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Fiendish ﬂosts

By Special Correspondent

The Dhaka City Corporation
(DCC) has allotted a piece of
land in front of Dhaka Club
and Diabetic Hospital to a per-
son in the name of an office for
‘Bangladesh Phool Sarboraho
Samity’ (Flower Suppliers Asso-
ciation).

The land is along the foot-
path of busy Maulana Bhashani
Averrue,

So long. there had been a
nursery at the place. Now, the
new occupiers have raised a
high enclosure with CI sheets in
a move to construct a concrete
structure for the office of the
hitherto unknown association.

Earlier on December 16,
some people built a structure
there with bamboo and C]
sheets for ‘Jubo League Park
Avenue Shakha Office’. They
called it Jubo League Ward No
56 unit office.

When asked. an official at
DCC’s Estate Department said
the land has been allotted to
one Jahangir for raising a
nursery.

But he failed to say anything
when asked why the high enclo-

Nursery it was supposed to be, but the piece of land

sure was raised while a nursery
needed open space. He also
could not say whether there was
any plan to construct a market
at that place.

* When The Daily Star journal-
ists went to the spot yesterday
to see what was going on inside
the high enclosure, some ple
grabbed the photo-journalist by
the collar of his shirt, threaten-
ing him not to take snaps.

"If you venture further, we
will teach you a lesson that you
will never forget in life”, one of
them told the journalists, order-
ing them off the area.

Jahangir could not be con-
tacted. There was no address in
the signboard that was hung in
the name of his association.

/Earlier, the DCC had to stop
construction of a ‘flower mar-
ket' beside the Shishu Park on
the other side of the Maulana
Bhashani Avenue following
newspaper reports,

The Prime Minister ordered
in April last year that no mar-
kel could be built in the city's
open spaces and parks.

adjacent to the Dhaka Club is occupied by the so-called
Bangladesh Flower Suppliers’ Association. The motive again
is vulgar commercialisation of public land.
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efiant IFIC

Accused in criminal cases promoted
By Rafiq Hasan

The International Finance
and Investment Corporation
(IFIC) Bank has made an ac-
cused in at least two criminal
cases |ls executive vice-presi-
dent, ignoring an order from
the Prime Minister's Office.

A recent Bangladesh Bank
(BB) investigation revealed that
Mujibur Rahman, executive
vice-president of the bank, is
also facing charges for illegally
sending foreign currency
abroad.

The probe found that Rah-
man was promoted to the post
ol executive vice-president and
charged with Law and Recovery
Department of the bank despite
an order from the Prime Minis-
ter's Office not to promote him
as he is [acing charges in a case
under trial,

The report said he was ele-
vated to the post “"concealing”
the order and that the promo-
tion took place on the basis of
recommendation made by the
law adviser of the bank.

A two-member BB team vis-
ited the head office of the IFIC
Bank and its branches at Moti-
jheel. Moulavi Bazar (in Dhaka)
and Narayanganj and submit-
ted a report to the central bank
governor. .

The central bank launched
the investigation after a share-
holder of the bank filed a peti-
tion to the BB governor.

The report found Rahman to
be involved in financial COrTup-
tion while he was manager at
Narayanganj and Moulavi
,Bazar branches. The bank in-

curred huge financial losses ow-
ing to his inability to take
timely decision.

The BB report- also said
Rahman. while he was the
manager at the Moulavi Bazar
branch. approved and renewed
22 SOD worth Tk 13.50 crore in
favour of various organisations
under Beximco Group although

they did not exist at all. An FIR |

was filed with Lalbagh thana

against him and the advance of-

ficer of the branch.

However. Rahman said he
had given a "proper” reply to
the ali'le: ations brought by the
central bank, withoul going on
details,

During his tenure at Moulavi
Bazar branch. three letters of

credit (L/Cs) valued Tk 22.40 -

lakh were opened in favour of
Surma Enterprise. Worthless
cement instead of the registered
commodities was imported
against those L/Cs,

The Bureau of Anti-Corrup-
tion. being informed, filed a
case with the nod from the
Prime Minister's Office. The
case filed in Chiltagong accused
Mujibur Rahman and another
official of the bank ‘of paying
foreign currency against tﬁﬂ&t
L/Cs.

