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DHAKA MONDAY, JANUARY 3, 2000

PARIS, Jan 2: The party of the
century was over today and it
was time for the big clean-up as
the world prepared for another
1.000 years of the daily round
and doomsday sects felt fojled,

ts AFP. :

The first millennium baby
arrived in New Zealand atl one
minute after midnight, and a 16

ear-old Sri Lankan gave birth
{o what were thought to be the
millennium’s first triplets.

Meanwhile in a Malaysian
village locals were abuzz with
millennium talk focussed on
farmer Liong Chong Shen who
apparently sighted a large ape-
]lﬂc animal known as "mawas”
fn his orchard.

He saw two of the "bigfoot”

beasts -- one around 1.8 melres

tall, covered with long black
shiny hair, and the other
around 1.5 meters with brown
hair. The animals just stared at
him and walked back into the

junge.

ut others fearing or hoping
for strange signs an
not to speak of cataclysmic
events -- were left feeling de-

portents --

flated.

A Philippine cult vainly dug
underground tunnels and piled
up provisions after predicting
an "all consuming rain of fire’
on January 1.

The leader of Papua New
Guinea’s Rainbow Church began
the new millennium in jail al-
ter preaching the world would
go dark Saturday and all expa-
triates would vanish from the
country as the clock struck
midnight. '

In Las Vegas, reveller Chris
Kennedy took a sanguine view
of apocalpyse now. The prospect
of midnight catastrophe was
ust one more reason o party

forehand with his friends, he
sald.

"Either we will have a big
hangover in the morning or
we'll be dead.” said Kennedy, of
Salt Lake City.

In Washington, his president
spoke out against any tendency
towards US isolationism, safr-
ing US peace and securily in the
new millennium depended on
engagement with the rest of the
world.

Bill Clinton had earlier paid
tribute to Russian President
Boris Yeltsin, who provided the
end-of-millennium surprise
with his resignation.

Some 10,000 Russians
flocked to Red Square for mid-

night, only hours after the an-
nouncement.

Meanwhile grim reality con-
tinued in Chechnya,
heavy flighting flared up, with
Russian forces accusing rebels
of attempting another attack
with toxic chemicals.

Chinese President Jlang
Zemin also struck a grim note
in his New Year's address, step-
ping up pressure {or Taiwan's
reunification with the maln-
land.

"China will not sit {dle and
tolerate any act calculated to
split China, pursue the so-
called ‘independence of Tal-
wan,' or harm the fundamental
interests of the Chinese people
on both sides of the Taiwan
Straits,” he said.

In Britain, Prime Minister
Tony Blair looked ahead to the
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new century with characteristic
breeziness as the nation
cleaned up after declaring its
millennium celebrations the
biggest, best and safest party
ever. '

Meanwhile thieves stole a
valuable Cezanne oll painting
[rom a museum al Oxford while
revellers were still thronging
the streets outside.

Grim reality also intervened
in Venezuela, where lor thou-
sands left homeless h{ killer

floods the first day of 2000 was

marked Saturday with trauma,
disease and depression.
At refugee centres housing

“those who lost all to the torren-

tial ralns, women and children

staod in line for hours awaiting

medical attention, with chil-
dren suffering [rom diarrhoea
or lever.

In the Middle East. Israclis
relaxed after none of the three
things they feared -- suicides by
Christian cranks, the Y2K bug
and Palestinian unrest -- oc-
curred.

In Bethlehem, 2,000 doves
soared into the air to the crack-

'BJP to pay heavy price for

hijack deal: Analysts

NEW DELHI. Jan 2: India's
ruling Hindu nationalists could
Fay a heavy political price for
reeing three pro-Kashmiri Is-
lamic militants to end the
country's longest hijacking
saga, analysts said Sunday, re-
ports AFP.

Prime Minister Atal Behari
Vajpayee's BJP party had for
decades prided itself as a hard-
ened fighter against terrorism
and criticis previous gov-
ernments here for succumbing
to terrorist blackmail.

But the abrubt release of the

{aﬂcd militants to secure the re-

ease of the 160 hostages aboard
the hijacked Indian Airlines
plane at Kandahar in
Afghanistan has clearly robbed
the parly of its nationalist
sheen.
It Is a serious setback for
the BJP, because its leaders al-
rays projected themselve$S as
those who could deal with ter-
rorism with a firm_hand.” polit-
ical analyst G.V.L. Narasimha
Rao told AFP.
"The fact that even at the be-
ginning of the crisis they put up

a brave Ifront, claiming they
would not yield to the hijackers,
is all the more damaging o
their image.” Rao said.

