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prayer: March For Millennium will

b &

RY 1, 2000

hold a "Millennium prayer”, Venue: In front of Jatiya Press Club.

Time: 12.01 am.
Prayer: s

yrayer to mark
onal

adesh Buddhist Federation will hold a s
he new millennium, Venue: Dhaka Interna-

pecial

Boudha Bihar. Time: 5.00 am.

Competition: The prize distribution ceremony of the
Kendrio Kanchi Kanchar Mela's painting and recitation

competition for children, organised to mark

nul Abedin and

Jasimuddin's birth anniversaries, will be held. Venue: 37/A.

Segun Bagicha. Time: 9:30 am.

Rally: Anti-terrorism Peace Movement will hold a rally.

Venue:

exposition by

a Batamul. Time: 10.00 am.
Dress exposition: The inau

ral session of a dress

arnasubarna will be held. Venue: DRIK gallery,

House No 58, Rd 15/A, Dhanmondi. Time: 3.00 pm.

DRU Iftar: phaka Reporters Unity will hold an Iftar
arty. Venue: DRU premises at 8/4A Topkhana Rd, Segun

cha.

Art exhibition: Amateur art students of Benuka

Lalitkala Academ
"Welcome, New Millennium

have organised an art exhibition titled
000." Chief

guest: renowned TV

artiste Afzal Hossain. Venue: House No 40 B, Road No 11,
Phanmondi. Time: 10 am to 8 pm.

Prayer: World Peace Organisation will hold a

ace prayer

meeting. Venue: In front of Jatiya Press Club. Time: 8.30 am.

Meeting: A meetin
Committee will be held.

of Prof Akhter Imam Reception
enue: Planning and Development

Academy, Nilkhet. Time: 10.30 am.

Cultural show: communist Party Bangladesh (CPB)
will hold a cultural show to welcome the new millennium. The
participants will bring out a red flag procession at the end of the
show. Venue: Muktangon. Time: 11.00 am.

BIBM

Management (BIBM) will inau
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Job Fair '99: Bangladesh Institute of Bank

gurate Job Fair '99 for the 2nd

batch students of Masters in Bank Management (MBM)
programme. Venue: BIBM Bhaban, Plot No 4, Main Rd No 1,
Mirpur-2. Time: 9.30 am.

Dry weather is likely to continue over the count
fog may appear over Rajshahi division in the next 1

6 pm today, reports UNB.

Dry weather likely

and light
hours till

Slight fall in night temperature is expected over Rajshahi di-
vision and may remain nearly unchanged elsewhere over the

country, Met office said.

Yesterday's highest temperature of 27 degree Celsius was
recorded at Chittagong and Cox's Bazar and the lowest of 07.8

degrees at Srimongal.

e sun sets in the capital today at 5:23 pm and rises tomor-

row at 6:42 am.

Maximum and minimum temperature and humidity
recorded in some major cities and towns yesterday were:

City/Town Temperature Humidity in

in Celsius centage

Max Min orning Eveniré
Dhaka 23.8 142 89
Chittagong 27.0 152 & 68
Rajshahi 220 123 91 89
Khulna 254 140 9l 79
Barisal 26.0 125 88 84
Sylhet 26.5 135. 113 67
Cox's Bazar 27.0 140 72 65

- . =rF e W i 4

HERE

and THERE

D S IR S B R G PR A SN L S SN R

BRCS

The 27th Annual General
Meeting of the Bangladesh Red
Crescent Society (BRCS) was
held on Thursday in the audi-
torium of BA Siddiky Nursing
School of the Holy Family
Hospital with Kabir Husain.
acting chairman of the Society
in the chair, reports BSS.

The members of the Manag-
ing Committee of the
Bangladesh Red Crescent Soci-
ety, representatives of its 64
units (districts), eight deputies
of four city units and represen-
tatives of the Ministries of
Health and Family Welfare.
Planning and Defence attendea
the meeting.

The meeting reviewed the
activities of the Red Crescent
Society of the current year and
chalked out an elaborate pro-
gramme to gear up relief and
other humanitarian activities
in the new millennium.