While Mujibur Rahman was
manager at Narayanganj
branch, 12 LIM accounts were
“time barred” and the bank
suffered a loss of Tk three crore.
And instead of taking timel
action. he requested the ban
for write off the overdue of
those accounts, the report said.
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Skinny health

ministry

Crucial posts lie vacant as new leaders take charge

With a series of hectic

changes in the crucially impor- -
positions. including that of -

tant
the Minister-in-charge, the
health ministry is apparently
heading for a period of none-
loo-impressive performance.
There is a big crisis in the

'Iendership echelons of the

ministry in matters of 'smooth
completion ol the on-going
health programmes’ in the
country now.

New faces seem to occupy the
top positions all on a sudgEn in
the ministry. right from that of
the minister down to the post of
the director general (health).
None of them allegedly has the
experience required for exercis-
ing executive powers in the af-
fairs of the health sector par-
ticularly in the 15.000 crore
taka reform programme known
as Health and Population Sec-
tor Programme (HPSP).

The newly appointed Health
Minister Sheikh Fazlul Karim
Selim took over the charges

By Naimul Hagq

yesterday, hardly a couple of
weeks after the new health sec-
retary. Syed Alamgir Faruk
Choudhury took office!

The other most important
person in health sector - thé Di-
rector General (DG) Prof AB M
Ahsan Ullah. is also now 'try-
ing to have a grasp of the on-go-
ing reform process’,

The air within the ministry
is rather thick with specula-
tions and apprehension that
the affairs of health and family
planning would run into snags
called ‘amateurish leadership'.

Insiders in the ministry said
that health programmes have
already suffered blows one after
the other in the recent months.
Even the World Bank evalua-
tion reports clearly stated this,
indicating ‘'lack of efficient
manpower’ in running the af-
fairs of the health sector.

"Success depends mostly on
the efficiency of the leaders, but
with all new faces around. es-

pecially in key-positions, it is
really hard to tell if health sec-
tor would see the projected suc-
cess’ in the years to come."” said
a source in the ministry.

With the departure of’ Mah-
[uz Sobhan, the post of addi-
lional secretary has alsc been
lying vacant for over a month
INnow,

The other most important
position in the directorate of
health - Director of Essential
Package Services (ESP). Sham-
sul Hug, who is respo
about 60 per cent of all health
related programmes, has been
vacated just prior to the
changes at the top.

Goals of many of the vital
Erimary healthcare services, a
ey indicator in achieving the
Health for All (HFA) , would

. also be badly affected until the

new man in-charge gets
‘experienced enough’ to handle
things with:confidence, knowl-
edgeable sources indicated.

nsible for

'Biogas Safety
Guidelines'
approved

The National Scientific and
Technological Council at a
meeting yesterday unanimously
approved the "Biogas Safety
Guidelines” which would be
helpful for research on genetic
engineering, reports BSS.,

The meeting was held at the
Bangladesh Council of Scien-
tific and Industrial Research
(BCSIR) with Minister for Sci-
ence and Technology Lt Gen
(retd) Mohammad Noor Uddin
Khan in the chair.

Executive Director of
Bangladesh Computer Council
Prof Abdus Sobhan briefed the
meeting about the latest situa-
tion of Y2K problem and its
compliance in the sectors con-
;:-erned including the health sec-

or.

Prof Sobhan recently visited
different hospitals, including
Dhaka Medical College Hospi-
tal. Bangabandhu Sheikh Mu-

ib Medical University and
IRDEM to see for himself the
Y2K situation. |

"Necessary steps have al-
rea%beeri taken against possi-
ble Y2K problems in these insti-
tutions.” he said. "There will be
no problem from Y2K in the
country’'s health sector.”

—

M illennium
toll!

