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[s it really

a time

a i P

to celebrate?

For the deprived and down-trodden millions across the world, there is no meaning
to the advent of a new year or a century or a millennium. It’s the age-old struggle
for survival for them. Future holds no promise. Still, some brace for tomorrow, a
tomorrow that never comes, writes Rafiqul Islam
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mankind and for all of every life forin on earth = what is it in
anyway? For them it never had any inherent significance or

meaning.

When the dial-hands of tim:gieces cross the lﬁzln'clock mark
at micadght on December 31, 1999, for many it wiil Le not merely
the begi: .iing of a new year, but also of a new century and a new
millennium -- all three in one instant. A very rare occasion in-
few of us make a century of life and no-one ever

eed, for a ve ing various specles facing extinction and on even how to rescue a - building images of
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31. 2000. Never mind, time and
our creations, and we want occasions to celebrate - a year in ad-
vance is a god-sent gift for the weary ones who aren’t so sure 1o
live up to the precise moment on December 31 in the year 2000.

‘blamed for it! There are other impo

rtant agenda, too. Decisions
have to be taken on imposing sanctions against a government
that has violated something of the UN Charter (although, in the
end, it's the common men, and not the rulers, who pay the price.)
Then, of course, other issues: declaring the year or decade - of
protecting the environment; of ensurln% erc drinking water
supply to all; of the mother, father, child; decade of women;
(along with that they discuss equally important issues of protect-

issues and occaslons to celebrate. Discussions, deliberations and
adopting resolutions - that’s their job and they are in no hurry or
pressed for time as people in the line of fire or living through

A popular, J'oung Bengall poet, Shukanta, had once written
Purnima chand jeno Jhalsano roott (The full moon is like a well-
baked rooti, a disc-shaped thin bread made by hand). In the
countless millenniums to come, the moon will remain firml
its place. The rich and the affluent will go to the moon ~ holiday-
ing - and, who knows - to a colony in the Mars for a change of
weather or heart (the emotional aspect of it). And the world's
hungry poor, more than 3,000,000,000 of them, will undoubtedly
be searching for the moon-shaped rooti -- at least through the

pecies. It's not only in areas of
feeding the world's population that we have to are our action
plan. A host of other issues have assumed great significance in
our quest to make the world a truly liveable place for all.
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Uncertainty of life-span makes us go by the modified theory of starvation are. The super powers squabble over cutting down a Population iIncrease Is one such Issue that has already folks with ’i“ft gra}aﬂfirz::ig:‘;?ﬁlci realising that with every tick- }
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2000. Why not? Celebrating an event in advance or later is ne
ther on ltfc negative list in the holy books nor restricted by sci-

ence. and not at all bad for health (may. in fact, be beneficial).
What after all is a new year, century or a millennjum? It's all
related to time which is an adaptation of the humans and is mea-
sured surprlsin%y on entirely different math-basis - seconds and
minutes on a ‘60° math-base, day and week on base-seven and a
vear on base-12 math (similar to measurement of distances i. e.
inches). And, the century as well as the millennium s on the con-
ventional decimal base. Wh everythin% relating to time has not
been built on a uniformm math-base (say 7, 12, 60 or the decimal) is

a different story.

Life's cvele went on unhindered even when there were no time-
keeping devices and calendars. The fact that of this planet's
nearly four billion years only few hundreds saw the clocks and
calendars does not diminish its importance to the modern man
who is somehow totally chained to its own creation - time. But,
our ancestors, the Homo erectus -- who had added to the myste
and beauty of planet earth nearly 300,000 years ago — were boun
to the sun in their routine chores of life. To them the appearance
of the sun meant time to work and its disappearance - the night-
fall - meant a period of rest, hiding into sheiters against harmful

adversaries (some real, some imaginary).
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answers to many questions like: our behaviour with D'ti er un s
sapiens, our relationship with other life form, ourT osition i il
cosmos (are we alone?) and -- in the first place -- why are we

in this planet and not elsewhere?

Along with these a very pertinent question comes to the mind:
what was there for serving any life form when there was nothing
called time? Conversely, what happens to time (or what anc
whose purpose would it serve?) once all_chemica}-systems in var-
ious species cease to function with this planet's merger in the
cosmos through total disintegration? Those, however, aren't so
vital for the modern men who yearn for every conceivable occa-
sion to celebrate. Q

What are the celebrations and revelry all about? Expectation!
That the millennium and the century we are carving out from the

future will change every thing in our lives - ending our sufferings
and sorrows.

