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¢ Noaib ‘shocked’
ST DNEY, Dec 31; Pakistani
& bowler Shoaib Akhtar said
~ Was ‘totally shocked" after
Wt banned Friday from in-
atlonal cricket by the
S ruling body over his
Ing action, but vowed to re-
» feports AFP.
¢ besieged speedster s re-
ded as one of the fastest
A €rs in the world with
X reaching 155 kilometres
- "hour and only arrived in
{ %h with the Pakistan team
Thursday afternoon.
. Mkhtar said he was “totally
* beked" and the decision
nt he would now fly home
C Panuary 2.
They've just told me to re-

el my action. but I can't say
hhing more because I'll be in

e,” he said.

bl
' Ehc Pakistanis conceded
* fitar's ban was a setback. but
{ fKed the 23-year-old to return
a vengeance.
Fakistan captain Wasim
1 said the deecision was
* and questioned other
ers' actions.
‘ve played more cricket
anyone else in the world
I think his action is fine --
than fine,” Wasim told
3 News.
arm bends are (illegal),
by second bowler does the
je thing so it means they are
2 to ban everyone -- let's

g

'

FThe poor guy -- [ can't imag-
t what he must be feeling
. My heart goes out to him.

] ® @
otts will wait
OTTINGHAM, England,

31: The banning of Pak-

i paceman Shoaib Akhtar

the ICC, cricket's interna-

@&l ruling body, on Friday

his bowling action was "a

&dy” -- according to one of a

finghamshire county coach,

brts AFP.

Mick Newell, the Notting-

pishire second Xl coach,

gd that the county, who were
jecting the 24-year-old
pdster to arrive for his [irst

§ Bon with them in May,
¢ Bld not make any decision

what measures to take until
§ §S have been held between

§ Bager Clive Rire. Shoaib and

.
Obviously we'rc upset for
|mib and, equally, we'rc con-
£ ped about where it leaves us.”
£ 8 Newell.
“It's a tragedy for him. There
't be anything worse for a
* Wlor than to bec accused <
ow:ng and to suggest that he
t re-model his action is a
tic thing to tell him to do.
 fOnce we've gol the full f[acls
" front of us and have spoken
shoaib and Clive Rice (who Is
rently away in South Africa)
il decide where to go from
re.
‘We can't do anything until
i Tuesday. We'll then speak
. the ICC belore deciding our
1 move."
DQuestions about the legiti-
ey of Akhtar's bowling ac-
) were ralsed by Australian
“pires during Pakistan's Test
r here in Oc¢tober. Footage of
bowling was referred to the
: lor investigation.
The ban rules Akhtar out of
ame-day triangular series
inst Australia and India
ting on January 9.

Blscifo to join
9% Charleroi

RBRUSSELS, Dec 31: Veteran
IC8an midfielder Enzo Scifo
S 8join First Division Charleroi
't season on a two-year con-
= Bt with an option to become

b president after that until
o 38. according to media re-
‘s today, says Reulers.

—in the meantime he will fin-
¥ Mthis season al league leaders
i/ Merlechl.

= 8cifo. Belgium's fourth most
BE8ped player with 84 interna-
Plal appearances, told news-
Miers that this was "a dream
Hing true.”

However, the player has yet
_bign. "Charlerol and | are en-
L ted. but not yet married.” he

' Standard Liege were also re-
_ted to have rekindled their
rest in the playmaker, offer-
. him a two-year contract and
s 0 the job of coach. But they
» v have left it too late.

carlier this week, Anderlecht
= & Scifo, 33, permission to
& "uss a possible move to
ssindard Liege, but those talks
ke down on Tuesday, leaving
odo to consider other offers,
sepuding Charleroi's.
®harleroi are currently 13th
= the 18-club division, with just
L& wins from 17 games.
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KARACHI, Dec 31:
The International
Cricket Council
(ICC) has banned

cricket over his bowling action,
a Pakistani board officlal sald
Friday, reports AFP.

rules Akhtar out of a tri-nation
series invulvlnF Pakistan
Australia and India,

Australla on January 9.

