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Asian Cup 2004

China likely
to host finals

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 4!
China has emerged as a clear
favourite to host the 2004 Asian
Cup. the region’s premier inter-
national event, reports AFP.

An Asian Football Confed-
eration (AFC) official, who de-
clined to be identified, told AFP
that China, which lost out to
Lebanon to host the 2000 Cup,
“is considered favourite.”

“They were put as standby
for the 2000 Cup. China will be
considered favourably,” he
added.

AFC general secretary Peter
Velappan announced that
China. Iran, Kuwait, Saudi
Arabia and Thailand had ap-
plied to host the event following
the December 31 deadline.

He said a decision would be
made during this year's Asian

Cup in Lebanon from October
12-29.
“*All tue five interested

countries will be making indi-
vidual presentations to the ex-
ecutive committee for an objec-
tive decision to be made,” he
added.

Thailand played host in
1972, Iran in 1976 and Kuwalit
in 1980. Saudi Arabia, despite
having won the cup three times,
is making its first bid.

Velappan said in a statement
the AFC was happydwith

rogress in preparing stadiums
Ia:fndg::uLhurz-r fa%ilitﬁe& il% Lebanon.

The other official said Chi-
na's chances would be boosted
by the fact that the tournament
is normally rotated between
East Asia and West Asia.

The 1996 tournament was
held in the United Arab Emi-
rates and this year's event is in
Lebanon.

Hence it is only logical that
“it comes back to East Asia,” the
official added.

Bastl, Santoro
progress

DOHA, Jan 4: Switzerland's
George Bastl upset sixth-seeded
Jiri Novak of Jm Czech Repub-
lic 6-2, 7-5 in Monday's first
round of the Qatar Mobil Open,
the first of 58 events of the ATP
Champions Race 2000, reports
AP.

Earlier in the day, No. 3-
seed Fabrice Santoro of France
advanced to the s=cond round
with a 6-4, 6-1 victory over
German wild card Lars
Burgsmuller.

After the match, Santoro,
27, described the new Race
format as "tough to under-
stand.” Santoro, who lost in the
1998 finals, said the system
forces players into participating
in too many games, increasing
their risk of injury.

Qatar's top player, Sultan
Khalfan, succumbed 6-3, 6-4 to

.Spanish veteran Alberto Be-
wrasategui,

| : saying afterward
that he found it difficult to re-
cover from Berasategui's early

*hard strikes.

“In the second set, I felt
that 1 got a couple of bad calls
and this seemed to take my
power away,” he said.

In Monday's other singles
match, Argentinian Franco
Squillari booked his ticket to
the second round by defeating
Jan Simerink ol the Nether-
lands, 6-2, 6-4.

Black Caps'

From nage 13
O'Connor gt A |
Nash 6.3 0 27 1
Harris $ RS (st - i
Vetlori 8 ] 24 4
Astle 4 0 26 |

NEW ZEALAND
Spearman ¢ Jacobs b Dillon 42

Astle ¢ Dillon b Adams 32
Fleming not out 0
McMillan ¢ Jacobs b Rose 13
Cairns not out 27
Extras: (Ib-4, nb-12, w-5) 21

otal: (For threa wkis in 35.4) 194

Fall of wickets: 1-54: 2-98: 3-

137.

Bowler 0 M B W
Walsh b 0 32 0
King o U 0
Adams 3.4 0 29 ]
Perrv TR ! e o O
Dillon 9 0 37 ]
Campbell RS R O
Rose 6 3257 |
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r 1 CAPE TOWN, Jan
4: Daryll Cullinan
made a fighting
century to keep
South Alrica on
=~ top on the third
day of the fourth Test against
England on Tuesday, despite a
fiery performance by England
fast bowler Chris Silverwood,
reports AFP,

Cullinan, whose 10th test
century equalled the South
African record held bf’ opener
Gary Kirsten, made 120 In a
South African total of 421, a
first innings lead of 163.

Left-arm spinner Paul
Adams bowled the only over
England had to face belore the
close in their second innings and
conceded a four to Mark
Butcher. reducing the deficit to
159.

Silverwood, 25, was Eng-
land's hero, taking a career-
best five for 91 in his fourth
Test match.

The Yorkshireman, who
joined the tour as a replace-
ment following an injury to Dean
Headley, showed immense spirit
as he Kkept charging in and
bowling at high pace, despite
stifling 34 degree heatl.

