RIO DE JANEIRO, Jan 2
AFP): Match schedule for the
rst FIFA World Club Champi-

onship in Brazil from January
5-14. (Kick-off times in GMT):
GROUP A (All games at Sao
Paulo's Morumbi stadium)
January §: Real Madrid v Al-
Nassr (20.45); Corinthians v
Raja Casablanca (23.15).
January 7: Real Madrid v
Corinthians (20.45); Raja
Casablanca v Al-Nassr (23.15).
January 10: Real Madrid v
Raja Casablanca (20.45); Al-
Nassr v Corinthians (23.15).
GROUP B (All games at Rio de
Janeiro's Maracana stadium)
January 6: Manchester

" United v Necaxa (20.15); Vasco

da Gama v South Melbourne
(22.45).

Jonuary 8: Manchester
United v Vasco da Gama (20.15):
Soulh Meillourne v Necaxa
(22.45).

January 11: Manchester
United v South Melbourne
(20.15); Necaxa v Vasco da Gama
i 14: Thi

anuary : rd place
play-off between the two group
runners-up in the Maracana
(19.00).

January 14: Final between
the two group winncers in the
Maracana (22.00).

Doping claims
made 1n Holland

THE HAGUE, Jan 2: Three
retired Dutch professional cy-
clists on Saturday claimed sys-
tematic doing was rife within
six Dutch teams during the
1980s, reports AFP.

Steven Rooks. Peter Winnen
and Marteen Ducrot. speaking
in a television documentary, aﬁl
leged that doctors and physios
from Raleigh, Panasonic, PDM,
Buckler, TVM and Kwantum
habitually delivered doping
products to riders to boost their
perlormance.

"The bosses of these teams,
notably Peter Post, Jan Raas
and Jan Gisbers, were perfectly
aware of these methods.” Rooks.
Winnen and Ducrot alleged.

The accused directors flatly
denied the accusations on the

same programme. Rooks. Win-
nen and Ducrot said they made
the allegations for ethical rea-
sons o enable today's riders to
be given better treatment and
slammed team directors'
hypocrisy in demanding that
riders performed well by what-
ever means yet threatened to
sack them immediately if they
were caught doping.

Dutch reporter Bernard
Krikke, who also featured in tae
documentary, presented a list of
medicaments reputedly deliv-
ered by the physios of the PDM
team in 1988 to its riders. Some
of the products named con-
tained testosterone, cortisone
and amphetamines.

There was mixed reaction to
the allegations wit the president
of the Dutch cycling union.
Joop Atsma, asking: "Why
didn't they denounced these
practices when they were still
riding?”

Atsma said he would be
happy to meet the former riders
to discuss the issue, in particu-
lar Steven Rooks, who was still
competing until last year.

‘If he has an inkling that
these practices are continuing |
would like to know,” said
Atsma.

Cyclists caught doping in the
Netherlands would not face
criminal action but they could

|
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RIO DE JANEIRO. Jan 2t Six
wecks ago they were crowned
unollicial champions ol the
world but this month Manch-
ester United will look to set an
official seal on their status by
wtnnin% the inaugural World

a

Club Championship in Rio, re-
ports AFP.
United have ridden the

storm of criticism which with-
drawal from the FA Cup - neces-
sitated by their ‘'Brazilian
break’ - engendered and are now
on the verge of the ultimate
prize in an unprecedented sweep
of success over the past seven
months.

The Roy Keane goal in Tokyo
which beat Brazil's Palmeiras
made the Red Devils the lirst
ever English side to win the In-
tercontinental Cup duel be-
tween the champions of Europe
and South America.

Coach Sir Alex Ferguson's
men now have the opportumty
to show they are unquestion-
ably the greatest side on the
planel as they take on the Kings
of the other continents.

United open their Group B
campaign on Thursday against
Mexican side Necaxa, the CON-
CACAF champions. in the
Maracana Stadium and will
then face 1998 South American
champions Vasco da Gama of
Brazil in a game expected to de-
cide who will top the group and
reach the final.

United's third game is
against Oceania champions
South Melbourne on January
11 before the final and the
third-place play-off three days
later in the Maracana.

For the English Premiership
iants the sweltering Brazilian
eal of anything up to 40 de-

srees Celsius could be one of
their most difficult opponents
as they prepare for four games
inside only nine days.

Sir Alex admits that could be

can win." :

A mid-season trip to Brazil
causing them to lose ground in
the Premiership title race could
be a bridge too far for players
already slogging through
around 60 games a season. Yel
United should start favourites
to lift the crown if they can
adapt to the weather. :

Mexico's Necaxa saw off Ala-
juelense of Costa Rica in the

CONCACAF final while they

also won the winter section of
the 1998 league champlonship.

Midneld plavimaker Alex
Aguinaga. an Ecuadorian in-
ternational who has been at the
club a decade, is their star man
but doubts persist on the club’s
attacking capabilities with an-
other Ecuadorean, Agustin Del-

ado. unsettled and reportedly
ooking for a move.

Coach Raul Arias insists his
p:ayers will not be overawed.