"Whaltever the compulsions,
it's a setback. Vajpayee's
standing has come down by a
few notches.”

The Indian opposition, still
reeling under its shock defeat in
September-October elections,
has already [lired its initial
salvos at the government fail-
ure to stand up to terrorist pres-
sures.

Even some of the released
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Devi Sharan Sharma (2nd L), captain of the hijacked Indian Airlines Airbus, gestures as
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he relates the ordeal to Indian Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee as other crew
members look on during a function at Vajpayee's residence in New Delhi on Saturday.

—AFP photo

- N-plants in Japan free

from Y2K bug problems

TOKYO. Jan 2: Computer
malfunctions at Japanese nu-
clear power plants, possibly
connected with the Y2K bug,
have all been cleared up and did
not affect safety or power gen-
eralion. company spokesmen
sald today. reports Reuters.

Five different problems.
most connected with data mon-
itoring. emerged at four sepa-
rate nuclear plants on Satur-
day, marring Japan's otherwise
Food performance in the mil-
ennium handover.

But all had been solved by
evening. a trade ministry offi-
cial said today. adding that
there were no new reports of
any trouble.

Power company officials
sald they were still {mktng into
the causes.

‘It is too early to say wilh
certainty that this was Y2K-re-
lated.” added a spokesman for
Tokyo Electric Power Co Inc
9501.T (TEPCO). Japan's biggest

power utility.

At TEPCO's Fukushima

Number 2 nuclear plant north
of Tokyo, data on the position
of the rods used to control nu-
clear reactions was not sent to
the appropriate computer
screen even though the data was
present in the compulter.

At no time was safety af-
fected and the position of the
rods was verified by other
means until the problem was
correcled on Saturday after-
noon, the TEPCO spokesman
said.

Investigations found that
the computer had reset its date
to February 2036, Technicians
correcied the date and opera-
tions returned to normal.

" The longest-running glitch
was al the Shika nuclear power
plant run by Hokuriku Electric
Power Co 9505.T about 300 kmn
(186 miles) northwest of Tokyo,
where problems were reported
with a systein used to send data
on radiation emission and the
state of the power plant to com-
pany headquarters and the gov-
ernment in case of emergencies,

10 killed in Delhi fire: a i-ast 10

ﬁ?plc, includin
ureli in east
from New Delhi.

two women and six children, died in a fire al
elhi early yesterday morning, Xinhua reports

Local police sald that the fire broke out around 0200 local
time In an electrical goods shop and spread quickly to an
adjoining Eolythcnc sheets shop and then 1o the houses behind

e

in which t

victims were sleeping. The exact cause of the fire is

not yet known and the Incident s being investigated,

Ukrainian shi

cargo ship sank early Sunday |

Sinks: A Ukrainian

he Black Sea and at least somnie

members of the 12-mhan crew survived, the Russian Emergency
Situations Ministry reported, AP reports from Moscow,

A ministry rescue helicopter spotted two lifeboats in Russian
waters near the site of the sinking. but it was unclear how many
ple were aboard, a duty officer in Moscow sald. The Tiksi dry

cargo ship. flying a Cambodian Nag. was sailing between

Nikclayeve, Ukraine and Poti, Georgla. The ministry said that
the cause of the sinking was unknown, bul it may have been
stormy weather. No other detalls were available.

Two die in Lankan blast: 4 vom
exploded in an auto-rickshaw In eastern town of Batticaloa
m% klllln‘g two people and wounding three others, police
sald, AP says from Colombo.
No one claimed responsibllity for the blast, but police
the main Tamil separatist group, the Liberation Tigers
of Tamil Eelam. Those killed were apparently taking the
ve to an Intended target, but it went off on the way, a
¥ i bolice officer sald on condition of anonvmily. Batticaloa, 220
5 ' tometers (135 miles) east of Colombo, Is under government
e W but it often targeted by Tamil rebels operating from
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hostages felt the government
should not have recleased the
three guerrillas, among whom
was a Pakistani cleric who
layed a key role in fomenting
fuslim separatism in Indian
Kashmir.