England seemed likely to
have an uphill battle on a good
batting pitch when South Alrica

resumed at 200 for one but
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they struck blows at crucial
times as South Africa lost six
further wickets for the addition
ol 107 runs.

England skipper Nasser
Hussain handled his bowlers
skilfully, using them in short
bursts to combat the heat.

Cullinan kept his composure,
however, and found a solid
partner in wicketkeeper Mark
Boucher, who made 36 in an
eighth wicket stand of 90 in 126
minutes. which ensured South
;\l’ri;:a would have a substantial
cad,

Cullinan batted for 351
minutes, faced 255 balls and
hit ten fours and a six.

Kirsten's run of form ended,
however, when he was out to
the first ball he faced Tuesday,
edging Silverwood to wicket-
keeper Alec Stewart without
adding to his overnight 80,
ending a second wicket stand of
158 with Jacques Kallis.

Kallls, who also started the
day on 80, went to his sixth
Test century before being
caught at first slip by Mike
Atherton off Darren Gough for
105 in the first over with the
second new ball,

South African captain Hansie
Cronje continued a run of poor
form when he was caught b%
Michael Vaughan at gully o
Caddick for nought.
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Iingland fast boewler Chris Silverwadd is about to-unleash
a_ delivery on the secqopd day of sthe «fourth Test: at

Newlands on January 3.

-AFP photo

Selection convenor Rushdi
Magiet safd, however, he would
assure Cronje that the selectors
had full confidence in the man
they have appointed until the
end of the season.

Recalled Jonty Rhodes was
caught by Chris Adams at sec-
ond slip off Silverwood for 16
and Lance Klusener was bowled
by Gough for three, trying to
force a straight ball to the off-
side.

Shaun Pollock was also
caught by Adams at second slip
off Caddick for four before
Boucher helped Cullinan extend
South Alrica's lead.

England were without all-
rounder Andrew Flintoff, who
sullered a fractured bone In his
lelt foot while bowling Monday.
It was announced Tuesday that
Flintoflf had been ruled out of
the rest of the tour,

It was also announced that
six England players who are
flying out to join the team for a
triangular limited overs series
alter the Test series would ar-
rive five days earlier than origi-
nal!ly planned.

th{aIayers. Mark Alleyne,
Mark Ealham, Ashley Gms.
Graeme Hick, Nick Knight and
Vikram Solanki, will join the
team on Friday and will be
avallable for a three-day match
against a South African invita-
tion team starting Sunday,
England's last first class match
before the fifth and final Test
starting at Centurion on Jan-
uary 14,

The triangular series, start-
ing on January 21, Involves
South Alfrica, England and
Zimbabwe,

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard at close of pla
on the third day of the fourt
Test between South Africa and
CI;_:ngIand at Newlands on Tues-

ay:

ENGLAND: First innings 258
(M Butcher 40, M Atherton 71,
M Vaughan 42, A Stewart 40; A
Donald 5/47)

SOUTH AFRICA: First in-
nings (200-1 overnight)

Kirsten ¢ Stewart b Silverwood 80
Gibbs ¢ Vaughan b Sllverwood 29

_Kallis ¢ Atherton b Gough 105
Cullinan ¢ Vaughan b Tufnell 120
Cronje ¢ Vaughan b Caddick 0
Rhodes ¢ Adams b Silverwood 16
Klusener b Gough '3
Pollock ¢ Adams b Caddick 4
Boucher Ibw b Silverwood 36
Donald ¢ Adams b Sllverwood 7
Adams not out 3
Extras: (b-1; Ib-7; nb-10) 18
Total: (All out in 153.4 overs) 421

Fall of wickets: 1/43;

2/201; 3/246; 4/247; 5/279;
6/290; 7/307; 8/397; 9/405

Bowler O M R w
Gough 37 6 83 2
Caddick 31 6 a5 2
Silverwood 32 6 91 5
Flintoff 4 0 16 0
Tufnell 3 10 97 0
Butcher 3 0 9 0
Adams 7 2 17 0
ENGLAND: Second Innings

Butcher not out 4
Atherton not out 0
Extras: = 0
Total” (For no loss In 1 over) I 4
Bowler O M R W
Adams ] 0 4 0

== Sport
Cullinan shine

Causes for complaints

BANGALORE, Jan
4 (Reuters): A rash
of debatable deci-
sions which have
gone against India
e in their Test seri-

es against Australia has left lo-
cal commentators questioning
the quality of the officials.

