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Hunting hedonists in healers

Child abuse scenario in the country is still a cause of concern. The prj-—
mary step should be to bring cases to light and sensitise the people of this
moral hazard, writes A Maher

HILD abuse has become a

Mdcsgrcad phenomenon

over the last decade, espe-
cially in developing countﬁgg.
Fortunately some respite has
come for the beacons of the fu-

ture generation in the form of

NGOs. child-related charities

and firmer UNICEF backin ol
d%sh

this social issue. In Bangl
the scenario appears to beaan il-
lusive one with scores of cases
going unreported in apprehen-
sion ol social backiasﬁca. In a
sociely which is, still reluc-
tantly, advancing along with an
insensitive family of taboos
curbing this J)roblcm seems to
be done mostly in a hush-hush
manner. Terre des homme
(TDH) is an organisation tryin
to keep children out of reach o
this malice. Recently, it organ-
ised a two-day workshop, with
DFID funding through the
British Council here, on Re-
cruttment Practices for Organi-
sations Working with Children
at. The wnrksgop was facili-
tated by Paula Fitzgerald, Re-
;mitﬁﬂ:it 'ITa.liantr at End Child
rostitution, Pornography and
Trafficking [ECPAT'}E,: Enyﬁus-
tralian-based advocacy organi-
sation working with children.
Begun in 1993, ECPAT is dedi-
cated solely to combating sex-
ual exploitation of children
globally. It organises Choose
with Care workshops based on
the handbook Choose With Care
mean! for organisations work-
ing with children and outlining
recruilment techniques to mon-

itor entry of child abusers into
these establishments.

The workshop was designed
specifically to strengthen the
recruitment policies of the or-
ganisations here in Bangladesh
working with children.
Bangladesh is no longer an ex-
ception in child abuse cases
with “natural® child abusers
mingling freely amongst child
workers. The theme of the
workshop was to prevent child
abusers from getting access to
children by being recruited into
the organisations themselves.
"It is a problem that has to be
addressed and advocated to all
organisations in this field,”
maintained Oru Mohiuddin,
Programme Officer at TPD.

Existing loopholes in re-
cruitment practices in
Bangladesh could entice the
wrong people to take advantage.
Not many offices here are too
keen on giving their recruit-
mentl processes a second look in
terms of staff. This may not

rove too much of a headache
or commercial businesses or
trading houses; for organisa-
tions working with children it
was a lurking issue. It has been
found that child abusers larget

these organisations because b
becoming a part of the sta
there they come in closer con-
tact with children. So victimi-
sation is easy and goes unno-
ticed; the abuser is also some-
what “protected”™ from suspi-
cion in many instances.

A new and interesting idea
introduced in the workshop was

the "Aware Culture”. Many top-
ics were based on this "Aware”
theme which uses awareness as
a powerful counter-tool.

Suman Bhattacharya of
Concern (Bangladesh) works
with a lot of children. His job
specifically involves the mass
recruitment of teachers to teach
children in the junior age
groups. “This has come as quite
a surprise for me," he said.
“That child abuse can actually
be affected by the people we are
taking in is an altogether new
concept by itself.”

“Just think of a man work-
ing in an international child
organisation in a managerial
post,” recalled Fitzgerald from
a case study. "This man was
supposed to be doing work fit-
ting his job description but was
found mingling with children a
good deal of the time. He was
very amicable to them and
children in turn would become
quite fond of him. Little did
anyone suspect the heinous in-
tentions of this man as he pur-
sued his lustful pastime with
victim after victim. Fortunately
he was found out by the Interpol
who had been searching for him
and brought to the United
States to face a barrage of
charges of earlier child mo-
lestation and sexual abuse.”

it .seemed that awareness
had a big part to play in the sce-
nario ol Bangladesh. Scores of
cases of child abuse occur with-
out being reported and the rea-
sons for this secretive attitude
was attributed to a family of
myths. Fitzgerald warned of an
easy mirage that could surface.
"It is never easy getting con-
cepts. and specially introducing
newer ones, in a country where
strict taboos still exist for sub-

jects such as these; only when
the objectives of these work-
shops and seminars are mate-
rialised into reality will we see
results.”

