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OMEN in Bangladesh
- have had to face viola-

tions to their human
rights year after year. These
acls of violence are both public
and domestic - rape, acid-
throwing, fatwa, violence due (o
non-payment of dowry, ete. In
comparison to 1997, studies
carried out by Odhikar show
that the year 1998 saw a
marked increase in the crime of
rape- perpetrated both by the
ordinary citizen as well as
members ol the police force-
and an increase in deaths
caused by acts of domestic vio-
lence created by dowry de-
mands. In 1999, the Documen-
tation Unit at Odhikar found
that there has not been much
change in the number of crimes
against women.

Acid throwing seems to have
increased dramatically from
101 reported incidences in 1998
to 178 in 1999. Acts of custodial
rape perpetrated by law enforc-
ing agents remain in the two-
figure bracket - the youngest
victim of such brutality being
cilght ear old Sharmin Akhtar
of Chandpur (reported on
14.9.99). The number of women
raped - either by one person or a
gang- is still high as well. De-
spite the attempt to improve
women's lot in the public
sphere, the government has
done little to help them in the
domestic front, where they face
the most violence - both physi-
cal and mental. The reported
number of women who have
been murdered due to dowry re-
lated violence is as high as 96.
Almost ail the women were
killed by their husbands. No
measures have been taken to
strictly implement laws
protecting women. Due (o this
crimes perpetrated against
women have increased. There is

yet to be a Domestic Violence

Act and the crime is still seen -
more as a social norm: than a
legal matter.

Violence Against
Women : 1999

Odhikar concenirates it's
monitoring of violence against
women in four specific areas -
rape. rape in police custody or
‘custodial rape’ (This is part of

'Odhikar's investigation and re-
...search into police brutality apd
_prison reform.j, violence due 10

=2 ﬂw‘r) demands_ cts of _ ever as.we reach the end of
nging acm’ € ‘W“ﬁﬁ??&éﬁ has been no crimi-

woman or ‘acid-throwing'.
Despite the laws protecling
women's rights and punishing
offenders of crimes against
women. (The last such decision
passed by parliament was the
Repression against Women and
Children Bill, in 1998, as an
amendment to the Repression
ainst Women and Children
(Special Provisions) Ordinance
1995.) there is, as has been
siressed. a serious lack of im-

plementation and a quantity ol
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disinicrest shown by responsi-
ble government agencies.
i. Rape:

Rape can be classified as one
of the most heinous crimes
committed against the body and
mind of a woman, regardless ol
her age. Unfortunately, such a
crime has escalated in number,
in the last year.

From the first of Janu to
the 31st of December 1999
Oddhikar documented 842 cases
of rape. This number is not
much less than what was docu-
mented in 1998. Odhikar,
through its documentation of
such cases, has realised that the
age group most violated is in the
six to lifteen year bracket. In
October 1999 alone, reporls say
that 14 female children between
6 and 10 years and 1] female
children between J1 and 15

= were ra :

In September 1998, the coun-
try was shocked at the revela-
tions of rape incidents in Ja-
hangir Nagar University - one
of the seats of highest education
in the country. Thirteen stu-
dents, all either leaders or ac-
tivists of the Bangladesh Chat-
tra League, the student fraction
of the Awami League, were ac-
cused of this crime and other
forms of sexual harassment.
According to the Fact Findin
Committee Report, over 17
students were raped in 20 Jif-
ferent areas on the campus of
the university. According to the
saild report. “many of them were
raped several times, some were

ang-raped and some were even
orced to leave the campus alter
the incidents™.