What do we demand from the future that the past didn't give
us? What are our expectations and based on what? For whom will
the new century be? How did the entire past differ from the first
day of the Ist century and the 1st millennium, how did it differ
from the last day of that century or the millennium? How did the
first day of the 2nd millennium and each subsequent century dif-
fer from the previous ones? What are the diflerences between
January 1, 1901 -- when this century began -- and December 31,
1999 (one year short and still no harm celebrating century-end)?
Are we celebrating a century well spent or the eagerly awaited ar-
rival of a new century? What were our achievements and failures
in the past that we think can be taken care of in the future. From
here where shall we be at the beginning of the 4th millennium?

Well, broadly, the past has seen success and failure - equally
astounding, glaring and, in some cases. mind-boggling.

The single most miraculous achievement and success of man
has probably been invention of vocabulary and language to
communicate with each other. Invention of alphabets and num-
bers and the mastery of their use -- revolutionised through inven-
tion of the printing press — were all that was needed to store and
disseminate information and knowledge at unimaginable speed
to millions of people all over the world. The past, the present and
the future of the planet are not to be lost ever. Knowledge of one
generation could be preserved for generations to come.

Next came invention of stone tools. Since the human body
didn’t have adequate defence rnpahllitfl to face any threat from
other animals, this single invention followed by newer and bet-
ter tools of all scrts coming hot on its heels helped man overcome
these deficlencies. Then came invention of fire... the wheel. From
that stage on, man's conquest of the planel was unstoppable.

At a much later stage invention of vaccines and antibiotics

ave men the basic tools to fight diseases and lead healthy life,
while the invention of power (fuel- and electricity-based) brought
about total revolution needed for men to be poised for the giant
leap forward - totally eliminating the risk of faltering on its ex-
ition for the conquest of this planet and the world beyond. Be-
tween the stone-tools, fire and language, and today’s spacecraft
from which we look at ourselves from deep within the space -
millions of inventions and discoveries bear testimony to the
truth that whether or not there are other intelligent beings in the
universe, man's position is unique, unmatched and unparalleled.
Behind these acﬂievements of immeasurable dimension are the
hard work, toil and sacrifices over a period of 300 millennium, of
billions of our ancestors as well as of writers, thinkers, planners,
explorers, researchers and scientists of the modern age. But, the
major breakthrough was made by man only in the 19th and the
20th century, more specifically in the second half of the 20th cen-
tury — » mere fraction of the 300 - as if in the twinkling of the eye.
During that period, man has made great strides in other fields

as well. He has successfully organised himself in societies and
communities, nations have been formed and the concept of rule
of law and democracy has been deeply rooted in much of the hu-
man society. International co-operation in various fields has
“rought nations and the people closer to each other to the mutual
benefit of all. Gender equality and equal rights for all has been
internationally recognised and accepted. War, a necessary evil
for now. has been transformed more into a high-performance art
or game (call it by any name). with conventions detailing do's and
don'ts. In trade and commerce and in the field of economic co-op-
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desolate wasteland in central Africa is vivid in our memories.
But tor a vulture waiting nearby and a photographer, she was
alone. Her parents had perished in their lur:F trek away from
home in search of food. Her siblings had also dropped en route -
unable to drag the body any further. She had travelled for the ex-
tra day and could move no further. Emaciated beyond recognl-

planet - hundred times over. We had harnessed the power of the
atom, hoping it would serve mankind. It does and, unfortunately

at the same time, keeps mankind tethering on the brink of total
obliteration.)

Ironically, the very success of the human race in survival and
proliferation is at the very roots of its own misfortune as it prob-
ably gives all human beings a strange feeling of relief and com-
fort that they would never face extinction. So. one, two millions
of dead don't matter when there still are billions elsewhere and
more on way to enter the stage of life. The feelinﬁ of vulnerability
that united man against other animals when they first started
their journey in this planet is now totally forgotten and lost.
This is probably the greatest, and perhaps irreversible, tragedy
for mankind.

How much are politics and modern day economic policies to
be blamed for some of the mess and the misfortune? Well, Eco-
nomic is still an imperfect science that has nearly perfected the
art of keeping enslaved all those who can't afford to pay for [ree-
dom from poverty.