Primme Minister Vajpayce, in
an obvious attempt to limit the
political damage, highlighted
the faet that his government
had succeeded in reducing the
number of militant releases
demanded by the hijackers
from 36 to three after tough ne-
gotiations. ;

He also vowed to step up the
battle against terrorism.

But analyst Rao said words
would not protect Vajpayee
from Lhe political [allout of his
decision.

“Tomorrow il militancy be-
comes more pronounced in
Kashmir, the government will
have itselfl to blame. The release
of the three militants has sent a
very, very wrong signal.

"It will be a morale booster

to terrorism and a major loss of

morale to the security forces.”

Military and police officers
- many of whom votled for the
BJP because of its tough stance
against terrorism were un
usually critical of the prisoner
swap.

On Friday, rumours gripped
‘ _ Al Home Minister
Lal Krishna Advant -- a Hindy
nationalist hawk -- had re-
signed to protest against the
‘surrender” by the government
This was denied by BJP offi-
cials. but Advani, who surpris-
ingly distanced himself from
Vajpayee and his trusted advi-
sors throughout the eight-day
crisis, remained inaccessible (o

journalists.

One opposition leader, Sub-
ramnaiam Swamy, demanded
the prime minister's resigna-
tion.

Ex-Beatle star
Harrison
leaves hospital

LONDON, Jan 2: Ex-Beatle
George Harrison has left hospi-
tal two days after an Intruder
stabbed him in the chest at his
mansion home, and is expected
to make a complete recovery in
a few weeks, Harefield Hospital

announced here Sunday, re-

ports AFP.

~ The 56-year-old was deemed
sufliciently recovered to return
home Saturday night.

"Harefield Hospital can con-
firm thal George Harrison has
been discharged [rom hospital
alter being assessed as medi-
cally fit by a consultant tho-
racic surgeon,” a hospital
spokesman said.

Harrison was stabbed in the
chest when he tackled the in-
truder at his home in Henley-
on-Thames, west of London.

He suflered a one-inch (2.4
cm) stab wound to the chest,
rovoking a minor collapse of

1is right lung, as he struggled
with the attacker,

- — .

Millennium party over, world back to old routine

ling of lireworks in an unprece-
dented party f[or Palestinians.
But elsewhere the Lebanese
army was combing an area In
the north after losing four sol-
diers killed and two missing in
an ambush by fundamentalists.

Meanwhile a year-long
Bible-reading project began in
Spain's Valencia Cathedral as
the clock struck midnight.
Members of more than 100
churches, religious, sporting
and soclal associations will
take part in the readings, de-
signed to "unite people of
goodwill and bring God's word
to life.”

And a race to produce the
world's first millennium wine

“derway in the Australian

atbac k town of Bourke where a

couple Legan harvesting their

grapes as the clocked ticked
over to 2000,

The first drop to be ealled
Genesis Chardonnay 2000 and
expecled to be ready some time
this week, has already been se-
cured by Christie’s for auction
later this year.

Rebels blow up
gas pipeline
in Gauhati

GAUHATI, Jan 2; Suspecled
separatist querrillas Sunday
blew up a crude oil pipeline us-
ing a land mine in India's re-
mote northeast, police said, re-
ports AP.

There were no casualties,
“The explosion ripped apart at
least 20 feet (six meters) of the
pipeline leading to spillage of
crude.” said LN Tamuly, a top
Assamn state olficial

No group claimed responsi
bility lor the attack, But police
blamed the United Liberation
Front of Asom, or ULFA. for the
blast in Sihsagar district, 380
Kilometers (260 miles) east of
Gauhali, the Assam state capi
tal.

The pipeline was owned by
state-owned Oil and Natural gas
Corporation. It was expectect Lo
be repaired in a day or two, olil-
cials said

123 die in yr-end
festivity 1n
Colombia

SANTAFE DE BOGOTA., Jan
2: Colombian authorities said
on Saturday that they repis-
tered 123 dead and 240 injured
during the celebrations of the
end of the year in the country,
reports Xinhua

The number of deaths
dropped 16 per cent, and that of
injured 33 per cent. compared to

l"‘ !1{"1 _[',{{:‘.-l;;juxlll._mitid-]r_t;l”] s r.'_'l:'.n" {_.:

ditector Genetal Luis Eernesto
‘I

Cfu”‘i"':T fold the [Jress,

A group of men on foot threw
in the lirst hours of Saturday a
hand grenade into a house,
killing a young man and injur-
ing 17 people, four children
among these.