After a Syndicate meeting,
one of the accused was expelled
for life and the other six
awarded various punishments
involving expulsion for either
two or three years. Six accused
abellors were acquitted due to
lack of evidence and two served
with warning notices. Another
accused rapist was awarded a
‘suspended expulsion’ for one
year. Despite pressure from var-
ious quarters, including some
Jahangir Nagar - University
teachers, the universily aulhor-

ities refused to file cases against
the accused and the Vice Chan-
cellor stated that the victims

_ were free to file cases against

the alleged perpefrators. How-

nal action taken against the

criminals and, as always, the
niatler has been allowed to
gather dust.

ii. Rape in Police Cus-
tody / Rape by Police:
Another aspect of rape that
has come to light in the recent
ears is the rape of women
{»rnughl into police custody or

who are put into the "safe cus-
tody’ of police stations and

jails. Police may arrest women
randomly on grounds of suspi-

cion of prostitution or any
whim of fancy.
According to Odhikar [ind-

ings, there were ten rcported in-
cidents of ‘police rape’ in 1998.
One of the viclims was as young
as eight years while a majority
of them were In their early
teens (between 10 and 15 years
of age).

iii. Acid Throwing:

Despite special provisions
in the Penal Code and other
specified laws protecting
women. the crime ol throwing
acid on another's face and per-
son continues. Odhikar docu-
mented 101 such cases in 1998.
And a record 178 cases in 1999,
A majority of the victims [all in

citizens are

cqual belore

]
-

rural Bangladesh, where not
only the husband but his par-
ents and relatives take part In
reminding the wile that the re-
maining payment is still due.
The Incldents of murder or at-

tempts to murder are regular

items in the country's dally pa-
pers.

In 1999, Odhikar recorded a
total number of 96 reported
deaths due to dowry demands.
All the victims were house-
wives, the youngest being only
sixteen years of age (There have
been reports of four sixteen year
old women who have been
killed due to dowry demands in
1999.) - a fact in itself lllegal, as
the age of marriage for a woman
in Bangladesh {s above eighteen

Reported Incidents of Violence Against Women in 1997

Rape
Police

Deaths

by Rape owry 5
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Acid
Throwing
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Reported Incidents of Violence Against Women in 1998

D e R Do Deaths Acid |
E&liﬁi s Jy i 4 A Throwing
16 96 83 101
Reported Incidents of Violence Against Women in 1999
: : Dowry Deaths | Acid
Rape by Police Rape ry Throwing
10 [ a2 96 178
the 11-15 and 16-20 year old Conclusion:

brackets.

In a majnrlliy of the cases the
main reasons for the perpetra-
tion of such crime was jealousy,
refusal of advances and revenge
after an argument,

iv. Dowry Deaths:

The demanding, giving and
accepting of do is an offence
under the laws ol Bangladesh.
The practice, however, still pre-
vails in many sections of cur
society. One of the reasons for
this persistence in demanding
dowry s the rising unemploy-
ment among young males. spe-
cially in rural Banglacdesh. Be-
cause the dowry provided is
considered an ‘investment or
capital for helping the groom
on his way lo earning money
(for example. opening a* busi-

‘ness, going to the Middle East (o

find a job. etc.) it has become a
very common demand and the
bride's parents become the sole
supplier.

Often. the bride's parents
cannot contribute the whole
amount of dowry at once and
pay some of it at the wedding
ceremony. Later on, the de-
mand for the rest becomes in-
tense, and it butt of the brutal-
ity which follows a delayed
pavment is the bride - now the
wife. The issue of dowry is
probably the most common
source of domestic violence in

It is not enough that women
are still discriminated against
in the home, in the workplace
and in the provisions of certain
statutory laws (family laws and
nationality Jaws, for example).
They also have to [ace violence,

sometimes leading to thelr
death.
The increase In crimes

against women and acts of vio-
lence against them raises seri-
ous questions regarding the ef-
fectiveness, transparency and
accountability of those respon=
sible for maintaining law and
order in the country. It shows
to what extent the law and order
situation has deteriorated -
specially in the case of the in-
human crime of rape perpe-
trated on children. It is also dis-
turbing to note that even acts of
violence against women, perpe-
trated by persons who are well
known and thus identifiable,
slip out of the grasp of the sup-
posedly ‘long arm of the law’ -
for example in the cases of the
incidents in Jahangir Nagar
University, in the small, closed
societies in rural areas of
Bangladesh and in the home
where domestic help are raped
by eilther the owneér or other
male members of the housc
hald.