Leading the list of com-
plaints are the decisions that
went in favour of double-cen-
tury maker Justin Langer on
Monday, the second day of the
final Test in Sydney.

"You've got to wonder what it
is about Langer that has um-

ires, neutral and otherwise,

osing all sense cf perspective,”
commentator Prem Panicker
wrote on Internet channel Red-
iff-On-The-Net
(http:/fwww.rediff.com).

"Thrice LBW, once caught
behind superbly by (wicket-
keeper) Prasad down the leg-
side, not given.”

LLanger went on to make 223
— the highest by an Australian
against India — to put the home

team firmly in command of the
maltch which they won on Tues-
day by an innings and 141 to
take the series 3-0.

"Langer should have gone at
least thrice, the first time be-
fore even reaching double fig-
ures as poor umpiring held cen-
tre stage for the second day
running,” The Times of India
said in a report {from Sydney.

Indian commentators had
earlier found plenty to write
about when the umpire from
Zimbabwe lan Robinson upheld
an |lbw appeal against Sachin
Tendulkar when a Glenn Mc-
Grath ball struck him high on
the pad and seemed to be going
down the legside.

They had also been outraged
during the first Test at Adelaide
when Tendulkar was given out
Ibw when a McGrath bouncer

hit him on the shoulder as he
was ducking and television re-
plays suggested it would have
gone over the bails.

Tendulkar has received
three debatable decisions in his

six innings in the test series.
Former Indian captain
Sunil Gavaskar, who is in Aus-
tralia as a TV commentator,
sald he could not understand
how Robinson could apply dif-
ferent yardsticks in ruling Ten-
dulkar out and letting off
Langer. |
"The same rules are applied
differently for different people,”
Gavaskar was quoted as saying
in the Times of India.
Commentators have also
pointed an HCCUSinF finger at
Lhe International Cricket
Council (ICC] match referee, Sri
Lanka's Raujan Madugalle, who
imposed a fine and a one-match
suspended senitence against In-
dian medium-pacer Venkatesh
Prasad but let offl McGrath.
Prasad's crime was perform-
ing a jig in front of opener
Michael Slater after the bats-
man was caught out off his
bowling in the second Test at
Melbourne.
But when McGrath did some-
thing similar in front of Ten-
dulkar after Robinson gave him

Pakistan
fail i
ADELAIDE, Jan 4: Shane

when he smashed an unbeaten
60 off 63 balls to steer Aus-
tralia A to a six-wicket win over
Pakistan In a one-day cricket

warmup match at Adelaide
Oval here Tuesday night, re-
ports AFP.

SCOREBOARD
Scoreboard in the one-day
cricket match between Australia
A and Pakistan at the Adelaide

Oval here Tuesday:

PAKISTAN

Anwar ¢ Haddin b Wilson 10
Afridl ¢ Symonds b Wilson 1]
Wastl ¢ Lee b MacGill 31
ljaz ¢ Harvey b Wilson 2
Youhana run out 63
Wasim b MacGill 2
Mahmood ¢ Symonds b Marsh 10
Akram ¢ Symonds b Marsh 15
Razzaq stpd Haddin b MacGill 0
Saglain ¢ Symonds b Harvey 8
Younis not out 1
Extras: (Ib-5, w-7, nb-2) 14

Total: (All out in 47.5 overs) 167

Fall of wkts: 1-25; 2-26: 3-
30; 4-107; 5-123; 6-137; 7-
144; 8-145; 9-159

Bowler O M R w
Williams 7 2. 18 0
Wilson 6 SA 3
Harvey “Sr.S - 0 85 1
Lee 4 0 s 0
onds 3 L, 0
acGill 10 oY b 3
Marsh 10 0O 36 >
AUSTRALIA A
Fitzgerald ¢ Mahmood b Akram o/
Hayden c ljaz b Waqar 6
Symonds 1bw b Akram 17
Hodge ¢ Wasti b Mahmood 46
Lee not out 60
Harvey not out 13
Extras: (Ib-10, w-10, nb-4) 24
Total: (For 4 wkts in 33.4 overs) 168
Fall of wkts: 1-9; 2-14: 3-
45; 4-120 .
Bowler O M R w
Akram 7 2 22 2
Waqar 8 1 24 ]
Mahmood 5.3 O 26 1
Razzaq 3.3 0O 22. 0O
Saglain Gl 41 0
Alridi 3 0 23 0

_ Result: Australia A won by
six wickets.