SSFB
By Staff Correspondent

The annual general meeting
of Shishu Shasthya Founda-
tion Bangladesh (SSFB) was
held yesterday at its central of-
fice at Mirpur in the city.

National Professor M R
Khan presided over the AGM
which was attended among oth-
ers by members of the founda-
tion, life members, patrons,
professional and local elites.

Al Quds Committee
Bangladesh

Al Quds Committee,
Bangladesh held a discussion
on “Liberation of Al Quds and
Duties of Muslim Ummah.,” at
the CIRDAP auditorium yester-
day. says a press release.

The seminar was held under
the chalrmanship of Prof ANM
Abdul Mannan an, convenor
of the committee,

Professor AK Azad Chowd-
hury, Vice-Chancellor of Dhaka
University, was the chlef guest
at the seminar while Moham-
mad Rezal Noori, Iranian am-
bassador and Shata Zarab,
Palestinian ambassador, were
special guests.

Others who spoke at the sem-
inar Included Hafez Habibur
Rahman, Prof Dr Anisuzzaman
and Prof ANM Abdul Mannan
Khan,

United Dance

Group

By Staff Correspondent

United Dance Group, an old
Dhaka based cultural organisa-
tion, yesterday organi a dis-
cussion meeting and (ftar party
at KM Bashir Primary School
premises in Lalbagh,

Presided over by convenor of
the UDG Selim Ahmed, it was
addressed, among others, by DI-
rectors of UDG Golain Hossaln
Mamun and Pannu Pavel Razu,
member secretary Azmiri Be-
gum Chanda, Ashral All

-

Azam, Kazi Rawnaqul Islam

Tipu. Lutfar Rahman Khan and

Anwar Parvez Badal.

Local elite, social workers
and political leaders attended
the function, said a press re-
lease.

Welcome

From page |

residential halls and auditori-
ums were packed with happy-go
people.

At TSC of the Dhaka Univer-
sitv, hundreds gathered for the
new year's eve celebrations
since evening, where crackers
and fireworks and concerts
highlighted the celebrations.

In Gulshan, the restaurants
and guest houses were packed
with revellers who had gathered
since evening for the great

party.

JS goes into

millennium session

The Jatiya Sangsad goes into
session today at 10 a.m. Presi-
dent  Shahabuddin Ahmed
opens the session on the mil-
lenniumn, outlining the nation’s
journey into the new year.

But the session will be a
lacklufsire one, in view of the
main opposilion parfies’ absti-
nence.

PM’s message

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina in a message yesterday
called upon the people to take a
fresh vow to build a hunger,
poverty and exploitation free
world in the next millennium.

“Lel the [uture world be a
habitable abode for the global
children, the backward women-
folk appear in the ray of light
and the unemployed youths
join the stream of production
and progress”, she said in her
message on the eve of the mil-
lennium and the new year.

The PM said that the people
of Bangladesh are in the cara-
van of the global stream at the

inception of the new millen-
nium. which transformed the
entire human soclety into close
relations and neighbours by
remmarkable success of sclence
and technology, "We are over-
whelmed by the emotions of
joining in the great assembly of
the world humanity®, she
added,

Khaleda Zia

Leader of the opposition
Khaleda Zia in a statement yes-

terday greeted the people on the
eve ol the English new year, new
century and new millennium,

She took a vow to work for the
success in facing upto the chal-
lenges of new millennium Lo re-
store Bangladesh's past Flury
in the light of today's achieve-
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Foopnlted

A young girl holding a placard
prior to the procession brought _
city yesterday in protest of activities of the Anti-liberation forces.

