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Discussion meeting: Bangladesh Anti Drug Fed

€lrd-

tion of NGOs [BAF) in association with international federation
of Non-govt ﬂr%ﬂnisaﬂnns for prevention of Drug and Substance

Abuse (IFNGO

will hold a discussion meeting on "The role of

religion in prevention of Drug Abuse.” Chief guest: Abdul Matin
Khasru, Minister for Law Justice and Parliamentary Affairs.
Venue: Dhaka Chamber of Commerce and Industry (DCCI)
auditorium. Motijheel C/A. Time: 3:00 pm.

Lecture: The saleha Khanam Trust Fund Lecture 1999 will
be held. Topic is "mlaining Food Security in Bangladesh: Con-

straints and prospects.’

Organiser:

Asiatic  Society of

Bangladesh. Venue: Seminar room ol the Society, 5 Old Secre-

tarial Rd. Nimtali ,

i

Ramna, Time: 3;00 pm.

Film show: Tiree movies Ma Jemme est formidable (My

wife is wonderful). Le Seme element (The fifi

ifth element] and

Gabbeh will be screened. Venue: Alliance Francaise de Dhaka.
Time: 11:00 am, 4:00 pm and 6:00 pm.

Demonstration: sammilito Sanskritik Jote (SSJ) will
stage a demonstration to protest the activities of anti-liberation
forces centering the renaming of different residential halls of
Sylhet Shahjalal University of Science and Technology. SSJ will
also bring out a procession. Venue: TSC of DU. Time: 3:00 pm.

Night temperature may fall

Weather may remain dry over the country in the next 12

hours till 6 pm today, reports UNB.

Night temperature may fall slightly over the country, Met of-

fice said.

The country's highest temperature recorded yesterday was
28.0 degree Celsius at Sitakunda and the lowest 8.8 degrees at

Srimongal.

The suns sets in the capital today at 5:21 pm and rises tomor-

row at 6:41 am,

Maximum and

minimum temperature and humidity

recorded in some major cities and towns yesterday were:

City/Town Temperature Humidity in
in Celsius percentage
Max  Min Morning Evening
Dhaka 26.0 11.8 67 o7
Chittagong 26.5 16.2 80 64
Rajshahi 249 13.0 83 79
Khulna 26.6 13.4 81 67
Barisal 26.5 11.8 73 79
Sylhet 25.7 13.0 T 73
Cox's Bazar 268 16.2 78 62
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East Wes
University

The students of East West
University (EWU) have recently
formed an Environmental So-
ciety (ES) with the aim of creat-
ing environmental awareness
among people, conducting re-
search and working for the bet-
terment of social and physical
environment of the countiy,
says a press release.

Firdaus Ali, Acting Registrar
of East West University is the
chiel advisor and SSM Sacdrul

Huda. is rdinator of the
sHciel _'—"%CEP!} glr- im0

BCSIRSGitARSA"

Association

A farewell reception for thir-
. teen retired scientists and engi-
neers of Bangladesh Council of
Scientific and Industrial Re-
search (BCSIR) was held in the
auditorium of the Institute of
Food Science & Technology
(IFST), BCSIR yesterday, says a
press release.

Organised by the BCSIR Sci-
entists Association the reception
ceremony was attended by Dr
Md Moshiuzzaman, Chairman,
BCSIR as chief guest while Az-
izur Rahman, President of the
Association presided.

MM Golam Hossein, General
Secretary of the Association and
Dr Md Abdul Awal spoke on the
occasion on behalf of the work-
ing and retired scientists,

The thirteen retired scientists
and engineers are Dr Md Nurul
Islam, Ex-Director, Dr Md
Nizamuddin, CSO, Dr Md Abdul
Awal., PSO, Anowar Hossain,
PSO. Lutfun Nahar Rashid.
PS0O, Shazeda Begum, PSO,
Shaikh Abdullah. SSO, Shaikh
Rahmat Ullah, Sr Engr. Md
Ahsanullah Miah. Principal
Engr, Md Shamsul Huque, Re-
search Coordinator, Md Shah-
ahan, CSO, Md Shahjahan

han, SSO and M A Gafur,
CSO.

Muslim Unity for
Human Rights

Acting President of Muslim
Unity for Human Rights (MUHR)
Advocate M A Gaffur Majumder
and Secretary General Adv
Quazi Raquibul Islam have
condemned the Russian military
attack on Chechnya which is a
flagrant violation of human

ts, says a press release.

In a statement they said,
"Russia has accepted self de-
termination to their deferent
provinces whereas they didn't
accept self determination to
Chechnya and their recent
armed attack is a clear viola-
tion of international human

rights."
Plane hijack

From page |
They also are insisting on the
Pakistani cleric Masood
Azhar's freedom.

Indian negotiators opened
talks with the hijackers late on
Monday — four days into the hi-
jacking — after the hijackers
threatened to start killing pas-
sengers.

‘Talks are making progress.
Negotiations are give and take."
said A R Ghanashyam. an In-
dian diplomat in Kandahar.

In India. the government
said it had given an "appropri-
ate’ reply to the hijackers de-
mands. but did not elaborate.

