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Chittagong braces for
violent polls today

First day of 48-hour ‘curfew hartal’ sees 15 hurt

From Staff Correspondent

-

CHITTAGONG, Jan 2: Every-
thing is set for holding the Chit-
tagong City Corporation (CCC)
polls tomorrow despite the boy-
cotting Opposition's 48-hour
‘curfew hartal’ that began in the
city this morning.

The 'curfew hartal'. as the
four-party oppeosition alliance
called it to keep voters indoors.
left al least 15 people injured in
clashes between law enforcers
and pickels and in sporadic
bomb explosions.

City dwellers fear
widespread violence tomorrow
because ol the government-op-
position stand-oll over holding
the polls.

Police said they foiled an at-
tempt at snatching ballot boxes
today from Kapasgola area.
They resorted to lathi charge
while the anti-polls activists
blasted cocktails.

The Election Commission
has identilied 201 out of 350
polling centres as "risky” and
deployed huge security [orces

One killed while

making bombs
in Ctg?

From Staff Correspondent

Unconfirmed sources said
that one person. identified as
Forkan, 28, was killed in an ex-
plosion while making bombs in
Pahartoli area today.

Police did not confirm the
death, saying that one youth
was injured.

The injured youth was un-
dergoing treatment at Chit-
tagong Medical College Hospi-
tal, police added.

with orders for ensuring peace-
ful voting “at any cost”, sources
said. Security has been tight-
ened in and around the ‘risky’
centres,

The governemnl carlier
declared a public holiday In the
port city tomorrow.

A total of 220 army, 550
BDR, 5400 Ansars and 4000 po-
licemen have been deployed.

Army and BDR men have al-
ready started patrolling the city
streets and they will work as
"striking force” during the
polling. There will be around 28
policemen and Ansars in each

olling centre and the rest will
e in mobile duty.

A panicky situation pre-
vailed In the city today while
most of roads wore a deserted
look.

Bomb explosions were heard
from 6 am today in most arcas
of city. Panicked residents
hardly dared to come out of
their houses in the morning

while pickets were very active

to chase the pedestrians, wit-
nesses said.
Even female garments work-

ers were driven back home by

pickets. Both passengers and

rickshawpullrs were assaulted
by
witnesses said. At least fifty
rickshaws were damaged.

pickets at different points,

Bombs wére exploded inter-
mittently at different places till
writing of this report at 7 pm.

Pollice arrested 10 pickets.

Pickets clashed with police
at different places including
Aturar Depot, Dewanbazar Nur
Ahmed road and Badamtoli, po-
lice and witnesses said.

A police man was lngured in
the leg due to misfire from his
shotgun.

A ward commissioner can-
didate ward was reportedly as-
saulted at Badamtoli at noon by
opposition activists, witnesses
said.

Five powerful bombs were

See Page 12 Col 1

An injured person cries in pain (left) while
(right) marked what the opposition leaders ¢

being taken to hospital as numerous blasts
alled curfew hartal in Chittagong yesterday.
—Courtesy: Prothom Alo

Gayeshwar indicted
1N COrruption case

The Divisional Special
Judge's Court ol Dhaka yester-
day indicted BNP leader and
former State Minister for Envi-
ronment and Forest Gayeshwar
Chandra Roy in a corruption
case, court officials said. re-
ports BSS.

Judge Mohammad Fazlul
Karim has framed the charge
after hearing the proasecution
and the defence lawvers and
fixed February 13 for examin-
ing the proseculion witnesses.
Gayeshwar was present during
the indictment.

The Anti-Corruption Bureau
filed the case against Gayesh-
war accusing him of wasting
government money amounting
fo taka more than 14 lakh by
misusing power.

— Inside Today
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A Cabinet minister has de-
manded of the prime minister
that she Lake steps Lo begin trial
of the 1971 war criminals in-
cluding Jamaat supremo by
2000.

“Since Independence no Ra-
jakars have been killed al-
though innumerable freedom

| fichters murdered. We would

like to hear the prime minister
announcing date of trial of all
Razakars including Golam
Azam within year 2000,” JSD
resident and fisheries and
ivestock minister A S M Rab
said yesterday.

Rab echoed leaders of the
seven-year-old campaign to
force trial of the war criminals
who raised demands for their
Immediate trial.

Waler resources minister

Abdur Razzaq was among the
speakers who complained about
t'EI)'!eZ failure to put the criminals
on the dock.
The national coordination
committee of the Ghatak-Dalal
Nirmul Committee organised
the rally at Paltan Maidan in
the city.

The Rajakars (collaborators
of Pakistan army) can never be
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leader Golam Azam.

By Staff Correspondent

pardoned, they said. They were
forgiven in the past but [ailed to
show any respect to that.