Ty

seeking unity among Bangalees of |
out by the activists of Sammilita Sangskritik Jote in the

D AR

-
for the trial of "all razakars

— Star photo

Campaign against anti-liberation forces

Members of-different pro-
pgressive political parties along
with intellectuals, cultural ac-
tivists, professionals and stu-
dents will throng the historic
Paltan maidan in the capital at
2 pm ‘tomorrow aiming to
launch a countrywide campaign
against anti-liberation forces
and for a ban communal poli-
tics in the country, reports BSS.
All necessary preparations
have been completed to hold the
grand national rally. Progres-
sive people from the rally will
take a fresh vow to root out
communal politics from the
country and hold trial of the
collaborators of the Pakistani
occupation forces in the new
millennium, the rally organis-
ers say.

“The main objective of hold-
ing the rally under the banner
of "Ekatturer Ghatak-Dalal
Nirmul Jatiya Samannaya
Commiltee” is to free the coun-
try from the clutches of "Raza-
kars” (Collaborators) in the
next millennium,"” convenor of
the committee Syed Hasan
Imam told BSS yesterday.

"We are thinking of a collab-
orator free secular country to
uphold the spirit of the coun-
try's war of liberation in the
next millennium where the
trial of the killers and collabo-
rators of the 1971 will take

place.” Imam said.

He said a series of country-
wide programmes would be an-
nounced against the collabora-
tors Irom the grand rally ex

i
Obituary

By Staff Correspondent

Dr Muhammad Israil Khan
(Bachchu), youngest son of lale
Tayebullah Khan of Chunaty
Deputy Bari. Lohagara, Chit-
tagony, died ol cancer at the
Dhaka Cantonment residence
of his daughter yesterday. He
was 83.

Late Israil Khan was a for-
mer director of the Animal
Husbandry and Research Insti-
tute at Rammala, Comilla. He
completed his MS in microbl-
ology from the University of
Minnesota in 1957, A devoted
resecarcher, he was the Inventor
of the vacecine for the Ranl Khet
disease, He retired from gov-
ernment service in 1974,

He left behind two sons, four
daughters and a host of rela-
tives and admirers.

He was a brother-in-law of
late Fot:l Begum Sufia Kamal.

He was buried atl the Jannalt-
ul-Mawa graveyard at Mirpur

ments. She reiterated her pledge
to establish a patriotic govern-
ment, making the one-point
movement to force the govern-
ment resign a success,

after Magrib prayers yesterday.
His qulkhwani will be held
at his residence at House-4,
Road-9, Section-6, Mirpur on
January 3 alter Asr prayers.

pected to be one of the larger
gatherings ol progressive forces
in recent years.

Meanwhile, a representalive
meeting of different political
parties, cultural workers. and
professionals was held at the
BMA Bhaban on Wednesday
with convenor ol the Ghatak-
Dalal Nirmul Jativa Samman-
naya Committee Syed Hasan
Imam in the chair.

The meeting discussed vari-
ous aspecls to make the pro-
gramme a success through
bringing of the pro-liberation
progressive forces to a single
platform.

Besides, Sammilita San-
gskritik Jote, an alliance of
different cultural groups. yes-
terday brought oul a procession
on the city streets with a re-
newed pledge to build a secular
Bangladesh in the next millen-
nium.

The procession attended by

Grand rally at Paltan
Maidan tomorrow

educationists, journalists,. cul-
tural activists, studenis and
eminent cilizens of the country,
began [rom the Dhaka Univer-
sity campus and ended at the
Jatiya Press Club premises.

The processionists carried
national flags and placards in-
scribing different slogans
against the anti-liberation el-
ements in the country.

Jote president Ramendu Ma-
jumder, journalist and colum-
nist Faiz Ahmed, Artiste Syed
Hasan Imam, Director General
of Bangla Academy Dr Syed
Anwar Hossain, writer Shariar
Kabir, BFUJ president Abul
Kalam Azad. journalists Azizul
Islamm Bhuiyan, Shafiqur Rah-

man, freedom fighter and
women leader Rawshan Jahan
Sathi. Hasan Arif, Kamal

Pasha Chowdhury, Tarik Sujat
and journalist Enamul Haq
Bdhuil. among others, took part
in the procession.

Christ Church
to celebrate

New Year's Day

The Christ Church In Chit-
tagong has organised day-long
programmes today to celebrate
the New Year's Day, says a press
release.