“We have been informed by
the ICC about this unfortunate
decision. We have been asked to
work on Shoaib's action,” Pak-
istan Cricket Board (PCB) secre-
tary Shafgat Rana told.

“We have not been given any
time frame," Rana sald, adding
he hoped the "Rawalpindi Ex-
press” would be available to
pla%*_ Sri Lanka in February.

he ICC is to reconsider
Akhtar's case in a month.

A nine-member ICC commit-
tee outlawed Akhtar after an
hour-long teleconference on
Thursday.

Wagar Younis would
replace Akhtar in Australia
and would depart in a couple
of days senior PCB official
Rameez Raja said.

Raja, who heads PCB's advi-
sory board, told the Associated
Press of Pakistan that Younis
had apologised for recent objec-
tionable utterances.

Younis was dropped from the
squad for the second leg of Pak-
istan's recent Australian tour
as according to selectors he was
out of form. Pakistan subse-
quently lost the Test series 3-0.

His omission led to out-
bursts from the bowler, who
blamed skipper Wasim Akram.

The decision on Akhtar was
communicated to Pakistan
tearn manager Brigadier Mo-
hammad Nasir In Australia
just hours after the side re-
turned there for the tri-nation
series. Last month they sullered
an inglorious 3-0 Test series
defeat in Australia.

“It is a big blow for the team

tion for cricket fans all over the
world. We never found anything
foul in his action,” Rana said.
During the October-Novem-
ber Test series, questions were
raised by Australian umpires

about the legitimacy of
Akhtar's action.
Officials said selectors

would hold a meeting to decide
for the replacement of Akhtar
who is expected to return home
from Australia.

"When the whole world was
walting for a Bret Lee-Akhtar
clash for 100-mile thunderbolts
this decision has ruined all,”
Rana said.

"It's a very harsh decision.”
former Pakistan captain and
chief coordinator of PCB newly
oppointed advisory council
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J Pakistan ress
" bowler hoalb
Akhtar from iInternational

The decision lmmedlatcly‘

starting in

and cricket. He is great attrac-*
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Akhtar’s action illega

Rameez Raja sald.

Rameez was In the panel of
experts who watched the footage
of Akhtar's bowling sent by the
ICC.

"His action when he bowls a
bouncer is a little different but
ICC had objected on one ball
and has now banned him on his
entire bowling," Rameez said,

Rameez, however, ruled out
any official protest to the ICC,
saying: "We do not want a head-
on with 1CC but we condemn the
decision in a way that its on his
entire bowling.”

Former captain and a mem-
ber of advisory council Javed
Miandad called upon the ICC to

Rawalpindi Expreas, was ques-
tioned by international match
referee John Reld of New
Zealand after the tesl series

against Australia earlier In the
month.

Akhtar earned Interna-
tional fame during the World
Cup in England this year when
he was tipped to become the
first bowler to break the 100-
miles-an-hour (160-kilometre)
barrier.

His action was first ques-
tioned during the limited overs
ame In Australla when Aus-
ralian officials sent video
footage to the Australlan

An AFP file photo of Pakistani express bowler Shoaib
Akhtar.

look into the law of illegal de-
livery. .

“Its time now that ICC
shou!d change this law. Do all
the bowlers with bend arm
chuck, its unfair,” said Mian-
dad.

Former chief selector Hasib
Ehsan criticised New Zealander
umpire John Reid. “Its more of a
personal decision and an at-
tempt to run down the career of
a popular cricketer.”

The issue cropped up when
the bowling action of the 24-
vear-old fast bowler, dubbed as

Cricket Board (ACB) claiming
his action was suspect.

Pakistan cricket officials
had mainatined Akhtar's ac-
tion was correct. A national
Fﬂﬁf‘l of experts viewed video
ootage from the ICC last week
and gave him a green light for
Australia.

In October, the ICC also ad-
vised tearaway fast bowler,
Shabbir Ahmed, to improve his
action. Shabbir was initially
selected for the Test tour of Aus-
tralia but was pulled out after
the ICC's directive.

