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Dry weather may continue

Prevailing dry weather is likely to continue over the country

with partly cloudy sky
hours till 6 pm today, repo
Moderate to thick fog ma
morning while prevailing col
and Khulna divisions and In
Sitakunda, Met Office predicted.

over Chittagong region during the next 12
rts UNB.

occur across the cnunt.rKnin the
wave may continue over

shahi
the region of Srimongal and

No appreciable ch in night temperature Is expected over the
muntrypgurmg the perltgd. bu?:ﬂght temperature may fall in the

bsequent two days, it lorecast. .
o Ts;g country's highest temperature 26.8 d Celsius was
recorded lyestcrday at Sylhet and the lowest 6.7 degrees at
Srimongal. .

The sun sets in the capital today at 5.27 pm and rises on
Saturday at 6.43 am.

Maximum and minimum temperatures and humidity recorded

in some major cities and towns yesterday were :

City/Town Temperature Humidity In

i in Celslus Lage

Max Min Morning Evening

Dhaka 174 12.0 97 8
Chittagong 26.2 13.7 7 66
Rajshahi 20.6 08.5 E R 80
Khulna 238 09.5 88 73
Barisal 24.3 10.0 2 3 78
Sylhet | 26.8 11.2 66 |
Cox's Bazar 26.4 143 86 73

HERE and

THERE

OISCA int'l
(Japan)

Lion Benajir Ahmed, a noted
social worker, was elected
chairman of OISCA Interna-
tional (Japan) Bangladesh Na-
tional Chapter, at an election
held vesterday at Gulshan Club
in the city yesterday, says a
press release.

OISCA International with
its headquarters in Japan,.a UN
affiliated organisation havin
its branches all over the worl
is working for environment

and development. Beside these
OISCA Bangladesh is running
two training centres at Nars-
ingpur, Savar from where eve
year 300 boys & girls are given
year practical training on agri-
culture, poultry, fisheries and
other sectors by the Japanesc
instructors,

CLASS

Children Leukemia Assis-
tance and Support Services
(CLASS) on the occasion of Eid-
ul-Fitr yesterday distributed
cash ang among children
suffering from leukemia and
undergoing treatment In
Bangabandhu Medical Univer-
sity Hospital, reports UND.

CLASS executive mnember Dr

Rawnak Jahan, Caxt Shaeen |

igbal, Mahbub Alam, M
Azharul Islam and Dr Afiqul Is-
lam were present during distri-
bution of the gifts at the Isola-
tion Ward of the hospital.
CLASS. formed to support
the child leukemia patients and
their families, set up an 'Isola-
tion Ward' with ‘Play Corner’ in
the Leukemia Unit of Chit-
tagong Medical College Hospital
and provided assistance to 50
children for their treatment.

Nadira Shahid. wife of Kazi
Waliur Rashid, died on Decem-
ber 31, 1999 at a hospital in
Kuwait. Her dead body will
reach Dhaka today. says a press
release.

1]

She left behind a daughter, a
host ol relatives and admirers
to mourn her death.

Her namaz-e-fjanaza will be
held at the Dhanmondi Road No
7 mosque after Jumma prayers
and she will be buried at the
Azimpur graveyard today.

n T K

Mohammad Ab-
dul Hye, a re-
tired joint sec-
retary and ex-
member of the
Public Service
Commission
(PSC), died at
his Dhanm-
ondi residence
on January 5.
He was 72, says a press release.

He left behind two daughter,
one son and a grand-daughter
and relatives and admirers to
mourn his death.

His qulkhwani will be held
on Monday, after Asr prayers at
his residence at 268A/1 (new

47). Road No 27, Dhanmondi
R/A.

r——
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Shailendra Kishore Chowd-
hury, a teacher of Bulbul
Academy of Fine Arts (BAFA)
died at his residence on January
5. He was 66, says a press
release.

Moon sighting

committee
meets today

A meeting of the National
Moon Sighting Committee will
be held at 5 pm today at the con-
ference room of the Islamic
Foundation, reports UNB.

The committee req
concerned to Emvide informa-
tion about sighting of the holy
Shaowal moon on the day from
any parts of the country over
telephone and fax numbers
given below or by any other
means.

Phone numbers: 9559493,
9555947, 9555951, 9550280,
9559643, 9556407 and 9558337,

fax no. 9563397. These tele-.

phnr'le numbers will be, used
only' tq receive Y@formlation
about moon sighting, not to
provide the same.