The church, now located at
Jubilee Road, is also celebrating
its 162nd anniversary and bid-
ding goodbye to an ecventful
year, an evolutionary decade,
and a revolutionising millen-
nium.,

The day-long programimes,
to be held at the compound of
Christ Church, include prayers
for all the departed souls and
for peace for the whole world.

Three get
Janakantha
awards

The Daily Janakantha, a
Bangla newspaper, has awarded
"Outstanding Personality and
Genlus Award 1999" to three
distinguished personalities for
their contribution to different
fields. reports BSS,

The winners are renowned
educationist Sardar Fazlul
Karim, novelist Mahmudul Hagq
and [reedom lighter Shahanara
Parveen Shobha, currently a
health worker at Banaripara in
Barisal.

Sardar Fazlul Karim, also a
former communist leader and
member of the then provincial
assembly, would receive Tk one
lakh and a monthly allowance
of Tk 5,000 until his death
along with a gold medal and a
crest.

The two other winners each
would get Tk 25,000 and a
monthly allowance of Taka
5,000 and a gold medal along
with a crest.

In the absence of the distin-
guished personali fes, their
spouse would contiiue Lo re-
ceive Tk 3,000 every month, But
if they do not have any earning

children, they would get Taka

5,000 every month.

The awards would be handed
over to the winners al a cere-
MONy S0011,

Ctg Port Truck
Owners' ASsSOC
calls off strike

CHITTAGONG, Dec 3I1:
Transportation of goods to and
from Chittagong Port resumed
this evening lollowing the
withdrawal of a strike enforced
by Chittagong Port Truck Own-
ers' Association, reports BSS.

Port sources said that the
Port Truck Owners' Association
called off the strike following a
fruitful meeting held between
the officials of Chittagong Port
Authority (CPA) and leaders ol
the Masters' Stevedores' Asso-
ciation, clearing and forward-
ing agents and the truck owners
association in the port board
room with CPA Chalirman
Commodore Golam Rabbani in
the chair.

The truck owners' associa-
tion went on indefinite strike at
the port from yesterday evening
demanding cancellation of the
permission given to a private
cement company to carry their
cement clinker with their own
transports.

......
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The new year will see com-
puters go to rural Bangladesh.

The Department of Youth
Development plans to set up
compuler training centres at
the thana levels In the very first

year of the new millennium,

At present there are 69 com-
puter centres, but the depart-
ment plans to expand It in all
460 thanas of the country. Be-
sides it plans to expand ils
youth trainiig centres from 21
districts to districts, M Sira-

jul Islam, DG of the Department

told The Dally Star.
The department is also
Elannlng to initiate a family-
ased employment programme
for vaerly alleviation of rural
landless people, the DG sald,
adding that the programme will
be undertaken in 50 selected
thanas at the beginning.

The programme of the de-
artment {s unique because it
as developed over the years,

irrespective of the parties that
came to power, acknowledged
the present DG M Sirajul Islam
and also the former DG Fazlul
Huq, who is now the additional
secretary al the commerce
ministry.

The micro-credit pro-
gramme of the department to-
tals nearly Tk 350 crore offi-
cials said adding that the recov-
ery rate of the loan Is about 95
per cent and that the depart-
ment does not have any ‘bad
loan’.

Computers to go rural in 2000 |

-By Staff Correspondent

The Department of Youth

Development has so far im-
arted training to about 5.5
akh youngsters under its youth
training and self employment
project, according to official
sources.

The idea of youth develop-
ment was conceived in 1973 and
special allocation was made for
some projects, sources sald,
adding, the department was fi-
nally ready to go into action in
1981.

The programme suffered a
little set back in the subsequent
ygagra but picked up again from
1991,

The programme was taken
upto thana levels during the
early 90s. The BNP government
expanded the department’s pro-
gramme upto 230 thanas
sources sald adding the remain-
in%‘lhanas of the country were
linked under the department’s
programme by the present
Awami League government.