Indeed complexities do en-
tangle themselves into an ad-
ministrative, social and cul-
tural grapevine. Children are
either too ashamed to tell of
their experiences or are threat-
ened into silence, as in many
cases, by their abusers. Adults
are also at fault, sometimes
covering incidernces to prevent
soctal retaliations. And that
could be a killer. But no; if
awareness is spread in the rir%ht
‘direction and pace the culprits
can, in the end, be brought to
book. It is such an issue that the
environment of the abused
(child) has to react and stimu-
late action against the abuser.
The child cannot be alone in
his/her agony and keep it sup-
pressed at the cost of immense
psychological pain. Strinfgcnt
recruitment techniques alone
may not be enough to stop an
abuser.

There are several common
methods which are followed for
tightening recruitment proce-
dures. Having access to a good
information network or
database of existing applicants
was one of-the ways to detect a
probable dbuser, Also there
wére different methods of test-
ing and interview routines
which help the organisation —
this type of “screening”™ was
weak in Bangladesh. Case stud-
ies were also reported and se-
lected carefully and even role
Ela‘i/mg the actual scenarios

ad a particularly interesting
touch. This routine actually
mirrored a significant aspect of
Bangladesh's attitude towards

. . extremely vulnerable to child abused

the problem — many were, nat-
urally, a bit uneasy to play des-
ignated roles.

Maybe this was why even
when a child had reported an
incidence, his elders would
have second thoughts on pursu-
ing the offender, who would be
further encouraged to continue
harming the child.

A person requesting
anonymity described how a
close friend, after twelve years
and at age twenty-five, confided
to him about childhood in-
stances of abuse. The partici-

ant also observed that in cases
er this it may well be the best
performing employee that be-
comes the child abuser. He (the
employee) enjoys the support of
his colleagues, has a strong po-
sition within the workplace
built over the years and in case
of an inquiry can easily escape
suspicion.

For Bangladesh the scenario
is still one of concern. The pri-

~mary step could be to bring

cases to light and make the
ublic more aware of this moral
azard. In a society balancing
poverty, illiteracy and eco-
nomic boom on precarious
scales neglecting this kind of
threat to its future generation
can spell catastrophe for the

nation. As Paula Fitzgerald of |

ECPAT . fittingly, maintained
there was no "magic solution”
to such an issue; but there was a
glaring conclusion — and that
was for Bangladesh to accom-
modate and force itself to ad-
dress this problem before it in-
duces a shearing effect on the
moral fabric of a susceptible
sociely already squinting at
such “side-issues” from its in-
dependence.

ILL Gates, the world’s
Brichest individual, and
founder-boss of Microsoft
company, better known for the
MS Windows computer
rogramme. appears to have
Eecome too business-minded
and money-oriented, obscuring
his technical genius. He does
not have to get richer; but leave
his richness behind to the
society. But now it seems he
may not be able to afford it. as
the US judiciary are probing his
business empire, on the suspi-
cion that he is not affording due
opportunity to his competitors
to play on a level field. Why
thwart other brilliant minds
from commercialising their
new products (if they dare to)?

e cause lies deeper. It is
the American philosophy of life
for cut-beat competition — 1o
wipe out competition. Is there
competition in Nature? The
WTO (World Trade Organisa-
tion) has been created for har-
monious business (as we find in
natural ecological balance),
with so much economic dispar-
ity around? There may be, but
ol a different kind. Here we are
facing materialistic competi-
tion. excluding two-thirds of
the earth’'s population, who are
too weak economically to com-
pete, or participate. There Is a
distorted view about capitalism
— the Western type — which
thrives on monopolies and In-
direct control of commerce. The
AT&T had to be broken up: now
the Windows has perhaps to be
broken down (not in Dhaka
style!).