The committee has urged all
not to ring over these phones to
know whether or not the moon

is sighted as arrangements have

only been made to inform the
people as early as possible
through radio and television,
the release added.

Dacoity at
newsman’s

- house

By Staff Correspondent
Dacoits took away gold or-
naments weighing about 35
ounce, cash and valuables from
g}:.-t ‘I_vllrpur resi{giencc of the
ef Reporter of Bangla dail
Prothom Alo last nightg' 4
Eight persons knocked the
door of Arun Karmakar's resi-
dence at 1/15 Mirpur Section 6
about 7:45 pm and sald they
were from the NGO where his
wife Jharna Mukharjee works.
As soon as Jharna opened
the door, they stormed into the
house, tied up her and a servant
and decamped with the valu-

ables and about Tk 7000, police
sald.

Death anniversary

uested all-

|

¥ Chehlum

By Staff Correspondent

The echehlum of ﬁfed Mah-
bubul Haque (Benu will be
held at his Magura resi on

Mag W -
Ma .M 1 Haque died
colon cancer {n Dhaka on

N“",IE'O“M iﬁ lt’le was 72.

marx the occasion a mi-
lad mahfit will be held after the
Asr prayers on the day. Rela-
well-wishers have
sted 16 attend and

tives
been e

freedom fighter

The 24th death anniversary
of Mohammad Sirajuddin,
founder of Modhumita Cinema
Hall and Modhumita Group of

Industries, will be obs to-
IMorrow, says a press release.

Mohammad Sirajuddin died
on January 8 in 1976.

Qulkhwani
Ahg:tllkf:tﬁrenn! for Mtohltildudcl:l
p € g

. e youngest po t
and president then East
Pakistan Chhatra Union, will

Sangbad, A,Z M a
.l‘hea':gn.il Ed‘tur-irﬁ%

a8 e et S
RailAna Akﬁerm wife
of Mohiuddin Ahmed, has re-
quaatcc:l hls“re!atlm. giend!.

colleagues an our-
E:llsts to attend the nﬂlilld at
House No. 68 Kakrall and pray
for salvation of the departed
roul. according to a press re-
ease.

The city experienced severe traffic
was taken from Hare Road area.
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10,000 opposition activists
arrested in '99: Odhikar

By Staff Correspondent

Opposition political ac-
tivists passed difficult days last
year as the government showed
a high level of Intolerance to-
wards political opponents and
extensively used the controver-
slal Speclal Powers Act against
them,

As a result of so many
rests, the human ri
tion in over crowd
riorated severely,

These were revealed In the
annual report released by a
Dhaka based human rights
coalition called Odhikar. Ac-
cording to the report, some 10
thousand kggi}os tion activists
WEre arres n 1999. "Of them,
some two thousand were ar-
rested under the SPA, 1974."

Besides, some 70 opposition
rallles came under attack either
from police or by the ruling
party activists last year, the re-
port says.

Arrest of so many people
severely affected the living con~
ditions in prisons. According to
a government estimate, coun-
try's 80 jalls — nine central
jalls, 55 district jails and 16
risons — have a
capacity to house 23,942 in-
mates. "But on an average, some
62 thousand people were there
in 80 jails in 1999, the Odhikar
report says, drawing a conclu-
sion that human rights of in-
mates was the prime casualty.

Of the inmates, the number
of convicts wae 14,167 while the
number of under trial prisoners
was some 46 thousand. The
number of detained persons was
more than oné thousand, while

ar-
ts situa-
jalls dete-

16 of them were female, |
The jalls contained inmates
more than double their capac-
ity, but annual budget for the
prisons, formulated on the ba-
sis of usual capacity, was not
increased, '
In 1998-99 financial year,
the budget for the prisons was
Tk 90 crore that included
salaries and allowances of
seven thousand officers and
employees of the jalls on the
one hand and food, clothes and
medicines for the Inmates on
the other.
The Odhikar report observe
that the budget allocated for the
sons were not even adequate
o provide the inmates with
standard food, let alone other

thh‘}Eﬂ. .

“Also the Inmates are still
deprived of their right to fran-
chise. Odhikar found the phe-
nomenon a major violation of
fundamental rights of citizens
on part of the state.

n 1999, a total of 49 people
were tortured to death by vari-
ous law enforcing agencies, the
Odhikar report says, adding
that police continued to adopt
various illegal means includ
electric shock, uprooting nails,
hitting at various joints of one's
body and so on during interro-
gations, |

The incidents of repression
against women was on rise.

