Accom
panied by Foreign Secretary
Shafi Sami and Press Secrelary
to the Prime Minister Jawadul
Karim. Prof Wolpert saw the
yrogress of work of the Banga-
yandhu Mausoleum, went

round the ancestral home of the

Bangabandhu, the school he at-

tended and the present home of

the Bangabandhu's family
members.

Prof Wolpert, who took sev-
eral pictures of the leaders an-
cestral home and the neigh-
bourhood, also. talked with
some villaFers. Two family
members of Bangabandhu in-
cluding Sheikh Helaluddin MP
accompanied the professor.

Foreign Secretary Shafi
Sami, who was present during
the
Wolpert and Azad. said he has
come to know that the distin-
guished historian has. made
considerable stucdy on the polit-
ical history of Bangladesh. The

_ foreign secretary said he was

convinced through his talks
with the visitor that
Wolpert has undertaken a pro-
ject to write a book on the
Bangabandhu and contempo-
rary history of Bangladesh.

The 73-year-old historian,
who spent several years in the
region both to study and teach,
will call on Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina before he leaves
on Friday on completion of his
visit.

The foreign minister said
Prof Wolpert is expected to visit
Bangladesh again to collect ma-
terials for the book on the
leader.

Abul Hasan Chy

hosts dinner
By Staff Correspondent

State Minister [or Foreign
Affairs Abul Hasan Chowdhury
yesterday hosted an Eid re-
union dinner at his official res-
idence.

Law Minister Abdul Matin
Khasru, Political Adviser 1o the
Prime Minister SA Malek and
all state ministers were present
on the occasion.

Members of the diplomatic
corps, officials of the ministry
of foreign aflairs. senior news-
men and elite of the city at-
tended the function.

Qulkhwani

The Qulkhwani or vahirul
Alam Chowdhury, Wardmaster
ol Chittagong Medical College
and Hospital, will be held at his
village home Charkhagaria,
Satkania under Chittagong
district after Asr prayers loday,
reporis BSS.

Jahirul died of a heart attack
at his village home on January
10 and was buried at his family
graveyard the same day.

He was 54 and is survived by
his wife, two sons, one daughter
and a host of relatives,

Hijack alert

From page 1

edly obtained 'permission’ from
Bangladesh High Commission
in I&cw Delhi to attend the
Biswa Ejtema in Dhaka, They
reportedly had Israeli passports
and identified themselves as
Palestinian Arabs, the sources
said. ,

A BBC broadcast Tuesday
night said that Indian intelli-
sennce authorities claimed to
ave foiled a planned hijack of
a Biman alrcraft from India
and that 11 Dhaka-bound pas-
sengers were detained. They
were carrying Iranian pass-
ports and were of Afghan ori-
gin,

In its afternoon broadcast
esterday, BBC sald there was a
ijack alert at Subash Bose

Airport again after the deten-
tion ol the ‘lranians’ as an
anonymous caller told the air-
port authorities that il ‘they are
not released a Bangladesh Bi-
man aireraft would be hi-

Jacked'.

“Indain arm{ commandos
were de%luycd at the alrport.
The Biman flight had how-
ever landed at Zia Interna-
tional Airport on Tuesday but
passengers alleged that they
were subjected to harassment

while Boarding the alreraft, the
BBC reported.

One gets 17 yrs
RI for possessing
illegal arms
in Barguna

BARGUNA, Jan 12: A court
here today sentenced a man to
17 years rigorous imprison-
ment (RI) for possessing illegal
arms, reports UNB.

According to the prosecu-
tion, police arrested Yousuf, 35,
of Charduani in Patharghata
thdna on May 30, 1998, on
charge of possessing illegal
arms.

On the basis of his confes-
sional statement. police recov-
ered two pipeguns and three bul-
lets from a pond at Motherkhal
village.

After examining the wit-
nesses and records. First Sub-
judge and Assistant Sessions
Judge Golam Monju awarded
the punishment.

Motorcyclist killed
in Bagerhat road
accident

BAGERHAT, Jan 12: A mo-
torcyclist was killed and his
companion critically in‘r=¢d In
an accident on Bagerha'-Piro-
jpur road in Kachua thana on

Tuesday, reports BSS.
Witnesses said the accident

took place at about 7 pm at
Bhandarkhola when a Bager-
hat-bound bus coming from

Pirojpur knocked down the mo-
torcyclists on the road.

'Govl to bring
down population
growth rate in
current fiscal year’

The government has decided
to reduce the population growth
ralc to 1.2 per cent from 1.6 per
cent by bringing in 71 per cent
able ccuples from existing &1
per cent under [amily planning
programme In the current fi-
nancial year, reports BSS.