Another group of men threw
a hand grenade against hun
dreds of people who were feast
ing the end of the year in the
main plaza of the Guadalupe
village, in the northeast of the
cOouni r},

Kmriaratul:lgé advised to
seek treatment in US

COLOMBO, Jan 2: Sri Lanka
President Chandrika Ku-
maratunga. who escaped assas-
sination in a suicide bombing,
has been advised to seek further
treatment in the US to restore
vision in one eye, a press report
said Sunday, reports AFP.

Kumaratunga who returned
home from London Thursday
after treatment was told by doc-
tors thal it could be six months
before she can open her right
eye lid, the Sunday Island
newspaper said in a report by
its London correspondent.

“They indicated that she
may seek further treatment in
the US.” the Island said, adding,
however, that experts at Moor-
field hospital in London had
given her the green light to re-
suine her normal duties.

Kumaratunga. 54, in her
first television interview since
surviving the December 18 sul-
cide bomb attack here, told the
BBC she was likely to perma-
nently lose the use of her right
eye.

"Medically, (the doctors say)
| can carry on, but probably I
have lost the sight on this eye
she said pointing to her right
eye that remained shut during
the interview with BBC.

There had been speculation
over the weekend here of Presi
dent Kumaratunga leaving for
Arizona lor lurther treatment,
but there was no oflicial word
from the authorities,

Police sald that a woman
suicide cadre of the Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eclam (LTTE]
detonated explosives slrapped
to her body as Kumaratunga
was about to getl into her ar-
moured limousine alter ad-
dressing an election rally.

The blast killed 26 others
and wounded 110 people who
were at Kumaratunga's final
election campaign rally held at
Colombo's Town Hall grounds.

Kumaratunga. who was
probably saved by her car, said
she was the only leader who had
“lived to tell the tale” after a
LTTE suicide bombing.
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An Egyptian policeman sits on a camel as the sun rises at the Giza pyramids, south of
Cairo, on the New Year’s Day, at the end of a 12-hour eoncert by French multi-media
wizard Jean Michel Jarre. Some 50,000 people attended the music and laser show, which
ended as the first rays of light hit the ancient wonders.

—AFP photo

Putin won't act hastily

MOSCOW. Jan 2: Vliadimir
Putin, catapulted into the
Kremlin by Boris Yeltsin's
shock resignation, said he had
no intention of acting hastily to
end Russia's military campa}f,n
in Chechnya after making a fly-
ing visit to the region, reports
Reuters

Pulin made a vigorous start
as Russia’'s acling president
with the trip to the breakaway
region on Saturday to wish his
troops a happy new year.

‘I think thatl evervthing we
have done so far has been justi-
fied,” Putin sald on his return to
Moscow from Chechnya, in re-
marks broadcast by Russian
NTV and monitored by the BBC
in London.

Three months into their
campaign to crush Islamic mil-

itants. Russian troops have
taken control of most of
Chechen territory exceplt

Grozny and the rebels' moun-
tain hideouts in the south.

“We have no intention to lib-
erate anything by acting
hastily,” he said in other re-
marks carried by Russian radio
station Echo Moskvy.

"We plan (o act in the best
possible way. which means as
lew losses as possible among
our servicemen and no losses
among the civilian population.”

Putin. a tough-talking for-
mer spv, has won a cordial en-
dorgement from: US President

Bill Clintén. atid other Western
leaders for siressing Moscow's
commitment to democratic
values,

The 47-year-old Putin, who
retains his post as prime minis-
ler, is keen to show he is firmly
in control ahead of an expected
March 26 presidential election.

“There will be no power vac-
uum. even for a moment. There
has been no vacuum, nor will
there be one,” he told his coun-
trymen in a New Year's Eve ad-
dress hefore fiying to Chechnya.

iriplets

COLOMBO, Jan 2: A 16-year-
old Sri Lankan village girl be-
came a historic mother when
she gave birth lo triplets soon
after the new millennium
dawned at Colombo's main ma-
ternity hospital, media sources
here said today, reports Xinhua.

