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Experts turn focus to today's business opening

'Y2Kbug not squashed yet

HONG KONG, Jan 2: The
millennium buﬁ may have
failed to crash this
global party, but it could still be
carrying a stng in its tail,
ernments and international

e:;Perts warned today, reports

The reopening on Monday of
financial markets, banks and
other businesses will provide a
.~ major test for computers that

were not put under any real
stain over the holiday weekend.

Computer analysts have alsn
warned the bug could be a
ual phenomenon, with min
problems accumulating tn a

int where they can wreak real

avoc.

The possibility of late-
emerging problems was under-
scored by the world's most fa-
nwous computer tycoon, Mi-
crosolt’'s Bill Gates, although he
ruled out any major disastm,

“In the months ahead,
are going to hear about fa 1ng
system. It's not going to be
catastrnphnc but there will be a
lot of snafus.” he predicted.

Alter Monday., Thursday is
the next gatentlal trigger for
problems. That is when systemns
that failed to make the transi-
tion. and are using the 1900 cal-
tndar will incorrectly consider

weekend's -

this to be the first weekend day
of the year.

A year with an extra day in
February could also cause com-
puter havoc, analysts have
warined.

More than 3000 billion dol-

Iars is conservatively estimated
lo have heen sri-ent uround the

world on getting computers
ready for 2000. And there has
been a lot of euphoria since the
new year arrived without any
major catastrophe.

ut Harris Miller, president
of the US-based World Infor-
mation Technology and Ser-
vices Alliance TSA), sald
Monday “when computers wlll
face Increased usage and stress.”
would be a serious test.

US business gets back to
work on Monday and the New
York Stock Exchange held spe-
cial tests on Saturday to make
sure its computers would be
ready.
An NYSE statement sald the
tests were successfully passed
and the exchange would open
for business on Monday.

Most Asfan markets do not
resume trading until Tuesday,
but after weekend test-runs,
they pronounced themselves
rra_tlz_l.n or action.

e Stock Exchange of Thai-

land carried out a test run in-
volving the simulation of 40
billion baht (1.1 billion dollars)
of trading — ten times average
dall volumes.

“Investors can rest assured
that it will be business as usual
for securities trading on Tues-
day,” Exchange President
Vicharat Vichi-Vadakan said.

Bul the Australian Securities
and Investment Commission
(ASIC) said the business sector
would not be out of the Y2K
woods until all systems and

records had been completely

checked.

"We probably won't find out
for a while because they'll all be
doing their own private testing
and won't let us know that
there's a problem until Tues-
dag ASIC spokeswoman lrene

rien said.

Bruce McConnell, Director
of the International Y2K Coop-
eration Center (IYZKCC), the
main global center monitoring

the huF also warned there
would have to be long term
monitoring.

In an interview with AFP he
said. "We predicted few il any
disruptions, and at this point
we have none.

“There are problems that
have happened that we don’'t

Asian stocks confident to
witness bumper 2000

HONG KONG, Jan 2: Asia's
leading stock markets today
confidently pronounced them-
selves (o be Y2K compliant and
fully ready for what is expected
to be a bumper year of trading,
says AFP.

Most of the region's bourses,
the majority of which do not re-
sume business until Tuesday,
spent the weekend carrying out
simulated trading in a bid to
guarantee that computer sys-
tems would not crash under the

weight of a regular day's buying

and selling.

In Bangkok. the "Big Test"

involved snnulatmv_ trading
volumes of more than a billion
dollars — ten times the daily
average.

“The success of (the) ‘Big Test'
confirmed that the systems of
the Stock Exchange of Thai-
land, member companies and
all relevant industry players
are fully Y2K compliant and

ready for trading on January 4."
SET president Vicharat Vichit-
Vadakan said.

Investors can rest assured
that it will be business as usual
for securities trading that day.”

The Philippine Stock -
change, whic does reopen on
Monday, said (wo days of mock
trading involving two thirds of

“member brokers had not re-

vealed any hitches.

"There was no report of any
problems encountered, all our
systems are running smoothly,”
Eefren Simo, head of the PSE's
automated trading group, told
AFP.