The decision was taken at a
meeting held in the conference
room of the Health Minist
with Health and Family Wel-
fare Minister Shetkh Fazlul
Karim Selim in the chair,

State Minister for Health
and Family Welfare Prof. Dr M
Amanullah, Health Secrttu:‘y
Syed Alamgir Faruq Chowd-
huri;. Director Gencral of Fam-
{ly Planning Directorate Diraj

umar Nath and project direc-
tors of the Famlly Planning
Sector. among others, were pre-
sent.

meeling between Prof

Prof
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Iraq to allow JAEA

~ inspection

BAGHDAD, Jan 12: Iraq an-

nounced Wednesday it had
agreed to allow the Interna-
tional Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA) to carry oul first in-

spection inside the country in
more than a year, .

A team of Inspectors would
be allowed to carry out checks
of Iraql facilitles over a week
from January 21, forelgn min-
istry under-secretary Nizar
Hamdoun told AFP.

The inspections are part of
world-wide monitoring of nu-
clear facilities by the Vienna-
based United Nations agency
and not directly part of thhe
stormy UN campaign to disarm
Iraq in the aftermath of the
1991 Gulf War,

Baghdad had given a
"favourable answer to a request
from the IAEA in the frame-
work of the nuclear Non-Prolif-
eration Treaty,” Hamdoun said.
In 1969, Iraq signed the treaty
under which inspections are
held as part of safeguard obliga-
tions.

“The team sent by the IAEA
wi ! have four or five members
and will carry oul routine activ-
ities in Iraq.” Hamdoun said.

IAEA inspections In Iraq
have been halted since Decem-
ber 1998, when Britain and th:
United States launched a brief
air war to punish Baghdad for
failing to cooperate with UN
disarmament inspectors.

The IAEA, which was also
involved in the UN campaign in
Iraq alongside the UNSCOIA
special commission on disar-
mament, declared in October
1998 that it had found no evi-
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dence that Irag had produced
nuclear weapons, despite a ma-

jor nuclear weapons

ro-
gramimne, or was now capabﬂ: of
produdnﬁ:uch Weapons.

In its last report to the Secu-
rity Council in October, 1999,
the IAEA sald It had recelved no
information from Iraq since
the previous December.

e director general of the
IAEA, Mohamed Elbaradel,
wrote that there was "no techni-
cal impediment” to the agency’s
resuming work on monitoring
Iraq's compliance with UN res-
olutions.

But, he sald, at present the
IAEA "is unable to provide any
measure of assurance of Iraq's
compliance.”

A week earlier the lAEA
called for “greater trans-
parency” from Irag on its nu-
clear capacity, and urged it to
allow international Inspec-
tions to resume “without delay.”

After a year-long stand-off,
the UN Security Council on De-
cember 17 approved a new US-
British backed resolution cov-
ering sanctions and arms in-
spections in Iraq.

Resolution 1284 disbanded
UNSCOM and offers Baghdad a
temporary lifting of sanctions
if it cooperates with a news
arms y. UNMOVIC. It also
lifts the ceiling on Iraqgi oil ex-
ports and streamlines the im-
port of humanitarian aid.

But Baghdad has vowed not
to implement the new resolu-
tion unless its contents are
modified.

NEW DELHI. Jan 12: India
sald Wednesday it would only
resurmne flights to Nepal once it
was confident of security at
Kathmandu's main airport, the
origin of the Christmas Eve hi-
jacking of an Indian Airlines
Airbus, reports AFP.

"Indian Airlines flights to
Kathmandu will remain can-
celled until security is fully up-
graded there,” Civil Aviation
Minister Sharad Yadav said in
New Delhi.

"We cannot compromise on
the security of passengers even
+ il we have to face losses,” Yadav
lold reporters, adding n:~~lia-
tions were underway with Nepal
for the introduction of a series
of security measures in Kath-
mandu.

| Resumption of Indian flights
to Nepal depends on
fool-proot security

The steps. including the in-
troduction of on-board air mar-
shals, were being discussed and
finalised between the aviation
ministry and federal security
and police agencies, the avia-
tion minister said.

India is currently awaiting a
full report fron: a Nepalese task
jurce which is separately prob-
ing the December 24 hijacking.

India froze civilian airlinks
with Nepal following the hi-
jacking on December 24 of
flight 1IC814 en route from
Kathmandu to Delhi by five
armed Mulsim militants.

The Airbus hijackjn% ended
December 31 at Kandahar air-

ort in Afghanistan when India
reed three pro-Kashmir mili-
tants in a swap for the 160
hostages on board the plane.