The MS windows has per-
haps reached its limit (of ma-
nipulation, inside the circuit,
and in the outside world). It is
not going to be bigger or richer.
The windows software is al-
ready too complicated, for
which special and more power-
ful hardware has to be designed
and marketed, thcr;by i}:{:ﬂﬁ?ﬁ
ing business opportunitl
thgl sector to thrive and nrake
money (birds of feather flock
together).

In the USA the goods and
services are market and busi-

ness orlented — just too much of

it. There is no limit to the risec.
This tcndcnicy ’rcv;ala one
hilosophical tren
ﬁmﬂﬂml:u are fond of 1isIiNg
curves in the statistic €

——

to rise hi

the

hart; the
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{relaxing watching the second
glnﬂ aF the wauﬁl, push and

there is more ozone and less
oxygen. There should be no sta-
tus quo: there must be change
ALL the time (of course better
goods and services are pro-
vided).. The sky is not the limit.
The American goal is tough:
better than the best!

The planetary system Is also
changing, but in an evolution-
ary way, invisible to the life
span of a person. The scales are
different. The question arises,
why man has to accelerate the
scale (has anyone found the
right scale of change in the
man-made world)? y crowd
so much into a small life span
of a few score of years (ponder
on the so-called greenhouse ef-
fect)? Is it greed or benevolence?
The pace ol life in the precedin
centuries were slower, muc
slower, but it hardly affected
the inner quality of life, and the
God-man relationship. In the
communist or socialist regimes
life goes on; but what is that is
ticking: divine discontent or
something else? The politicians
and the visionaries through the
ages have been trying to find the
answer to Lhis seminal ques-
tion since the very beginning of
civilisation.

The same with the marvel-
lous human body, A miracle of
precise creation, self-pro-
grammed from the pre-birth
stage, and lasting a llletime,.
practically without mainte-
nance (the nearest best zero-
maintenance system avallable
on Earth). For repair of dam-
aged skin (due to burn or other
causes) a skin transplant is still

Bill Gates

Less transparent Windows

A M M A’abad looks at some philosophical aspects of American business

necessary; and man has not
been able to duplicate a hair or
a nail (why nails and hair grow
and have to be cut?). Al
(artificial intelligence) is the
rage in the laboratories, but
even the reconstruction of part
of the human brain’s functions
will need a large multi-storied
building to house the man-
made apparatus. So R&D is go-
ing on in neural computing
concepts [solicd-state versus
chemical processing in the liq-
uid medium. as in the human
body). "For seeking knowledge,
go to China" is the classical
proverb.

“Simple is beautiful” looks

like a simple sentence of taree
ordinary words used so much in
daily life. The situation starts
getting complicated once we
start trying to classify the two
words, followed by the innu-
merable definitions, for par-
ticular apé)lications. MS Win-
dows needs a large operating
table, besides a little mouse.
Look into the very large number
of temporary files created while
working with Windows, and the
complexities associated with
outward simplicity could be

vaguely guessed. If power and

speed are the media of life,
where are we going and why so
much in a hurry?

Sweet taste of a bitter

By Howard Youth,
Washington DC

. NLESS you have spent a
lot of time boating In

Amazonian backwaters,
the chances are that you have
never heard of the camu-camu
fruit. Soon, that may change.
The deep-red and bitter-tastinf.
walnut-sized fruit — official
known as Myrciaria dubia HB
McVaugh — Is now In demand
on three continents, and busi-
nessmen in Peru and Brazil are
planning to cultivate it,

The allure of this acidle little
fruit is vitamin C, and lots of it.
Camu-camu packs 65 times as
much ascorbic acid as a lemon.
The bush helunFs to the fruity
botanical family Myrtaceae,
which includes subtropical and
tropical fruits such as guava.
Just as guava is now familiar to
many consumers living outside
the tropics, camu-camu may
soon be tempting foreign
palates.

But there is more to camu-
camu than business profits and
much-needed income for im-
poverished regions of its native
Amazonia. onservationists
see cultivation of the fruit as a
way to helﬁ save the plant's
threatened habitat, the season-
ally Inundated, biologically
rich floodplain, of the Amazon
flooded forest.