And, poverty haunts more than half of mankind. Most plan-
ners think that the solution to poverty lies in bringing about
some changes in economic policy and through charity, least real-

~ ising that it's a social malaise as well. The solution probably lies

not merely in changing economic policies from time to time and
in big charity programs, but in linking these to a socio-cultural
revolution directed against the curse of poverty. We have to aim at
guiding the society in changing its outlook and attitude towards
poverty and the poor.

Another major failure of man is that it has failed to prevent
wars. And worst, man has learnt nothing from its own mistakes
of the past. Conventions of war have been signed by all only to be
ﬂuutecr at will by the strong. Weapons of mass destruction have
been used time and again with so much loss of lives, and human
sufferings of such magnitude that 20th century is likely to re-
main marked as the worst period in the history of civilised man
when reasoning failed, as always, and killing ol human beings in
an unprecedented scale raised serious questions about sanity of
man as a rational animal. |

The horrifying images of the wars in this century have, in-
stead of uniting the leaders on a common stand against war, led
to more research and development—spending billions of dollars
-- of precise, lethal weapons of mass destruction, while millions
of children go hungry everyday and remain without shelter,
clothing, education and medicine or treatment. (Precise weapons
- to minimise collateral damage, as they claim - that can take

yrecisely the breath out of all living beings, leaving roads,
ridges. houses and other infrastructures intact. What betler re-
;{ar(ﬁs for human life with the advent of civilisation?)
What then was the intent of the world leaders when they
formed the League of Nations and later, the United Nations (UN)?
Were there enough trust and goodwill amongst the nations? Did
they lack in sincerity? The devil that rendered the League of Na-
tions ineffective took over the United Nations in the form of the
“veto” power reserved for the strong few nations. People of the
world can't be blamed for believing that there was lack of trust
and sincerity amongst these nations right from the beginning,
and it is likely to remain like that at least through the 21st cen-

tury.

If the founders didn't lack in goodwill, sincerity and trust; if
each of them didn't have in mind the hidden ambition or plan to
dominate and dictate the lives of people all over the world, why
did they need that exclusive right which is contrary to the very
spirit of equality-of-all? In itself veto-power is a negation of the
basic fundamentals of democracy. The record of the past hall-
century of the UN bears evidence to the fact that veto has unfor-
tunately been used, time and again, unjustly against the interest
of human beings. In keeping with the spirit and dignity of the
human soul veto should be ‘veto-ed’ out in the new century - for-
ever, and consigned to the black chapters of history.

Beside wars, we have helplessly witnessed communal vio-
lence, genocide and ethnic cleansing in almost every continent.
Millions of people have been ruthlessly massacred and maimed,
children - and, even infants-- systematically slaughtered. The
events are far too many. The UN deliberated on "To-do’ or ‘not to-
do’ options while the film-footage from the scenes of occurrences
sent chills through our spines and shattered our faith in the ef-
fectiveness of the UN. And worst, the UN declares an area as ‘salfe
heaven’ resulting in an onrush of innocent, unarmed and help-
less people into the area. Then the high drama begins with an as-
sault on the ‘safe heaven' and the UN shamelessly abandoning
the innocents who were then gruesomely murdered by the attack-
ing criminal forces and the genocidal army.

The lives of troops under UN command are too valuable to be
sacrificed in such situation! In other instances the soldiers under
UN command appears to be deployed to compete with NGOs to es-
tablish tents and provide basic necessities, The UN in such cases
converts the soldiers into sheer civilian labour force while some
of the NGOs ~ Red Cross, MSF, SCF, Oxfam, to name a few - put up
braver and better soldierly show of their own with little resources
and no fire power. And in most cases the member states of the UN
remain preoccupied in protecting their regional and national in-
terest only, sacrificing the imperative of saving lives. To the
leaders of the world, these are smaller wars, low-level conflicts,
hatred of centuries - all excuses for inaction. For the helpless

rson on harm'’s way there is nothing called a small or big war, a

ow- or high-level conflict. A single bullet, a shell fragment, and a

machete-raised hand aimed at him - each is bigger. decisive and
absolutely fate-sealing for that individual than what the biggest
conflict or the greatest war is for the leaders living in safe dis-
tances. That may be the reason of their apparent complacency
and apathy to human sufferings. To them, casualty figures relate
to statistics, and nothing more.

