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Baggio not
leaving Inter
for now

MILAN, Jan 4: Former Italy
captain Roberto Baggio, who
coach
Marcello Lippi, sald on Monday
he would stay at Inter Milan at
least until the end of the sea-
son, reports Reuters.

“I'm fattered that a lot of

. clubs h?e expressed an inter-

est In me but I'll finish the sea-
son here at Inter," Baggio told
reporters as the Italian soccer
winter transfer window opened.
"l hope I'll have the oppor-
tunity to play soon and then at
the end of the season we'll see.”
Baggio accused Lippi last
month of going back on his
word by leaving him on the
bench for most of this season.
"~ The 1993 world-player-of-
the-year has made orﬁ¥ Six ap-
since the
summer and has ?layed less
than three hours of first team
football. ik gl
Lippi respon an to
the ﬂl::gusatign and said B y 0
was [ree to leave if he wished.
Bassio, who has been linked
with several clubs in Italy and
France, was widely expected to
take Lippi at his word this
month when the transfer rmar-
ket reopened.

WTA's top 20

ST PETERSBURG, Florida,
Jan 4 [(Reuters): Top 20 wom-
en's tennis players, according
to the WTA Tour rankings:

Player Points
Hingis 5.920
Davenport 4813
V Williams 4.377
S Williams 3,021
Pierce 2,585
Seles 2.310
Tauziat 2,145
Schett 2.093
Halard-Decugis 1,915
Mauresmo 1.906
Coetzer 1 F12
Koumikova 1,639
Testud 1,600
Van Roost 1.585
Martinez 1.0915
Huber 1,500
Sanchez-Vicario 1,433
“Likhovtseva 1,335
Frazier 1.297
Dragomir 1,272
Kournikova
advances

GOLD COAST, Australia,
Jan 4: Russian drawcard and
second seed Anna Koumnikova
won her second-round match
Tuesday but nearly lost her
jacket at the Australian wom-
en's hardcourt tennis champi-
onships, reports AP.

Tournament organisers
played down security fears for
the 18-year-old who was signing
autographs after a walkover not
be prosecuted.

geles needed a two-year
break at the peak of her career
after being stabbed in the back
by a spectator at a tournament
in Germany in 1994.

Kournikova, rahked 12th in
the world, had an easy time
Tuesday when her opponent,
German qualifier Jana Kan-
darr, pulled with a thigh strain
after losing 6-1 30 minutes into
their second-round match.

Third seed Conchita Mar-
tinez also advanced to the third
round through injury.

German opponent Barbara
Rittner pulled out with a strain
in her left Achilles tendon after
losing the first game of the sec-
ond set. She lost the opening set
6-1.

Earlier, Croatia's No 1
player. Silvnikova. In another
match, Russian Tatiana Panova
beat Australian Rachel McQuil-
lan 2-6, 6-7. 6-3.
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Premiership

LONDON, Jan 4:
Manchester Unit-
ed will probably
be wearing broad
smiles in the Rio
sunshine as their
championship rivals failed to
cash in on their absence on
Monday as Sir Alex Ferguson's
side prepare for the World Club

.fH

Championship in Brazil,
reports AFP.
The biggest shock was at El-

land Road where Leeds, having
won Lheir last seven home
league games, crashed 2-1 to As-
ton Villa thanks to a double
from Gareth Southgate.

Southgate, scoring his first
goals since December 1998, was
in inspirational form as Leeds
fell to their second successive
defeat although they retained
their one point lead because
Manchester United are away in
Brazil playing in the World
Club Championship in Brazil.

Leeds manager David
O'Leary saild United were the
real winners on a day in which
four of the top five lost: "All the
other results went for us, but |
think the team that are laugh-
ing the most are Manchester
United in Brazil.

"They are the ones who have
been the yardstick all along.”

But O'Leary claimed his side

were not helped by injuries and
suspension which robbed him
of his whole midfield unit.
.. Oleacy. said: Jlf you.lose
your. complete four in. midfield
then I don't think anybody can
cope with that. It's as simple as
that.

"Before we had the inljuries.
it was a complete midfield. But
even for a club like Man United
when you lose your complete
midfield - David Hopkin, David
Batty, Lee Bowyer and Stephen
McPhail - it would be very hard.

"Man United are the best
team in the league, that's a fact.
We have got others in it but we
are trying to do our best as a
young side,

“The side today was really
young. and that's where you
need some experience.

"‘But we lost a whole mid-
field, and that is very hard to
cope with - particularly at home

i when we need to bounce back. It
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5.00 PM till 18-01-2000.
2. Name of work

3. Estimated cost
4. Earnest money:

be summarily rejected:

¢) TIN Certificate.

hours.