For Odhikar — A Coalition
Jor Human Rights.

whiat we, now a days widely
vall human rights in the
sv1ise of fJundamental and in-
alienable rights essential to the
human being. is nothing new.
From the breaking of silence
against religious repression of
every sociely where guardians
of the spiritual realm were
episodically less permissive,
e continous confiribution of
progressive prominent reli-
gious figures are well known to
every society, among them Po
John Paul II. the Dalai Lama’s
passionate crusade to end Chi-
nese repression of Buddhism in
Tibet. Anglican Archbishop
Desmond Tutu's leadership o
South Africa’s "Truth and Rec-
onciliation Commission” and
Muslim jurist. theologist
scholar Malaysia's Chandra
Mazaflar's "Just world Trust for
Religion and Peace” have
placed, today. religion for pro-
moting human rights as peace

er.

With the start of bloody en-
terprises known as ‘the Spanish
Empire in the New world’, for
the first time, it was discussed
which rights Lo be accorded to
every human being universall
under any circumstiances wit

articular reference 1o the
reatment ol native Red Indi-
an's by the Spanish colonizers
in America. ¢ holocaust of
Nazi shocked the realization of
the world. The Second World
War brought a radical change
heralded the ‘four [reedoms
{freedom ofy speech and expres-
sion. freedom of religion, Iree-
dom from economic want, [ree-
dom from fear of aggression)
listed a? the 5:&) pr}n ical for-
elgn policy goals of the United
Stales, in a message Lo con s

President Roosevelt in D41,

ile the
mass-killing ol more than
three million itnnocent civil-
ians in. Bangladesh by Pak-
istani Military authority.

Lastly, systematic  ethnie
cleansing and abuse of human

Il\"l ERNATIONAL concern [or

rights In Bosnla were done by

rb-war cruninals and again

in Chechniya, done by Russian
Warlord, Putin. The rela-
.mhip between states and
Lheir own nationals is 1o more
considered to be an internal
| for each state
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rights’, Article 56, combined
with Article 55, pledges all UN
members ‘Lo take joint and sep-
arale action in co-operation
with the organization for the
achievement of _... universal re-
specl for, and observance of
human ri%hls‘. The use of the
word Pie ge lmplies a legal
obligation. The obligation is
probably not to observe human
ri%hls but to work towards their
fullilment. Article 68 requires
the Economic and Social Coun-
cil 'fo set u[.: commissions . . . for
the promotion of human right’.
Since then, the UN is fighting to
uphold human dignity and pro-
tection of human rights' build-
Ing normative frameworks on
the universal level.

The Universal Declaration
of Human Rights, adopted on
December 10, 1948, by the UN
General Assembly by forty eight
votes 1o nil: identified the ri ll;}lt
of the iridividual that had lrh)e
protecled and guaranteed by

pations in order 10 preserve in-
ternational peace and security
as customary international
law. "It is esseniial. if man is
not to be compelled 1o have re-
course, as a last resort, (o rebel-
llon against t{ranny and op-
pression, thal human rights
should be protected by the rule
of law.” (Preamble).

The Universal Declaration
sets forth In terse but in inspir-
ing language the rights of each
persc;lrlu. T::E“ inc u“ﬁ" liberty.
equality and security ol persons
and 1 { ngﬁi tnyedue:gtlun.
Nations agreed that human
rights were Indeed of interna-
tional concern.

The g)relmc uestion, con-
fronted before during the
world conference on Human
Rég’llb in Vicnmk Austria in
1993, 1s whether human rights
are universally applicable or
should be complemented by
other rights or values or are
conditioned local, religious
or cultural differences. The
problem was resolved when
representatives of all 171 coun-
lfﬂﬂ‘a ‘eed by the Declaration
of ations member that the
states would promole and pro-
tect human rights and funda-
mental freedoms, as their duty.
And said that lack of dmlof
ment can never be used as an

use for noncompliance with

u ﬂ&htn, Bo;nlcd out
that the Universal Declaration
and other human rights in-
struments were con-
sensus and its norms were
widely acce As customa
internation i

w, |1 1a,
spea %n t‘uz Ch:‘drngﬂhc

e s S
C A on the uni-
versal idity oﬁ:ulc human

" everywhere,

rights. Even larger number of
udaiuons attepling the sybse-
quent would be conterences on
social development, Women's
Rights and Habitat 1I, CEDAW
again affirmed that human
rights are universal. In 1997 in
the meeting of ASEAN nations,
Prime Minister Mahathir bin
Mohamad of Malaysia Subsg-
quently, distinguished experis,