A total of 835 women were
raped in 1999. Of them, 10 were
raped by policemen. Sixty seven
women died as do victims,
while some 153 women sus-
tained acid burns.

Bangladesh
Chapter of
Press Foundation
of Asia formed

The Bangladesh Chapter of
the Press Foundation of Asia
(PFA) has been formed with
Mahbubul Alam, Editor of the
Independent and Igbal Sobhan
Chowdhury, Editor of
Bangladesh Observer as Presi-
dent and General Secretary re-
spectively, reports UNB.

Other office bearers are:
vice-presidents Moazzem Hos-
sain, Editor of the Financial
Express and Zakaria Khan, Edi-
tor of the Banglabazar Patrika.

joint-secretaries Harun Habib,

acting chiefl editor of BSS and
Farid Hossain, bureau chief of
AP in Dhaka and treasurer
Chapal Bashar, special corre-
spondent of the Independent.

A council of advisors has
been formed with Barrister
Mainul Hossain, Chairman of
Board of Editors of the Daily It-
tefaq and the New Nation, emi-
nent columnist A B M Musa,
Toab Khan, Advisory Editor of
the Janakantha, Bazlur Rah-
mar, acting editor of the Daily
tullaf®
ef of

Weekly Holiday, Rahat Khan,
acting editor of the Ittefaq.
Mahfuz Anam, Editor of Thc
Daily Star. Kazi Shahcd
Ahmed, Editor of the Ajker
Kagoj, Golam Sarwar, Editor of
the Daily Jugantar. Enayetul-
lah Khan, Chief Editor of UNB.
Motiur Rahman, Editor of the
Daily Prathom Alo, AM M Ba-
hauddin, Editor of the Daily
Inquilab. Benazir Ahmed, act-
ing editor of the Daily Bhorer
Kagoj, Matiur Rahman Chowd-
hury, Editor of the Daily Man-
abjamin, Syed Kamaluddin,
Correspondent of Far Eastern
Economic Review, Hassan
Shahriar, President of Com-
monwealth Journalists Associ-
ation, Bangladesh chapter and
Adv Gaziul Huq, Chairman of
Press Institute of Bangladesh.
The Press Foundation of
Asia is an international organ-
isation of leading publishers
and editors of Asla-Pacific
countries with its headquarters
in Manila. Founded in 1967,
PFA has been working to pro-
mote journalism In this region
by conducting training pro-
grammes, seminars and work-
shops. It operates the feature
service known as Depthnews.

‘Red Army’

From page |
arrive by rickshaws, baby-
taxis, rickshaw vans and cars

wilh their luggage, two or three
kults from thelir vantage point
immediately cordon you and
start escorting your vehicle
right up to up to the terminal,

- At the terminal, the kulls
ask the passengers to get out of
the vehicle and insist on'carry-
ing their luggage in to the await-
ing motor launches as a matter
0

right, so to say.
They

out of the thin air, as It were,
inside vessels that apparently
have no vacant seat. ‘ﬁne floors
or the decks of all the vessels
have been alread
pled by rows o
spread on the passengers’ seats,

e desperate home-bound pas-
sengers are now forced to 'buy
the seat’, notwithstanding thelr
tickets, which happen to be un-
der the jurisdiction of the ‘Red

An%)’r'.

e kulis again compel the
Fasaenﬁcrs to buy a single space
seat) for anything between Tk

- 30 and Tk,300. The only alter-
native is to spend the entire
travelling time on roof-tops of
the launches.

Once the payable amount Is
settled, the kulis realise their
dues for carrying the luggage
and man g the coveted seat
for you. The amount varies
from Tk 50 to Tk 300 or more
depending on the size of the

~trowd already on board, the size
ofyour family and your bar-

gaining capacity,
Men of fhe tﬁcd Army’ do all
these in connivance with the
olice, the men of the
angladesh Water Transport
Authority, Bangladesh Water
Trans Corporation and the
Officials and staff of the motor
vessels, sald one of the ‘red-
shirts’. The men In the red are

artnlera in progress to all of
b

'Finding no other alternatives, people are travelling on roof of bus to get home before Eid.

\

— Star phote

‘manage’ seats for you

been occu-*
bed sheels.
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Cabinet

From page 1

sentation in the council of min-
isters from the northern dis-
tricts. Six new ministers were
added to the three existirlg ones
from the region.