By Abul Kalam Azad

A number of ‘terrorist
roups’ ol Dhaka University
ave been collecting funds from
traders and businessmen of dif-
ferent markets and shops
around the campus to celebrate
the advent of the new mille-
nium.

Sources at the university
said that the groups belonging
to the ruling party-backed stu-
dent organisation, Bangladesh
Chhatra league. have chalked
out elaborate programmes to
welcome the millenium in a joy-
Ous nmanner.

Sources said that the pro-
grammes would include rich
dishes, cocktail parties and
night-long singing and dancing
at the residential halls, notwith-
standing the Holy Ramadan.

A total of seven groups led b{
C

various armed cadres of B

and another one of Dhaka Col-
ieic are collecting thousands of
taka as toll per day from mar-
kets and shops situated in the
;iaxiiéﬂty of their campus, sources

Insiders said that the u
leaders themselves and E{l{:t:iﬁ
‘collectors’ are collecting
and ‘other things' to celebrate
the last 31st December tonight
in a ‘grand way'. SR

BNP says
nothing

new

Reply to Speaker’s
second letter
By Staff Correspondent

BNP, in response to the
Speaker's second letter, is going
to reiterate its call for creating
an atmosphere suitable for
holding a meaningful dialogue
to pave the way for its return to
parliament.

The atmosphere can be cre-
ated if the five preconditions set
by the BNP are fulfilled. BNP
leaders said.

The reply to the letter is ex-
ected today and like in the
irst reply, Opposition Chief

Whip E{Eandaker Delwar Hos-

sain this time will also write on

behalf of the Leader of the Op-

gositinn in Parliament Khaleda
ia.

The draft of the reply, pre-
pared by Deputy Leader of the
Opposition Prof AQM Badru-
dozza Chowdhury, was ap-
proved at a meeting last night.

Khaleda Zia finalised the re-
ply in consultation with Prof
Chowdhury, Khandaker Delwar
and BNP secretary general Ab-
dul Mannan Bhuiyan.

Emerging from the meeting,
Prof Badrudozza Chowdhury
said the Speaker in his second
letter did not write anything

new and the message was ‘not

clear’,

“Speaker’s letter is not satis-
factory and helpful for discus-
sion. He didn't say anything
about our five preconditions
which are very important for
the country and its people.” he
said, adding, "We want to know
clearly from him about their
response to our preconditions.”

BNP forgives
Akteruzzaman

Opposition BNP yesterday
withdrew suspension order on
Major (retd) Akteruzzaman MP
asking the outspoken leader to
devote himself to party activi-
ties, reports UNB.

He was suspended from BNP
last June for making statement
a;.fiilinst party's frequent hartal
CAall,

BNP Secretary General Ab-
dul Mannan Bhuiyan yesterday
sent a letter to Akhteruzzaman
withdrawing the suspension
order after reviewing his recent
activities, said a party source,

He came to limelight several
times in last three and a half
years by making statements
against party decisions and for
his pro-liberation stunt that

sometimes enraged the party
leadership.

Siddique barred from

holding Paltan meeting

By Staff Correspondent

Kader Siddique was barred
[rom holding his party's sched-
uled public meeting at Paltan
Maidan yesterday.

Police and plainclothesmen
along with some people said to
be workers of ruling Awami
League took away the micro-
phones and loud speakers from
the venue at about 2 pm. They
also prevented the workers of
Bangladesh Kirst - amik
Janata League .o .= from
setting up a podium there.

Siddique, president of his
newly formed party, was
scheduled to hold the Maidan
meeting to protest loiling of con-
vention of BKSJL on December
24.

Siddique was refused per-
mission to use the ground des-
ignated lor holding of rallies as
authorities. the National Sports

Council. said it was already
booked for a sporl event.

Having failed to hold the
meeting, Siddique along with hisi
[ollowers marched down the
Motijheel streets before holding
a street rally near the Stadium
Market.

Siddique said  the
"undemocratic face of the gov-
ernment has been unmasked
vel again™ and blasted the pov-
ernment for not allowing him to
hold his scheduled “protest”
meetin% and preventing his
people from joining the public
meeting.

