Mick pulls
for Bobby

LONDON, Jan 1: Bobby Rob-

~son was Friday handed a boost

in his efforts to secure a new
contract in charge at Newcastle
when the Magpies' head coach
Mick Wadsworth praised the
"magnificent” work the former
England hosa:;;l undertaken
so far, reports ]

Newcastle were rock bottom
when Robson's predecessor
Ruud Gullit left in the autumn
with the club having taken just
one point from six matches but
are now moving towards
midtable safety alter Tuesday's
win at Leicesler.

Wadsworth, standing in for
the 66-year-old Robson, who
has the flu, said he could not be

happler working under British
football's most experienced
boss

The Newcastle Board will sit
down with Robson in the next
few days to thrash out the terms
e et o
0 L on L.
'We?nhmtcd a lot of issues
and a lot of things when we
came in. but the boss has been
m cent,” he said.
thusiasm is more impor-
tant often than anything else
and if you measure enthusiasm
and add to that experience and
certainly a fantastic man-
management style and a fantas-
tic coaching ability, then you've
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- fans on Friday as
he looks to

them to be
patient and realise that "I am
not a robot,” reports AFP.

Ronaldo has, stru

he recovers
in late November In Paris,

aren't patient. I want to Fla
more than anything - a [o

n L]
But I'm not a robot. You

e thing
told Veja 8.

"I'm living through hell and
it's verY tough,” Ronaldo added
candidly. “I'm really suffering
with not being able to play. I'm
not sad about playingell:’adl -
it's sadness about not g able
to play at all."

Ronaldo sald it was tough to

shoulder the
wﬂlinﬁ him back into action.
3 |

recover his fitness
| in 2000, askin

geled to get
back to his best ever since his
nightmare end to the World Cup
and his injurr run continues as

rom knee surgery

"I am doing everything I can
to get better but there are people
who don't understand and who
n -
baller is only happy when he is

can't just tweak a screw and say
Is o.k.,” Ronaldo

pressure from fans

baller's car when he makes a
mistake,” added Ronaldo, who
at least has the consolation of
having just got married on
Christmas ve Lo Milene
Damingues.

“They don't understand that
nobody makes mistakes delib-
erately. I am not a goal ma-
chine,” lamented the superstar.
Ronaldo added he was aware

he had a longhway to go to get
back to where he once was.

"I am going to have to start
all over again but I am solel
thinking about my comebac
and getting back to be the best
in the world.

“Almost every night I dream
| am playing on football on the
beach. Sometimes | wake up
and have forgotten about the
state | am in - but when | get
moving the knee hurts and real-
ity sinks in again.”

Ronaldo explained he had
been disappointed to hear Pele
had reportedly expressed doubts
about where his career Is going.

"Pele sald a few disagreeable
things about me. He's already
had run-ins with Romario, Zico
and Ayrton Senna. 1 don't want
to be Pele, But | have to say that
Pele (should) believe in my re-
turn. I read in the press that he
has sald he thinks | can make
e

In the meantime, Ronaldo
will put his Injury troubles

aside to celebrate his [irst New
Year as a married man.

"l love Milene and she loves
me, | love everything about her,
the calmness she brings to my
life, She is always laughing.”

The couple will see in the
new Millennium in Rio before

= _ . | Sp?rt
Ronaldo’s request

RIO DE JANEIRO,
Jan 1: Inter Milan
and Brazll stlar
Ronaldo made a
New Year plea to

underway

PERTH. Jan 1: The lirst pro-
fessional tennis tournament of
the new millennium, the Hop-
man Cup mixed team challenge,
could see a rematch of last
year's battling Wimbledon
Qualifiers, Alexandra Steven-
son and Jelena Dokic, reports
Reuters.,

"If we get to the finals, I'd
love to play her again.,” 45th-
ranked Stevenson said.

Stevenson, a last-minute
replacement for Monlica Scles,
who withdrew from the US
team because of a nagging foot
injury became the first quali-
fier to advance to the Wimble-
don semifinals after deleating
Dokic 6-3, 1-6, 6-3 In the quar-
terfinals.