Csuch as 1996 Naobel Peace Lau-

reate Jose IRamos lHortla ol East
Timor, publicly stated how deep
rooted human rights are in
their own cultural, religious, le-
gal and historical traditions
and how much the concepts
strike a chord with individuals
Their remarks
echoed the views of 3,691 repre-
sentatives of Aslan, Latin
America and African human-
rights :mnﬁ!bovernmtntal OrPa -
nizations (INGOs) that attended
the 1993 Vienna Conference.

UN Secretary General Kof]
Annan, a Ghanaian, recentl
stated that ..., "Human Righ(s
are African rights, they are also
Asian rights; they are European
rl@ls: ey are also American
rights. ’I"tw%r belongs to no gov-
ernment, they are limited to no
continent, for they are funda-
mental to humankind itsell.”

Following the 1992 Vienna
Conlerence, the UN created the
ﬁost of High Comimissioner for

uiman ights. The post
romises to bring leadership to
he UN's human-rights pro-
grams and enhance the nr&ﬁ:nl-
zation's capacity to respond and
stop serious wviolations of hu-
man rights, First time the UN's
human-rights teams has un-
dertaken sustalned on-site in-
vestigation and monitoring
within a Country. Mary Robin-
son the former president of Ire-
land and present High Commis-
sloner of UN has promised to
“be a strong moral voice for the
defence of the victims of op-
pression.”

Reglonal organizations such
as organization ol American
States, the Organization of
Alrican States, and the Council
of Europe have established hu-
man rights commissions,

Despite the existence of these
intermational and regional in-
stitutions, hu rights has to
be rﬂlpcxiad at the national and
Iogﬂ evel, Bangladesh has es-
tablished a national Human
Rights Canusalon in that or-
der. Establishment of effective
human-rights protections
within a country — by estab-

lishing institutions. strength-
ening the rule o? in* pr in
echifeal assistance an
alning to those who will en-
orce ~ have become the
prime focus of the human-

llenium

‘guarding

rilghts moveimnent, Thousands
of human-rights organizations,
small argl large. have sprung up
over the pa::ﬂ two decades in
countries all over the world,
Among them the most effective
human-rights organizations,
such as London-based Amnesty
International or the New York
based Human-Rights Watch,
aim to be independent of gov-
ernments, and today their
worldwide activisms of the hu-
man-rights movement have
shown that they are upholding
human-rights.

The trajectory of political &
social development within and
anmnﬁ nationals will deter-
mine the form and vigor of the
future UN sponsored human-
rights activity. One thing can be
said with conlidence that hu-
man-rights will remain as a
field strewn with political land
mines. Finally as to the UN's
role of action, it can be claimed
that the United Nations organi-
zation has reached the end of
the begining of a serious elforts
o prolect the rights of the
globe's peaple. '

The development of human-
rights on the international
level Is one of the most startling
innovations in modern inter-
national law, because {t has the
Fmential to unleash explosive
orces challenging the basic
tenet of the system, and the
principle ol state sovereignly.

Al least, se-
rious human-rights abuses may
be taken up by various organs of
the UN as a malter of inlema-
tional concern, as severe viola-
tlon of human-right s no
longer belong to the "domain re-
serve’ of states, This develop-
ment has succeeded because of
moral, political and legal sig-
nificance attributed to the Idea
of the human-rights and a gen-
eral expectation is that It will
be flourished in the next mil-
lennium. Furthermore, the in-
ternational law commission of
the United antiuna classified in
Article 19 of the draft articles
on state responsibility, 'a seri-
ous breach on widespread scale
of an International obligation
ol essential Importance for safe
the human being.

uch as. those prohibiting slay-
ery. lorced labour, genocide and
apartheld (racial separation) as
an 'International erime’, These
fundamental buman-rights
which perhaps also include pro-
tection from torture may even

{ua ens, The Jurisprudence
of the International Court of
Justice shows that the court has
clearly accepted that the obli-
f_nuon to respect lundamental
wman-rights (s an olil‘gntlon
1o genera Jntc{snatlonn ‘hnw,