Brokers in Manila. as else-
where. said the absence of any
serious Y2K problems could
help shares start the year with a
ral x'

Il 486 trading members of
the Hong Kong stock exchange
participated in simulated
transactions of more than 300

billion Hong Kong dollars
(38.46 billion dollars US). said
spokeswoman Lorraine Chan.

‘Our system and our mem-
bers’ went through the healthi-
ness check successfully and it
proves that our system is Y2K
ready.

There was a more cautious
message from Australia, where
the Securities and Investment
Commission [(ASIC) warned
that it was too early to say the
Y2K spectre had been banished.

“We probably won't find out
for a while because they'll all be
doing their own private tesling
and won't let us know that
there's a problem until Tues-
day.” ASIC spokeswoman Irene
O'Brien said,

The Australian Stock Ex-
change (ASX) however said its
critical s]ystcms were fully op-
erational follawing the datc
change.

rise on 2000, the
lights still shined,
chines spat oul cash, telephones
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Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh
Office of the Executive Engineer

PWD Division, Natore

Notice Inviting Tenders

No 20/1999-2000

Sealed tenders in Bangladesh Form No 2911 are hereby invited from approved and valid civil, sanitary
& E/M contractors of PWD according to their financial limit as per category of contractor for respective
(Le. civil, sanitary and electrical work) the undermentioned works and will be received by the undersigned
as well as by the Executive Engineer, PWD Division No I/11 Rajshahi/Pabna/Naogaon and Sub-
Divisional Engineer, PWD Sub-Division, Nababganj up to 12-00 Noon on 18-1-2000 in their tender box kept
for the purpose in the room of the undersigned as well as by the Executive Engineer, PWD Division No I/
Rajshahi/Pabna/Naogaon and Sub-Divisional Engineer, PWD Sub-Division, Nababganj will be opened by
them in their respective offices on the same day at 12-30 PM in presence of the tenderers who may like
lo remain present, Separate tender will have to be submitted for civil, sanitary and electrical work

separately.
S Name of work Estimated Eamest | Classes of contractors entitled to
PSS o s cost |  money ___ submit tender ‘
1 | Const o guardshed attached to | 7,22,008/= | 14,440/= | a) Sp 1st class, combined 1st
(a) | Deputy Commissioner's Court - class, 1st class, 2nd class & 3rd
' bidg at Natore under the class approved & valid civil
scheme of 44 New Dist H/Q at contractors of PWD of their
Natore (civil work). financial limit.
| Group No 1 (one) i
(b) | -do- internal sanitary and water | 1,03,286/= 2,066/= | b) All classes sanitary & plumbing
supply arrangement. Group No Il contractors.
{two). |
(c) | -do- intemnal electrical works. 95,943/= | 1,119/= |c¢) All classes E/M contractors
Group No [If (three). who have valid ABC/BC/C
| supervisory licence from the E/M
Licensing Board.

Contract documents consisting

of Bangladesh Form No 2911, schedule of items of work, additional

terms and conditions can be seen and purchased from the office of the undersigned, Executive Engineer,
PWD Division No )/ll Rajshahi/Pabna/Naogaon and Sub-Divisional Engineer, PWD Sub-Division,
Nababganj on payment of usual charges (non-refundable), The tender form may be purchased by the

contractor himse
hours
171 Eng
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or his representative on production of authorisation letter bearing the s
representative duly attested by the contractor along with the r

ignature of the

istration book in any day durin
to 17-1-2000. No tender forms and schedule of items :F work etc. will be solg aﬁagr mgp&fﬂ::

Executive Engineer
PWD Dision
Natore

know about. But none of them
are algﬂﬂcant enough to have
caused serious disruptions in
anrlce lu significant numbers
0

ralsed the work done,
sayin t could be "a major suc-
cess” but warned: "We are re-
maining vigilant, at least until
Tuesday, because many systems
have nut be tested in a live envi-
ronment.

Whal I expect is that we will
see, on Monday, Tuesday and
Wednesday. business system
making mistakes and that will
cause headaches, hiccups and
inconveniences for people.

"And it will be probably the
third week of January before we
have a full sense of what the

impact of Y2K has been. We are
not yet out of the woods.”

euters says from Singa-

pore: The world's compulers ap-

ar to have ridden out the mil-

Fe nium bug without a sneeze,

with experts turning their focus

to Monday when big financial
markets and businesses reopen.