English Div One
Crewe hold
Man City

LONDON, Jan 4: Crewe's
Rodney Jack hit a late equaliser
to slow Manchester City's
march towards the English
Premiership as the First Divi-

sion strugglers held the leaders
to a 1-1 draw on Monday, re-
ports AFP.

Jack made it six matches
unbeaten at home for the hosts
after Lee Crooks had put
Manchester City ahead in front
of Crewe's biggest crowd of the
Season.

Birmingham midfielder
Bryan Hughes scored the de-
cider after only 12 seconds to
leave Huddersfield without a
win in seven visits to St An-
drews. |
' ""Viclory eased the pressure on
manager Trevor Francis whose
side had taken only two points

from their previous four games. .

That result meant Charlton
were able to leapfrog Hudders-
field and move up to second
place after beating Nottingham
Forest 3-0 thanks to goals from
Greg Shields, former Chelsea
and Everton midfielder Graham
Stuart and Andy Hunt.

After four wins in six games,
Alan Curbishley's side are now

just two points behind leaders

City and have a game in hand.
Ipswich moved into third
Blace by extending their un-
eaten run to 11 games by beat-
ing Port Vale 2-1.

Matthew Holland put them
ahead with a 43rd-minute vol-
ley only for Tony Naylor to
level five minutes after half-
time before Jamie Scowcroft
grabbed the winner seven min-
utes after the break.

Barnsley won 2-0 at West
Brom thanks to a double strike
from Darren Barnard moving
them up to fourth in the table.

Stockport County lost their
unbeaten home record to Crys-
tal Palace as the visitors won
for only the second time on
their league travels this season.

County went in front
through Ian Moore but Hayden
Mullins equalised before Wayne
Carlisle gave Palace the points.

RIO DE JANEIRO, Jan 4:
Manchester United coach Alex
Ferguson claimed on Monday
Vasco Da Gama were the
lavourites to win the world club
champlonship. playing down
United’'s own favourites tag, re-
ports AFP,

United's delegation arrived
in Rio late on Sunday and were
greeted by euphoric Flamengo
supporters, who named them-
selves the Fla-Manchester fans,
and are arch rivals of Vasco Da
Gama,

"Vasco Da Gama Is a very
good team with great players
and for that reason I am sure
they will be very difficult to
beat. Without doubt, I think

‘that the most difficult game in

the tournament will be against
Vasco Da Gama," Fer sald.

"The tournament will be
very hard but we are playing
Ecod football and I lhﬁlk we

ave the ability to do well."

He added he was was sorry
not to be able to count on at-
tacking midfielder Paul Sc-
holes, who was missing from
}he party with a hernia prob-
em.

And when told the fans wait-
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Sao Paolo’' s Morumbi stadium

ing al the airport would back
United, Ferguson added:
“Clearly we will like Rio de
Janeiro very much.”

The anticlimax of the Im-
rompiu celebrations, accord-
ng to Brazillan media, was the

reaction of David Beckham.
who refused to join in with the

party spirit.
Vyhiﬂ the rest of the team

were signing autographs and
enerally enjoying themselves,
eckham reportedly took a
backseat role, even snubbing

g’reaa questions by answering in

lan -
'gchal %;:%ﬂd arrived at Sao
Paulo, bowed from their poor
erformance in the Spanish
eague but determined to lift
morale with a good showing at
this tournament.

Brazilian striker Savio said:
"We are not doing very well in
the Spanish championship but
in spite of that 1 believe that
Real Madrid's experience in in-
ternational competitions will
gllvc us some hope to win the ti-
te."

Little information 1s coming
through from the Vasco Da
Gama camp, which is a deliber-

-

(Kick-off times in GMT)

Group B

Rio de Janeiro' s Maracana stadium

{20:45) Real Madrid v Al-Nassr (20:15)
(23:15) Corinthians v Raja Casablanca (22:45)
{20:45) Real Madrid v Corinthians (20:15)
(23:15) Raja Casablanca v Al-Nassr (22:45)
(20:45) Real Madrid v Raja Casablanca (20:15)
(23:15) Al-Nassr v Corinthians (22:45)

Finals round
(Group A runner-up} (Group B runner-up)

!

ate ploy. according to e
ll’lan press. The E‘lub hg;: |

?ra:iz.l $ i1
18 two Iriendlies beh
closed doors in the last :3g
weeks.

Vasco Da Gama coach Anto-
nio Lopes has admitted, how.
ever, that Edmundo, known as
the Animal for his hectic
lifestyle, and Romario wil]
start as the front two in their
t;j)enlng match against South

elbourne.