* writer s a four r
Lf&? J;If:lt's} siu;genu tht-:qo
i w at the Universily o
Dhaka, v of

agalnst Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or De
mgent or Punishment. The Convention provides for the estab-
Iishﬂmnt of the Committee against Torture.,

ay 28,1

Prevention of
Principles on the Independence of the Judiciary.

law and are entitled to equal protection of law"-Article 27 of the Constitution of the People's Republie of

o

bangladesh

- Human Righ
in the 20th Century

June 26,1945

1
Signing of thf Charter of the United Nations and Statute of

the International Court of Justice, In San Francisco.

June 21,1946

Establishment of the Commission on Human Rights under
Economic and Soclal Council resolution 9 (11). At its first ses-
sion. in 1947, the Commission establishes the Subcommission
on l*rwcntinn of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities
on the bz;iisl of thal resolution.

June 21,1946

Establishment of the Commission on the Status of Women
under resolution 11 (1) of the Economic and Social Council.

December 9,1948
Adoption by the General Assembly of the Convention on the
Prcvtnﬂun and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide,

December 10,1948

Adoption by the General Assembly of the Universal Decla-

ration of Human Rights. _
Decemhcrz,lMé

Adoption by the General Assembly of the Convention for the
Sup rt-[;slun nj; the Trallic in Permng and of the Exploitation of
the rnsllmtrtczll%fagthcm,
ovem )

Eduptlun by the members of the Council of Europe of the
Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamen-
tal Freedoms iEuggcan Convention on Human Rights).

December 1,1

Creation of the Committee on Crime Prevention and Control
under General Assembly resolution 415 (V). The Committee is
responsible for preparing the United Nations Congresses on the
Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Oflenders. It is insti-
tutionalized in the form of the Commission on Crime Preven-
tion and Criminal Justice by the Economic and Social Council
on (fr Fehznéﬂl IPQZ.

Ac‘llc%linn by a United Nations Conference of Plenipoten-
tiaries of the Convention relating to the Status of Refugees.

December 20,1952 s

Adoption by the General Assembly of the Convention on the
Political Rights of Women.

October 23,1953 .

Adoption by the General Assembly of the Protocol amendm&
the Slavery (‘mgscnlunn signed at Genieva on 25 September 1926,

Adoption by a Conference of Plenipotentiaries of the Con-
vention rclgii;:if to the Status of Stateless Persons.

Adoption fmy the First United Nations Congress on the Pre-
vention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders of the Stan-
dard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners.

7,1956
Adoption by a Conference of Plenipotentiaries of the Sup-
lementary Convention on the Abolition of Slavery, the Slave
}l)‘ra(lc. an:? Institutions and Practices Similar to Slavery.

Jan 29,1957

Adoption by the General Assembly of the Convention on the
Nationality of Married Women.

June 25,1957

Adoption by the General Conference of the International
Labour Organization of the Convention on the Abolition of
Forced Labour.

July 30,1959

Adoption by the Economic and Social Council of resolution
728 F (]))C‘(VIII}. giving the Commission on Human Rights certain
responsibilities with regard to the treatment of communica-
tions dealing with human rights.

November 20,1959 _

Adoption by the General Assembly of the Declaration of the

Rights of the Child.
L‘Deccmhcr 14,1960
Adoption by the General Assemhlly ol the Declaration on the
Granting 0!’351(1& fndf:ncc to Colonial Countries and Peoples.
' 1
Adoption I)_v a Conference of Plenipotentiaries of the Con-
vention on the Reduction of Statelessness.
November 7,1962 1
Adoption by the General Assembly of the Convention on
Consent to Marriage, Minimum Age for Marriage and Registra-
tion of Marriages.
December 14,1962 ~
Adoption by the General Assembly of resolution 1803 (XVII)
on permanent sovereignty over natural resources,
ovember 20,1963
Adoption by the General Asscmbly of the United Nations

-

S Declaration on the Elimination of Al Forms of Racial Diserinm
ination.
D~ccnbzsT1,1965

) h by the General Assembly of the International Con-
veh‘?:z:lpgg the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimiina-
tion. This Convention provides for the establishment of the
Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination.

