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Acme Cricket

Sports Reporter

Udity Club and Greater My-

mensingh Cricket Club (GMCC)
won their Acme Sec-
ond Division cricket league
matches, played at dilferent
city venues yesterday.
A six-wicket haul by Shimul
ﬁu!ded Udity Club to a compre-
ensive 78-run win over CC
Blues at the Dhanmondi Club

Defending his side’s 163 in
40 overs, Shimul captured six
wickets for 23 runs in his 7.5-
over spell to send CCS Blues
packing for only 85 in 2G.5
overs.

Obaid, taking three wickets
for 15 runs, played a perfect foil
at the other end.

Earlier, electing to bat first,
Udity Club rode on extras to
score 163 for nine. The highest
48-run contribution came from

extras. )
Shamim and Shariful
scored 38 and 25

In the other match, GMCC
registered a 43-run win over
Mill Barrack Cricket Club.

Batting first, GMCC piled up
217 for 8 in the allotted 40 overs
with middl:é-grder Sajib notch-

ighest 60.
mgllr;*a g:leply, Mill Barrack were
all out for 174 in 36.1 overs.

Macedonian
coach for

Jubilo

TOKYO, Dec 29: Asian club
champions Jubilo Iwata of
Japan have hired former Mace-
donia national coach Gjokica
Hadzievski as their new man-
ager. reports Reuters,

Hadzievski. 44. replaces
Takashi Kuwahara, who stood
down after one of the most suc-
cessful seasons ever by a
Japanese club in which Jubilo
lifted the Asian Club Champi-
onship, the Asian Su'in:r Cup

e

and Japanese league ti
In a 16-year coaching career,
Hadzievski has worked for the

Yugoslav and Macedonian foot-
ball associations, and was also
in charge of Bulgaria's CSKA
Sofia from 1993-94,

*  Macedonia failed to qualify
for next year's E an Cham-
pionship finals in Belgium and
the Netherlands after finishin
fourth in the five-nation quali-

fying Group Eight.

Another Japanese club, the
Urawa reds, has also announced
a new coach, promoting former
national team defender Kazuo

Saito from the backroom staff. | tory.
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Test against South Africa in Durban yesterday.

DURBAN, Dec 29:
Gary Kirsten bat-

Kir
!
tled his way back

| into form and
made a record

4 10th cent for
as his side fought
back -on the fourth day of the
third Test’ al Kingsmead here on
Wednesday, reports AFP,

Kirsten made 126 not out as
South Africa, who were forced
to follow cn 210 runs behind,
reached 251 for four at the close
of play. a 'ead of 41.

Kirsten's eight-hour effort
took South Africa a long way
lowards safety but medium-
pacer Andrew Flintoff took two
wickets i three balls shortly
before the close to renew the
tourists’ chances of squaring
the series, which South Africa
lead 1-0.

It was the 10th Test centu
for Kirsten. a new Sout
African record. He had previ-
ously shared the mark with

- Dudley Nourse and Daryll Cul-

linan.

Kirsten and Jacques Kallis
put on 152 for the second wicket
in a partnership which greatly
reduced England's hopes of vic-
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Kallis made a solid 69 in 288
minutes off 204 balls before
being caught behind off Darren
Gough with the second new ball.

He had gone to the wicket
early in the day with the total
41 for one after Herschelle
Gibbs was caught for 28 off Eng-
land's first innings hero An-
drew Caddick.

Gibbs was cauﬁht at short le
b% Darren Maddy off a ba
which lifted sharply. It was
Caddick's eighth wicket of the
match after he sent South
Africa tumbling to 156 all out
in the first innings with figures
of seven for 46,

Kirsten and Kallis played
watchlully as they posted a
hall-century partnership after

104 minutes, going on to 100 in
194 minutes and 150 4n 282
minutes.

Kirsten, 32. whose previous
highest score of the series was
15. was under ﬂressure to keep
his place in the side after a
string of mediocre perfor-
marnces. But when it mattered
he called on all his reserves of
concentration,

The left-handed opening
batsman gradually began to

- . play more fluently and he

S

: e

England fast bowler Darren Gough sends down a delivery on the fourth day of the t]:u'rctl

— AFP photo

sten leads SA fightback

reached his half-century after .

facing 153 balls when he danced
tlown the wicket and drove lefl-
arm spinner Phil Tulnell for
the fourth boundary ol his in-
nings. )

rsten's century came off
the 280th ball of his innings
after he had batted for 381 min-
utes, He hit eight fours. It was
his third hundred against Eng-
land. In all he faced 347 balls
and hit ten fours.

The England bowlers toiled
on an another hot, humid day.
Unlike the third day there was
no cloud cover to aid swin
bowling and the pitch playe
easily. .