Trying the Razakars and the
autocrats is needed to honour
the Constitution as well as save
democracy.

“"We declare war against the
Razakars, Al-Badrs and Al-
Shams. They are carrying out
anti-Islam activities. We cannot
build the mnation {f they
continue to exist,” said minis-
ter Abdur Razzak, a top leader
ol the committee.

“There are clear evidences of
mass killing. We have already
dug out the human remains.
Such killings were carried out
in a planned way. We demand
graves of the collaborators by
2000, said Sammilito
Sangskritik Jote leader Ra-
mendu Majumdar.

“They have already got
united to destroy democracy
and now plan to gradually take
over state power. It Is time we,
the freedom fighters, got united
to resist their bid.”

“In 30 years we have failed to
bring them to justice. Let us
take renewed pledge to resist the
Rajakars’ activities,” said

e L]
X

Nirmul Committee leaders, who include two Cabinet ministers, march in a procession in
the city yesterday chanting demand for trial of 1971 war criminals including Jamaat

Women's rights activist Ayesha
Khanam.

“Razakars should be barred
(rom taking part in any elec-
tions. Some vested quarters are
trying to stand in the way of our
movement. We will resist them
al any cost.,” pledged Proflessor
Khan Sarwar Murshid, a lor-
mer vice chancellor.

Committee president Hasan
Imam announced plans for
countrywide protests, proces-
sions and rallies on January 22

in order to rejuvenate the cam-
paign.

The rally over, they marched
to Jatlya Press Club and burmnt a
nuimber of effigies ol Jamaal-e-
Islami chief Golam Azam.

The speakers also included
JSD general secrelary Hasanul
Huq Inu. Chairman of
Bangladesh Muktijoddha
Command Council Prof Ahad

Choudhury, freedom f{ighters
Kamal Pasha Choudhury and

Rowshan Jahan Sathi, Dr Wa- .

fedul Islam, Habibur Rahman
Khan, Dilip Barua and Prof Ab-
dul Mannan Choudhury.

—Slar photo
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Half—day
“hartal
today

6am to noon
countrywide

By Staff Correspondent

The BNP-led opposition al-
liance has called a six-hour.
countrywide hartal beginning 6

a.m. to protest today’s
“unilateral® polls in the Chit-
tagong City Corporalion.

Originally scheduled for
seven hours, the hartal was re-
duced following a request from
the country’s business commu-
nity. However, the duration of
the hartal in Chittagong re-
mains unchanged.

Anwar Zahid, a BNP leader,
announed the decision at a
yress briefing on behalfl of the
}'nur-parl}r alliance.

Zahid said the opposition
has no plans to call another
hartal before Eid. but will not
hestitate if compelled to do so

See Page 12 Col 2

Obscene indifference

Law-enforcers sleep as ‘revellers’ rule

Police haven't arrested any-
one for the sexual assault on a
young woman at the TSC Satur-
day morning, despite pho-
tographs of the incident in all
the national dailies yesterday.

Police rescued l?lrc helpless
woman at about 2:15 am on
Saturday alter protests by wit-
nesses and the press, almost 20
minutes after the attack began.

The woman was molested,
trampled by the pack of hyenas
who pounced on her, some
flashing their teeth in a sadistic
joy while the held part ol her
dress, said a Daily Star photog-
rapher who witnessed lﬁt inci-
dent.

“I even asked the police to
use their guns. to fire buck shot
or tear gas to drive away the
maniacs,” said the holnfirm
pher, a victim himsell of police
rubber bullets during a recent

Iimrlal.

By Special Correspondent

A K M Shamsuddin, the DMP
commissioner, sald police have
been ordered to arrest the
“culprits involved In assaulting
a lady on DU cam?ua on the
31st night. It was a barbaric in-
cident and we cannol lolerate
|

The commissioner said the
DC (South) has formed a com-
mittee Lo Investigate the attack.
Police didn’t arrest anyone dur-
ing the attack because there
were too many people, said
Shamsuddin. He said the num-
ber of police deployed on New
Year's Eve was adequate.

Shamsuddin said they
couldn’t trace the culprits until

yesterday, but they will be
taken to task for the attack.
Speaking to The Daily Star

yesterday. the officer-in-charge
of Ramna tried to justify the
police’'s inaction when he sug-
gested the woman was

“improperly dressed and danc-
ing."

“"What is so big to you Iis
nothing to us. We have seen it in
the newspaper. If someone
dances nakedly we have noth-
ing to do. You are trying to play
it big,” said Rafiqul Islam. No
one complained abou. the inci-
dent, said Islam.

Shamsuddin said it's not a
question of who is dressed in
what kind of attire. The ques-
tion is whether the police are
providing safety and security 1o
the person concerned.