December 16,1966
Adoption by the General Assembly of the International
Covenant on %nnumic, Social and Cultural Rights. Adoption ol
the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and ol
the corresponding Optional Protocol. This Covenant provides
for the establishment of the Human Rights Committee.

Adoe ﬁbln by the Economic and Sociz' Council of resolution
1235 (XLIT) authorizing the Commission on Human Rights and
the Subcommission on Prevention of Discrimination and Pro-
tection of Minorities to examine information relevant to gross
violatiens of human rights and fundamental {reedoms.

November 7,1967 ;

Adoption by the General Assembly of the Declaration on the
Ellminati%nlgﬁs[)iscriminalinn against Women.

May 13,

Proclamation by the International Conference on Human
Rights of the Proclamation of Teheran.

ovember 26,1968

tion by the General Assembly of the Convention on the
Nm?fﬂ?p Iicablflily of Statutory Lin)ﬂlations to War Crimes
a;{ainﬁ??mmnnit%.
November 22,1969 _ .
Adoption of the American Convention on Human Rights.
December 11,1969

Adoption by the General Assembly of the Declaration on So-
cial Progress and Development.

May 27,1970 : i .

Adoplion by the Economic and Social Council of resolution
1503 (XLVTI), establishing Frocedures allowing the Commis-
sion on Iuman Rights anh he Subcommission on Prevention
of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities to hold private
meetings to consider communications relating to violations of
human rights and fundamental freedoms.

13,1971 : _

Adoption 'Dy the Subcommission on Prevention of D1§crtmi-
nation and Protection of Minorities of resolution 1 (XXIV), con-
cerning procedures for the implementation of Economic and
Social lf:ouncil resolution 1503 [XLVIII).

November 30, 1973 _

Adoption by the General Assembly of the International Con-
vention on the Suppression and Punishment of the Crime of
Apartheid. The Convention provides for the establishment of
the Group of Three. which is to monitor its implementation.

December 9,1975 _

Adoption by the General Assembly of the Declaration on the
Protection of All Persons from Being Subjected to Torture and
Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment.

June 8,1977

Adoption by the Diplomatic Conference on the Reaflirma-
tion and Development of International Humanitarian Law ap-

licable in Armed Conflicts of the Protocol Additional to the
eneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, and relating to the Pro-
tection of Victims of Non-International Armed Conlflicts

" November 27, 1978

Adoption by the General Conference at UNESCO of the Dec-
laration on Race and Racial Prejudice.

December 17, 1979

Adoption by the General Assembly of the Code of Conduct for
Law Enforcement Olficials.

December 18,1979

Adoption by the General Assembly of the Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women.
The Convention provides:for the establishment of the Commit-
tee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women.

June 27,1981 .

Adoption of the African Charter on Human and Peoples
Rights, by the Eighteenth Conference ofHeads of State and Gov-
ernment of the Eéanizaucn of African Unity.

November 25,1981 ;

Adoption by the General Assembly of the Declaration on the
Elimination olyAll Forms of Intolerance and of Discrimination
Based on Religion or Bellel,

May 25,1
Approval by the Economic and Social Council of the Sale-
ﬁuardq guaranlrring protection of the rights of those facing the
eath peénalty. .
_ Adu?m:n by the General Assembly of the Declaration on the

Right o Pm;ﬂ;a Ilu Peace.

Adoption by the General Assembly of the Caonvention

ading Treat-

Arantion by the Economic and Soclal Council of resolution

1985, 1/ establishing the Committee on Economic, Social and

Cultural Rights, responsible for monitoring the implementa-
tion of the %nlcnmt onal Covenant on Economic, Social and
Cultural Rights.