Dr. Kamal Hossain, presi-
dent of Gano Forum. in a
statement yesterday protested
against the incident and ex-
pressed his solidarity with Sid-
digque.

Hunt for illegal
liquor lockers

By Staff Correspondent

The hunt is on for illegal
liquor traders in the city's posh
areas in order to curb drinking
on New Year's Eve, said a
source with the Department of
Narcolics Cantrol.

According to department of-
ficials. they've searched Ba-
nani, Gulshan, Baridhara and
Uttara. Raids will also occur in
other areas of the city, they
said.

A squad led by Abdul Awal
and Golam Kibria, both assis-
tant directors of Dhaka intelli-
gence departmeni of DNC, re-
covered 576 cans of beer and
238 bottles of foreign made

‘City Hall

open to all’
By Staff correspondent

There is no way to identify
terrorists entering the Nagar

Bhaban, announced the Dhaka

City Corporation in a clarifica-
tion yesterday.

"DCC is a service oriented
organisation. People come here
to get services from birth regis-
tration to death certificate. So
every citizen of the country has
the right to enter into the City
Corporation building.” stated
the clarification,.

City Corporation doesn't
sympathise with terrorists of
any political ideology, added the

. clarification.

whisky worth about Tk 3 lakh
from a house at Baridhara.

The squad also raided House
No 10, Read-6 in Baridhara
yesterday. recovering illegal
whisky and beer from the ser-
vanl quarter's located on the
first-floor. They also arrested
Mohammed Hossain. the son of
Abdul Halim,

Department officials said
Hossain was a member of an
organised illegal liquor trader in
the area. He picked up liquor
from a Dhaka warehouse and
distributed it to different parts
of the city, they added.

Anti-hartal
Citizens' rally
in Ctg Jan 1

CHITTAGONG. Dec 30: The
Chittagong Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry will hold a
citizens' rally at its auditorium
alt 12 noon on January 1
protesting hartal. terrorism and
extortion. reports UNB.

On the same day, the Fed-
eration of Shop Owners' Associ-
ation will bring out a 'bhukha’
(hunger) procession from Biponi
Bitan at 11 am protesting the
two-day hartal on Sunday and
Monday,

KANDAHAR, Afghanistan,

- Dec 30: Negotiations to free

more than 150 people held cap-

. tive on an Indian Airlines jet
| for one week "went well" today

but no breakthrough was made,
lhe foreign minister of
Afghanistan's ruling Taleban
said. reports Reuters.

"Today was a busy day for
both sides, a promising day.
The talks went well but due to
some considerations | cannot
disclose details of develop-
ments.” Abdul Wakil Mut-
tawakil told a news conference.

"Our main difficulty as be-
fore is what will happen. sup-
posedly if India releases the
prisoners, What will happen to
the prisoners and hijackers,
where they will go?" he said,

He said the
ment was consulting on the
matter with the United Nations,
other diplomats and Indian of-
ficials.

"As far as the stay of the hi-
jackers In Afghanistan is con-
cerned, we have said no from

. the very beginning.” he said.

Muttawakil was speaking as
the hostages. thought to number

aleban govern- _

jack talks ‘go well’,
without headway

cither 154 or 155. prepared to
spend their seventh night in
captivity aboard the Airbus
A300 that was commandeered
on a short flight from Nepal to
New Delhi on December 24.

In New Delhi, the govern-
ment denied reports that the
hijackers had set another dead-
line for their demands to be
met.

"The hijackers had earlier
said there would be no deadline:
and there is no deadline from
the hijackers,” External Affairs
Minister Jaswant Singh told
reporters after a cabinet meet-
ing.

“Negotiations are extremely
delicately poised." he said. The
talks are being conducted over
two-way radios.

India formally denied news
reports that it had agreed to free
a limited number of the 36
Moslem activists the gunmen
want freed in exchange for the
handover of hostages.