Doctors at the hospital have
claimed that the teenage
mother, Iresha Dilrukshi, and
her triplets, all girls, could be
the world's [irst triplets of the
third millennium.

They added that the young
mother and her triplets were in
good condition. '

The triplets were born al
12:51, 12:52 and 12:53 am in the
first hour of the third millen-
nium. They weighed 2.05 Kf:
1.95 Kg and 1.9 kg respectively,
according to the doctors.

Media sources said Iresha
and her 25-year-old labourer
husband, Mahendra, who got
married on January 13 last
year, did not earn much ‘but
they were confident of being
able to give the best to their mil-
lennium triplets.

BREIDRE B BY | Hyacked plane may have crashed

at Lahore, says pilot

NEW DELHI, Jan 2: The In-
dian airliner that was hijacked
may have crashed at Lahore In
Pakistan I it had not been al-
lowed to land because the men
holding a gun at the pilot's head
insisted on landing, newspa-
pers sald Sunday, reports AFT.

The Asian Age quoted Cap-
tain Devi Saran as saying the
gunmen, who were armed with
pistols and grenades, demanded
the I[ndian Airlines Airbus
must land at Lahore after its
Christmas eve hijack,

The plane, which had taken
off from Kathmandu in Nepal,
made its first landing at Amrit-
sar In northern India. But the
Ellﬂt sald the hijackers forced

im to leave Indian territory as
soon as possible.

I was under pressure. There
was little fuel with me and the
(Lahore) runway was given ve
late,” Saran said, e coul
have crashed, but by God's grace
we landed safely.

“The authorities in Lahore
did not want the plane to crash
then;.i g::lo“thm ve nﬁe lh? run-
way 8. | did not have [uel to
o (back) to Amritsar and so |

=5 .
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had to land at Lahore only.”

The pilot said the hijackers
were in panic when the plane
earlier touched down at Amrit-
sar, an Indian town close to the
Pakistan border.

Saran also recalled how the
l;lnne. with 189 people on

oard, was hijacked.

"The plane was llying over
Lucknow when the five hijack-
ers stood up, one got into the
cockpit and announced that the
plane had been hijacked, Only
one hijacker initially entered
the cockpit and started giving
comimands

"l could not hear any name
but the person In the cockpit
was called Chief. He was wear-
ing a sult and a mask. The re-
maining four were also wearing
masks and followed Instruc-
tons issued by him.

“Inftially the passengers
were not nlﬁ;wur_l to talk to each
other ... They never abused me.
They were nice, cool ... Neither
did they misbehave with any of
the atrhostesses. Their atutude
was okay,

‘Al times they terrorised
(people) and at times they were

"

friendly. They even used to teil
me stories and jokes. Actually,
we were at thelr mercy,”

The plane was flown to
Dubal alter Amriltsar and La-
hore and landed at Kandahar in
Alghanistan on December 25,
The Illﬂﬁ*-‘i{"‘-‘l-ll'ff* and crew were
freed on Friday after New Delhi
released three Jailled pro-
Kashmirt militants,

Belore the eight-day ordeal
ended, the hijackers killed a
newly-wed Indian male passen
ot

Hijackers’
last words

NEW DELHI, Jan 2: "See you
We will Be back soon,” one of the
hijackers of the Indian Airlines
plane told stunned hostoges at
Lhe end of the elght-day ordenl,
newspapers reported Sunday,
reports AP,

“This 1s only the beginning
of our war against the Indian

overnment.” The Hindustan
mes newspaper quoted one of
the live hijackers as having
told some passengers on their
release on riday in
Afghanistan.

The Muslim men who hi-
jacked the flight on Christmas
eve alter it took off from the
Nepalese capital Kathmandu
for New Delhi have been de-
scribed by India as Pakistanis.

The hijack saga ended when
India freed three jailed pro-
Kashmiri militants.

The Times sald another hi-
jacker told the hostages: "Bye,
see you. God willing, we shall
meel again,

The released passengers also
recalled that the hijackers kept
praising (he Taliban govern-
ment in Afghanistan and run-
ning down India when the nego-
tlations were on with Indian

officials.

“They told us that we should
be thankful to the Alghanistan
government since they were ar-
ranging food lor us,” sald Kavita
Sharma, a woman who was on
(he hijacked Airbus,

“The Indian government has
just lelt you to die and will not
do anything to save you, they
said.”