November 29

Adoption by the General Assembly of the United Nations

Standards Minimum Rules for the Administration of Juvenile
Justice (The Bel lnﬁ.Rulea ¥

l:'Ef.l«:--,::lhr:m by {hc Gcncrﬁl Assembly of the Declaration of Ba- -
Blr Principles of Justice lo
ower,

r Victims of Crime and Abuse of

November 29,1085
h United Nations Congress on the
i, rlt:hn: f:tﬁg}: Treatment of Oﬂmdcﬁf the Basic

ts Milestones

December 10,1985

Adoption by the General Assembly of the International Con-
vention against Apartheid in Sports. The Convention provides
fsar tltle esfablishment of the Commission against Apartheid in

rts,

poDecmbe.r 13,1985

Adoption by the General Assembly of a resolution on the
implementation of the Nalrobl Forward-looking Strategies for
the Advancement ol Women.

4,
Adoption by the General Assembly of the Declaration on the
Right to Devegﬂf%nl.

Adoption by the General Assembly of the Body of Principles
for the Protecfion of All Persons under Any Form of Detention
or lmpﬁzsani:mcnt. :

Adoption by the Economic and Social Council of the Pring-
ples on the Effective Prevention and Investigation of Extra-le-
gal Arblitrary and Summary Executions.

November 20,1989

Adoplion by the General Assembly of the Convention on the
Rights of the Child. The Convention provide?lﬂur the establish-
ment of the Committee on the Rights of the Child.

December 15,1989

Adoption by the General Assembly of the Second Optional
Protocol 1o the International Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights. alming at the abolition of the death penall¥ The Human
Rights Commillee is the monitoring body for the Protocol.

S?Jtembﬂ 7,1990
Adoption by the Eighth United Nations Con on the Pre-

vention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders of the Basic

Principles on the Use of Force and Firearms by Law Enforce-
ment Officials. '

Se 7,1990
Adoption by the Eighth United Nations Congress on the Pre-

vention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders of the Basic
Principles on the Role of Lawyers.

S?tcm.bcr 7,1990
Adoption by the El%hth United Nations Congress on the Pre-
vention of Crime and the Treatment of Offendérs of the Guide-
lines on the Role of Prosecutors.
30,1990
Adoption by the World Summit for Children of the World
Declaration on the Survival, Proteclion and Development of

Children and of the Plan of Action for Implementing the World
Declaration. '

December 14,1990

_ Adoption by the General Assembly of the United Nations
Standard Minimum Rules for Non- custodial Measures (The
Tokyo Rules): Basic Principles for the Treatment of Prisoners:;
the United Nations Guidelines for the Prevention of Juvenile
Delinquency (The Riyadh Guidelines) and the United Nations
Rules for the Protection of Juveniles Deprived of their Liberty.

December 18,1990

Adoption by the General Assembly of a resolution deciding
to convene a World Conference on Human Rights in 1993.

December 18,1990

Adoption by the General Assembly of the International Con-
vention on the Protection of the Rjﬁ ts of All Migrant Workers
and Members of Their Families. The Convention provides for
the establishment of the Committee on the Protection of the
Rights ol All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families.

y 20,1991
Adoption by the Security Council of a resolution establish-

ing the United Nations Observer Mission in El Salvador
(ONUSAL).

April 7,1992

Ado nmn.h}; the Security Council of a resolution dccidim:fh{o
deploy the United Nations Protection Force ([UNPROFOR) in the
former Yugoslavia.

May 30,1992

Adoption by the Security Counclil of a resolution demanding
that the parties to the conflict in Bosnia and Herzegovina allow

the unimpeded delivery of humanitarian supplies.
ember 14,1992

Adoption by the Security Council of a resolution authorizing
the enlargement of the mandate of UNPROFOR.
November 16,1992

Adoption by the Security Council of a resolution condemn-
ing "ethnic cleansing™ in Bosnia and Herzegovina.
December 18,19 ;

Adoption by the Security Council of a resolution demanding
that the detention camps in Bosnia and Herzegovina should be
P
closed
December 18,1992 -
Adoption by the General Assembly of the Declaraton oin the

Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance.

December 18,1992

Adoption by the General Assembly of the Declaration on the
Rights of Persons Belonging to Nafional or Ethnic, Religious
and Linguistic Minorities.