CAPE TOWN, Dec
31: Nasser Hus-
sain will ask his
tired England
J leam to "dig deep”
L in the fourth Test
against South Africa which
starts al Newlands on Sunday,
reports Reulers,

England endured a gruelling
final three days in the field in
the drawn third Test which
ended at Kingsmead on Thurs-
day, and just three days later
they will again attempt to
square a five-match series that
South Africa currently lead 1-0.

The extent of their weariness
showed when England can-
celled their planned practice
session at Newlands this morn-
ing.

“Inner strength must come
through and people must dig
deep, that's what we're here for,”
Hussain said. "It's amazing
what you can find within your-
self when there’'s something
like a millennfum Test in Cape
Town up for grabs.

“The spirit in our dressin-
groom after the Kingsmead Test
was not of a side that was down,
it was of a side looking forward
to the next game."

Hussain was confident his
men would be up to the task of
fielding first at Newlands,
which will be likely if South
Africa win the toss on what has
proved a dependable batting
pitch in recent seasons.

“If we end up in the field for
two days I'd expect the team to

be just like they have been (n

“asked to

the last two days in the field,
that is not to throw the towel in
and to try and bowl the opposi-
tion oul.

“People won't be left out be-
cause they might have tired
legs. Our best bowlers for the
particular wicket we see in Cape
Town will be picked.

"We're quite pleased with the

NASSER HUSSAIN

way we are at the moment.
We've done some hard work and
we'll carry on doing it."

South Africa staved off de-
feat at Kingsmead despite being
ollow on for the first
time in 73 Tests, and going into
the final day just 41 runs ahead
with four wickets down.

Much of the credit for the
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Hussain's passionate plea

successful rescue effort went to
opener Gary Kirsten, whose 275
equalled the highest Test in-
nings by a South African.

South Alfrican captain Han-
sie Cron{e said his team had
been steeled by the experience.

‘It was important for us to
get through that situation,”
Cronje said. "We were under
pressure because we hadn't been
there before, so our confidence
is certainly boosted."

Kirsten expected another
sound batting pitch at New-
lands, his home ground.

"The wicket hasn't bounced
as much as it did last season, so
unless they leave grass on it I
think it'll be a good pitch,”
Kirsten said. "It's played very
well this season: with even
bounce, a very good batting
wicket.”

South Africa have named an
unchanged 12 for the fourth
Test, with controversially axed
batsman Jonty Rhodes expected
to return at the expense of
paceman Mornantau Hayward.

England were not due to an-
nounce their squad today, but
left-arm fast bowler Alan Mul-
lally and batsman Michael
Vaughan were said to have re-
covered from injuries.

Mullally's selection could
add variety to an England at-
tack which, in Hussain's own
words, "lacks penetration” on
flatter surfaces.

Thuram wants to
stay at Parma

ROME, Dec 31: French inter-
national Lilian Thuram wants
to stay at UEFA Cup holders
Parma until his contract ex-
pires in 2004, he told the Italian
sports dally Gazzetta Dello
Sport on Friday, reports AFP.

“Football today is very com-
plicated, it's not possible to
make plans, but I'm proud to be
captain of this team, because
that shows that I'm appreciated
as a man. | have a contract until
2004 and | want to respect it."
said Thuram.

The former AS Monaco
player, who scored the two goals
that lifted France into the
World Cup final, sald that he
enjoyed playing as a wing back
because this allowed him to
pla?' offensively and he had
still a lot to learn.

“l like attacking and on the
right wing | can do this more
easily. 1 would like to improve
my game In this area and to
score more goals."

Thuram believes that Parma
could lift the Italian title for the
first time this year, particu-
larly as they are currently lying
third in the league table four
points behind leaders Lazio.

However, he does not think
that France will feature in Euro
2000.

“If we play like we've been
playing recently, we won't get
very far. We have to find the
spirit of the 1998 World Cup,” he

| added.