"There is no such agree-
ment.” Foreign Ministr
spokesman Raminder Sing
told Reuters in New Delhi as re-
ports of a limited prisoner re-

lease circulated among inter-
national news agencies,

An Indian negotiator who
declined to be identified firmly
denied that the two sides were
discussing how many militants
should be freed.

"We are not talking about
numbers, We are still talking
about general issues," he said.

One ailing passenger was al-
lowed off the plane for treat-
ment for a stomach problem,
but the man., an Indian na-
tional identified as Samon
Barara. was returned to the air-
craft a short time later, wit-
nesses said. No other details
were availahle.

The five or six hijackers,
suspected lo he Kashmiri mili-
tants, freed 27 ngers at the
weekend in the United Arab

.Emirates before forcing the pi-

lot to fly to Afghanistan. A dia-
betic who was allowed off in
Kandahar on Sunday was ex-
cted to return to New Peini
ater on Thursday. A
The hijackers have refused

plane,
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Hunted hunters
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Flishermen of Kuakata make brisk business on sun-dried sharks and shark fins. Yet another

conflict between economy and ecology. The

helicopter service of Best Aviation Ltd.

picture was taken yesterday by courtesy of the
—Star photo: A K M Mohsin

Political foes get together

Retd army FF officers vow to uphold

I.eadin retired Armed
Foreces officers belonging to
different political parties who
fougzht against the Pakistani
occupation forces during the
War of Liberation yesterday
avowed Lo preserve and uphold
the ideals of the martyrs in the
new millennium, reports BSS.

‘It is a great occasion for the
heroic Armed Forces officers
who sacrificed their golden

days: lor achieving the indepen-

dence of the country,” Air Vice
Marsihal (Retd) AK Khandokar,
MP. 15aid at a get-together of the
leading freedom fighters of the
armeyl forces at a city hotel yes-
terday evening.

"W'e have to materialise the
objectives for which we took
part iin the War of Liberation in
1971." said Liberation War vet-
eran :ind former BNP minister
Ll‘i General (Retd) Mir Shawkat
Ali.

Ali, a sector commander of
the War of Liberation, said. "We
may have political differences
and beliefs, but we are united on

the question of the spirit of the

War of Liberation.”

It w.as the first ever gather- -

ing of the Muktijoddha Armed
Forces officers of different po-
litical parties aimed at laking
fresh pledge against the anti-
liberation forces.

Col (Retd) Oli Ahmed, while
exchangfing views, said, "Our
target should be to uphold the
contribution of those who sac-
rificed their lives for the cause
of the motherland.

Replyiing to question. former
BNP minister and veteran free-
dom fighter, Oli said there is no
guestion of Iparl affiliation re-
garding the meJnm struggle as
we all always think and work
for the bertterment of our coun-
try and its people.

Major (Retd) Akhtaruzza-
man. MP, said. "We are trying to
bring all the Muktijoddha

| Sehti, Iftar timings

ideals of martyrs

Armed Forces officers to a
platform to fight the anti-lib-
eration forces imbued with the
spirilt of the War of Liberation.”

He said that the freedom
fighters are committed to pre-
serving the real history of our
freedom struggle by foiling any
sort of conspiracy of the anti-
liberation forces.

Maj General (Retd) Shafiul-

Chowdhury. Col (Retd) Qazi Nu-
ruzzaman, Brigadier (Retd)
Khaliquzzaman, Col (Retd) Ja-
far Imam. Capt (Retd) Sazzad
Zahir, Maj (Retd) Shamsul Are-
[in. Maj (Retd) Ahsanullah,
Capt (Retd) Kabir. Capt (Retd)
Ibrahim. Maj (Retd) Taher
Akanje, Maj General (Retd)
Halim and Maj (Retd) Ziauddin
also attended the get-together

lah M ’. Col (Retd) Abu Osman followed by an Iftar party.
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to let anyone else, including
women and children. | jbe. ;

December 31
| | Azan | Jamaat

Fajr 5-16 5-25
Juma 12-45 1-1
ASTr 4. 342 | 4-00
Maghrib 5-26 5-30
Tarabi i 7-15 7-45

Source: Islamic Foundation
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