The thrust of the department
is to organise the youth, moti-
vate them, provide them skill-
training and help them with
micro credit and then supervise
the whole operation very
closely, source said.

1. This, in return, has
generated a skilled self-em-
ployed youth who is hiﬁhly mo-
tivated for his own develop-
ment and development of the
family and the society.

e
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New Apex
governor

The annual convention of
Dist-2 of Apex Bangladesh was
held at WVA auditorium re-
cently, says a press release.

Apexian Mohammed
Ebrahim was elected as District
Governor, District-2 for the
year 2000 at the convention, He
is the past president and an ac-
tive member of Apex Club of
Mohammadpur.

Yeltsin goes

From page 1

I could.” he added.

The Russian stock market
jumped to a 15-month high on
the news, with dealers saying
the hopes of strong new leader-
ship after Yeltsin would boost
the economy.

Yeltsin turned over to Pulin
the nuclear suitcase, which con-
tains the codes to launch nu-
clear weapons. Yeltsin also gave
Putin medals symbolizing his
presidential status and his
presidential pen, while Russia's
Orthodox Patriarch Alexy Il
looked on.

Yeltsin then left for his
country residence outside
Moscow, and Putin convened an
emergency Cabinet session. The
Kremlin said, Yeltsin still
plans to travel to Bethlehem
next month for Orthodox
Christmas celebrations.

"The Yellsin party of power
has [allen.” said Communist

Plane hijack

From page 1

fold last weekend, climbed
down steps under the cockpit
~and drove into this city in

southern Afghanistan in a deal
overseen personally by Singh.

He arrived from New Delhi
in a special aircraft also
thought to be carrying three
Muslim militants whose re-
lease was enough to satisly the
hijackers, who are thought to be
Kashmiri Muslim militants.

Soon after the hijackers left
Kandahar airport, steps were
pushed to the main door of the
airbus A300, which was seized
at gunpoint on a short flight
from Nepal one week ago.

The passengers walked down
the steps to waiting vehicles
and were then driven to the air-
craft which brought their In-
dian negotiators across South
Asia to Kandahar, the spiritual
capital of the Taleban move-
ment, on Monday.

Taleban officials said the
hostages looked weak, weary
and exhausted after being
cooped up inside the aircraft for
the entire duration of their or-
deal.

It is now believed there were
155 hostages and five hijackers.
Earlier reports said there might
have been 154 hostages and six
hdjackers.

The passengers walked into
the welcoming arms of dozens
of Indian officials and repre-
sentatives of the Taleban
movement as well as members
of the United Nations and
diplomats.

They were then taken to the
Indian delegation aircralt and
would be flown directly home,
one Indian official said.

Hartal

From page 12

Meanwhile, Mayor A B M
Mohiuddin Chowdhury has
been re-elected unopposed as
other candidates withdrew
their candidature. Now the
polls will be held only for the
ward commissioners.

The liaison committee meet-
ing said the seven-hour hartal
is called to support the resis-
tance built by the people of
Chittagong. The people would
intensily the current movement
and give a befitting reply to the
government as it has resorted (o
a reign of terror in the name of
CCC polls, it hoped.

The meeting was attended by
BNP leader Anwar Zahid, JP
leaders ABM Golam Mostafa,
Mostafa Jamal Haider and
Shah Mohammad Abu Zafar,
Jamaat leaders Abdul Qader
Mollah and ATM Azharul Is-
lam and 10J leaders Fazlul Ha
Amini, Masud Khan an
Muslehuddin Abu Bakar.

Meanwhile, a joint meeting
of BNP's national executive
committee, front organisations
and its city committee yester-
day decided to make the Jan-
uary 3 hartal a success. BNP
secretary general Abdul Man-
nan Bhulyan presided over the
meeting at 29 Minto Road. The
meeting protested the arrest of
city th-" leader and DCC ward
commissjoner Chowdhury
Alam and demanded his imme-
diate release,

BNP leaders Abdullah Al

Noman, Selima Rahman, Be-
um Ahsanullah, Mahbubul
ilam Tara, Amanullah Aman
MP, Shamsuzzaman Dudu MP,
Barkatullah Bhulu MP, Abdus
Salam, Major (Retd) Abdul
Mannan, Sirajul Islam Selim,
Kabir Murad and Naim Ja-
hangir attended the meeting.

leader Gennady Zyuganov, who
came in second in 1996 presi-
dential elections. He called on
his supporters to rally for a
Communist presidential candi-
date.