"We will be brave and fear-
less. We want to go all out to win
this tournament as much as we
would any other.” explains
Arias.

Yet the Mexicans travel to
prazil after six weeks of inac-
tivity following a "Mexican
winter title elimination at the
quarter-final stage.

"Physically, we're at about
80 percent,"” explained former
Mexican international mid-
fielder Ignacio Ambriz.

That may not prove sulffi-
cient.

Cynics my suspect that the
Auslralian champions of Ocea-
nia. South Melbourne, are only
along for the ride - yet coac
Ange Postecoglou believes his
underdogs can cause an upset.

‘I can’'t see any reason why
we can't pull off a surprise.”

Postecoglou said ahead of his

d the team to beat

team's departure for Brazil.
"We'll do as good a job as any
other team f[rom Australia
would have done," he promised

The Aussies have a strong
domestic pedigree having won
two straight league titles and
they booked their Rio tickets by
beating Fiji's Nadi in the Ocea-
nia final showdown.

Vasco Da Gama are only in
the tournament as Brazilian
organisers thought it prudent to
have a side from Rio - with Sao
Paulo side Corinthians ensur-
ing the host nation will get as
much exposure as possible.

Vasco are the 1998 Liberta-

dores Cup winners and current
holders Palmeiras can feel hard
done by as that decision pre-
dated their own triumph this
vVedr.
" But Vasco hold two potential
trump cards in the shape of con-
troversial strikers Romario,
newly arrived from Flamengo,
and "The Animal" Edmundo,
with whom Romario has con-
spicuously been unable to gel in
the past while playing lor
Brazil.

The battle for supremacy in
Group A. based al Sao Paulo's
Morumbi stadium. should be a
toss-up between Real Madrid,
Intercontinental Cup winners
in 1998, and Corinthians, who
have home advantage the
main reason they were selected
to take part as they have never
won an international trophy.

Organisers hope local inter-
est will be aroused by their
presence.

Corinthians were 1998
Brazilian champions but they
are through to the final of this
vear's league showdown and in
Colombian World Cup midfield
star Freddy Rincon and Vam-

Matthaeus
Ribbeck’s
choice

BERLIN, Jan 2: German
coach Erich Ribbeck has
thrown his support behind vet-
eran libero Lother Matthaeus to
be appointed national coach in
the future, reports AFP,

In an interview Saturday in
the Germany dally newspaper
Die Welt, Ribbeck sald that the
38-year-old Matthaeus would
make a first class coach.

"He understands the science
of football and has enormous
experience, He knows the game
and knows how to handle the
media," said Ribbeck.

Ribbeck added his su]pgort to
that of German Football Feder-
aton (DFB) president Egidius
Braun,

"l think that he would be the
most suitable national coach in
a year or two,” sald Braun last
month,

Despite not being in the first
flush of youth Matthaeus, still
rales as a major force on the
international stage and al-
though he has signed a flexible
contract with the New Jer-
sey/New York Metrostars plans

lo see oul the season with Bun-
desliga side Bayern Munich.,

In the same Interview
Ribbeck said that he wanted to
retain Schalke O4's 21-year-old
Ghanaian striker Gerald
Asamoah in the national side.

But he ruled out salary caps
as impracticable.

Benfica rope in
Chilean star

LISBON, Jan 2: Portuguese
footballing giants Benfica con-
tinued their mid-season buying
spree on Sunday by clinching
the signature of Chilean inter-
national midfielder Christian
Uribe from Colo Colo, reports
AFP. ,

The 23-year-old, who signed
a one-year contract with the
two-time European Cup win-
ners, is the third plaﬁer to join
Benlflica in recent weeks.

Earlier, 25-year-old Egyp-
tian international striker Ab-
delsatar Sabry and Greek de-
fender Triantafyllos Ma-
hairidis were lured from PAOK
Salonika,

Benfica, who won their 30th
title back in 1994 but have not
been champions since, are cur-
rently third in the champi-
onship - four points off leaders
Porto - but were humilated by
Spanish side Celta Vigo in the
third round of the UEFA Cup,
losing 8-1 on aggregate.

Winning start
for S Africa

PERTH. Jan 2: South Africa
got off to a winning start in the
Hopman Cup on Sunday by
dismissing Belgium 3-0 in the
first round of ITw international
mixed team tennis tournament,
reports AP.

Amanda Coetzer, sporting a
dramatic new braided hairstyle
— like the Williams sister but
minus the beads — overcame
Dominique Van Roost 6-4, 6-2
and Wayne Ferreira sealed their
victory by overcoming Xavier
Malisse 6-2, 6-3.

In the doubles, the South
Africans made it a clean sweep
by winning 7-5, 6-3.

" The winning pair had con-
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RIO DE JANEIRO, Jan 2
(AI'P): Details of the clubs com-
peting in the World Club
Champlionship, starting
Wednesday:

GROUP A (Based In Sao
Paulo);

AL NASSR (Ksa)

Coach: Milan Zivadinovic

Qualified as: 1998Aslan Su-
per Cup winners.