Part of the problem is in the every concept on which nations
have been established. Human beings prefer to identify them-
selves on cultural, lingual, racial, religion and ethnic lines - in
fact on every conceivable difference that can be exploited by vari-
ous interest groups for whatever advantages can be gained in the

rocess.
: In politics and In diplomacy there is more to do with the in-
terest of the state and less with that of the individuals - speclally
belonging to different ethnicity, religion, and race. Colour, not
even skin deep, has been exploited time and again, and the divi-

ing to such Issues the way most of them do (except for brute-soci-
eties). Here is a dilemma. ‘State’ Is a creation of man while ‘man’
is a creation and a gift of God for this planet. In wars and in con-
flicts we sacrifice God's creation and gift to protect man’s Interest
and creation in the name of ‘patriotism’, Patriotism and fierce
nationalism are neither offsprings nor allies of humanism and

longevity, numbers multiply at an alarming rate. While more
miraculous achievement in the field of medical sclence {s an ab-
solute imperative and almost certain to come by, we must also
ensure that the sheer weight of number doesn’t offset all our
work-plans. After all, the resources necessary for the sustenance
of life are not unlimited, and every additional mouth puts a little
more pressure. The avallability of sweet-water, the single most
vital resource needed to sustain life remains at the same level
not less) as itgywas at the beginning of man's journey. From the 1
year of the 1 millennium to the end of that rm(l? nnium world
population remained between 200 and 250 millions. Over the
next 800 years it increased to 800 millions-- an increase of nearl
600 millions in 800 years (less than one million a year). Aroun
the year 1800 AD, when the world had a population of 800 mil-
lions, water was needed mainly for agriculture, drinking and
washing. The few industries in those days had little need of
potable water, In the following 200 years, the population in-
creased from 800 millions to 6,000 millions- roughly 26 millions
per year. And, the demands for water in the agriculture sector in-
creased countless many times as many more farmers bring
unimaginably vast tracts of land under cultivation and compete
to grow at least three crops (made possible by low gestation period
and high ylelding varieties of crop) against a one-crop- a- year
practice of the past. The additional load was because of the huge
requirement in the industrial sector as well as for sports, recre-
ation and a whole range of other activities. One can only imagine
the pressure on this scarce resource-- the shortage of which could
lead to massive crop failure and consequent famine and death.

Unless alternative arrangements are made, nations could be in-
volved in deadly wars at some stage in the 21st century over the
rights and control of water.

Other resources are shrinking rapidly as we take out more and

more, not only to meet the essential demands of modern life but .

for luxury and, in some cases, outright abuse as well. Much of
these resources are used for military purpose (bullets and shells
from copper to Kill people) which raises their price, making it ex-
pensive and difficult for the poor to have access to products made
out of these. At some stage over the next millennium man has to

agree to one fundamental, that resources beneath and on earth’s
surface - irrespective of the country these are located in - are
meant for all of us. These need to universally managed for

proportional and rational use for the welfare and benefit of all.

Resource management, protecting the environment that sus-
tain all life form, ensuring fair play and justice, preventing ex-
ploitation of human beings on race, colour, ethnicity, lingual or
gender basis (the barbaric practice of circumcision on girls in cer-
tain African societies must stop now), stopping human rights
abuses, preserving rich and beneficial cultures of various soci-
eties - all these will require lot of thinking, action plans and
hard waork. | _

Warfare may not be eliminated altogether, not in the comin
century, nor do we foresee any elimination of all weapons o
mass destruction any time soon. But the process will gain more
public support, so that at some stage in the future the military
will find itself in a different role when warfare, as we think of it
now. will be totally out of fashion and unacceptable. However,
under some unified global command — on precise, set rules of en-
gagement - the military may still be used for surgical strikes.
Such interventions would be to save lives and eliminate evil
practices that harm the people - individually or collectively.
Heroism, then, would be measured not by victory achieved
through killings and destructions, but on calculated risks and ac-
tions taken to save lives = not on mere capturing land and terri-
tory, but on winning the hearts and minds of the ple.