As revellers watched the sun
found that
bank ma-

[unctioned and planes stayed
airborne.

Predictions of cyberspace
chaos proved as emply as the
prophecies of Christian dooms-
day cultists In Jerusalem,
leaving experts lo question
whether the $S600 billion price
tag to immunize business and
government against the Y2K bug
was necessary,

The fears were that comput-
ers would read 2000 as 1900 and
shut down. But industry and
government officials warned
against premature celebrations.
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trade drops

YANGON, Jan 2: Myanmar's
foreign trade, including the
border trade, totaled 2.429 bil-
lion US dollars in the first eight
months of 1999, a 6.14 per cent
drop over the same period of the

previous gear according to the
Ctnlrul latistical Organisa-
tion. says Xinhua.

Of the total trade, Imports
were 1.604 billlon dollars while
exports stood at B25 million
dollars, producing a (rade
deficit of 779 million dollars,
the organisation said in its lat-
est data.

During the eight-month pe-
riod, the import value of capital
goods, consumers [lems an
termediate goods accounted for
48.81 per cent, 39.26 per cent
and 11.93 per cent of the total
imports, respectively, the
statistics show. The figures also
Indicate that durin% 1e period,
the import value of the privale
sector amounted to 1. 144 bil-
llon dollars. making up 71.32
per cent of the total Import

in- .

while its expo

rt value was 613.0

million dollars. or 74 .4 per cenl

of the total exports.

The import and export value
of the government sector during

the

eriod accounted for only

28.68 per cent and 25.6 per cent,

respectively.

Foreign investment

declines

Meanwhile, another report
says: Myanmar received a total
of 13.143 milllon US dollars of
foreign investment in six pro-
Jects in the first seven months
of 1999, a drop of 94.36 per cent

over the same period of the

pre-

vious year when 233.359 mil‘

lion dollars came in,

The investment came f[rom

Thailand,

India, Japan.
donesia and South Korea,

In-

Myanmar experienced a
sharp drop of foreign Invest-
ment year by year,

According to the official fig-
ures, the country received 2.3
billion dollars of the invest-
ment In 1996, 1.256 billion dol-
lars In 1997 and 248 million
dollars in 1998.

The sharp drop of forelgn
investment s attributed
mainly to the Impact of the
Asian financial crisis which

has brought about a reduction -

of 70 per cent of Investment
fromm member countries of the
Assoclation of Southeast Asian
Nations.

Arcurdlrﬁ to official statis-
tics, since Myanmar opened Lo
foreign Investment in late 1988,
the country had drawn from 24
countries and regions a total of
7.101 billion dollars of the in-
vestment in 317 projects as of
the end of July 1999,

IATA hails smooth
millennium

transition

MONTREAL. Jan 2: Aviation
Industry officials expressed sal-
isfaction yesterday for a suc-
cessful transition to the year
2000, with planes flying with-
out incident, says AFP.

Pierre Jeannlot, prc:-;idcnt of
the International Air Trans-
port Association (IATA), an as-
sociation of airlines, sald that
the regional surveillance cen-
ters established with the Inter-
national Civil Aviation Organ-
Isation (ICAQO), a United Na-
lions organization, report no
year 2000 assoclated problems.

“There has been no impact
on airline ability to offer nor-
mal services,” he said.

¥

Filipino teenagers check their mobile phones for Y2K bug problems Sunday. Filipino

teenagers are becoming hooked to mobile phone with

the text messaging offered by

mobile phone companies a big craze for the youth. Meanwhile, the Philippine Y2K task
force reported no disruption in the key sectors such as power, transportation, banking

and telecommunication.

-AFP photo

m;t Daily ﬁll‘

e

Shipping Infelligence

Chittagong Port

Bcrlh Position and Performance of Vessels as on 01.01.2000.

L. Port Local Dale of Leaving
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Dhaka WASA
Tender Notice
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remains present).