The hijackers. who were
hooded, behaved differently to
different passengers and crew.
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Fierce clashes meanwhile
continued in outlying neigh
bourhoods of the Chechen capi
tal, Grozny, on Sunday and
both sides acknowledged losses
in the fighting :

Russian forces also aceused
the rebels for the third time in a
week of using hazardous toxi
materials in their efforts to re
pel the Russian offensive.

ebel fighters exploded a cis

o — e ——

over Chechnya

tern containing chloride and
armnmonia near Russian posli-
tions in Chechnya, creating a
creen cloud that hung over the
cily and could pose a danger to

ctvilians there, ITAR-TASS
News agci } ";-r_ﬂd

Russian Lroops donned gas
masks, bul none was physically

the chemicals, the
sald, quoting unnamed
ussian nulitary sources.

aflected by
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Acting Russian President Vladimir Putin (R) =igns
tographs to Russian soldiers after an awarding
«remony in Gudermes, 30 km east of Grozny on

SLitU!‘!J." -AFP Tah:atf\

Living exclusively online

DALLAS: In an effort to prove hiow weird (he world has
become, a 26-year-old [ormer computer systems manager
walked into an empty Dallas house on Saturday with a laptop
computer and said he doesn't plan to leave untl 2001, reports
AP.

His plan: live exclusively
furniture and clothes and hosting
his lile.

"Our vision is that new online shoppers will go to our site to
learn how to utilise e-commerce.” said Mitch Maddox, who
legally changed his name to DotComGuy and set up a company
DotComGuy Inc, [or the stunt

After locking himself inside the rented house Saturday, he
added: "I'm going to come out being a loon.”

The “live” part of the DotComGuy stunt involves 24-hour
streaming video from dozens of digital cameras set up through-
out the house. One camera points at the kitchen, several face the
living room, and one even sits on a bathroom shell-turmed away
from the toilet and bathtub. The project's Web site is www.
DotComGuy. com

The DotComGuy project has a few ground rules: Maddox can
have visitors, but can't go farther than the back vard.

"We certainly don't recommend that people lock themselves
away from the world, but we will prove that it can be done,” said
Len Critcher, a friend of Maddox's and president of DotComGuy
Inc, ~
Maddox's first monthly paycheck from the company will be
24 dollar, but it will double every month as an incentive to stay
in the house, Critcher said.

Critcher helped line up sponsors to sustain Maddox through
the year. including Gateway, which donated the laptop, and
Peapod.com, which agreed to keep the house stocked with
groceries.

Dallas-based service 91 1.com. which offers computer advice
online, jumped on board when it realised its company could
benefit from a little live, onliné exposure.

“We are going to have people say, ‘Hey, DotComGuy, how do 1
install a brand new miodem or how do | get this or that Web
site?” sald serviceQ1 1.com's Jell Lipschultz. "And when he uses
our site, that's how people will learm about us.”

including ordering food,
live video leed ol

.1
Onune,

1 24-how

Saturday afternoon, the Web site video showed Maddox sit-
ling on the floor of an empty room chatting online with visi-
fors

Among his first buys online: shampoo, tollet paper. cleaning
supplies and carry-out food.

Bug bites baby

SEOUL: Y2K comiputer glitches cut oft heating and hot water
in an apartment block and caused a hospital to record a
newborn baby's age as 100, government officials said Sunday,
reports AP.

About 900 apartments in Pyongchon, just south of Seoul,
went without heat for several hours Saturday when a central
heating system malfunctioned.

Technicians luter fixed the problem, after switching the
system (o manual control,

In the nearby city of Ansan, a hospital said Sunday that its
computer recorded a newborn's birthday as Jan 1, 1900 — (n-
stead of the correct Jan 1, 2000,

Another hospital in the city was forced to shut down equip-
ment used (o measure a patient's bone density because the ma-
chine could not register the vear 2000

Patients were not harmed in either case. hospital officials
sald.

All the reparted Y2K problems in South Korea occurred in
Kyongyi province surrounding Seoul, The region had been ac-
cuse(s of neglecting Y2K preparations.

"These problems happened because technicians did not re-
E,Im:c their outdated computer soltware,” said Kim Sung-il, a

2K troubleshooter at the provincid government.
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