Camu-camu's flooded forest
habitat embraces 116,000
square miles, an area about the
size of Italy. Each year the river
rises to inundate the surround-
ing forest and at that time, the
region's rivers and tributaries
contain 20 per cent of the
earth's fresh water. In this
realm of water and trees lives a
dazzling array of wildlife.
Along with the 15ft of 30ft
camu-camu bushes there are
pink freshwater dolphins,

Amazon manatees, numerous
{)rimatca. glant river turtles,
he world's

[reshwater fish — the pirarucu
or pailche — and giant kapok
lrees.

In the past few decades, hu-
man activities have threatened
the flooded forest. Logging, cat-
tle ranching, large-scale rice
and soyabean production and
the construction of hydroelec-
tric dams have transformed
large areas, while over-fishing
has also taken a toll. Since the
mid-1970s the international
conservation organization
WWF, and its partners in the re-
gion, have been seeking ways to
conserve the flooded forest
while providing economic sup-
port for local residents,
Promising initiatives include
developing sustainable har-
vests ol fish, timber and other
natural resources, including
camu-camau,

Mario Pinedo, a Peruvian
scientists and executive direc-
tor of the camu-camu project of
the government research
agency Instituto de investiga-
ciones de la Amazonia Peruana
(IIAP), has spent much of the
last 19 years researching and
promoting camu-camu produc-
tion. AP, which is WWF's
main partner in Peru, is en-
couraging local farmers to grow
camu-camu in 150 small towns
on 11 basins in the flooded
forests of the Peruvian Ama-
zon. The project covers 4,200
acres and is part of a larger ef-
fort by the Peruvian govern-
ment to cultivate camu-camu
on almost 25.000 acres.

More than 40 per cent of the
target acreage has been planted
since 1997, benefiting 1,600
farmers. The Peruvian Min-
istry of agriculture provides
seedlings, equipment, training,
and assistance. Several years

largest scaled

0, WWF and the Danish Min- _

istry of Foreign Affairs estab-
lished some 250 acres of camu-
camu in several towns lying
within the Pacaya-Samiria Re-
serve in the Peruvian flooded
forest. Also, experimental plots
have been planted in Brazil,

‘The Interesting thing for
us,” says Mario Pinedo, “is that
camu-camu, as an organle
Fruduct, iIs not only important
or flooded areas and sustain-
able biodiversity but also has a
role to play in economic devel-
opment.”

Camu-camu production is

compatible to such staple crops
as corn, cassava, rice, beans,

tomatoes and watermelons.
Cultivation will help ease the
pressure on wild patches of
camu-camu, Many areas have
been over-harvested, and fruit
collectors often rip off branches
and leaves In their haste to
shade the frult they have just
picked, damaging the plants.
For example, in a lake within
the buffer area for Pacaya-
Samiri Reserve, conservation-
Ists believe such heavy harvest-
ing helped cause a dramatic de-
cline in an area once thick with
camu-camu bushes, which
dipped from 370 acres to about
120

People 5]‘10Fplng at Amazo-
nia markets have long eaten
camu-camu. River-dwelling
people harvest the fruit by boat
in the low, grassy floodplains,
and many fish also eat the fruit
and disperse its seeds. In fact,
locals also use camu-camu fruit
as fish bait. But, like many of
the plants and animals native
to the flooded forest, camu-
camu was unknown outside the
region until fairly recently. In
1975, a researcher analysed
some fruit he bought in an Iqui-
tos market and by the 1980s,

fruit

the fruit's high vitamin C con-
tent had bzen established, Har-
vesters soon found themselves
picking all the berries they
could find for overseas buyers.