The round robin format of
the Hopman Cup starting on
New Year's Day means Lhe Aus-

tralian duo of Dokic and world
number 19, Mark Philippous-
sis, last year's winners, would
only meet Stevenson and part-
ner James Blake if both teams
reached the final on January B.
Stevenson has a big asset In
her strong serve, clocked re-
cently at 190 kilometres (114
miles) per hour In Los Angeles,
Blake, a Harvard student.
finished the 1999 US Collegiate
year ranked number one. The
20-year-old replaces Justin

Hopman Cup ||

[
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Thailand's Tamarine Tanasugarn makes a forehand return during a Hopman Cup qualifying

w0 Gimelstob, who also withdrew ) i _
got one hell of an animal. | such Fansal:FcI;?rgap::ﬂrinaaﬁ R ;?;;,’;"“ lt:ml:?’;s;“:]ﬁrti H:E this week because of an injury. round match against Japan's Ai Sugiyama in Perth yesterday. Tanasugarn won 6-1, 6-3.
“We're very lucky to have | and they feel they even have the T p— surgeon Gerard Salllant who The Slﬂpdﬂﬂf}l US tﬂa"ig‘;‘g —AFP photo
him, and I'm so fortunate to be | right to throw stones at a foot- RONALDO operated on him in November, first square oll against

runners up Jonas Bjorkman

working with him. The job

e

needed the right person and I

and Asa Carlsson of Sweden.
The first challengers to the

, B A A equse for concern - . | Nagoya hift Emperor's Cup

Penarol pay
the price

MANCHESTER,

Jan 1: Manchester

they're going to handle the
and then

around game by game and will

ranked 43 and attending high
school by correspondence (o
concentrate on reaching the top
20 this Kear. dropped her father

TOKYO, Jan 1:

moda.

action and the Emperor's Cup

games, recoverin be using the quota of three sub- | < . 5¢h in favour of tennis leg- Brazililan-born Hiroshima, striving for the play.

ASUNCION, Jan 1: Urugua- United manager playing again two days later.” stitutes In every match f‘“d end Tony Roche after the US Wagner Lopes and  team's [irst-ever Emperor's Cup, Joao Carlos took the ijub
yvan champions Penarol, invol- Sir Alex Ferguson Ferguson has experienced hopefully we can handle it," he Open. So far her best ranking Dragan Stojkovic fought back aggressively but early in September alter
ved in a mass brawl after a is adamant his managing a team in extremely said. has been 37. of Yugoslavia lailed {o penetrate Nagoya's de- Nagoya [inished in an unim-

treble winners hot conditions before from the -

match earlier this month, had

10 players banned on Thursday

for fighting. reports Reuters.
Their captain Bengoechea

heat of Brazil when the
compete in the World Clu

will not wilt in the withering

“The first game will be a
barometer for what we'll do in
the second ‘%ame."

United fly to South America

Philippoussis, who returned
to favour with Australian fans
after leading his country to a
Davis Cup victory in 1999, is

- were the scorers
as Nagoya Grampus Eight beat
Sanfrecce Hiroshima 2-0 Sat-
urday and won the Emperor's

fence. spearheaded by Brazilian
defender Torres and solid goal-
keeping by Japanese interna-
tional Seigo Narazaki.

pressive eighth place in the -J-
Leapgue’s first stage.

All the players of the team

was suspended fDl’ three mﬂﬂth ChamplDHShipi rfport-ﬁ AFP. on Sunday and FErgUSOn is tak- f uently com ared w.lth com- Cup, an annual five-xlgfck : ? A, were (!t‘“'rmlrlt'r.l to win this ti-
after fai%inu a dope test follow- Ferguson believes the in% his strongest pool of avail- I:T:?rint P;t Raftgr. rankeIE. contest among Japan's 80 top _thg?hf’“an“ ast?bler L0 _Sh_':’?l tle. Hiroshima was tough, b1
ing the same game. scorching weather in Rio de able players. Rafter continues to nurse.a | Soccer teams, reports AP. o arei;taNgio le interval, 0 o - o sed to gain our won