Chances: Poor. The Saudis
lack genuine talent and they
only have just one Saudi inter-
national In Ibrahim Mater.

They are likely to lose all three

games and will vie for bottom
spol with African side Raja
Casablanca.

Dangerman: Morocecan
striker Ahmad Bahja.

CORINTHIANS (Bra)

Coach: Oswaldo de Oliveira.

Qualified as: 1998 national
champions of host country
Brazil.

Chances: Very good. The Sao
Paulo club's main strength is up
front where they boast one of

the best attacks in South
America in Edilson.

Marcelinho and Luizao. Play-
ing in Sao Paulo's Morumbi
stadium will be a big advantage,
although they are weak at the
back. Main obstacle to Real
Madrid for a place in the final.

Dangerman: Colombian cap-
tain Freddy Rincon formerly ol
Real Madrid and three-time
World Cup veteran.

RAJA CASABLANCA (Mar)

Coach: Oscar-Luis Fullone.

Qualified as: 1999 African
Champions League winners

Chances: Remote. Raja only
qualified four weeks ago after
shocking Tunisia's Esperance
in the African Champlions
League. They possess a decent
goalkeeper In Mustapha Chadli,
who was part of Morocco's
squad at France 98. They can
combine graft with craft and,
although they are sometimes
naive, they should beat Al-
Nassr.

Dangerman: Skipper Abdel-
latil Jrindrou.

REAL MADRID (Spa)

—

KNOW THE TEAMS

see them through the group
phase.

RAUL GONZALEZ

Dangerman: Striker Raul,

GROUP B (Based in Rio de
Janeiro)

MANCHESTER
UNITED(Eng)

Coach: Sir Alex Ferguson

Qualified as: 1998 European
Champlons League winners.

Chances: Extremely good. It
seems they can’t no wrong. Af-
ter becoming European cham-
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son. Unforced defensive errors
a cause for concerr. Breczmg
through the Group phase won't
be of any problem though.

Dangerman; Playmaker
David Beckham.

NECAXA (Mex)

Coach: Raul Arlas.

Agua!{ﬂad as: 1999 CONCA-

CAF Champlons Cup winners.

Chances: Slim. The Mexi-
canns are the best of the four
non-European and South
American sides and have the
potential to cause a shock or
two. They are well organised
and are dangerous from
counter-attacks, despite a re-
liance on 35-year-old striker
Carlos Hermosillo. They have
an outside chance of finishing
second in the group.

Dangerman: Ecuador play-
maker Alex Aguinaga.

SOUTH MELBOURNE (Aus)
Coach: Ange Postecogiu.
ualified as: 1999

Club Champlons.

Chances: None. The club,
whose roots are in Melbourne's
Greek community, are unlikely
to win a match. Their chances
are not helped by the fact that
their form has dipped since
they qualified for Brazil. How-
ever they are determined to give
a good account of themselves
and they could prove awkward
opponents.

Dangerman: Striker Paul
Trimboli.

VASCO DA GAMA (Bra)

Coach: Antonlo Lopes.

Qualified as: 1998 Liberta-
dores Cup winners.

Chances: Good. Lopes has
signed former Brazil and
Barcelona striker Romario to
partner the irascible bul bril-
liant Edmundo. Sir Alex Fcrﬁo-
son will remember how -
mario helped rip his side to
pieces at the Nou Camp in 1994.
Vulnerable at the back, where
38-year-old captain captain
Mauro Galvao is finally begin-
ning to show his age. His
deputy, Geder, is injured.
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Coach: Vicente del Bosque !
Qualified as: 1998 Toyolta 7
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had a terrible season by thei DAVID BECKHAM |

lofty standards. John Toshac! pions. they completed an ]L e

lost his job as coach, whil unique treble by securing the ]

Nicolas Anelka has been a spec- Premiership and FA cup last -. ‘A

tacular flop since his summer season. Rounded off a fantastic f

move I[rom Arsenal. Their run by lifting the Interconti- e F

biggest problems are at the nental Cup in late 1999. Under- EDMUNDO

back, as they have the second- standably however. hasn't ity

worst delensive record in looked the world bealing force Dangerman: lTemperamen-

Spain. Bul their firepower can consistently enough this sea- tal striker Edmundo
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erton leaving Spurs!
LONDON. Jan 2 to have to come when he is nappen at the moment,” he

Injury-prone
Spurs and Eng
land wing Darren
Anderton looks
set to end his eight
yvears at the club after he refused
to sign a new contract and
blasted the club’'s board led by
chairman Sir Alan Sugar,
reports AFP.

The 27-year-old, who in the
three seasons preceding last

backed by the board because

this club will never become
Jgreat again until real money is
made available for top slars.
Anderion said

[ would love Lo stay at Spurs

for life but I wart to win Lhings
and I want to see players arriv-
ing who can help us do that
However, that's not going to

added

Spurs have had a miserable
season being thrashed by Ful-
ham to end the defence of their
League Cup trophy, kncoked out
by German outfit Kaiser-
slautern in the last minute of
their UEFA Cup tie and humil-
jated 6-1 by Newcastle in the
third round of the FA Cup.
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