February 22,1993

Adoption by the Security Council of a resolution establish-
ing an International Tribunal {6r the prosecution of persons re-
sponsible for serious violations of international humanitarian

ll%x?]' lt:ommittf:d in the territory of the former Yugoslavia since

ril 20,1993
Adoption by the General Assembly of a resolution authoriz-
ing the particfpation of the United Nations jointly with the Or-
anization of American States in an International Civilian
lission to Haiti (MICIVIH).
May 25,1993
Adoption by the Security Council of a resolution adoptin
the statute of the International Tribunal for the Prosecution o
Persons Responsible for Serious Violations of International
Humanitarian Law Committed in the Territory of the Former
Yugoslavia since 1991.
une 14,1993
The Secretary-General. at the opening of the World Confer-
ence on Human Rights in Vienna, describes human rights as
‘the quintessential values through which we affirm together
that we are a single human community” (statement). :
June 25,1993
Adoption of the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Ac-
tion at the closing of the World Conference on Human Righls.
December 20,1993
Adoption by the General Assemblv of resolution 48/104,
proclaiming the Declaration on the Elimination of Violence
against Women
December 20,1993
Adoption by the General Assembly of resolution 48!9:11. ;E)rn+

claiming the Third Decade to Combat Racism and Raci iS-
crimination,

20,1993
Adoption by the General Assembly of resolution 48/163,
roclaiming the International Decade of the World's Indigenous

Eoﬁl;éﬁnber 20,1993

Adoption by the General Assembly of resolution 48/141, es-

tablishing the post of United Nations High Commissioner for
Human Rights.

February 23,1994
Adoption by the Security Council of a resolution establish-

ing the civil police component of the United Nations O tion
in 1na1xgl_¥gﬁe [ONUMB%]. 3

Mr. José Avala-Lasso of Ecuador assumes the post of the
{ﬂrﬁt&gr’fi;e%fatmns High Commissioner for Human Rights.
Ad?tfnn by the Security Council of a resolution establish-

ing a Commission of Experts to investigate violations of human
rights in Rwanda.

Sﬁptgmtxr 19,1994
Adoption ba' the General Assembly of a resolution establish-
ing the United Nations Mission for the Verification of Human
Rights and of Compliance with the Commitments of the Com-

rehensive Agreement on Human Ripghts in Guatemala
PMINUGUM i .

Sﬁ[xcmber 23,1994
Adoption by the Security Council of a resolution re-empha-

sizing that "ethnic cleansing” constitutes a clear violation of in-
lernational humanitarian law.

November 8,1994

Adoption by the Security Council of resolution 955 (1994),
establishing an International Tribunal for Rwanda.

December 23,1994

Adoption by the General Assembly of resolution 49/184,

pr?;:luiming the United Nations Decade for Human Rights Edu-
cation.

March 3,1995 |
Adoption by the Commission on Human Rights of a resolu-
tion establishing g worki up to elaborate a draft declaras
tion on the rigl;}tflu indigenous people (resolution 1995/32).
Mrs. Mary Robinson of Ireland assumes the post of the
(second) Uniled Nations Hifh Commissioner for Human hts
r.

after her predecessor, M la-Lasso of Ecuador, resigned,
15 Marchp 1997, following Kias appointment as ctll:m Minlstcrmo}
Foreign Affairs'of Ecuador. -
July 17,1998
{ ference of Plenipotentiaries adopts the
The Diplomatic Conlere PI?B] bgi =1

Rome Stalute of the International Crim Court, esla
the International Crimmal Court, with its seat at The Hague.
October 22,1998

The Secretary-General appoints Bertie Ga pg_ar#dﬂl:nm-

charan of Guyana as the Deputy High Co
Rights :I’fecl.ll')s:e 1 Dccemhcrpl B.l%gllnwlng the resignation

Mr. Enrique ter Horst of Venezuela.
' December 9,1998
Adoption 'b_v the General Assembly
o
o&ndlﬂduala. Groups and
Rng:gmacd

of resolution

i ming the Declaration on th:rm: m:!o
espons Oﬂm
Promote and tect Universally man Rightat{nd
Fundamental Freedoms.

December 10,1998 :

50th Anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights

tesy: United Nations: UN Oploe of th H Commis-
simcg:t}o? wman his, Geheva: Human RU?IEE"W Unt
versity of Essex, United Kingdom.