"The club were also fined Janeiro could be the biggest ob- He has included all three | < .o shoulder and is regarded as | NF:1 e Usréﬁegaf Slf‘in _ rhythm little by little.” said the
10.000 dollars for the shocking | stacle his players face in their senior goalkeepers -- Mark | o5 nlikely singles starter at It was Nagoya's second 1»Irir:-r gnalm%uyth ek gﬁm égnz Rio de Janeiro native, who
scenes which followed the Copa bid to become the first club side Bosnich, Raimond van der the Austraﬂan Open beginning tory in (wo Fripﬁ, to _lhe final o B il Tieri T in mabadh L e o Al
Mersocur match at home to to b ed Id ch f- Gouw and Massimo Taibi -- as | jan 17 the Cup. a competition open to - , _ _ B k= & : ;

o = 0 € Crownmn wor C amp anuar_}" . : = ; ba“ LD 51‘;_}-]1{.01‘!":-' “-}ln {.]rlbblf:(i I'[aUJHL i.]‘I.JLdf;L]t ‘LlUb bf:h‘-t‘t‘ﬂ

Brazilians Flamengo, the South | ons. well as youngsters Danny Hig- The Hopman Cup, one of a all Japanese teams — high R g s el e 1996 and 1998
American Football Confedera- Temperatures during the ginbotham, Ronnie Wallwork, | L.mber of warm-up events be- schqnl. college, club and pro- Emd “;; rdjel?]aﬂ-ﬂ hlﬂr'lfﬁr:' e kg BT N
tion (CSF) said. Brazilian summer regularly Jonathan Greening and Mark | fore the first Grand Slam event | fessional J-League, Nagoya slaniaiingit into the net. N hon 15 gaied APIHACBaR

Penarol's Walter Pandiani
was given the stiffest sentence

approach 40 degrees an
have taken medical advice to

United

Wilson.

of the New Year, will see the

previously won the event in
1996, also defeating their fellow

Stojkovic was named the

delfeat. a 3-1 loss Lo Kashiwa

: - trial introduction of an auto- . : i valu: aver o Reysol in late September
when he was banned for 10 | counter dehydration. Midfielder Paul Scholes will | matic two-minute rest at the | J-league club Hiroshima. 2;?1:9 (A P ol HiE Tt S oul II R YA
matches in imternational club United could play four games be missing, however, and he | end of each set and the elimina- Afier a.sébreless first Balf at "It's - T iy Lo i gl : S ‘?15
tournaments, the CSF said. in only nine days if, as ex- will remain in Manchester to | tion of the 90 second rest period Sl S & IESUEol gooduplayy 1IN three Lt Wl g

Tokyo's National Stadium, Sto-

lhe team and strong support

their 3-0 defeals in

;.I.'_-}] low 1T

Martin Garefa was sus- pecteg. tglleylpmgresis to tl_tl_e ﬁnaé have an operation on a long- | al 1ht:- end of the first game of | o ‘= - gained possession of the  from the club and supporters.” 06 S AF i NGT7.  Lial< I
pended for six games and Lu- gr LUACAIRGE P(?y.t?é lahr: st}im;lhrrl}g hernia problem, | each set. Jhall in the 56th minute, raced said Brazilian manager Joao against J-League's Verdy
ciano Barbosa, Jose Bizera. CUBLUBIE S SV 2asite s . R el SR Wi & aggravajcu agaluat down the right side of the field Carlos de Silva of the victorv Kawasaki :
Jose de los Santos. Clever | Players becoming exhausted. SIR ALEX FERGUSON Bradlord on mber 26. - Fesl.

Romero. Antonio Pacheco, Jose
Cancella and Octavio Rodriguez
were handed three-match bans.

"It will be very warm
weather out there from what |
can gather." he said.

1986 World Cup in Mexico when
he was in charge of Scotland.

United open their Group B
campaign on Thursday against

Swede boss
suggestion

and sent a perfect low cross to
Lopes. who dived and headed
home past goalie Takashi Shi-

and the team'’s 11-game winning
streak under his reins in the
closing phase of the J-League

[t was the 78th annual event
of the Cup since its inception in
1921.