Caddick was again the most
dangerous England bowler until
Flintoif's late burst changed the
day's fortunes.

Kirsten and Cullinan put on
49 for the third wicket and
seemed to be in no trouble until
Cullinan cut at a wide delivery
from Flintoff and was caught
behind for 16.

Surprisingly, South African
captain Hansie Cronje went out
himself instead of sending in a
nightwatchman and he was
quickly caught behind for a
single.

..............
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the day.

South African opener Gary Kirsten
defensive yesterday. He scored his 10th Test century on

plays forwar

— AFP photo
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'| 46. Mazed 36 n.o., Mashuk 34, |

losing

d -

Sports Reporter

Bangladesh Boys Club
recorded a five-wicket win over

Orient Sporting Club in one of .

the two First Division cricket
league matches, played at the
Dhanmondi Cricket Stadium
yesterday.

Chasing -Orient's moderate
total of 184 in the stipulated 50
overs, Boys scored 187 for the
loss of five wickets in 47.4°
overs. thanks to the highest 45
from Mr. Sundries. Orient
bowlers shown the luxury of
sending down as many as 38
wides. :

[_ BRIEF SCORES

ORIENT SC: 184 all out in 48.5
overs {Zahiruddin 64, Ehsan
23, Jewel 22, Salauddin 20:
Arif 3/21, Imtiaz 2/32)

BANGLADESH BOYS CLUB:
! 187 for 5 in 47.4 overs (Extras

Samit 25 n.o; Aminul 2/26)
Result: Bangladesh Boys Club
won by 5 wickets.

AJAX SC: 181 all out in 49.4
overs (Nayeem 69, Extras 30,
Azim 19, Shahidul: 5/26) |
‘Rajon 3/27)

YOUNG CRICKETERS: 182 for
8 in 48.2 overs (Rezaul 65, Adil
27, Ibnul 13; Nayeemn 4/32)

| Result: Young gricketers won |

b}r 2 wickets, .
Middle-order Mazed scored
an unbeaten 36 while

Mashukur Rahman chipped in
with 34 for the winners.

Earlier, electing to bat first,
Orient were all out for 184 in
48.5 overs with one-down Za-
hiruddin hammering highest
64 off 94 balls. .

Arif was the most successful
Boys bowlers with three for 21.
Imtiaz meanwhile captured two
wickets for 32 runs.

At the Bangabandhu Na-
tional Stadium, Young Crick-
eters registered an exciting two-
wicket win over Ajax Sportin
Club, much to the dismay o
Nayeem Hafiz who displayed a
brilliant all-round perfor-
mance for his team.

Chasing 181 in 50 overs,
opener Rezaul Hasan scored 65
runs as Young Cricketers saliled
home (182} in 48.2 overs with
only two wickets in hand.

zaul, in his 107-ball in-
nings, hit seven boundaries.

Among others, Adil added 27

rnins.

Nayeem Hafiz took highest
four wickets for 32 runs for the
side.

Earlier, batting first, Ajax's
181 was built around a fine 69
from Nayyem. In his 87-ball
innings, he hit a six and seven
lours.

Gomes intends
to coach WI

UNDATED, Dec 29
(Reuters/AP): Former Test
batsman Larry Gomes has de-
cided to apply for the job of West
Indies cricket coach, the
Caribbean news agency CANA
réported on Tuesday, i
' ‘Gomes said he expected to
contact the West Indies Cricket
Board (WICB]) shortly about ap-
plying for the job, one of the
most challengin% in cricket
since the team's fortunes de-
clined in recent years. :

He would be a rival of former
teammate and captain Viv
Richards, who is West Indies
coach on the current New
Zealand tour and has said he
intends to apply to keep the job.

Richards took over as goach
during the World Cup in June

-when Malcolm Marshall was

taken ill. Marshall died of
colon cancer in November.

Gomes, who lives in Canada,
was back in Trinidad to attend
the funeral of his father Cecil,
who died last week.

Gomes played in 60 Tests
during which he scored 3,271
runs at an average of 39.63.

He has coached the Trinidad
and Tobago senior team and
Canada's national team.

Clive Lloyd, manager of the
side touring New Zealand, said
last weekend that he would not
reapply for that job for the up-
coming home series against
Zimbabwe and Pakistan.

MELBOURNE. Dec
29 (AFP): The
Australian Cric-
ket Board (ACB)
plans to lobby the
game's governing
body to make Test matches
mandalory under lights in case
of interruptions from the
weather.

ACB chief executive Mal
Speed said Australia would
press the International Cricket
Council (ICC) to change its laws
after more than an hour's play
was lost because of bad light on
each of the first two days of this
week's second Test between Aus-
tralia and India at the Mel-
bourne Cricket Ground.