Japan and France are the
(wo largeat markets for camu-
camu pulp, used to enhance the
flavour of futc:a. ice cream,
liquors, jellies, sweetls, cakes
and other -desserts. In Japan,
camu-camu pulp Is swirled into
sports drinks and yoghurt, and
also blended into hair-colour-
ing cosmetics. Markets are also
developing in the United States,
where camu-camu is imported
for use in vitamin C tabletls
called "Camuplus”. Such de-
mand cannot be met by wild
bushes alone, which is why cul-
tivation and pulping plants
have been established,

Camu-camu cultivation is
one way in which conservation-
ists hope to help save the
flooded forest, but they must
also find others.

WWF's Senlor Programme
Officer in the region, Lou Ann
Dietz, says; "What we are doing
is trying to get an overall strat-
egy to assess hiological re-
sources in the whole ecoregion.
We have had a meeting of scien-
tists in the region and are cefin-
ing the limits of the ecoregion
and what major processes we
need to be preserving. We are
also doing more detalled biolog-

ical assessments that will allow

us to set priorities.”

An important facet of all
this work is identifying and
promoting regional products
that can be grown sustainably.
Camu-camu is a natural choice,
and this little fruit has already
begun to play a role in saving
the precious flooded forest.

~— WWF Feature

The writer (s an environ-
mental journalist based in
Washington DC
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Friendly Pens' fail to blot out
the human rights message

The government did not really want her to come. And when she finally
arrived, it tried to keep her away from probing reporters and human
rights campaigners. But the cordon was breached, writes John Ross
from Mexico City as he looks at a woman who is quietly breaking the UN
mould for diplomatic niceties in a sensitive area.

fluence that Mary Robinson

IT is a sign of the powerful in-
has brought to her job as

United Nations High
Commissioner for Human
Rights that the Mexican

sovernment worked so hard to
eep her away from the press

and Independent human rights

groups during a recent visit.

The strenuous efforts to cur-
tail Robinson’'s contacts were
designed to prevent a repeat of
the July visit by United Nations
special rapporteur Asma Ja-
hangir., who laid the ground-
work for the Robinson trip. Ja-
hangir. a sharp-tongued Pak-
istani woman, publicly chas-
tised the human rights failings
of President Ernesto Zedillo's
government, drawing threats of
a protest note from the Foreign
Ministry

The Robinson visit has been
under negotiation since 1996.
Mexico resents UN “interven-
tion” in what it considers its
domestic affairs, and refuses to
recognise UN recommendations
on torture, poverty among in-
digenous peoples, and military
impunity.

After arriving by Mexican
airforce jet (airforce units stand
accused of human rights viola-
tions before the Inter-American
Human Rights Commission),
Robinson was swept up by VIP
delegation, protected by pha-
lanxes of military police to dis-
courage uhauthorised petition-
ers and pertinent press ques-
tioning.

Then it was on to closed-
door meetings with Zedillo, De-
fence Minister Enrique Cer-
vantes, the president of the
Supreme Court, and the neo-
phyte ombudsman of the Na-
tional Human Rights Commis-
sion (CNDH).

The government and the
PRI [the Institutional Revolu-
tionary Party that has ruled
Mexico for 70 years| have kid-
napped Mary Robinson,” de-
clared opposition deputy Benito
Miron, who heads the Mexican
Congress's human rights com-
mittee: -

A plan drawn up by senior
officials and leaked to th€ press
plotted every step of the Robin-
son visit — before, during, and

after — and described how to
conceal the reality of the hu-

man rights situation from the
High Commissioner,

“(Robinson) will always be
accompanied by a functionary
who will be prepared to inter-
vene at any moment,” said the
draft plan. The Forcign Min-
istry would control media in-
terviews and protect the Com-
missioner from off-the-cufl
questioning. "Friendly pens”
would be contacted to report the
Zedillo administration’'s
‘progress in the area of human
rights.” Fake reporters would be
sent to meet Robinson's flight to
Quito. her next stop. to record
her first impressions of Mexico
so that the Zedillo administra-
tion could quickly formulate a
response.

The government's efforts
reaped some success. Although
the ostensible reason for the
visit was the signing of an
agreement to put UN technical
personnel on the ground, an
agreement deferring the agree-
ment was signed instead.