“¥p" S " : ’ Mexican side Necaxa, who are
, Bengoechea, a former Its 3510 42C, which IS very, In Mexico we only rea’¥ (he CONCACAF champions, in LA .
) Uruguay international, was very hot and that's the one con- had one very, very hot day and oo it g Stadiuml? ' STOCKHOLM, Jan 1: Swed- |

banned after his dope test re-
vealed levels of caffeine above
the permitted limit- - ;

Penarol won the 'semifinal
second leg 3-2 bul'were knocked

out 5-3 on ate.
As soon as IEE final whistle

- 1

cern I've pot.

"We hope we ean handle It
and we're obviously taking' all
‘the support and medical advice
we can get. .

"We're taking plenty of
equipment with us and we have

that was when it hit 98F against
West Germany,” he said.

‘It was very hot and Graeme,
Souness, ['remember, lost 121bs
in weight.”

To combat the conditions,
Ferguson intends to rolate his

United's main rivals- are
1998 South American champi-
ons Vasco da Gama of Brazil'
and the pair meet on Saturday
in the game that is ected 1o
decide who will top the group

ish Sports Minister Ulrica

Messing suggested Thursday

that her country provide a per- |
manent hore for the newly in-

augurated World Anti-Doping
Agency (WADA) in Lausanne,

Switzerland, reports Xinhua.

r

Tiger

I SCOTTSDALE,

2.iron draw and hit a 2-iron

ets-birthday blues

from 15 feet at No 10, then

went they atiacked opposing to think about things like the 23-man squad as much as pos- and reach the final. “Sweden has the knowledge 3 Arizona, Jan | fade. If 1 wanted to hit it low, I missed a 1.5-metre shot at No
players ~with kicks and players’ fluid intake, their rest  sible. United's third game is and the competence. and this || -~ 7 (Internet regnrl]: was hitting up-shooters.” 12 after missing the green with
pun'ches. and making sure they don't get He has also said he will use against Oceanla champions nation's credibility In fighting || — Goll got the better Woods went 13 holes without his second shot. He saved his

Flamengo players immedi-

too much sun.

his three substitutes in each

South Melbourne on January

drugs and doping are [actors

of Tiger Woods on

a birdie but made a great save

round with back-to-back

atelv ran for the cover of the "There are all these things match to keep players as fresh 11 before the final and the that might work to the advan- his birthday. for par on the 422—m¥:tre par-4 birdies on 14 and 15. N
dressing room. But at least | Which I'm sure we can handle, as possible. third-place play-off three days | !age of Sweden." the sports min- The world's best goller ninth hole. His drive caught the Most of the day 1 was leav-
three were injured, one of them but what we don't know is how “I'll be changing my team later in the Maracana. ister told The Associaled Press | turned 24 on Thursday as he fairway bunker, and Woods  ing mysell some tough putts.

when he fell down some stairs
as tried to escaped the furious
Uruguayans.

Although the bans are a se-
vere blow to Penarol's chances
of doing well in next year's Lib-
ertadores Cup. Flamengo had
demanded the club be elimi-
nated from international com-
petition.

Penarol were once one of the
great clubs in international
soccer but their fortunes. like
that of Uruguayan soccer as a
whole, have taken a turn for
worse in the past decade.

Gold Coast tennis
starts today

GOLD COAST. Australia, Jan
1: Russian star Anna Kour-
nikova will attract the crcwds
but French top seed Julie
Halard-Decugis will start
favourite in the Australian

ficially buried nearly six years
ago. race controversies con-
tinue to pervade South Africa

Although apartheid was ol-

In a sports-mad country, the
racial composition of represen-

Selectors no-balled again
over all-white team

By Moharamed Allie from Cape Tewn, Sonth Afriea

indication of the progress
which has been made in crick-
elt's transformation.

The intensity ol the protest
showed that white administra-
lors can no longer gel away with

South Africa sports minister Ngconde Balfour has wwarned cricket chicfs that
there must be no repeat of the controversy that erupted after the selection nf
an all-white provincial team to play England in Novermber. Gemini Neu's
Service looks at the selectorz' slow progress in moking the rainbow appecar
over the country's posts and stumps,

nities and giving expression to
thieir respective transformation
charters.”

Referring to the recent
Northerns-Gauteng selection
debacle, Abrahams says the

(AP).