Under the Russian constitu-
tion, presidential elections
must be held within 90 days of
the president's resignation. The
ITAR-Tass news agency said the

residential elections would be
eld around March 27.

Putin, with effective control
of the government, including
state media, has a huge advan-
tage in the race to succeed
Yeltsin.

Yeltsin, who has been hit by
corruption allegations in recent
months, reportedly had been
looking for assurances for the
safety of himself and his family
when he steps down. Putin as
president would be able to give
Yeltsin the immunity he re-
portedly wants.

Plagued for years by heart
and other health problems,
Yeltsin was often ill and out of
sight during his second term. He
spent many weeks sidelined at
his country residence and was
largely seen as a caretaker pres-
ident

But Yeltsin continued to
dominate Russian politics, de-
spite his ill health. He easily de-
feated a Communist-led effort
in May to impeach him and had
dismissed four prime ministers
in the last two years.

8 Sylhet JCD
activists
arrested

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET. Dec 31: Police ar-
rested eight activists of Jatiy-
atabadi Chhatra Dal from
Electric area of the town last
night.

A police official said they
were arrested on charge of their
alleged involvement in the
armed clash with police and
BDR on December 25.

A madrassah student was
shot dead in BDR firing during
the encounter. )

The arrested are, Wahidul Is-
lam, Nure Alam Siddiquee, Md
Abdul Munim Badrul, Suman
Ahmed. Imran Ahmed, Modab-
ber Hossain, Babla Hossain
alias Liton and Nahid alias Ba-
Sit.

Tension mounts

From page 12

on election camps.

The Opposition alliance ear-
lier announced a two-day “cur-
few hartal” in the Fort city from
Sunday to resist the CCC polls,
scheduled for Monday:.

Administration sources said
10,000 policemen, 300 BDR and
150 army personnel will be de-
ployed in the city tomorrow,
two days ahead of polls to
maintain law and order. The
security forces have already ar-
rived, sources said.

They also said that 80 patrol
teams will be on duty around
343 election centres.

The panicky situation [ol-
lowing irequent hartals have
marred Eid shopping in the port
city. market sources said.

The businessmen will hold a
protest meeting at Chittagong
Chamber of Commerce and In-
dustry office at noon tomorrow.

Hartals have created a con-
gestion of ships at the port,
sources said.

"Quake

From page 12

took shelter in open places.

According to preliminary
reports, at least 200 houses were
damaged by the quake in Hoy-
anak, Shaplapur and Kalarma
Chhara areas.

This was the 5th earthquake
that rocked Cox's Bazar in last
six months.

Meanwhile, Chittagong and
its :adjoining areas were also
jolted with a mild tremor this
morning.

The tremor, which shook the
city and its adjacent areas, was
hardly felt by the residents
when it lasted only 16 seconds
from 6.53 am, the lone seismic
observatory centre sald.

The epicentre of the earth-

uake was located at 146 km ofl
the port city. The intensity of
the quake could not be mea-
sured, the observatory sources
added.
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Number of Grameen
phone subscribers

doubled last year

By Staff Correspondent

The number of Grameen
Phone's subscriber has doubled
last year crossing 60,000 mark.
The GP s now covering 21 dis-
tricts and alms to cover the

whol t the 2003.
ocmunwbydi“r:::d by

This was

Mehbub Chowdhury, director
sales and marketing of the GP,
while exchanging views with
the nurna]lnt%?t %tar party
in the city on 1Thur :

Chowdhury hopes that by
the end of 2 they would be
able to provide cellular glonc
services to as much as 1,24,000
subscribers.