4 Kﬂfl N
of the undersigned.
Address:

WASA Bhaban

98. Kazi Nazrul Islam
Avenue, Dhaka
WASA-PI-445/99
DFP-29148-28/12
G-05

Tenders are invited from enlisted class I mechanical,
electrical contractors with ABC licences of Dhaka WASA for
installation of chlorination system for 30 deep tubewells and
commissioning work under interim project- 4 at an allocated
expenditure of Taka 10,54,260)/-. Tenders will be recerved till
12-00 noon on 17/1/2000 and will be opened the same day at
2-00 pm before the tenderers or their representatives (if anyone

Schedule of tender will be available in the office of the
{1 Chicf Accounts Officer of Dhaka WASA. WASA Bhaban, 98,
azrul Islam Avenue, Dhaka and all MODS zone offices
of Dhaka WASA. Other details will be available in the office

AKM Zafarullah
Project Director
Interim Project-4
Dhaka-WASA

— -

Dhaka WASA Tender Notice

Russia sees new

[.ondon Club
talks 1in Jan

" MOSCOW. Jan 2: Russia's
Finance Minister Mikhail
Kasyanov said yesterday a new
round of restructuring negotia-
tions with the London Club of
private creditors could start at
the end of January, reports
Reuters.

"Our positions continue 1o
diverge on the level of debt re-
lief, but they are not far [rom
cach other,” Kasyanov told a
news conference. "Positions on
other matters ... do not differ
strongly either.”

Russia and the Club are in
talks to restructure the 32 bil-

lion debt the government
inherited from the Soviet
Union.

Russia wants a 40 per cent
debt reduction and an easier
ayment schedule in exchange
or awarding the debt a more
senior status.

Kasyanov said Russia was
due to pay $3 billion in foreign
debt in the first quarter of next
year out of $10.2 billion total

J due in 2000.
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Name of work

Tenders are invited from Dhaka WASA enlisted Ist, 2nd & 3rd class Mechanical & Electrical
contractors for the undermentioned work.

] Alotted cost ]

e e T . e =

Date & time of recerv mlg,

or their representatives (if any).

Address;

Elephant Road, Kakrail
Dhaka
WASA-P:1:-444/99
DFP-29077-27/12
G-02

type chlorin set; "Group-D",
Tenders will be opened at 2:00 PM on the date of receiving tender in presence of the tenderers

tender

1) Manufacturing, supply and testing of materials for Taka 17/01/2000 up to 12:00
repairing and urgent maintenance of 12 multistage  1,18,687/= Noon
booster pump of gas set. "Group-A."

2) Repairing of 6 single stage booster pump motors Taka -do-
of gas set and manufacturing, supply and testing  1.07,089/=
of lead circuit used for fixing gas filled cylinder in
gas set. "Group-B."

3) Manufacturing, supply & testing of materials for Taka -do-
repairing, htting-fixing and urgent maintenance of  1,18,474/= :
20 BIF type chlorin pump metor sets. "Group-C'.

4) Manufacturing and supplying, fixing and testing Taka- ~do-
of spare parts and materials for repairing of BIF

(,I8,518/=

Scheule of tender will be available at the office of the Chief Accounts Officer nf Dhaka WASA,
WASA Bhaban, 98, Kazi Nazrul Islam Avenue, Dhaka and all MODS Zone offices of Dhaka
WASA. Other details will be available at the office of the undersigned.

Igbal Hossain Bhuiyan

Executive Engineer
SOC Division
Dhaka WASA.