Redistribution of portfolios
was learnt to have caused some

despair among influential min-
isters like Tofail Ahmed, Syeda
Sajeda Choudhury, Zillur
Rahman, Mohammad Nasim
and Matia Choudhury.

Salahuddin Yusuf, who has
been made a minister without
portfolio, had been stripped of
his health portfolio, reportedly
feels like the 'worst victim of
the latest changes'.

The changes also caused
frustration for former Home
Minister Major (Retd) Rafiqul
Islam. who had been made min-
ister without portfolio, ever
since his portfolio was given to
Nasim, some 10 months ago. He
has long been expecting a
‘ministerial responsibility’,
sources close to him said.

One rumour has it that min-
ister Rafilq had submitted his
resignation a few days ago. The
minister was not available for
comment until last night. An
aide of the minister at his offi-
cial residence said last night
that the minister was ‘there but
not willing to talk to the press.

Suranjit Senguplta, hitherto
an adviser to the Prime Minis-
ter, has been given the rank.
status and pecuniary benefits
that a cabinet minister is enti-
tled to, thus removing his long
standing dissatisfaction. But it,
however, did not happen untill
after the latest changes in the
Cabinet,

On Tuesday, the government
announced that Sengupta would
enjoy all the benefits of a Cabi-
net minister. Three other ad:
visers to the PM had been given
the rank and status of cablinct
ministers at the time of their
appointment .

Biman hikes

From pa}ge 12

pilots, the sources said.

Biman pilots had been agi-
tating following expiry of the
MOU in June 1998 and stopped
flying extra hours from Decem-
ber 1 last year, leading to dis-
ruption in Biman flight sched-
ules.

In recruitment of pilots,
preference would be given to
those having commercial li-
cence and extra flylng hours in
their logs, with experience in
handling equipment, This will
enable former Alr Force men
and other pilots to Ijmn the Bi-
man, the sources sald.

But all in Biman are not
happy even after the decisions,
the sources sald. Moves are un-
derway by certain quarters who
are lobbying for a change in the
management, particularly re-
placement of its Managing Di-
rector,

They are accusing the MD ol
curbing union activities in Bi-
man, which fe trying to find a
partner to offload its 49 per cent

| shares by this year,

s =i i, Hlonai R

'i'

Assaulted woman

From page 1
tion of the case after it was filed
yesterday, Hannan Khan, DC of
DB told The Daily Star last
night.

The DB will seek fresh re-
mand for the accused and set
those free, who would be found
innocent, the DC said.

Asked about Mamun.
Mokhtar and Taher, the DC
said. "Mamun and Mokhtar
have been accused by the vic-
tim”. The victim could not
identify Taher and Jewel, the
DC said

"Nobody came to save her.
police said, quoting her state-
ment registered with the DB.
Except the police, everybody as-
saulted her, she is learnt to
have told the pslice.

Asked whether Mamun,
Mokhtar and their friend Taher
rescued her first and then
handed her over to police, she
said. she had fainted during the
process of assault and found
herself inside a police van,
from where she was picked up
by [riends

AC Toulik of DB and his

arty rescued her from the spot
with the help of Zillur, Laltu
and some others, DB olflicials
said last night quoting police

Fog

From page |
vesterday to dense fog in the.
morning.
Along with the fog, a cold

wave continued to sweep the
country. The lowest tempera-
ture of 6.7 degree Celsius was
recorded at Srimangal, the Me-
teorological Department said,

The northern districts bore
the brunt of the cold wave where
temperatures fell below 10 C,
making life difficult for the
poor,

In the city, the minimum
temperature was recorded at 12
C. Sun did not shine before mid
day. When it broke through the
dense fog, a vell of mist still
clouded it, leaving city dwellers
out on the street on the last
working day before the Eid
holidays.

The day's minimum tem-
peratures were recorded at 7.2 C
in Jessore, 7.6 C In Satkhira. 8
C In Chuadanga and Ishurdi,
8.5 C in Rajshahi, 9 C in Dina-
jpur, 9.3 C in B%gra‘ 94 C In
Rangpur, 9.6 C in ur, 9.5 C
in Khulna, 10 C in sal , 10.8
C in Bhola, 10.8 C in Faridpur,
10.3 C in Tangaill, 11 C in ly
mensingh, 10.8 C in Comilia,
106 C in Fenl and 11.2 C in
Sylhet,

The Met office said in its
forecast for today that dry
weather would continue all over
the country with a partly cloudy
sky over Chittagong. There may
be moderate to thick fog in the

morning.