== Sport

Sylhet secure
second spot

Sports Reporter

BRIEF SCORES
Sylhet v Khulna
Venue: Shamsul Huda Sta-
dium, Jessore

KHULNA: First innings: 142
all out in 67.3 overs (Sajid 53,
Mofizul 20, Khairuzzaman
15; Saifullah 7/35, Imran
2/40)

SYLHET: First Innings: 199
all out In 76 overs (Parvez 78,
Nasirul 44, Igbal 21: Sohel
7/61, Jamaluddin 3/39)
KHULNA: Second Innings:
152 all out In 76.2 overs
| (Hasanuzzaman 57, Khairuz-
zaman 22: Rafiqu 6/49,
Neeyamur 2/22)

SYLHET: Second Innings: 99
for 7 in 37.1 overs (Iqbal 29
n.o., Nasirul 14, Tushar 12:
!-.lfi}lli[lg;ll.Iddlll 2/26, Manzurul
Result: Sylhet won by 38
wickets. ¢
Man-of-the-match:
Parvez (Sylhet)

Sylhet ensured the runners:
up spot in the National Cricketf
League with a three-wicket wir
over hosts Khulna in the ninth
round clash at the Shamsul
Huda Stadium in Jessore yes-
terday.

Sylhet secured their fourth
win In nine matches, raising
their tally to 22 points on the fi-
nal da{v of their three-day
match. With one-match still to
go. thcr are now eight points
adrift of champions Chittagong.
The Sylhetis are however main-
taining an unassallable eight-
point lead over Dhaka.

Back to the day's mateh,
Khulna innings caved in for 152
in 76.2 overs In the face of
some scintillating bowling by
left-arm spinner Mohammad
Rafique.

The national tweaker cap-
tured six wickets for 49 runs off
a marathon 28.2 over spell.
Medium pacer Neeyamur
Rashid gave him a good support
at the other end by taking two
wickets for 22 runs.

In reply, chasing 95 in the
second innings, the visitors
limped on to score 99 for seven
in 37.1. Lower middle-order
Igbal Hossain scored highest 29
not out for the winners. Skipper
Nasirul (14) and Tushar (12)
were the other notable run-get-
lers.

Sylhet opener Syed Parvez,
who scored 78 in the first in-
nings to help his side take a 57-
run lead, was named man-of-
the-match.

Sylhet will meet Rajshahi at
home in their final round clash
on January 3 while Khulna will
travel to Barisal to face bottom-
dwellers Barisal.

ACB keeps mum

SYDNEY, Dec 31: The Aus-
tralian Cricket Board remained
silent on the ban imposed on
Pakistani fast bowler Shoaib
Akhtar by the game's ruling
body today over his bowling ac-
tion, reports AFP.

An ACB spokesman said the
indefinite ban on Akhtar,
handed down by the Interna-
tional Cricket Council (ICC), was
a malter between Pakistan and
the ICC,

“The Australian board does
nol come into the picture,” the
spokesman said,

The ban rules the 24-year-
old Akhtar out of the one-day
triangular series against Aus-
tralia and India starting on

Syed

January 9.

Bad news for
Leboeuf

LONDON, Dec 31: Chelsea’s
French World Cup winning de-
fender Frank Leboeuf could face
a lengthy ban after it was an-
nounced on Thursday that he
had been charged with miscon-
duct by the Football Associa-
tion over his actions when he
was sent off against Leeds, re-
ports AFP.

The 3l-year-old, whose
coach Gianluca Vialli has
claimed that the Frenchman is
being picked on by referees, was
dismissed during Chelsea’s 2-0

defeat against Leeds, in the
Premiership on December 19.

Leboeul, who has been
booked eight times and sent-off
twice this season. was sent off
for a second yellow card but
then appeared to stamp on Aus-
tralian star Harry Kewell,
whom he had fouled three times
In as many minutes, as he lay
on the ground.