Ever since its establishment
last month in Lausanne, the
WADA has been criticized by
many as being too close to the
International Olympic Com-
mittee (10C) and it should be
moved. A number of European
cities have expressed interest
and the I0C plans a bidding
process for a permanent seat.

Messing said she believed
the WADA headquarters would
be moved after 2001 and Sweden
would submit an application
after the 10C specified its
criteria.

She said WADA should be
moved from its present loca-
tion, for propriety's sake,

"For one it is good to show an
independent stance in relations

with 10C,” Messing said. "But |
also Lhink It is improper to
have such an agency in a coun-
try like Switzerland, which has
such liberal views on drugs.
This is a matter of credibility.”
The Swedish government re-

played in the Williams World
Challenge. Aside from a bear
hug (rom his dad on the first tee
and a rendition of "Happy
Birthday. Dear Tiger” from the

gallery around the 18th green, it
was a round Woods would just
as soon forget.

Struggling most of the day
with his swing and occasion-
ally mumbling to himself,
Woods shot an even-par 70.
Good enough [or most mortals,
but not up to Tiger standards.

That left him two shots be-
hind Tom Lehman, who shot 65
on Thursday, and one back of
David Duval. Duval, paired
with Woods, shot 69.

“It was one of those days,’
said Woods, who planned to
spend the remaining hours of
daylight on the practice range.

"I didn't hit the ball the way |
wanted to. | didn't putt the way |
wanted to,” sald Woods. "1 really
didn't do anything right. What |
did do was hang in there.”

Lehman is at 7-under 133

walked off the tee talking to
himsell

TIGER WOODS

Woods said. "I was just getting
by. I'm going to hit a iot of balls
tomorrow and come out with a
game plan for Saturday."

~  Unlike most pro events, this
week's 72-hole tournament at
the Grayhawk Golf Club is being
played over five days. A pro-am
will be played on Friday, with
the third and final rounds on
Saturday and Sunday.

Lehman. who had five
birdies and no bogeys in his
round. said a good showing here
will boost his confidence for the
start of the 2000 tour season.

Lehman didn't win on the
tour this vear and thus isn't eli-
gible to i"{“'un‘n[*t‘lt’ in next week's
opener, the Mercedes Champi-
onships.

I'd love to be playing next
week, but second-place linishes
don't get you in,” [i‘n:? said. "But
I'm ready lor the season to start.
| feel like 1 have a lot of things
to prove to myself this year.'