Government of Bangladesh

Office of the Executive Engineer
I PWD Division, Meherpur

Notice Inviting Tender
| No 3 (three) E/M-1999-2000

1. Sealed tenders in Bangladesh Form No 2911 are hereby

invited from the Special Class-I, Class-1 (Combined) &
i valid enlisted E/M contractor/firm under PWD
according to their financial limit for the undermentioned
work & will be received by the undersigned as well as
by the Executive Engineer, PWD Division, Jessore/
Magura /Jhenidah /Kushtia/Narail /Chuadanga/ Raj-
bari/Faridpur up to 12.00 Noon on 19-01-2000 and will
be opened on the same day at 12.15 PM in presence of the
intending tenderers who may like to remain present. Each
tender shall be in a sealed cover with the name of work
superscribed on it. The tender form will be sold up to

Construction of Mujibnagar
Complex in the dist of Meherpur
(SH: Electrification arrangement |
of Bangabandhu Toron)

Tk 1,46,903/- only.
Tk 2,940/~ only.
5. The intending tenderer/firm shall have to enclose the

following documents duly attested by the Class-I officers
of this Deptt with the tender failing which the tender will

a) VAT Registration Certificate (10 digit)
b) Copy of upto renewed of enlistment. I

6. Tender documents consisting of BD Form No 2911, {
schedule of items, additional terms & conditions etc can
be seen & obtained from the office of the Executive
Engineer under PWD Circle, Jessore during the office |

7. In case of quoting same lowest rates by more than one
tenderer/firm the~ lowest tenderer will be selected

through lottery t« e held on 31-01-2000 at 11.30 AM in
the office of the undersigned.
| Md Abdul Mannan
| DFP-29671-2/1 Executive Engineer
{G-31 PWD Division, Meherpur.
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is unfortunate we lost them, but
that's life.”

Villa boss John Gregory ad-
mitted not even he had expected
Southgate to be the source of his
side's victory: "Gareth is known
as 'the ornament’' because he
just goes up there and becomes
an ornament normally.”

"He goes up for every corner
and every free-kick and he
never even touches the ball.

"But he scored two today and
he has persevered, I'll give him
his due.

"“He was arr unexpected
match winner but he deserved
that for the way he performed at
the back.

Arsenal also failed to cash
in on Leeds' misfortune and had
to be content with a 1-1 draw
away at struggling Sheffield

Wednesday leaving Arsene
Wenger's side third on 40
points,

Emmanuel Petit gave the
visitors the lead five minutes
before the break but Gerald Si-
bon levelled for Danny Wilson's
men after 62 minutes.

Wednesday boss Wilson had
to give his side a roasting at
half time in order to get the best
out of his team and take some-
thing from the game.

“Things had to be said be-
cause we couldn't carry on in
the same vein,"” he said.

“In that-first half we were a
shadow of the side I know we
are. We didn't' get about ArSFnal,
ard therewereitoo many pas-
sengers.

"The way we played in that
first period was perplexing. We
just strolled around for 45 min-
utes.

"But in the second half that
was possibly our best 45 min-
utes for a long time. We are go-
ing to have to maintain that
standard if we are going to have
any hope of getting out of our
situation.

"If there's one thing I won't
let my players now do then it's
rest.

'l won't let them have a min-
ute's peace because they played
to a standard in the second half
which I know they are capable
of."

Sunderland stay fourth de-
spile crashing 1-0 away at
Wimbledon because Liverpool
also went down 1-0 at Totten-
ham.

In two relegation battles
Southampton got their first win
in seven é;ames with a 1-0 win
over Bradford City while Der-
by's recent signing Branko
Strupar struck twice to beat
Watford 2-0.

Manager Jim Smith hailed
the Belgian international as the
man Derby need to pull them
out of the relegation zone.

"The difference was having
Slré.lpar. He scored two goals
and finished well, and that's
what we've been missing,”
Smith said.

"Strupar had a little bit of flu
but he's a quality player and an
intelligent player, and he
showed that today,” he added.

West Ham fought back with
two late goals to draw 2-2 with
Newcastle as midfielder Frank
Lampard and then a first goal
from their Croatian interna-
tional defender Igor Stimac

——

Aston Villa's Steve Stone (C) trying to take the ball away from Eirik Bakke (R) of Leeds
United during their Premiership clash at Elland Road on January 3.

~AFP photo

115 baffle leaders

gained an improbable point.