An FA spokesman con-
firmed that referee Jeff Winler
had referred to the stamping
incident in his report,

Leboeuf, who never lets a day
go by without telling somebody
that he is a World Cup winner
despite the fact he wouldn’t
have played In the 3-0 defeat of
Brazlrlf Laurent Blanc hadn't
been sent off in the semi-final,
also refused to leave the pitch
and then argued with Leeds'
former Chelsea defender
Michael Duberry on the side-

lines.
Redford
passes
away

SYDNEY, Dec 31: Australlan
marathon swimmer Des Ren-
ford, who swam the English
Channel 19 times, died late
Thursday night at a Sydney
hospital. his manager said, re-
ports AFP.

"Des passed away at 11.16
m (1216 GMT),” said John

evitt. "He has been a fantastic
guy." .
The 72-year-old, who only
took up marathon swimming
aged 39, had a massive hearl
attack while swimming at his
local Sydney pool on Wednesday
morning,

He was taken to Sydney's
Prince of Wales Hospital and
IJlaccd on life support. Renford
1ad suffered three previous
heart attacks and a stroke,

He shot to fame making 19
crossings of the Channel be-

tween 1970 and 1980, including

| three within 10 days In 1980,

I -

a run-a-ball 43.
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Ctg walk

| Favourites Chit-

tagong clinched
the Inaugural Na-
lional Crickel
league title with
one match (o E:
hosts Barisal by
189 runs in their ninth round
clash at the Abdur Rab
Sernlabad Stadium yesterday.
Chluagon{;. with their sev-
enth successive win, confirmed
the champlonship having
ralsed théir tally to 30 points
from nine matches, eight more
than second placed Sylhet.
Sylhet ensured the runners-
up spot with a three-wicket vic-
tory over Khulna on Friday. -
On the final day of the three-
day match. Chittagong declared
thelr second innings on 198 for
four in 59 overs, an overall lead
of 263 runs. :
Barisal, needing 263 to win
with more than two sessions of

o

alter delealin

b s -

e e e e o

away with title

Sports Reporter
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glay left, were at 74 for nine in
8.3 overs when stumps were

drawn. Barisal middle order
Moin was unable to bat,
Chittagon

Shafiuddin Babu and left-arm

new-ball bowler

spinner Enamul Hoque fore the
Barisal innings apart taking

three wickels each.

Shaliuddin, the right-arm

national seamer, con

ed only

10 runs in 5.3 overs while velt-

eran Enamul finished with
three for 14 from nine overs.
Sensational

leg-spinner

Shahed Mehmud, who took six
wickets for 51 runs in the first

innings, captured two for 24.
The

akistani legie, who has

taken 52 wickets so far In six
mtaches, was however named

man-of-the-match,
Earlier, resumin

on 117 for

three, Chittagong added another

81 runs In 1

of another wicket before

NATIONAL CRICKET LEAGUE TABLE
Team M w D/2 pts  D/0 pts L Points
Chittagong 9 ¢ £ 1 1 0 30
Sylhet 9 4 3 0 2 22
Dhaka 9 3 1 4 | 14
Khulna 9 0 3 3 3
Rajshah| 9 0 ~ | 4 2
Barisal 9 0 2 3 4

] Rajshahi earned
lwo batting points

I lirst innings lead

| against Dhaka In
—— " lheir ninth round
National Cricket League clash
which ended in a draw at the
Cricket Garden in Rangpur
yesterday.

On the final day, Rajshahi,
who earned a 40-run lead over
the star-studded side in the first
Innings, declared their second
innings on 204 for five after 63
overs. Dhaka were 126 for five
in 22 overs at stumps.

Rajshahi's total was bullt
around an unbeaten half cen-
tury from middle order Mish-
figur Rahman.

Mushfique, the right hand
batsman who scored 65 in the
first innings, complied a back-
to-back half-century off 95
balls hitting seven boundaries.

Skipper Khaled Masoad
chipped in with 47 off 70 balls
followed by Sanchoy who added

Dhaka
Muntasir an
four wickets.

Dhaka, in reply managed
only 126 for five before the um-
pires removed the bails.