Between then and now a serious threat looms ominously on
the fate of mankind. The various nations - specially the USA,
Russia and China who have serious mistrust about each others
intentions, secretly continue developing newer weapons and
anti-missile system (star-wars?) capable of rendering the nuclear
arsenal of the other ineffective and useless. As soon as anyone of
them realises that the balance of military power is likely to be
fully tilted anytime by an effective anti-missile or similar sys-
tem; or by the use of Lab-made virus-- capable of silently infecting
and eliminating millions of people -- the possibility of an all out
strike taking place (and the doctrine of what's now termed as
M.A.D. (Mutually Assured Destruction) comingbin to play can't be
ruled out. This is a possible course of action the state which
~would feel it's well behind in the race, balance ofy power is about to
be tilted and the adversary is on the verge of the break-through
which will allow the opponent total control and absolute mili-
lary supremacy.

Science (and the scientists) has taken us too far, too soon. In
exploration (whether deep below the sea or far beyond into the
unknown domain of the stars and galaxies), in the field of com-
munication or medicine - human achievement in every field has
been phenomenal, unimaginable and incomprehensible. There is
so much more to come that we can't even imagine those today.

Imagination! the most valuable gift for human beings from
the creator. And memory. And, the ability to understand and in-
terpret. All these traits combined make up the human intelli-
gence.

Not long ago, watching a orang-utan (our nearest cousin in the
animal world, having nearly 98 per cent genes identical to ours)
lazily staring simply at nothing, portrayed the helplessness of
that species-and all other species but man-to survive in a world
of brutal competition. Do or can&hey think of their past and the
present, and imagine the future? Man understands its own self
and its position in the immediate surroundings, and tries to
carve out a role for itself in this planet - and in the universe. This
is the crucial area where man has excelled. Man can think of the
[uture through imagination and a logical process with the knowl-
;:-dge of the past stored in its memory. Others are incapable of do-
ng so.

Other animals can’t probably understand their position even
in the immediate environment and understand nothing about
rest of the other species. Because of the transformation over the
last 300,000 years, man can at least understand something about
the behaviour of other animals, birds and marine life. ?Fnot in
the new century, some time beyond that man will hopefully be
able to understand some of the gasic traits and instincts of many

. animals and, who knows, even communicate through some

recognisable signals or symbols. (Can we succeed in establishin

commurication with some other species so as to make them at
least feel that, appearances apart, we all are the same? Don't we
all have roots in the same unknown origin In which we shall

sibility of the visionary, the scientists to work in these areas. We
want the benelfit of their hard work. No body wants to age. And we
wanlt vaccines against all viruses. We want better medicines. We
want to genetically correct our inherent deficiencles so that we
can live meaningiul, heallh{vl‘!‘ves for a long, long time (how
long? no consensus as yet). ile slowi

ivable occasions--- birthdays, anniversaries, a new cen-
fgyc:;};g? :.rahaf better than a millennium -- to celebrate and be a
part of the event, big or small. As if the participation in each of
these events would be permanent flag-posts of our existence in

érations would remember all of us
sl anie e e R for some it will be true. For the

when they recollect the past. Well,
vast ma?t;rity. alas, ml?'g articipation in the revelry is not
enough to guarantee a place in history, and they would have to be
content with a place for at best as long as the revelry lasts. No

more than that , This may be the reason why there are many who

own o
Dﬂzn't mean people shouldn’t celebrate, Everyone should, all
together, on every possible occasion. These are Lﬁrc.at moments to
bring people close to each other and strengthen the human-
bondage, remove the differences that divide us (on race, religion,
culture), and make us all feel good and strong. Strong, that, no
matter whether we are alone in the cosmos or not, we are the ones
who own this planet, and the cosmos came into existence for all
of us. Otherwise, there would probably have been no justification
for the creation of the universe. We are the life and soul of the
universe, we are what the creation of the universe is all about.
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try to bask in the warm sunshine of the glory and success of their

Some. of the basic need are common for all living beings,

while a few traits are the speciality of man. Food and drink to

meet the body's biological demands %guinst hunger and thirst,
and aclivities linked to procreation, sleep -- all thiese are proba-

bly the absolute raw basics for most life lorm.

But, man has some other exclusive need -- work, pursuit of
knowledge, leisure and recreational activities. These are distinc-
tively man's speciality.