TOKYO, Jan 12: A Japanese
man who tried to blow up a ura-
nium processing plant and the
site ol the country’'s worst nu-
clear accident has admitted lo
being involved in two other ex-
plosions lasl year. news reports
said Wednesday, reports AFP.

Tatsufumi Oshiba. 39, said
he was involved in an explosion
at JR Urawa Station, north of
Tokyo. on December 27 that
injured one man, Kyodo News
saild quoting police officials.
The bomb was placed in a
locker.

The man was also suspected
of hiding a bomb that exploded
in a garbage bag aboard a bullet
train stopped at a Central
Japan Railway Co. train deEot
in Settsu, Osaka on December
24. Kyodo said. Nobody was in-
jured in that blast.

Woman politician

jailed in India

NEW DELHI, Jan 12: An In-
dian court on Wednesday sen-
tenced a provincial woman
politician to seven years in
prison on charges of corrup-
tion, the Press Trust of India
(PT1) reported, says AFP.

Judge S. Sambandam an-
nounced the verdict against G.
Malliga, who was a legislator of
the tﬁen ruling AIADMK party
in the southern state of Tamil
Nadu from 1991-96, .

The judge accused her of
"amassing ill-gotten wealth” to-
talling 550,000 dollars durin
the five-year period, and sai
prosecutors had proved her

uilt under the Prevention of
Corruption Act "beyond rea-
sonable doubt.”

Malliga, who was led away
by jail officials after the verdict
but can appeal in a higher court,
was also asked by the judge to

ay a fine of 100.000 rupees
2.325 dollars) or undergo an
additional year in prison.

Details of the corruption
charges against Malliga were
not immediately available.

The same judge had last
month sentenced a former
Tamil Nadu minister, Nagoor
Meeram, and his wife to three
years of hard labour in prison
on charges of accumulating
“wealth disproportionate fto
known sources ol income.”

Barak says no peace
deal without Assad

cities of Anshan,
Shenyang, Liaoyang and Dan-
dong.

White man opens

man Wednesday o
bus carrying blac
in South Africa's capital Preto-

N-plant bomb suspect in Japan
admits to other blasts: rennrts

The man was arrested on
Tuesday for attempting to blow
up both himself and the plant
run by JCO Co. Ltd. in
Tokaimura, 120 kilometres
northeast of Tekyo.

A tolal 126 peoplc werc ex-
posed to radiation in the leak at
Tokaimura on September 30,
which was classed as the
world's worst nuclear disaster
since Chernobyl in 1986

More than 320.000 people
had to shelter at home for more
than a day.

The accident was caused
when three workers used steel

buckets to pour excessive
amounts of uranium into a
tank, an illegal operation

which sparked a critical nu-
clear reaction.

One of the three workers died
in late December from injuries
caused by the massive radiation
exposure.

Earthquake jolts
Chinese province

BEIJING, Jan 12: An earth-
quake measurinF 5.1 on the
Richter scale jolted Liaoning
province in northern China
Wednesday. injuring four peo-
ple and destroying 400 homes,
state media said, reports AFP.

The tremor hit the area be-
tween Xiuyan Manchu Au-
tonomous county and Haicheng
city in Liaoning at 7:43 a.m.
(1743 BST), the official Xinhua
news as:ency quoted the China
Seismological Bureau as say-
ing.

The four injured sufiered
slight injuries. an official in
Pianling county near the epi-
center told AFP.

An estimated 2,000 people
are believed to have been made
homeless. .

The bureau reported the ?la
centre was located at 40.5 de-
rees north latitude and 123.1

eg_rr:s east longitude.
mors were also felt in the
Panjing,

fire in S. African
bus, kills three

PRETORIA. Jan 12: A white
ned fire In a
commuters

JERUSALEM, Jan 12: Israeli
Prime Minister Ehud Barak
said Wednesday he does not en-
visage a peace deal with Syria
before its President Hafez al-
Assad becomes involved in the
negotiations, reports AFP.

‘President Assad will have
to come to meet with us and
President (Bill) Clinton in order
to solve some of the toughest is-
sues that might remain,” Barak
said in an interview with CNN
television. '

“| cannot predict when that

will happen but | cannol con-
celve an agreement or a deal
struck belore we meet with
Presidents Assad and Clinton.”

ria. shooting dead three people
and wounding four, police .
reports AFP.

"A male boarded the bus as
all the passengers got on and
opened fire, fatally wounding
the driver and two female pas-

sengers,” police spokesman
Morne van Wyk told AFP.
Four people were wounded.

one criticaly, in the attack, in
the eastern suburbs of the capi-
tal, he said.

The attacker escaped on foot,
he added.

“The motive is unknown, but
we are investigating all .
bilities. Including a racial one.”
he sald.
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