Magpies Greek midfielder
Nico Dabizas had given Newcas-
tle an early lead with his fourth

oal of the season against a
Jammers side. who had won on
their last two visits.

Welsh international mid-
[ielder Gary Speed looked to
have sealed the three points
when he volleyed Newcastle two
up midway through the second-
half till West Ham's late late
show. :

Everton remained alongside
Manchester United as the only
two sides unbeaten at home in
the Premiership with a 2-2
draw with Leicester

Premizrship action contin-
ues on Tuesday night with
Coventry against Chelsea.

Tough time
for Henman

ADELAIDE, Jan 4: Tim
Henman, who wants the Aus-
tralian hardcourt champi-
onship. to be the springboard

- for an overdue lift in ranking

and performance, was given a
tough first round battle by
Spaniard Juan Balcells today,
reports Reuters.

The Briton, currently 12th in
the world, was involved in a
thrilling battle at both baseline
and net belore he-trinmphed 6-
4, 7-6 with the help of two key
passing shots in the tie-break.

“"When you talk about the
regular Spaniard, he's going to
spend most of the time on the
baseline, and hopefully shake
your hand at the end of the
match at the net," said Hen-
man.

‘But Balcells is a
species, serving, volleyin
balls (on serve and return)."

Henman has been preparing
hard in a bid to resurrect his
career, He was world number
five last year but slumped after
Wimbledon where he was elimi-
nated in the semifinals by Pete
Sampras.

The second seed hopes that
Adelaide will at least help him
acclimatise for thé Australian
Open in Melbourne later this
month. His goal !s a top eight
ranking by the end of the sea-
scn.

“Although I was disappointed
with the year. I was still very
keen and still very motivated to
start working on my game be-
cause, to tell vou the truth, I
hadn't really had an opportu-
nity to practice and try tc im-
prove for a long, long time," he
said. "I'm sure that hard work
will pay off."

Eighth seed Nicolas Escude
of France also struggled against
a motivaled Paul Baccanello be-
fore winning 6-7, 7-5, 6-3. But
inexperience, sloppy serving and
rushed shots robbed the Aus-
tralian qualifier of momentum
in his first major tournament
after a 12-month absence be-
cause of a back Injury.

Escude sealed his [irst ca-
reer victory in Toulouse in Oclo-
ber then beat Carlos Moya and
Marcelo Rios in subsequent
tournaments to finish 1999
ranked at 27.

rare
both

British Tim Henman in action against Spaniard Juan

Balcells at the Hopman Cup yesterday,

~AFP photo

Sport
Singapore |

‘adiere comes after his bitter ex-

braces for

TV feast

SINGAPORE, Jan 4: Singa-
pore sports fans are In for a
television feast as the city
state's top two broadcasters jos-
tle for screening rights to world
class events ahead of planned

ansions this month, reports
AFP,

The Television Corp. of Sin-
gapore (TCS) will launch a new
channel, Sportscity, on Jan-
uary 30 while cable TV
provider, Singapore Cable Vi-
sion (SCV), unvelils its fourth
sports channel on January 15,

TCS, whose channels are
free, has captured exclusive
rights to the European soccer
championships to be hosted
jointly by Belgium and Holland
in June, much to the chagrin of
SCV whose footbhall c*==nel
cannot screen a sing.. .ame
live, the Straits Times reported
Tuesday.

An industry source sald TCS
"pald a bomb" for Euro 2000 "to
show that It wants to be a big
player in the market and ensure
that Sportscity becomes a re-
gional competitor to SCV's four
sports channels,” according to
the daily.

But SCV's vice-president
Sandie Lee was quoted as saying
the cable channel, whose pro-
grammes are for subscribers
only, was negotiating with TCS
to show some live games.

SCV has meanwhile won ex-
clusive rights to the English FA
Cup and Worthington Cup soc-
cer and also the FIFA World
Club championships which
kicks off in Brazil on Wednes-
day as well as the European
Professional Golf Association
(PGA) Tour.

TCS has secured exclusive
rights for September's Olympic
Games in Sydney.

"At the end of the day, the
Singapore sports fan wins sim-
Fly ecause there will be more
ive sport on TV," sald Sportsci-
ty's manager for sports pro-
gramming Riduwan Matni.

Wenger’s advice

for rookie striker

PARIS, Jan 4: Arsenal man-
ager Arsene Wenger warned Ar-
senal's young centre forward
Jeremie Aliadiere not to allow
early success to scupper his ca-
reer, according to Tuesday's
edition of France Football
magazinie, reports AFP.