Neither the new century nor the new millennium will see any
change in these areas, although there will be continual changes
in the quality of life that we live. The basic impulses and emo-
tions - love and alffection, hatred, kindness. ession and vio-
lence will remain unchanged even with artificial life or with the
cloned. Hopefully, and desirably, there will be changes elsewhere
- the human spirit will soar along with the superiorly engineered
body, and the human species will be able to handle more effi-
ciently and effectively such unfortunate issues as inequalities,
injustice, oppression, exploitation and deprivation.

Others will not be that fortunate. Some of the species will be

s

extinct as in the past. Thanks to our ancestors whose enduring

pain, inventions of the various tools. of language and numerals,
of fire and the countless hundred and thousands of inventions,
discoveries and explorations saved the human race from extinec-
tion. From here onward, but for some galactic apocalypse or our
own follies, we remain invincible. The name-of our game will be
‘conquest’ -- of almost each and everything that the mind can
Imagine. So, we should celebrate= ik < of

When the sun goes down and darkness fallsyadrenaline starts
building up in our blood in wild and eager expectation to embrace
the new day, year, century and the millennium (Humans welcome
the new day at midnight - not when the actual day ns at sun-
rise -- which is the practice with most birds and animals.)

And, when the sun goes down, a poor mother huddles her hun-
gry children around her and tries to put them to sleep, or reas-
sures that their sufferings and pain from sickness will be over.
An equally helpless young kid consoles a younger brother or sis-
ter. A father consoles his children. There has been, are and will
be millions of them in the future in most countries of the world.
They are to be found in thatched huts in villages, in slums in
cities, in footpaths and pavements or just under the open sky. For
a 12- year old kid orphaned with a younger sibling ( and, there are
hundreds and thousands like them at any given time) how differ-
ent is today from the previous or how will it be tomorrow? For
him as well for the helpless parents, the night- fall would be a pe-
riod of waiting in desperation for the new day -- if at all it brings
anything better. Their dreams are simple and ordinary -- to pro-
tect their siblings or children from hunger, disease, deprivation,
oppression, abuse and injustice. In a world that surprisingly is
selective and calculative in loving, caring and in dispensing af-
fection--even such simple dreams are hard to come by. Why do
these unfortunate matters still plague human societies-- whether
the problem is with our mind-set or with social, cultural and eco-

nomic system, or a combination of all - there isn't any simple |

answer to all these complex questions.

Economics as a modern tool of management of the economy
has somehow created the great-divide at the level of human un-
derstanding of each other such that, although as human beings
we seem to be working together and interacting with each other
on a continual basis -- in understanding the joys and sorrows, the

‘sulferings and the pain, and the simple dreams of the helpless
common people -- we in fact are living at different planes .1t is
apparent that on the issue of emotional attachment with fellow
Ihnl.:l':]"n}zrm beings we all are , at the same time , one species - too

And yet, for the deprived millions, life is in the ‘tomorrow’. *
There will be food - ‘tomorrow’. Medicine - ‘tomorrow’. Shelter
and clothing ~ ‘tomorrow’. Justice - ‘tomorrow’. That magic
tomorrow’ hardly ever comes for them, so that when the ay
dawns and sunlight is aplenty, one rarely sees the smile in their
faces (in as much as the children or the siblings don't see in the
darkness of the night the tears of despair gathered in the
their parents or the elders who have been consoling them of relief
from the pain and sufferings of hunger and discasc%.

For the fortunate, however, when darkness falls. adrenaline
starts rising in the blood for the grand celebrations and a future
that will see their dreams fulﬂilegﬁf selfishness and other traits

have transformed us into ‘one species too many'

, a disturbi
question keeps troubling the mind. Shall humar{s. ﬁkei spolll]cgd

child, take away most o everything from ‘mother-earth’

- too, de-
priving her other children ( all other species) — ¥ sid-
erate and help her protect rest of the s } —or bE e O

ies.
Some can, while others can't e
to protect. In the protect what they love and want

Seringati game reserve in Alrica a fawn is
chased by a cheetah as the mother deer watches helplessly, while
rest of the fNlock flees. The mother deer runs al side, nervously
wags its tail (as if between hope and despair) ::rtlg S tens its
€ars - may be to hear the sweet call from its baby that it has es-
caped. But then, when the deer sees its baby’'s neck trapped be-
::e%n the cheetah’s fangs and the listless body awash in blood,
: Ek eer also can realise that all is over. It nervously takes a last
00 ffrr.:m a safe distance, wa%f the tail (like humans slapping
o:;r]n orehead when overtaken y grief) and moves away. For an-
other night. Another day. It has to care for and protect rest of the