The cold wave may continue
in Rajshahi and Khulna divi-
sions and in Srimangal and
Sitakundu regions. The night
temperature may fall further In
the next 48 hours beginnlng
from 6 p.m. today, it sald,

hooo i

[indings.
Mamun and Mokhtar, how-
ever. claimed to have rescued

her earlier and handed her to
the police. The victim. however,
denied this.

Zillur and Laltu were his
friends, with whom she came to
the TSC on that night and were
also present at the DB office
when she was recording her
statement before the police.

Sunny, brother-in-law of
Zillur, was also with them on
that night, she said,

On the night of December 31,
she along with the family of
Zillur and friends, went round
streets of Dhaka city till about
10:00 pm.

Later, Zillur and his friend
Laltu and brother-in-law
Sunny took her for a ride in and
around the city areas.

At one point they came to
Doyel Chattar with a plan to go
to the TSC. Soon after they
reached the TSC. the gang
started molesting her, she said,
adding her companions could
not save her even after repeated
cries for help.

She wondered why no reli-
gious political organisation
protested against publication of
photographs during the holy
month of Ramadan, police said
quoting the victim.

Other suspects, however,
were yet to be arrested, police
said adding, their team had
been sent to Bogra. which was
still looking for Russel.

Sena Kalyan
Sangstha stipend

Sena Kalyan Sangstha has
invited applications for school
and madrassah level stipend
for the year 2000 from children
of relieved or retired armed
forces personnel, an ISPR press
release said, reports BSS.

Children studying in various
classes in school and madras-
sahs who obtained 40 per cent
and above marks are eligible
for application but not more
than two members of a family
at a time will apply for the
stipend In all level.

Prescribed application
forms could be collected from
all District Armed Services
Boards and Sena Kalyan
Sangstha's Head Office at Sena
Kalyan Bhaban, 195, Motijheel
C/A by showing pension or dis-
charge certificates. The last
date for submission of duly-
filled application al District
Armed Services Board is March

20,
Better breeds

J From page |
lests, while the private sector
producers should also begin
selling Sourav and Gourab
seeds shortly.

Farmers produced a record
two million metric tons of
wheat last year in Bangladesh.

However, experts anticipate o,
drop In production this year..\ :

since larmers planted thelr
{elds later than normal.

UK envoy laments

From page |
is not a secret. The unhappiness
has been expressed in the donor
meet held in Dhaka last
September and will also come
up at the Paris meeting in April
next,” Walker said.

The envoy said, the matter of
corruption at all levels of the
society has attained alarming
proportions. In tackling cor-
ruption, the government has to
give the lead.

"Corruption,” he said, “is so
widespread that bribes are often
required to do business or to ob-
tain even basic services such as
health care in Bangladesh.”

“Purchasing policies and
tendering processes have to be
above board. There has to be
complete transparency.,” he
said.

Walker commented:
"Development Partners would
no longer accept corruption
anywhere in the world. .The
matter ol corruption will defi-
nitely figure high in the agenda
in the next April's Donor meet.”

Leafing through the
‘Country Strategy Paper”™ for
Bangladesh prepared by the De-
partment for International De-
velopment (DFID) of his coun-
try. the British diplomal
pointed out that several areas of
governance and Institutional
issues were of concern to Great
Britain, which incidentally
treats Bangladesh as its second
largest development partner.

The key issues identified in
the public DFID document are
the dominance of a small elite
in politics, business and gov-
ernment; a fragile democracy,
with a fractious political pro-
cess driven more by personal
and inter-party rivalry than by
issues’ despite Mdenin% politi-
cal participation; the lack of
effective representation of the
interests of the poor; politically
sponsored violence, especially
at local level: insufficient in-
formation, or transparency (o
enable the actions of ministers
and civil servants to be scruti-
nised effectively.

Other factors are: Limited
accountability of those in au-
thority, widespread corruption
and poorly performing institu-
tions.

Walker, also pointed to the
UNDP Human Development re-
port and the Mahbubul Haq
Human Index Report and said,
“Like other countries in the
Subcontinent, Bangladesh has
a long way to go. But as a well-
wisher of Bangladesh, I would
say, it has to do more and do
fast.”

“In my view, you have a re-
silient people. at is required
is total national commitment
and a complete dedication from
everybody, Your problems are
solvable and quick develop-
ment is possible.”