Berth  Name of Vessels Cargo
No * Call Agent Arrival ,
J/1 Joy World (48) @ Indo SSl).  30/12 2/1
J/2 Peleas-K C Clink Indo MBL 27/12 8/1
J/3 Lady Emily Wheat (P)  Sing MSA 23/11 2/}
J/4 Banglar Doot Wheat (G) - BSC R/A 2/1
J/5 Ap) Anand Gl (Copra) Sing Allseas 3/12 5/1
J/6 Edip Karashasan DP/ET (P) Sing MSA 28/11 6/1
J/7 Phonix-M RS/WT (P) Lapa MSA 20/11 771
J/B Ayubla Urea (G) Kara Litmond 27/12 A/1
J/9 Jin Cheng G Cing BDShip 4/12 1/1
J/10 Banglar Urmi Wheat (G) - BSC R/A 2/1
J/11 Jin B1 GI(DPI Sing Seacom 9/12 5/1
J/12 Sl Irens Cont - o 27/12 4/1
J/13  Banga Birol Cont Sing BDShip 26/12 I
CCT/1 Jaya Mars Cont Col Baridht 20/12 2/1
CCT/2 Tiger River Cont Sing Nol 22/12 4/1
CCT/3 0OSG Alpha Cont Sing RSL 20/12 a/1
M/14 Jid) GI(WTCE) Bang Cindy 22/12 4/1
RM/15 Xinag Cheng A Tang BDShp 19/12 -
(88 Al Marzan C Clink Pada RML 21/12 1/1
GS) Evrimedon Wheat (G) Jord Ancient 3/12 1/1
TSP Tia Estela RSulp BAbb Seacom 13/12 6/1
RM/3 Spril CSO Ind Rainbow  23/12 2/1
RM/5 Temasek HSD  Sing ECSL. 20/12 2/1
RM/6 Sibirsk CClink Pada Apex 22/12 3/1
DOJ Banglar Jyoti coi BSC R/A 2/1
DIMJ/1 Banglar Maya Repalr BSC R/A 10/1
M/9 Banglar Kallol Onion BC R/A 77
CUFLJ Banglar Gourab Wheat (G) - BSC R/A :
KAFCO () Martina Fert (Bag) Mong SMSL 17/10 16/1