Somehow. everything in the cosmos replicates snmethlrsl.ﬁ. in
some way that we have so far failed to comprehend. The sheer
complexity and enormity, the timelessness of the entire system is
not even for the human mind to behold, and assimilate-- not yet.
Megr be, in the millenniums ahead. That, for many, would be a
great dream to pursue so that the progeny can link the fulfilment

tion. the child’s frail body revealed all the bones wrapped in pale universalism. Unless this dilemma is resolved and patriotism down ageing will be of that dream with the contributions of today's visionaries. (The
. o ot phes o ke e s G Cetveer e ke o o Mmanin tna o o or the Sate con: [, SepPIE i may e b posabe Atral growth om Dot Seer he st ah he warst - I s

e hungry, hu A 5 oll ol Innocen : 5 achie s ¢ : ctions
Snienis I fa%lt?'no 5E ofi earth wonld o hungry (fonly calloys flicts and wars will continue taking a very heavy ing ageing from the natural process of our life is likely to ad- vements on one hand and its use in col des

wastage of food could be stoned. But who woul e lead in that
“ direction when some of the leaders and planners have gone to the
extent of using food as a weapon of war. So, when there is lavish
use (and misuse) of food by millions of people, there Is nothing for
such lonely children staggering alone in a world that appears so
unknown, strange, apathetic and heartless to the tragic plight of
its own species. Such avoidable tragedies have struck man in the
past in many countries, is taking its toll now and this is likely to
remain the scenario for a long time to come. Leaders in the
world's capitals and diplomats in the United Nations are busy In

lives.
Going a little dcc{)cr into the kingdom of the human mind will
reveal the truth that men haven't as yet found answers to such
uestions as to why are we in this planet and what are our rela-
tionship with all the others? That, every species In this planet
plays a balancing role and Is in sync. with not only our environ-
ment but with the known universe, 1s some how not yet fully un-
derstood by us. Nor have we been able to plan and work for a bet-
ter, liveable (and loveable) world embodying all of mankind, with
due consideration for other specles as well - specially, in the
kingdom of birds and animals. They, too, feel pain, age and ~ de-

versely eflect the very process of growth. Whether we should tin-
ker with nature to that extent req‘ulrcs more serious thinking as
its far-reaching consequences can't be assessed at this stage, Each
“l?: i; in ‘1;&::1 a binlogical-ciiocll;é set to stop at death, so that when
the first beat announces the nning, it in fact sends the sign
that it's clicking toward the cnc%l. 8 2
If there were arrangements to continually record the total
transformation from the beginning to this state of the human
species, and we had the o]%portunlty today of watching those in
concise form, anyone would have exclaimed-- ‘what the eyes be-
hold, the mind can't ', The transformation and the advancement

and killings on the other, in its efforts to save lives as well as in
its gathy toward genocide and ethnic cleansing.)
. we welcome the new with the hope that the process of un-
locking the secrets - of life and of replication — which is be
Rjursued by man . will be completed in the future, And, for the ful-
ment of that dream the future will have to maintain links with
the past (not chained to it). For that link, six billion-plus people
will establish the bridge between the 20th and 21st century,
tween the 2nd and 3rd millennium. More precisely, between the
past and the perpetually unfolding future, gom the pas ““;ﬁh
the present to the centuries and millennfums beyond. SO0, i

their routine (1) activities that are simply too grandiose for people  part. On that mysterious journey of life - of different lengths for woiid e tos Rt ¢ bye 1999 - the last (but one) of a century. And welcome--year
m ctn;akc much st:]nsc of when facing starvation and savage con- each - we travel alongside each other and yet don’t understand most Ingenious of gd% ﬁ.zi:t}ﬂﬁt_tﬁ %';{ﬁ;?:i‘;?ﬂg#gﬁg g:-. 2000. Welcome --all those who enter u ok life. A ,“;I 11, god
or war. leaders and diplomats deliberate on such issues as = each other's minds or the feelings - about our lives, famillies, and eryone of billions of them in the past, made some t;ontnhutinn to Zﬁ;ﬂi} tilrl:r c:tﬁlmal journey, broken by a ahm-; sp f*\-; ime-spe-
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