Opener Shahriar Hossain
top-scored with 39 off 37 balls

spinners Fahkim
Mukul shared

by virtue of their

ﬁj shahi collect the poin

Sports Reporter '

overs for the loss

inclusive of seven fours while

middle order Al-Shahriar
hammered 37 off only 28 balls
which Included six sweetly-
timed hits across the rope.

Rajshahl off-spinner Imran
Parvez, who captured five wick-
ets for 48 runs in the first in-
nings, bagged another four
wickets giving 30 runs in eight
overs. Imran was later adjudaod
aAs man-of-the-matech.

all ouf in 95 overs [ K Masood
77, Mushlique 65, Mithu 31,
fahim 4/72. Shanewaz 2/59)
DHAKA: First innings 206 all
out in 82.1 overs ( K Mahmud
60, Harun 36, Atiar 23, Sl-
Shahriar 26, Sanwar 20,
Imran 5/48, Murad 3/66.
Mustadir 2/27)

RAJSHAHI: Second innings
204 for 5 in 63 overs [ Mush-
fique 50 n.o., K Masood 47,
Shanchoy 43, Ranak 31,
Mukul 2/33, Fahim 2/54: Sal-
ful 1/12)

DHAKA: Second innings: 126

Al-Shahriar 37, Harun 20.
Aminul 13 n.o., Imran 4/30,
Murad 1/54)

Restlu: Match drawn. Ra-

jshahi earned tow batting
oints.

an-of-the-matech:

for 5 in 22 overs [ Shahriar 39. |

RAJSHAHI: First :nT.mgﬁTla 23

i

Imran'

skipper Minhazul Abedin threw
the gn n%ﬂm to his hosts.
vernight batsman Azam

Igbal (38) and scorer of two cen-
turies so far in the | , made
51 off 97 balls before bel
bowled. His partner Mmhaz:ﬁ
was unbeaten on 39 off 66 balls.

With the championship
guaranteed, Chlttaﬁ . the
only undefeated side Ir ‘}ﬁe 8ix-
team league, will take on Dhaka
in their last match at the
Comilla Stadium starting on
January 3.

SCOREBOARD

Scereboard on the final da
of tlge three-day NatlnnJ
Cricket League maltch between
Chittagong and Barisal ended at
the Abdur Rab Serniabad Sta-
dium in Barisal yesterday:
CHITTAGONG: First ngs
200 all out {n 81.3 overs [ Nurul

Abedin 53 Minhazul 49; Saleh’

5/48. Mofizul 3/14)
_ BARISAL: First innings 135
all out in 48.5 avers ( Habibul

52, Rashedul 20; 8§ Mehmud
6/51, Enamul 2/26) 2
CHITTAGONG: Second in-

nings (overnight 117 for 3 in 44
overs )

S Mehmud 1bw b Totam 47
. Ehsanul Ibw b Saleh 10
Azam b Monju ' 51
Jahangir ¢ Saleh b Monju 27
Minhazul not out 9

Akram not out 5

Extras: ( b-10; Ib-4; nb-5) 19
Total: (For 4 wkts in 59

overs dec) 198

Fall of wickets: | /61, 2/67.

3/107, 4/18B7.

Bowler O M R w
Ashfaque 11 2 38 0
Molizur iy ] 16 0
Faruque 0 @A Tios O
Saleh 18 4 5 I
Totam 11 1 45 1
Monju 0. 20714 2

BARISAL: Second innings
iRashedul ¢ Ehsanul b Shafluddin 14

Monju b Anis 3
Faruque ¢ Shafiuddin b S

Mehmud 17
Totam Ibw b Enamul 4
Habibul st Jahangir b Enamul 0
Mofizur ¢ Azam b Enamul 2
Monu not out 12
Saleh Ibw b S Mehmud 2
Nayan c¢ Jahangir b Shafiuddin 12
Ashfaque Ibw b Shafiuddin 0
Moin did not turn up

Extras: (b-6; 1b-1; w-1) B

Total: (All out In 28.3 overs ) 74

Fall of wickets: 1/17, 2/17.
3/32, 4/32, 5/55, 6/44, 7/46,
8/74,9/74

Bowler O M R w
Anis 4 1 19 |
Shafiuddin 5.3 2 0 3
Enamul 9 4 14 3
S Mehmud 10 3 24 2

Result: Chittagong won by
189 runs. '

Man-of-the-match: Shahed
Mchmud (Chittagong).