Vessels due at outer anchorage

E—

Name of Vessels Date of L Port Local Cargo Loading
Arrival  Call Agent Parl
Sarah-1 1/1 Yang SMSL Gl Onion) -
QC Teal (Cont) 22/12 1/1 - OCSL Cont Sing
Falrbanks 1/1 Cdl Anclent  Wheal (G) .
Norbulk Oak (48)15/12 3/1 Eol Seacom G (St Cofl) '
Ocean Leo (48) 26/12 4/1 Hald JF Gl (51 Collj
Kota Naga (Cont) 23/12 2/] Sing Pl (BD} Gl (5LColl)
Da Fa (Cont) 20/12 3/1 Sing RSL Cang Sing
Gun Madden 2/1 Bal Ralnbow R Seed
Ostertor 4/1 Slchy Driling/S
urvey Purpose -
Xpress Nilgri (Cont) 28/2 4/2 Sing RSL Cont Sing
Lord P 5/12 Vane SST Wheat -
GC Pintadl [Cont) 26/12 5/1 QCSL Cont Sing
Banga Diraj (Cont) 23/12 5/1 = BDShip Cont Sing
Efwn 5/1 55y SSL Gl (St Coll) -
Esirella Eterna (Rorn/24) 26/12 5/12 Everelt Vehi
Aealer 5/l Bont NSC Urea (C)
Bunga Mas Lapan (Cont) 28/12 6/12 P Kel EOSL Cont sing
Qc Mallard 7/1 QCSL. Cont Sing
Kota Cahaya 29/12 8/1 Sing Pl (BD) Cont Sing
Mary Nour 8/1 BSL. Cement
Yasmina 10/1 Kirwa SMSL Urea (G)
Jurong Balsam 29/12 10/1 Sing NOL Comt Sing
Banglar Moni (Cont) 30/12 10/1 Sing BRSC Cont Sing
Tug Ena Fortune 10/1 Sing MBL - .
Oscar Venture (Roro/24) 26/12 19/1 Sing IF Vehl
Tanker Due
Ervilla 1/1 Sing ECSL HSD -
Guryev 4/1 : Rainbow  CPO :
Name of Vessels Cargo Last Port Local Date of
Call Agent Arrival
Vessels of Kutubia
Energuy Exdplorer-IV - -~ BBAL o/ 1
Dea Champion —~ KDia BBAL R/A(01/12)
Ismaya - BBAL 17/8
MFB Devi Matha BBAL 24/10
MFB Sona BBAL 24/10
MFB Lakshmi BBAL 24/10
Seabulk Command - - IBS R/A(26/12)
Smit Lloyd-27 Sing SI Chy 2/12
Marine-305 - Sing Sl Chy 2/12
Smit Loyd-110 D Mat - BSL 29/12
Keiko C Oil RSL 27/12
Banglar Shourabh C Oil BSC R/A(1/1)
Chesapeake Trader Wheat (G) Benam 28/12
Banglar Robi Wheat (G) BSC R/A(31/12)
Vessels at outer anchorage
Ready No
Pira Wheat (P) Vama  Seaglory 28/11
Jon Jin Gl (Malzc) Chin Apex 6/12
Vero a Busa Prog 20/12
Santa Suria Gl (Log) Yang AMBL 24/12
Xpress Makalu (Cont) Cont Col Baridhi 25/12
Kota Singa (Cont) Cont Sing Pil (BD) 26/12
Delos-1 Wheat (G) K Dia BSST R/A(19/12)
Unity Wheat (G) - SSST R/AR5/12)
Kota Berjaya (Cont) Cont Sing : 28/12
Iiunga Mas Enam (Cont) Cont P Kel EOSL. 28/12
Bunga Mas Lima Cont P Kel EOSL 29/12
Achlever (Cont) Cont Sing RSL 30/12
Banglar Kakoli d Male BSC 31/12
Osg Argosy (Cont) Cont Cal Baridhi e 31/12
Shun Cheng A Sing Seaglory 31/12
Hathing Urea (G) Ummsa Litndon 27/12
Sea Happiness & Hald JF 1/1
Seri Ibonda Wheat (G) Rouen Lams 26/12
Vessels not ready
Thank God R Phos Hamr Seacom 18/12
Jaami Urea (G) Ruwa Rovyal 29/12
Al Shams C Clink Krab RML 29/12
Yusul-K CDSO Sanl Rainbow 27/12
Ebuma Hsd/Jet-01 Sing ECSL 31/12
Med Virggio Wheat(P) Odesa Total 31/12
Ocean Prayer Urta (G) Surja INSC 31/12
Eomeyko Fert(G) Juba Unship 1/1
Vessels awaiting instruction
Ritz Rice(P) -- Cross R/A(25/9)
Xing Ye Rice(G) - MHCSL R/A20/6)
Revenge -- -~ Sunshine R/A9/10)
Phaethon -~ -- OWSL « R/A121/12)
Tug Magarita -- -~ BBAL 17/9
Smit Lloyd-74 - K.Dia BBAL R/A(22/12)
Zoom Ocean Cement Nampan -- 1/12
Vessels not entering
Leopard- 1 C Clink Thai ANCL 22/12
Lady Juliel Mop Niko Litmond 15/12
Al Bauraq Cement Pada Jaycee 28/12
Makmur Perkasa Cement T Park Jaycee 22/12
Banglar Mookh Wheat (G) BSC R/AR7/12)
Nego Lombok GI/MS Hong  Rainbow 27/12
Fantasy - - Litmond R/A(13/12)
Kokandarm Fedko Scraping AHZ R/APM/12)
Jinchon Bao - - OTBL 29/12
Athkenian Friendship Scraping Sing Simni 29/12
Tasmia - - Nishan 29/7
Karya Sentosa Rice (G) - USTC _R/A(18/9)
Movement of Vessels for 2, 3 & 4. 1.2000
Oulgoing ___Incoming __Shilting
jf?l Joy World DAJ B Shourabh RM/15 Xiang Cheng To JJ/S
J/3 L.Emily J/10 Delos-1  CUFLJ  B.Gourabh ToJ/4
J/4 B.Doot GSJ Pira J/8 Ayubia To J/9
J/10 B.Urmi RM/6 Ebuma
CCT/1 Jaya Mars RM/3 Yusul K
GSJ Evrimedon RM/15 Hal Hing
RM/3  Sprit CCT/1 X Makalu
RM/6 Temasek NB Unity
RM/6  Sibrisk ocl Al Shams
R4
J/13 B.Birol DQU B.Jyoti 2
CCT/3  Osg Alpha NB B.Kakoli
DO B.Shourabh J/13 QC Teal
CCT/3 K Singa
RM/5 Ervillia
"4 |
J/12 S.T.Trene DAJ B Shourabh RM/14 Jidi To NB
JR2 T.River J/12 K Berjaya
CCT/1 X Makau CCT/2 B.M. Enam
Da) B.Jyotl CCT/1 - B.M. Lima
RM/6 Ebuma N N.Oak
RM/3  Yusul-K RM/3 Guryev

The above are ahlpping position and pcrfnrmance of vessels of
Chittagong Port as per berthing sheet of CPA supplied by HRC

Grogn. Dhaka.