Mehbub Chowdhury claimed
that the GP had the and
fastest growing cellular tele-
phone network in Bangladesh.
GP already has substantial cov-
erage in Dhaka, Chittagong and
Khulna division.

It has also partial coverage
in Rajshahi division and ailms
to d the network to
and Barisal division during the
first quarter of this year.

Mehbub Chowdhury sald the
GP now shares 50 per cent of the
total market share of the mo-
bile telephone in the country.
The GP has been operating
through 200 base stations.

Intekhab Mahmud, market-
ing manager of the GP, was also
present at the iftar.

One shot, six
injured 1n
bomb blasts

By Staff Correspondent

Extortionists fired on a per-
son and exploded bombs. leav-
ing three people injured. in sep-
arate incidents in the city yes-
terday.

In another incident, a bomb
attack on a minibus left three
people injured last night.
" Mosharraf Hussain, 35,
owner of Koushik rent-a-car
service at Dholaipar, sustained
bullet wound in his left leg
when a gang of extortionists
fired on him.

He was rushed to the Dhaka
Medical College at about 3:00
pm yesterday.

The gang attacked him as he
refused their demand for allow-

ing them to use a car for fun on

| the New Year's Eve. hospital

sources said quoting the victim.
In the other incident, at least
three people including one

| businessman sustained bomb
| injuries when extortionists ex-

ploded crackers.

A pang of extortionists came
to the shop of Ali Hussain at
Gopibagh and demanded Tk

| 15,000 from him. Being refused,

the gang hurled bombs at him.
Two passers-by identified as
Chanchal and Roushan Ara
were injured in the explosions.
None. however, was arrested
in this connection till last

night.
Yusuf

From page 12
| Prof M Amanullah remained a

| silent spectator to all the events
| as he was hardly allowed to

take anv decisions In mattiers

although he had been responsi-
ble for affairs of family plan-
ning wing of the ministry, they

| said.

He used as tools some key ex-
ecutives of Bangladesh Medical
Association [BMA) and a num-
ber of his ‘well-wishers’ in
inviting any contract and mak-
ing posting and recruitment.

“The latest example of Yusuf's
way of doing business came to
surface when he called a meel-

ted in a fire at a slum on

ing to discuss purchase of;
equipment for Dhaka Shishu
Hospital from a French com-
pany without a decision to float
tender, sources said.

The local ANZ Grindiays
Bank agreed to provide a loan of
Tk 150 crore to finance the pur-
chase provided the government
stood guarantor. All except one
stood against such an unfair
purchase offer, one source said.

Sources said if there was a
deal, the minister would have
pocketed about TK two crore.

Similarly, a Spanish com-

any offered to provide °tied
oan’ for building and equip-
ping a specialised hospital in
Khalishpur in Khulna, where
the minister comes from. The
proposal said all purchases had
to be made from Spain.

To seal the deal, Yusuf even
maneuvered to persuade the
prime minister to lay the foun-
dation stone of the hospital
which was still in papers.

“This was in violation of
government rules. The govern-
ment accepts only grants but
does not accept loans for hospi-
tals. But the minister ordered
that relevant documents be pre-
pared in favour of the project,”
said one top health ministry
official.

The proposal bounced back
from the External Resources
Division (ERD) unapproved d;-
spite a vigorous campal
tl?::' mintstg:r. The Wm}?ld %ln.n.z
also refused to accept the -
yosal as the hospital de s
acked the minimum details.

The suspension of 12 civil

surgeons is a solid example of
his corrupt practices. About Tk
20 crore was spent without m
proval of the authorities.
%;we the civil surgeons the flex-
ibility to spend such an amount
of money without prior per-
mission was the question many
asked.

80 shanties gutted
at Hazaribagh

At least 80 shanties were gut-
“-
aribagh embankment in the
city yesterday, reports BSS.
Police and fire officials said
the fire originated from the
oven ntd a house at about 11-30
am and immediat
the adjoining shanfga.cngum
units

Three fire fightin
rushed to the spot and extin-
uished the blaze after two

l the fire, police said.

ours.
No casualty was reported in