The Frenchman. who signed
Aliadiere on his first profes-
sional contract in March, has
watched him score about 15
goals in the under-17 side but
warned there was still a long
way to go. s

"The danger is that young
players have the fecling of suc-
cess without actually having
succeeded,” said Wenger.

"They are headhunted and
can Lthink they are exceptional
although they haven't proved
anything.”

Wenger's warning to Al-
erience with French striker
icolas Anelka.

Wenger lured the then
teenager to Arsenal from Paris
Saint Germain in the 1996-97
season and turned him into a

French international before
their relationship soured and
the striker left for Real Madrid
last summer in a marathon
37.6million dollars deal.

Wenger, however, had no
doubts about Aliadiere's talent,
indeed describing it as excep-
tional, meaning the player's
ambitions himseclf are hardly
far-fetched.

"My dream for the year 2000
is to playe for the Arsenal first
team on a permanent basis,”
said Aliadiere, formerly of FC
Rambouillet Yvelines and Paris
club Racing.

Wenger added that both par-
ties had taken a risk.

"Jeremie took a risk coming
to Arsenal at such a ynunlg age.
We also took one too. [inan-
clally (...) Our common aim is
that he becomes an Arsenal

e Dally Star 15

PCB seeks Lillee's help

Akhtar returns home today

UNDATED., Jan 4
(AP/Reuters/In-

ternet): Shoalb
Akhtar Is set to
relurn to Pakistan

e s i oo — & o o

on Wednesday to
await the outcome of an appeal
against his International Cricket
Council-imposed ban.

Akhtar was' last week
banned temporarily after a
nine-member [ICC commitiee
ruled that his bowling action
could contravene the rules of
cricket.

Pakistan teamn manager
Brigadier Khawaja Mohammad
Nasir sald in Adelaide today
that he had decided to send
Akhtar home because the affair
was affecting the team's prepa-
ration for the upcoming one-day
series.

"It's not good for the team,"
Nasir said. "If you have uncer-
tainty in your mind then it cre-
ates pressure and it's certainly
a problem in concentration if
you're mentally troubled.”

Nasir sald Akhtar had re-
mained with the squad despite
being informed of the ICC's
ruling a week ago in the hope
that the decision might be over-
turned.

The Pakistan Cricket Board
on Monday lodged an appeal
against the ban and decided to
keep the fast bowler with the
squad as it prepared for Tues-
day's match against Australia A
at Adelaide.

Nasir, however, said he did-
n't know when the ICC would
reply to the PCB about the ap-
peal but added that he hoped
Akhtar would be cleared to take
some part in the one-day series
between India, Austraﬁa and
Pakistan starting January 9.

Meanwhile, reports from
Karachi suggest PCB has
sought the help of Australian
fast bowling legend Dennis Lillee
to help overcome the problems
being faced by Akhtar.

The young fast bowler has
been asked to report to a Uni-
versity in Perth, Western Aus-
tralia, where he would be at-
tending a four-day course in
which efforts would be made by
experts to correct the problems
spotted by the ICC advisory
panel.

General Tauqlr Zla, chalir-
man of PCB told reporters in
Karachi on Monday that the
team management in Austiralia
had spoken to Lillee to help
Shoaib correct his action, but
the fast bowling legend is on
holiday till January 16. "But we
did get in touch with Lillee and
he advised us to send Akhtar to
the university where they have
the best available technical ma-
chinery and manpower to help
him overcome his delivery
problems.”

Taugqir also added that Lillee
had promised that once Akhtar
underwent the course at the
university he would study his
fresh video footage of his action

and then give his opin:ken. "How-
ever Lillee did lf.'l] ue that we
had nothing to fret about as
there was no major problem

'Racism behind
the ban'

SYDNEY, Jan 4: A leading
Pakistan cricket officlal says
racism could have motivated
the International Cricket
Council's decision to place a
temporary international ban on
Shoaib Akhtar because of his
bowling action, reports AP.

Pakistan Cricket Board sec-
retary Shafqat Rana said re-
cent allegations of illegal bowling
actions only seemed to target
bowlers from Pakistan, India
and Sri Lanka.

"It's only against the Asian
cricketers ... why not against
others?” he told Australian
Broadcasting Corporation radic.

"th’ not go againsi
(Australian fast bowler] Brett
Lee when he bowls the faster
one?

"Why (Indian bowler) Manoj

Prabhakar, why (Sri Lankan
off-spinner Muttiah) Muralitha-
ran?”
" A nine-member ICC panel
last week banned Akhtar after
studying video footage of his
bowling action during the third
Test between Pakistan and Aus-
tralia in Perth earlier in the
summer and concluding that
his action could contravene the
rules of cricket.

with his action.”