A huge contingent of police
was posted throughout the city,
including the university. 1o
prevent trouble.

Only two organisations have
protested the attack on the
woman: the Sexual Harassment
Resistance Committee and the
United Peoples Democralic
Front.

To err are rice prices

Silos run out of space thanks to high yields

By Reaz Ahmad, back from Dinajpur

Erratic pricing of rice
marked the seasonal trading In
the northern zone despite large
government stockpiles.

Having grown two bumper
crops in succession. farmers did
not nish to sell their produce In
order to ¢et a reasonably fair
price,

Iarmers in the northern rice
niw bets said there were ups and
downis in amat: prices this year.

At Poolhut wholesale mar-
ket in Dinajpur, coarse aman
rice was being sold at Tk 400 per
maund (37.5 kg). Swarmna at Tk
440, Paijam between Tk 500
and 550, Kataribhog at Tk 800
anG onhgura at Tk 1050

Al Teromile Bazaar, 13
kilometres north off Dinajpur
town. aman paddy was on sale
between Tk 550 and 600 per
sack (75 kg).

Rabiul Hossain. a [armer
from bordering area ol Khanpur
in Dinajpur. said. “Initially the

prices offered to farmers were
too low. butl now prices started
picking up gradually although
they are yet to touch the ex-
pected level”.

Dinajpur farmers snubbed
the government’'s procuremednt
drive as ‘horrible’, savin: tli
were no rooms for stockpiling
in the silos.

Officiads ir» D K
all-tirnme et oo ol one and
a halt oulbion onnes (MT) ol
loodurains in the silos have pul
the poverniment in a tough situ-
alion.

The government is going to
immediately offload a big
chunk ol food réserves Lo

L said an

with the problem. To'start withy -

it is offloading 40,000 MT in the
form of special Eid ‘food bonus’
for the poor and is aiming at
downsizing the reserves (o one
million MT from 1.5 million by
April.

Subsenuent bumpers in lasl

boro and current aman flooded
rice markets. But the well-off
farmers took a slow-go ap-
proach towards the season-
opening sale and stockpiled
some Lo get a hizh price.

*Late sale of farmers’ ow
Locs would provide them w»
necessary cash to buy inpulis
boro planting starting Irom
mid-January”, explained one
larmer.

Ashok Kumar, a wholesaler
at Poolhut, said price might
pick up gradually as demands
from Dhaka and Chittagong
were on the slide.

However, officials allayed
fears about price fluctuglions.
They said-al tHe- beginning ‘of
the season farmers usually sell
‘wet aman' which could earn
relatively lower price lor them.
*But now that farmers are com-
ing up with relatively better
quality grains that are well
sun-dried, good prices deli-

nitely wait for V'

Meanwh afthrerny larm
ers donhied 1he v rNuicrnaLs
projes | i high aman output
across the country, saving this

VO vicld is hardly anything
near that of the previous year.
\inan production did not mark
any growth in northern zones
they added

Sources in Lhe
ministry. however. justified the
bumper projection of amar
which is well over 12 millian
MT padday 2
plentv in amar: season in the
soulh and central <

arriculture

SAving

Quoting- -some souileri
fArmers. a Novartis news bul-
letin also projected good aman
vield in Barisal and Satkhira.

" According to the ministry
officials. there have been very
good yields also in the central
districts of Faridpur and Gopa:-

Tt

DU to probe
New Year

assault
By DU Correspondent

Dhaka University authori-
ties yesterday condemned the
sexual assault ol a young
woman at the TSC during New
Year's celebrations.

The authorities announced
the formation of three-member
committee, headed by pro vice-
chancellor Prof M Shahdat Ali,
to investigate the attack.

The other members of the
commiltee include the universi-
ty's treasure and Proctor A K M
Nurun Nabi. The committee
has been asked to submit its re-
port on the attack as quickly as
possible.

See Page 12Ccl 8

Arsenic detector
at Dhaka

Community
Hospital

By Staff Correspondent

An arsenic detector was in-
stalled at the Dhaka Commu-
nity Hospital (DCH) yesterday
to test waler from tube wells
across the country.

The detector can measure
concentrations of arsenic much
lower than the permissible
level of 0.05 milligram per litre
or 50 parts per bihlon. The hos-
pital used to test its water sam-
ples at a laboratory at Jadavpur
University in Calcutta.

Dhaka Community Hospital
is testing water samples Irom
tube wells In villages across the
country where arsenic contam-
ination is very acute. The hos-

ital, with technical support
rom Jadavpur Universily, was
the first to identify presence of
arsenic in the country's ground
walter..