Lopes said: "Romario and
Edmundo form the most dan-
gerous strike partnership in
soccer world wide.”

Mexican club Necaxa tried
not to let the torrential rain

falling on Rio de Janeiro affect
their Monday training. "To
train under this much rain is
dangerous, because a player can
slip and hurt himself,” coach
Raul Aryan said.

Meanwhile FIFA president

p Blatter - accompanied by a
delegation of 14 FIFA officials -
I1s staying in Rio de Janeiro, al-
though Tuesday will be travel-
ling to Sao Paulo, where he will
be present at the official open-
ing of the tournament.

FIFA CLUS WonRLS
CHAMPIBNSHIP 2000

BRAZIL

o FEEA (R

Manchester United v Necaxa
Vasco da Gama v South Melbourmne

Manchester United v Vasco da Gama
South Melbourne v Necaxa

Manchester United v South Melbourne

Necaxa v Vasco da Gama

Third place play-off (19:00)

(Group A winner), (Group B winner)

Final (22:00)

e —————

|Fergie’s money on Vasco

Lee kept it all in the family

Serie A preview
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ROME, Jan 4: Se-
« rie A leaders Lazio

travel to Venezia
on Wednesday

following the

imid-season break
with a two-point lead but their
Swedish coach Sven Goran
Eriksson indicated that he
would not be satisfied with only
one piece of silverware this sea-
son even if it is a second ever
league title. reports AFP.

And with their European
Champions League hopes still
op track Eriksson, who guided
them to the 1999 Cup Winners

L]
Aussie Open on
= L ’ L]

Hingis’ mind

HONG KONG, Jan 4: Women's
world number one Martina
Hingis may have been invinci-
ble down under in the past three
years but the teenage 'Swiss
Miss' is undecided about going
for Olympic gold in Sydney, re-
ports AFP. .

Hingis -- who will attempt to
win her fourth Australian Open
in a row later this month -- said
here Monday September's Syd-
ney Games were too far off to
contemplate.

"The Olympics are too f[ar
ahead in a tennis player's life. I
can't really answer that right
now,” she said when asked if
she would be keen to play in

up‘trophy, may well find his
orders being followed to the let-
ter by his expensively assem-
bled but multi-talented team.

“I want to win a lot of tro-
phies this year,” Eriksson said.
“The more the better.”

Lazio bought former Juven-
tus favourite Fabrizio Ra-
vanelli from Marseille to give
the Rome club another attack-
ing option.

Their city rivals AS Roma
have reportedly drafted in
Brazilian Emerson and also
have their eye on Japan's
Hidetoshi Nakata as they look
to strengthen their bid to win
the title.

Meanwhile champions AC
Milan bought Jose Mari from
Atletico Madrid and Nigerian
defender Taribo West from bit-
ter rivals Inter Milan, while
Inter managed to get Dutch

layer Clarence Seedorf on
oard for the new millennium
from Spanish giants Real
Madrid.

"Now we have all the players
we need,” said Inter defender
Christian Panucci, who is an-
other former Real Madrid
player.

‘I know Seedorf will fit in
perfectly to our midfield as well
as being a good person to have
around generally,” he added.

Just eight points separate
the top six clubs with 20
matches to go. Lazio lead by two

oints from Juventus, with

az10 setcNew Year’s target

Js - B a8 . it F .
coach Alberto Zaccheroni said.

‘On Thursday Juventus host
I 3th-placed Verona, Parma are
al Udinese, Roma host Bari, Mi-

lan go to Piacenza, and Inter
host Perugia.

Other games include Lecce
versus Fiorentina, Reggina
against Torino and Bologna
versus Cagliari.

African Nations Cup
CAF delegation

start inspecting

[LAGOS, Jan 4: A delegation
from the Confederation of
African Football (CAF) arrived
here on Monday to begin an in-
spection of facilities to be used
for the 2000 African Nations
Cup to be jointly hosted by
Ghana and Nigeria, reports
"AFP.

The two-man delegation in-
spected the pitches, control and
changing rooms, sports, health
and communications facilities
at the national stadium in La-

os, one of the venues to be used
or the competition.

Belorc leaving Lagos, the

tel facilities for players and of-
ficials for the tournament.

The team will also inspect
similar facilities put in place in
Kano cily, in northern Nigeria.
the second Nigerian venue for

del?gation will also inspect ho-*
a
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