"Our view is we're in the en-
tertainment industry and we've
gol to take every opportunity to
play the game and service the
public demand.” Speed told The
Australian newspaper.

Under the ICC's existing reg-
ulations. floodlights can be
turmed on at Test matches when
the light deteriorates but only if
both teams agree to use them.

Over the past three seasons
Australia, New Zealand, South
Africa, Pakistan and the West
Indies have all used lights to
ensure play could continue but
England and India have re-
fused. .

Speed said the sight of
20.000 spectators waiting for
Flay to resume in the fading

ight while the multi-million
dollar MCG floodlights re-
mained turned off had con-
vinced him that cricket needed
to take urgent action to avoid
similar fiascos.

'l wanted to see that extra
hour's play as much as they

. wanted them to see that extra
hour's play because they had all
been very patient sticking
around waiting for cricket to

after a delay.” Speed said.

"Simple things Hke turning

the lights on are very valuable.

Make lights must

It's inevitable that it will hap-
pen.”
Australian captain Steve
Waugh went a step further by

suggesting Test matches could
be played indoors il the need
arose. ;

"I don't see why Test cricket
cannot be played indoors.”
Waugh said on Tuesday.

The Australian media said
India's refusal to play under
lights had deprived 50,000 Box-
ing Day fans of a full day's
cricket on Sunday.

STEVE WAUGH

The ACB's opportunity to put
forward its case to the ICC will
be at a meeting in Singapore in
February, before the annual
meeting in London next June.

"Hopefully in June, it will
become mandatory,” Speed
said.

The debate over playing Test
matches indoors, however, is
set to continue longer.

Australia and South Africa
are due to play three ground-
breaking one-day matches at
Melbourne's 54.000-capaciiy
Colonial indoor stadium in Au-

gust.

in Tests

The two nations have ap-
proached the ICC to declare the
matches official one-day inter-
nationals, and lay down rules
for the changed scenario -- like
the ball hitting the roof, for in-
stance.

Former Australian Test
batsman Dean Jones, however.
disagreed with Waugh, saying
cricket should never move in-
doors at the expense of the his-
toric MCG.

“It would be interesting to
survey people and ask them
where they would like to watch
Test cricket: the MCG or the in-
door stadium,” Jones said.

"l dare say 70 to 80 per cent
will want the MCG."

Call for Jones’
comeback

CANBERRA: Dec 29: Former
Australian Test batsman and
one-cay star Dean .Jones could
oe lured out of retirement [rom
top-level cricket to play with
the Canberra Comets next sea-
son, reports AFP.

ACT Cricket Association
chief exxecutive G Goodman
confirmed Wednesday that he
had informally asked Jones to
play for Canberra in the do-
mestic one-day competition
next scason.

Joncs, who has been scoring
plenty ci runs for a second di-
visior club in Melbourne, said
he did not to make a cle-
cisior until as late as February.

¥ he accepts. he will follow
the lead of former Test paceman
Merv H who played out his
top level cricketing days with
Canberra in the Mercantile Mu-
tual Cup.

Goodman said he took a
chance and chatted to Jones
when he spotted the former Test
bat in Melbourne during the
5 Day Test match against

ndia.
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Newcastle captain Alan Shearer
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evades a full-stretched Leicester City custodian Tim

Flowers before finding the net during their Premiership encounter on December 28.

— AFP photo
Premiership
| 3
unners serve notice
SR EH LONDON, Dec 29:  young side. i ith
: _JL Arsenal  proved T]%e former Arsenal 3,:"{-? ;wuhhptif_ﬂsgﬁeﬁeﬁsdﬁa

that they are gen-
uine c{mtengers
for the Premier-
ship title with a
well-deserved 2-0 home win
over leaders Leeds United on
Tuesday to close the gap et the
f Ptﬂ Just five points. reports
Goals from Swede Fredrik
Ljungberg and Frenchman
lerry Henry won the day for
Arsenal. who were boosted hy
the return from suspension of
French Waorld Cup winning
midfielder Patrick Vieira.
_Leeds manager David
O'Leary admitted his team were
given a valuable footballing
lesson and hit back at critics
who have accused him of lay-
ing down the merits of his

S o e

favourite who played a record
722 games for the club said:
"People say I talk us down and
that I should get a life and get
some belief, but you could see
from this match why [ say we
are still learning our trade.

"I'm disappointed with the
result, naturally, but there are
no excuses even though Nigel

Martyn made a mistake to give:

their first goal.
"Arsenal are still a very good
side with mature ple in there

and although their manager
made some changes today we
'.x'er%g‘lven a lesson.

"We looked tired and ran out
of legs a bit but that's not very
surprising in our 10th game in
30 daﬂs.