A surveys. funded by the
UNDP, the World Bank and Ja-
davpur University, is attempt-
ing to determine the severity of
arsenic contamination in the
country.

ISLAMABAD, Jan 2: Amidsl
conflicting propaganda over the
hostage drama at Kandahar in
Southern Afghanistan, Pak-
jstan’'s army ruler
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Musharrafl has toughened his
stand on the Kashmir lssue
with India, reports IPS.

Both the countries have,
since the Christmas Eve hijack-
ing of an Indian Airlines air-

bus, been accusing each other

over the media of mastermind-
ing the Incident

Pervez

and holding

hostage 155 passengers to for-
ward their respective lines on
the disputed territory.
Discarding the relative soft-
pedalling of the Nawaz Sharif
government, which he ousted In
a coup in October, Musharraf
has declared that finding a so-
lution to the Kashmir issue was
his firat priority In any dia-
logue with India.
i Du:"_m ';1 n;lull u}iulwaek tuf
rabad, capital city o
Pakistan-held Knghmlr, u-

e el e L,

sharraf sald; “The slight change
in our policy on Kashmir is that
we have made it clear to India
and other people that dialogue
with New clllu would be lirst
on Kashmir and then on other
issues.”

Musharral and the Pakistan
army had reservations on the
Lahore Declaration which fol-
lowed a symbolic cross-border
bus ride that Indian Prime Min-
ister Atal Beharl Vajpayee un-
dertook to Lahore in Pakistan

.
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Pakistan hardens Kashmir stance

in February this year,

The army was also against
the Nawaz-Clinton accord of
July 4 under which Pakistan
announced withdrawal of Mu-
jahideen (Islamist freedom
fighters) who had inliltrated
into Kargil on the Indian side ol
Kashmir.

“If the US will support us on
Kashmir in the next year as she-
is doing now, then negotintions
on Kashmir would positively

See Page 12 Col 3

Fierce debate rages India

New Delhi tries to defend hijack handling

SRINAGAR. India. Jan 2:
Indian sccurity lorces fighting
separalists in Kashmir [ear the
release of militants in exchange
for hostages in a hijacked In-
dian Airlines jet last weck may
encourage guerillas, reports
Reuters.

Some 154 hostages including

| passengers and crew walked to
~ safety last Friday aftcr India re-

leased three militants.

The release has sparked an
intense debate in India. with
crilics accusing the government
of setting a bad precedent in the
war againsl separatisim.

A security official in Srina
gar, summer capital of Jammu
and Kashmir. told Reuters today

that police and paramilitary
forces [lighting separatism were
unlikely to lose heart. "But to
some extent it will raise the
morale ol the militants,” said
the official. who did not want to
be identified.

India said the five hijackers
were all Pakistani nationals. a
charge denied by Pakistan,
which disputes Kashmir. New
Delhi said the hijackers and Lhe
militants headed lor Quetta in
Pakistan.

India said its negotialors
found the pgoing dillicult alter
they discovered that the plane
had been wired up with explo-
sives.

"There was no option lelt for
the government but to releasc

New work permit

rule causes Crisis

By Rafiq Hasan

Several dozen loreign work-
ers have been 'stuck up’ at the
two Export Processing Zones
(EPZs) due to a sudden change in
work permitl rules, according to
sources.

The Export Processing Zones
Authority (BEPZA) on Decem-
ber 23 last year issued a circular

that only foreigners coming (o
Bangladesh with Private In-
vestment (PI) visa will get work
permit. It was made eflective
from the date of issuance, the
source sald.

Earlier. BEPZA used Lo give
work permit to foreign workers

See Fage 12 Col 3

these dreaded Llerrorists,
Shyam Kumar. a paramilitary
official. told Reulers. adding

that it may have adverse conse
quences

It will have
tions.” he said

The release of the militants
had taken place alter a tough
by relatives of the
hostages. some ol whom ciled
the release in 1989 ol an inte
rior minister's daughter in ex
change for Jammu and Kash-
mir Liberation Front (JKLF)
guerrillas

Rubaiva Sayeed. daughter ol
then Indian Home Minister
Multi Mohammad Sayeed was
freed in exchange lor five mili-
{ants of the JKLF, which is 1994
declared a ceaselire and
launched a “political™ move-
ment for Kashmir's indepen-
dence

Police have recorded of at
least 3.650 abductions since
separatist militancy broke oul
in the Himalayan region

However, the release ol sepa-
ratists in exchange for the In-
dian Airlines hostages has left
its mark on the minds ol sol-
diers

We are flighting them in
such cold conditions, kill them
and get killed too. And they re-
lease their leaders ...it is not a
good trend at all,” said a soldier
patrolling a highway in Srina-
gar.

its implica-
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