“If corruption and terrorism
gets out of hand, then it is very
difficult to move forward and
develop,” Walker cautioned.

When asked to comment re-
arding the reaction given by

e Ministry of Forelgn Affairs
on his recenﬂ{' reported re-
marks, David Walker replied:
“What | said was ‘not Interfer-
ence’. 1 was simply making
some observations. And the
same points have been made,
time and again, by other donors
and agenciea including the
World Bank and in various re-
ports and country strategy pa-
pers.”

On the law and order situa-
tion, Walker sald: Anyone read-
ing the newspapers knows the
position,

He said, he had discussions
with the Home ministry and the
police, and may be in future,
something could be worked out
for purposes of training of the
police.

"However, the most impor-
tant thing that is necessary is a
change in the attitude (of the
law enforcers) ,” he said.

David Walker said since the
concept of caretaker govern-
ment was now an nco?tcd idea,
it could perhaps be developed

Hlurther.

He also poihled out that ev-
eryone agreed that devolulion|
of the powers of government |
was good and more devolution
of power to local government
should take place, People would
have more control over their
own lives and decisions and

there would be %‘catcr trans-
mcﬁ through the process of
u nn!

Speaking about bilateral re-
lations David Walker, who is
leaving Bangladesh after the
end of his diplomatic stint said,
“Our relations are generally
very good. We have extended co-
operative efforts in many
fields. They include health pro-
grammes, education, agricul-
turc, bridge-building, micro-
credit, and women’'s empower-
ment prn%:ammes. There has
been work in the domain of
what we call institutional
strengthening. We work both
with the government and the
NGOs. Our overall aim is to help
in the elimination of poverty in
Bangladesh.™

e said bilateral trade has
decreased slightly as the econ-
omy has also faced a setback.
He expressed optimism that
trade would pick up soon and
that the recent British Trade
Fair, the third, has been a great
SUCCESS.

The High Commissioner was
happy that the British Council
in Dhaka and Chittagong and a
small presence In Rajshahi
were able to contribute in mat-
ters of education and human
skills development. He was
happy to note that the British
Council was able to expand its
services with, for example, a
cyber centre and played a key
role in Dhaka and Chittagong
life.”

English language was mak-
ing a comeback. English. he
said, suffered a setback when it
was removed from official use,
and the present government
recognises it. The number of
students going to Britain every
year would be over 700, he said.

David Walker who has spent
36 years as a career diplomat
and has served in seven coun-
tries and in four continents as
career diplomat observed,
“Democracy is the best and
there is no alternative to
democracy.”

Drawing an analogy, he said,
the engine of the car may be
considered the parliament, the
steering wheel the government
and its fuel — election. The car
may move a short distance with
fueT. {.e after elections, but it
needs oll as a lubricant.

“Without the lubricating oil,
the car will overheat, seize up
and stop. The lubricant of
democracy is tolerance and I be-
lieve there is need for tolerance
to make democracy In
Bangladesh more workable.”

Bangladesh, he said, is a
country with great potential.
Bangladeshis are very welcom-
ing and friendly. And that iIs
not something that you will
find everywhere.

“‘My wife and 1 are very
committed to Bangladesh and
we will keep in touch with our
friends in London,” David
Walker said.

Medical board
for Alema
Bhashani

A six-member high level
medical board was formed yes-
terday for treatment of Na-
tional Awami Party (Bhasani)
chairman Alema Bhasani, wife
of late national leader Moulana
Abdul Hamid Khan Bhasani,
an official release said, reports
BSS.

Alema Bhasani is suffering

from cancer. :
State Minister for Health

and Family Welfare Dr M
Amanullah is the Chairman of
the Medical Board.

The Board has been formed
at the direction of Health and
Family Welfare Minister
Sheikh Fazlul Karim Selim, the
release added. 3 Ak

New assi gnment'é
for BNP leaders

Four BNP leaders were yes-
terday entrusted with specific
posts for better mglamﬂtlunal
activities, reports UNB.

The are: Major (rtd)
Haflzuddin Ahmed - Vice- '+
President, Nazimuddin Alam
MP — Information and Re-
search Secretary, Gilasuddin
Kader Chowdhury MP — Indus-
try Secretary and Shahidul H
Jamal MP — advisor to B
Chairperson Begum Khaleda
Zia, pl.l'i}' S0ouUrces said, : -
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