Asked as to why PCB was
not taking steps to get the 1CC
advisory panel to clear Shabbir
Ahmed to play at the interna-
tional level again, he lained
that he had watched Shabbir
bowling in a domestic game re-
cently and while his action was
corrected, but he was struggling
with his line and length ring
his modifled action. :

"He needs time to adjust'to:

his corrected action, but he re- -
mains an asset for the future.”
General Tauqir who earlier in
the day met former Tesl pacer
Sarfraz Nawaz, sald his advice
is being sought also to work on
Shoalb and Shabbir.

Doubts over Akhtar's action
were first raised by umpires

during Pakistan's recent three- =

Test tour of Australia won by
the home side 3-0.
His case was referred to the

ICC's bowling panel who or- .

dered him to stand down from
international cricket for a,
month until his action was re-
viewed.

Gold Flake
Open on

MADRAS, Jan 4: Indian
teen-age star Sunil Kumar lost
in straight sets Monday 1o sev-
enth seed Ronald Agenor, as the
tournament's oldest player

¥
B
¥

knocked out its youngest in the -,

first round of the Gold Flake
Open tennis tournament In
Madras, reports AP, .

At 35, Agenor had to call
upon his experience (o overcome
the 16-year-old by a score of 6-
4, 6-4. Kumar showed poten-
tial, but his inexperience proved
his undoing.

The first set was marked by
long rallies, and Kumar had the
home crowd behind him. He
broke the Haitian's serve In the
third game to go up 2-1, but
Agenor broke back in th# next
game to level 2-2.
~  After keeping it close, Kumar
lost the first set when he hit a

ball into the net. The second 5et -

also turned out to be evenly

balanced., and both held their

SCIVES,

player.”
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Liverpool’s Vegard Heggem (R) holds back David Ginola of Tottenham Hotspur during their
Premiership fixture at White Hart Lane on January 3

~-AFP photo

1. Tender Notice No
2. Name of work

Head of Accounts
Estimated cost

Earnest money

Time allowed

Eligibility of contractor

O ENF N CE .

documents will be sold

Name of offices where tender : 1.

9. Name of offices where tender
documents will be received

Last date of selling
: documents (within office hours)
11 Last date & time for receiving

Thakurgaon Road Division

Sealed tender in Bangladesh Form No 2911 are invited.

03, EE/T of 1999-2000.

Construction of surface drain at 2nd, 3rd & 5th KM of Thakurgaon Station Road &
Re-Construction of boundary wall (P) at 58th KM of Dinajpur-Panchagarh Road to
the 'RHD' stackyard under Thakurgaon Road Division during the year 1999-2000. In

2 (Two) groups.

As per group list,

Executive Engineer, (RHD), Road Division, Thakurgaon/Dinajpur/{

Nilphamari/Panchagarh.

2. Sub-Divisional Engineer, (RHD), Road Sub-Division, Thakurgaon/1st Line

Workshop, Sub-Division, Thakurgaon.

Panchagarh.
19/01 /2000.

tender

1. Superintending Engineer, (RHD), Road Circle, Dinajpur. L
2. Executive Engineer, (RHD), Road Thakurgaon/Dinajpur/Nilphamari/ i

At 12-30 PM on 20/01 /2000.

: tender -
12 Date and time of opening tender At 12-45 PM on 20/01 /2000. .
: box b
|13 Date and time of opening tender At 11.00 AM on 25/01/2000. :
. bids : |
14 Date and time of lottery (If At 12.00 Noon on 31/01 /2000, : » g
necessary) _
Group list
|l Group | Name of Road | Name of work with | Chargeable | Estimated | Farnest| Time allowed Eligibility Remarks
n location head cost money for of :
completionof | contractor |
oS % g Work |
1 2 >3 4 5 . oleray 8 9 |
1 Thakurgaon- Construction of 168 RBP Tk. LK, 30 (Thirty) ‘A’ to. 'E' Separate tenden fi " -~ -
(One)  Station Road surface drain at 2,01,886/- 4,038/~ days general with', separate ff :
2nd, 3rd & 5th KM. cnteﬁor}' of earpest money f -
RHD' to be submiitted |f .
' contractor  for each group ©
2 Dinajpur- Re-Construction 168 RBE Tk. Tk. 25 (Twenty -Do- ||
(Two) Panchagarh  boundary wall (P) 1,56,940/- 3139/-  five) days
Roa at 58th KM to the |
‘RHD' stackyard. |
S A Mannan
DFP-29504-30/12 Executive Engineer, (RHD)

| G-25

Road Division, Thakurgaon. " |
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