A smooth Robinson visit
was considered vital to Mexico's
future commercial interests.
particularly in Europe. To be-
come an associate member of
the European Union. Mexico
must sign a ‘democracy’ clause
that obliges it te respect human

|

Hated and haunted on sojourn

In the United States, there has been a surge of hate crimes against the
South Asians in recent times, writes Aziz Haniffa from Washington

HERE was a disturbing rise

in hate crimes against
South Asians in spite of an

11 per cent dro
anti-Asian Incidents in the
United States In 1998,
according to a report. oo
The sixth and latest annuai
audit of violence against Asian
Americans, published by the
National Aslan Pacific Ameri-
can Legal Consortium'
(NAPALC), sald there were 429
anti-Asian incidents reported
for 1998 compared to 481 in
1997, During the same period, it
sald. the Federal Bureau of In-
vestigation (FBI) found the rate
of violent crimes rates fall by

in reported

6.4 ‘Pﬂ cent.

lowever, the audit said, “In
tracking blas motivated inci-
dents against specific ethnic

roups where the information
s avallable, South Aslans were
targeted In significantly larger
numbers than in 1997 or 1996."
It saild there were 41 reports
of incidents with South Asian
victims in 1998 compared to
seven in 1997 and 22 in 1996.
According to the audit, 17 of the
Incidents in 1998 were reported
from New Jersey, 11 in Cali-
fornia, four In New York. three
in the District of Columbia, one
in Minnesota and one in Mis-
sourl. :
While acknowledging that
“some part of the Increase from
1997 may be due to the Im-

proved specificity that accom-
panied this year's data com-
pared to that of 1997," the audit
maintained “it Is still signifi-
cantly higher than more com-
parable 1996 data.”

“Given this observation,
there likely Is a real increase in
racial targeting of South
Aslans,” the audit said.

One example It cited was in
South Ozone Park, New York
City, where three white men

wielding baseball bats shouted
racial slurs at Rishi Maharaj,
20, an Indo-Caribbean man,
and then nearly beat him to
death. It noted ﬁmt one of the
suspects threatened to continue
agitating the neighbourhood
until all South Asians moved

nwgﬁv{

¢ three attackers were
charged with attempted murder,
gang assault, weapons posses-
slon and aggravated harass-
ment and are scheduled to be
tried later this month,

Another case mentioned in-
volved three South Asian im-
migrants — Mukesh Patel,
Kanu Patel and Ashvin Patel —
who were working at an all-
night Dunkin' Donuts store in
Camp Springs, Maryland, on
October 1998 when a robber,
Trone Tyrone Ashford. entered
and assaulted them with his
shotgun. He taunted them about
their poor fluency in English

AR

and then the three men were
shot at point-blank range as
they lay on the floor of the back
room.

The gunman, together with
two other alleged suspects, Ali-
cia Holloway and John Lemon
Epps, doused the shop with

asoline and left it in flames af-
er taking less than one hun-
dred US dollars. Only one of the
victims survived after being
rescued by fire-fighters.

Ashford was sentenced In
June 1999 to two terms of life in
prison without parole, plus 50
years. Holloway pleaded guilty
to two counts of felony murder
and testified against Ashford.
She awalts sentencing. Epps
faces trial.

Another case mentioned
the audit occurred in August
1998 In Artesia, California,
when filve South Aslan men
were sprayed with a sﬂnginﬁ
liquid while leaving a shop an
subject to derogatory racial ex-
pletives, The men called the
emergency number and while
they were waiting on the street
for police to arrive, the ha-
rassers returned with a second
carload of individuals and re-

eated the assault, One of the
arassers was brandishing a

The audit said prior to the
attack, business owners in the
area, Los Angeles County's Lit-
tle India, had regularly reported

that carloads of white youth
would drive b{. shout obsceni-
ties and racial slurs or assault
bystanders perceived to be
South Asian.