"The players are disap-

e S

Arsenal's Emmanuel Petit (C) and Leeds United's Lee

Bowyer (L) fight for possession during their Premiership

engagement on December 28

— AFP photo

STANDINGS

English Premiershig table after Tuesday's matches (played,
[ ]

mistakes like the one Nigel
made when he pushed out a
Kanu shot that was going off-
target, happen even though peo-
ple don't mean them to.

"But Kanu | thought was out-
standing and Arsenal were first
to almost everything. They were
deserved winners and they will
be in there for the title right at
the death but so will Manch-
ester United and so will we.”

Manchester United came
back from being two-nil down
to earn a point in a thrilling 2-2
draw against Sunderland at the
Stadium of Light with Nicky
Butt scoring the equaliser four
ininutes from time. -

Sunderland scored twice in
the epening 12 minutes through
Gavin McCann and Niall Quinn
before Roy Kcane halved the
deficii cn 27 minutes.

United remain second on 43
points, a point behind leaders
Leeds who have played a game
mers while Sunderland
leapfrog Liverpool inlo fourth
on 38.

Unitcd bpss Sir Alex Fergu-
son praised liis sidc for a spir-
ited corichack after a dreadfu
start. ;

Fergiison said: "To my mind
we dominated the game com-
pletely. OK. we got off to a bad
start - a terrible start for us.

"I®s something we spoke
about before the game but
sometimes these things are un-
avoidable. But once we got the
show going [ thought we played
excellently.

"We should have won in
terms of possession and cre-
ation in the game. 1 was very
pleased. it's not an easy place (o
come to."”

Sunderland striker Quinn
found it hard to hide his dissa-
pointment after he, helped his
side storm into a two-goal lead.

Quinn said: "United are a
great team and we knew it was
going to be hard, but for the goal
to go in the way it did - it looked
like a double ricochet - it's a bit
disappointing because we held
them at bay really,”

Liverpool also stayed in
touch with the leading pack by
beating Wimbledon 3-1 while

won, drawn, lost, goals for, goals against, points): Newcastle continued their re-
Leeds 20 14 2 4 M 2 44 cent improvement with a 2«1
Man Utd 19 13 4 2 50 25 43 win over Leicester with in-form
Arsenal 20 12 3 5 36 20 39 strikers Duncan Ferguson and
Sunderland 20 11 5 4 35 24 38 Alan Shearer on target again.
Liverpool 20 11 = 5 31 17 37 Struggling Watford beat
Tn}l::nham 18 ;9 3 6 20 72 30 Southampton 3-2 while Brad-
Leicester 20 9 2 9 28 28 29 ford and Everton shared a goal-
Everton 20 7 7 6 ! 258 2B less draw and West Ham drew 1-
Chelsea 17 5 5 G 23 18 A 1 with Derby in the other
West Ham 19 7 6 6 22 21 27 matches Tuesday.
R{iddlrﬂhlll'mlgh 19 8 3 8 23 26 27 Ml - h
ston Villa 19 7 4 8 i 3
Coventry 19 6 6 ¥ .’i‘g g 5:‘1} " 2 ng SUCCCT
Newcastle 20 6 5 9 32 35 =3 MYMENSINGH, Dec 28:
Wimbledon ) 4 10 6 31 o= o:  Baikali Krira Chakra defeated
Southampton 19 4 ) 10 23 32 17  College Road Boys Club by 2-1
Bradtord 19 4 5 10 15 29 17  £oals in a nail-biting match of
Derby 20 4 4 12 17 39 ic the Beg Tyre First Division
Watford ) 4 g 14 17 49 14 football league at local stadium
Sheff Wed 18 2 3 13 16 42 g today, reports UNB.
NN 1
CROSSWORD By Eugene Sheffer . ) ol il 0 o W
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entrance |[PIEIL[FJINII|MIE]S 45 Popular Yesterday's Cryptoquip: WOULDN'T YOU DULY
40 Royal ALIE/RIEIORY!IRII[SIEIS news- CALL A BEER RECIPE A BREW-PRINT?
insomnia AlR(I |E|S E[1|RIE] i ‘ - .
HIAMIE IRIEISIXIYIZ magazine Today's Cryptoquip clue: D equals H
cause SO ZIERC S - 48 Ernesto ¥ =
42 Trini- EIOIGIRTT Hrg i f,'j .}- Guevara
dadian AESWEIE AHEig 50 Churchil- The Cryploquip is a substitution cipher in which one lefter stands
- music RIYAORIAMTIOINIGIS) lean for another. If you think that X equals O, it will equal O throughout the
style ? gesture puzzie. Single letters, short words and words using an apostrophe
esterday’s answer pive you clues Io locating vowels. Solution is by trial and error,