SYDNEY. Dec 31

: (AFP): Mark
‘ Waugh looked
lorward to play-

ing his 100th Test

b R ]
Inclia, Battered and bruised by
rampading Australia, prayed
lor a change in [ortunes.

Waugh joins twin brother
Steve and four other Aus-
tralians in the 100-match club
when the third Test against hy-
dia starts on his home turf al
the Sydney Cricket Ground on
Sunday,

'l was proud to play one Test
for Australia, reacging the 100
mark is fantastic,” the elegant
34-year-old batsman said to-
day.

"Being only the sixth Aus-
tralian to achieve the feat is in
itself a cause for celebration.”

Allan Border leads the
Aussie pack with 156 Test ap-
pearances, followed by present
captain Steve Waugh (124), Ian
Healy (119), David Boon (107)
and Mark Taylor (104).

Mark Waugh, going through
a lean patch after serving Aus-
tralia with distinction since his
first appearance in 1991, ad-
mitted he was finally feeling
the heat.

‘It's hard to play so much
cricket.” he said. "Physically |
am okay. but as a batsman the

times.

"A break in the winter will
be very welcome.”

Unlike former Indian cap-
tain Mohammad Azharuddin,
who was dumped by the selec-
lors {wo Tests away from his
100th appearance, Waugh re-
celved full support when the

in the New Year as

mental strain gets to you some- -

Parvez (Rajshahi)

runs dried up.

He repaid the faith with 41
and 51 not out in the Melbourne
Test earlier this week, indicat-
ing he may finally be hitting
the right groove in,

That would spell trouble for
Sachin Tendulkar's Indians,
already reeling under heavy de-
feats in the [irst two Tests.

The tourists batting is in
shambles with opener
Sadadopan Ramesh out with a

MARK WAUGH

broken thumb and his partner

Venkat Laxman finding the

..31ustralian pace too hot to han-
e.

Moreover [rontline batsmen
Saurav Ganguly and Rahul
Dravid have struggled for runs,
leaving Tendulkar the enor-
mous task of shoring up the bat-
ting on his own,

"Batting is our main worry,"
Tendulkar admitted. "We are
not putting enough runs on the

——

board for our bowlers."

Iindia have a miserable
record overseas of just one Test
win since 1986, despite not hav-
ing lost a home series in the
same period.

India go into the final Test
amidst a raging controversy
both at home and here about the
omission of the experienced
Azharuddin from the one-day
squad.

Azharuddin, one-day crick-
et's leading run-getter, was not
among the five new players
called up on Thursday for the
triangular series against Aus-
tralia and Pakistan starting on
January 9.

His exclusion, even after
one-day specialist Ajay Jadeja
was ruled out with a shoulder
injury, was squarely blamed on
captain Tendulkar and coach
Kapil Dev.

“If these two wanted Azhar
in the team, the selectors would
have definitely selected him,”
said a team insider.

Kapil, however, defended
himself and Tendulkar, saying
the tour management was not
against anyone.

“The team was chosen in In-
dia by the selectors, not here by
the management.” Kapil said.

The five players who will fly
in for the one-day series are :
all-rounder Robin Singh, off-
spinner Nikhil Chopra, bats-
man Jacob Martin, wicket-
keeper Sameer Dighe and left-
arm spinner Sunil Joshi.

Returning home from the
Test squad will be batsmen
Sadagopan Ramesh, Venkat
Laxman and Vijay Bharadwaj,
fast bowler Thiru Kumaran,
spinner Harbhajan Singh and

wicketkeeper Mannava

nounced the award.

Real Madrid’s star striker Raul Gonzalez (R) poses for photographers receiving the
World Top-Scorer-of-the-Year trophy from his club president Lorenzo Sanz in the Spanish
capital on December 30. International Federation of Football History and S
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