NAPALC said although the
overall number of reported in-
cidents had decreased from
1997 to 1998, it believed the
drop in reported incidents may
not accurately reflect the trend
of anti-Asian violence. It com-

lained it continues to be chal-
enged in its efforts to track all

occurrences of hate-motivated
acts against Asian Americans
and law enforcement agencies

have not addressed the problem

of underreporting of hate
crimes,

Karen Narasaki, executive

director of NAPALC, said, "We
are sceptical about the decline
in reported anti-Aslan inci-
dents
has continued to fall to ade-
quately
report hate crimes. Moreover,
the rising number of blas inci-
dents against South Asians
greatly concerns us.”

ecause law enforcement

identify, document and

Margaret Fung, executive di-

rector of Asian American Legal
Defence and Education Fund
(AALDEF),
quate police response to hate

said, "The inade-

crimes has lulled the public
into belleving that racial vio-
lence is on the decline.”

Mary Rob
‘Different realities’

rights. Several European hu-
man rights groups oppose the

Mexican application and a
clean bill of health from the
ligh Commissioner for Human
Rights would help ward off their
challenge

In addition, her visit came
in the midst of a row over the
new CNDH head, Jose Luis
Soberanes, who is seen as a gov
ernment supporter (he describes

himself as a mediator rather
than a spokesperson for the
people) and at a moment of de-
teriorating human rights con-
ditions

Hundreds of political pris-
oners languish in jail and the
impoverished Indian south is
under virtual military control
Human rights workers are re-
garded as subversives by the
government and the military,
and are often attacked.

Despite the government's
precautions, umbrage at the PRI
and the governmen!t runs so
high that sanitising the visit
proved impossible. The security

f:"b(," .
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bubble was frequently punc-
tured by human rights groups
and the political opposition.

Robinson was startled when,
during a Congress session,
deputies from the lelt-centre
Party of the Nemocratic Revolu-
tion became so infuriated at the
PRI's whitewash of abuses that
they began pounding the tables.
She was swiftly led away by se-
curity agents.

Simﬁnrlyn barred from a
rews conference, striking uni-
versity students pushed their
way into the room Lo present
their case to the Commissioner
In person.

On Robinson's lightning
visit to the northern border In

Tijuana, where more than 450

Mexican migrant workers have

been killed since the US Border
Patrol
Guardian” five years ago, two
top
furcl\tﬁ et
in m

ca%ca. who ﬂud a
complaints against both the

initiated "Operation
Mexican officials were
thrown out of a meet-
ant rights' advo-
ong list of

— India Abroad News Service Border Patral and its Mexican

\

in, UN Commissioner for Human Rights:

very
commented at a parting press
conference, — News

Corn — the Za
cles 1994-2000.

counterparts.

Her most critical stop was
Chiapas. where thousands of
Tzotzil Indians had prepared a
reception for her at the sitc cf a
1937 massacre.

Protocol interviews wilh
government and judicial offi-
cials took up so much time that
Robinson was prevented from
travelling to the community.
Nevertheless, she subsequently
managed to mecel some mas-
sacre survivors. She con-
demned the paramilitary death

responsible for the
killings and called for a mili-
tary stand-down in Chiapas.

Robinson further riled the
generals by suggesting that
Mexico try soldiers accused of
violations against civilian
populations in civil courts
rather than military tribunals,
And she rubbed salt into the
army's wounds by calling for
the establishment of a military
ombudsman to protect the
richts of the troops: a general
wh~ has repeatedly called for
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such an ombudsman is curs
rently serving 28 years in
prison.

Throughout Robinson's four

hectic days, she was relent-
lessly pursued by womens
roups, students,
armers. Indians, opposition
politiclans. and even aggrieved
taxi drivers,
drowned her entourage with let-

ters of protest, petitions, and
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testimony. :

"Oh dear, 1 hope 1 haven't
raised expectations too high.”
she confided. "1 need to buy two
more suitcases just to get all
these documents home.”

She clearly got the 4

“What the government told
me and what | saw here are two
different realities.” she

The author Is a journalist-
oet-author who has covered

exican affairs for 30 years.
His latest book is Blood On The
patista Chroni-
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