Duval leit several birdie
putts inches short in a gener-

women's hardcourt tennis tative teams has had the un- such acts without being called UCBSA went against their own : ST . | heading into Saturday's third Faced with a tough lie in the ally solid round.
z tournament, reports AP. canny knack of resurfacing like (o accoun!.” he says. ”I‘hgtrr‘s no charter: "We gxpect them lo cer.ltly RIS d;"Jh' : Qe au ¥ ]ngD i 1. wh shhriti the bunker. Woods tccﬁ( a mighty ‘I putted well,” he said. "] hit
- . : nual financial allocations to its round. vuval, 0 : iy : & f SRR - R :
The event, which begins a hardy weed. place for those in senior posi- honour their own charter and anti-doping efforts from 6.6 first-round lead with Woods. is swing. He hit it fat and nearly a lot of putts where I wanted but
Sunday at the Hope Island ten- Despite all the praise heaped tions to hide anv longer. One that's why we will be meeting ‘ml!llnn 676.000 US dollars) 'tu at 134 and Woods at 135. lost his balance, the ball going the greens are pretty severe and
nis complex, also includes for- on a cricket development pro-  (hing is certain — those in se-  with them shortly to discuss the 11 ' Woods had trouble findi just 90 metres up the fairway very slick.”
- & s million kroner (1.28 million oods had trouble finding d iy S B o ATl e L
mer Grand Slam winners Aran gramme in which black young-  pjor positions will be more  situation. US dollars). the ia sist f lub i He put his fourth shot close to Pwelve ol the world's top
. . g C L ) g). e AP report said. consistency ifrom any ciub in : | Ee s i Tz b
i txa Sanchez-Vicario and Con sters have been introduced to  careful about their actions. If After a subsequent meeting his bag. the cup and made the par-sav- ranked players are competing
chita Martinez. ' the game across the country, this kind of thing happens with the Board, Balfour com- K k ' “1 didn't drive the ball in the ing putt. _ e Lhis “!‘u‘{] off season evenl,
Magdalena Malceva s | some administrators within again, someone must g0." mented, "They have admitted to ournikova s fairway. 1 didn't shape my shots He bogeyed two of the next  With “H'r_}\mllt‘f carning one
progress will also attract intcr- the sport have also bowled a few Odendaal believes the pres- their mistake but such a thing : correctly,” he said. "'d go hit a three holes. He three-putted million US dollars.
!f:ﬁt aﬁt?;he strive}r:z to rtllil(ﬂ;n]l;'h‘f silly no-balls to punctuate the  gure put on white administra- cannot happen again.” ncw frlend 3 o
orm that saw her rankcd o sport's progress. tors by their disgruntled black Abrahai: = however, feels it ,‘ . 1 |2 3 |4 5 |6 |7 § |9 |10 N
: SRR Oy Ihe raclal composition of ~ counterpasts hfs accelerated 18 lime for blicks to vake their MOSCOW. Jan1 Russian CROSSWORD By E“g(.’ﬂe Shfffft’l’ l
It's been almost eight years | representative cricket teams (he pace of change. "The leader-  presence felt in the “sporting tennis sweectheart Anna . ol [ 13 14
since Maleeva beal Martina | came under the spotlight once  ship has become more jacked  arena and in the boardrooms, Kournikova has left one ice | ACROSS  38Feathery 58Affirma-  16Somalian |
i Navratilova in the second again recently when the com-  ypthan in.the past. One of the "It's the duty of former dis- hockey player for another, lo- 1 Name- accessory live super- 15 16 17
! round at the US Open. Maleeva. | bined team from Northens and  major results of this pressurc  advantaged people to exert pres- cal sports newspapers sald, re- sakes 40 With action model
_ 24, is the youngest sister of the Gauteng provinces picked to  has been the appointment of  sure on those authorities who ports Reuters. ' of a 6-Down, 59Pinzaof 20Storm 18 19 |20
tennis family which produced lay England contained no Rushdi Magiel. a black man. as refuse to change,” he observes. They said Kournikova had Nabokov rum -Suu!h_ coenter
fellow top 10 players Manuela lack players — despite a March  convenor of the national selec “They cannot simply stand on | dropped Sergel Fedorov for his novel recipe Pacific" 23 Syrup- 21 22
and Katerina. directive from the United {ors.” the sidelines and cry foul. The [ormer teammate Pavel Bure. 5 Norm 41 Al's to-be
Injury has plagued Magdale- | Cricket Board of South Africa But Odenclaal alsa calls on Ministry of Sport will not be- However, her agent warned (Abbr.) cousin DOWN 24Honest |23 |24 |25 26 27 28 29 |30
na's career, with shoulder | (UCBSA) that all future provin-  }jlack athletes fo sta=t deliver-  come involved unless the situa- | against reading too much into 8 Mideast 43 Coach 1 Weaponry __politician |
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almost 18 months. black player. all the cpportunities a;':d it's The calls for. black with Bure a lot recently. 12 Litter's lan pair Jersey e %
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nine months ago and was soon ‘ '*'"ja-':lm] y after much fin- pen.” portunity may have some valid- Kournikova. 18, had recently | 13“..—a  47Unassum- tionist 27 Bil e
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she came through the qualify- sively to tak? Hiree Erltng ;ESJ “We will be meeting national  turned in such a polished per- | tennis praclice. one's “Mask” atory SAT 34 Prepared [ 58 59
ing rounds. second innings wickets, The Sporis federations over the next formance against the higﬁﬁ,-- The report sald Bure, 28, had escutch- 55Candle uestion Pop-Tarls
“I'm feeling really well at the | furore follows an outery i:;cact!y few weeks 10 ascertain what rated All Blacks that observers bnug‘hll_ i F-Gnd-m"“lm"lni = ”.“T L S laidh e
4 v gaal this year | a year ago when the cricket au-  thelr policy Is towards trans-  questioned why he had not same apartment buliding as | yggjot 56 Heather olicy doctor of
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