Inside the control tower at
the Kandahar airport where the
Indian Airlines Airbus A300 is

arked with 160 people on
oard, Indian negotiators
talked by radio to the hijackers.
On the tarmac at Kandahar
airport Taliban soldiers. their
heads wrapped in bulky tur-
bans, periodically laid out their
blankets and offered their
E:aytrs. some bowed in prayer

neath the wing of the parked
aircraft.
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Epsilon Blood
Donor's Club
By Staff Correspondent

A blood donation campaign
aiming at raising awareness
among the people particularly
youths for blood donation was
organised yesterday, says a
press release.

A total of 25 bags of blood
were collected at the pro-

framime organised by Epsilon

lood Donor's Club sponsored
by Rolary Internalional.
Epsilon President Nirmal
‘Kand Mitre ina rated the
i

Blood Centre Director Zakaria
Khaled and Bangladesh Scout's
National
Habibul Alam were present as
guests at the programme held at
the Red Crescent Society Blood
Donation Centre.

Islamic Preaching

Society

Islamic Preaching Societ
held a discussion on Eterna}r
Teachings of Al Quaran and the
Challenge of the 21st Century
on Monday at the auditorium of
Jatiya Press Club, says a press
release.

- Libyan Charge d' Affaires in
Bangladesh Mahfuz Rajab
Rahian attended the function
as chief guest while justice MA
Rouf was present as special
guest.

President of Bangladesh
Libyan Friendship Society Ad-

ate HK Abdul Hye, Prof ANM
Abdul Mannan Khan, prof
ANM Raisuddin, and vice pres-
ident ol Islamic Preaching So-
ciety M Habibur Rahman,
among others, spoke on the oc-
casion.

President of the Islamic
Preaching Society Maulana
Mohammad Nur Hossain
presided.

Shibchar Thana

Jatiyatabadi Forum

Shibchar Thana Jatiy-
atabadi Forum in Dhaka held a
discussion followed by an iftar
party on Tuesday at the audito-
rium of the Jatiya Press Club,
says a press release.

Former minister Chowd-
hury Kamal Ibne Yusuf, at-
tended the discussion as special

est while general secretary of

ativatabadi Samajik Sangs-
kritik Sangstha (JASAS)
Washimul Bari Rajib, Abdus
Salam, Joint Convenor of
Dhaka Metro Politan BNP,
among others, took part in the
discussion.

Forum President Motiur
Rahman Surjo presided over

. the meeting.

12,880 families
rehabilitated under
Ashrayan projects

this year

Some 12 880 destitute fami-
lies have so far been rehabili-
tated in 1,288 barrack houses
under the Ashrayan projects in
the current year, reports UNB.

Another 7.270 families will
soon be rehabilitated in 727
barrack houses.

This was disclosed at a re-
view meeting held at the Prime
Minister's office yesterday with
the Principal Secretary to the
prime minister in the chair.

Apart from this, 34,000 met-
ric tonnes of wheat has been
allocated for earth filling work
at 1,030 barrack houses to re-
habilitate 10.300 families.

Under VGF programme, food
assistance has provided to
a total of 11,930 families and
over Tk 2 crore has been dis-
tributed among the people re-
habilitated under the As rayan
project.
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Syeda Sajeda Chowdhury, Minister for Environment and Forest, speaking at thc inaugural

session of a two-day 'Global Workshop of Environmental Journalists' organised by FEJB,
CEJA, AFEJ at the CIRDAP auditorium, Wednesday.

Bangladeshi
student killed
in Bangalore
road accident

NEW DELHI, Dec 29: A
Bangladeshi student, identified
as Mohammed Syedul Kareem

was Killed in a road accident on

Monday night in Bangalore,
Bangladesh High Commission
sources said here today, reports
BSS.

Syedul Kareem,
Habibur Rahman, Section-10,
Block-B lane-13. quarter-6,
Pallabi, Mirpur, Dhaka was
Killed when the motorbike he
was driving dollided with a bus
in Bangalore.

The body has been kept at
the Bowring Hospital in Banga-
lore, the source said.

The Bangladesh High Com-
mission, according to sources,
was trying
dent to Syedul's father who is
working in Kuwait.

Shibir, BCL
continue siege

programme at CU

From CU Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Dec 29: Is-

lami Chhatra Shibir (ICS) CU
unit continued its siege pro-
gramme at the varsity for the
third day today.
. Shibir enr}érced the pro-
gramme to press home its de-
mands, including arrest of
those involved in the killing of
two Shibir leaders and imme-
diate reopening of the univer-
sity halls.

Shibir leaders — Rahimud-
tlin. a second year student of
Bengali Department and Mah-
_ HiR ae 4 fotrrtiegbal sLu-
nt of Eji ' gt o
were kizllgg'll:i';n ﬁ?&? EEI: ‘een
Chhaira League and Shibir on
the campus on December 19,

Meanwhile.
Chhatra League has been ob-
serving a separate siege pro-
sramme on CU campus since

ecember 27 protesting arrest
of some ol ils activists in con-
nection with December 19 inci-

dent.

* [ ] L]

Siddique

From page 12
he launched his Bangladesh
Krishak Sramik Janatla League
(BKSJL). It was [oiled allegedly
by activists of Chhatra League,
ruling Awami League's student
front.

Meanwhile. police yesterday
arrested three workeérs of
BKSJL while they were making
publicity for today's meeting.
Ramna police said they were ar-
rested on charge of "creating
publie nuisance” and will be
procluced in court today.

. Khaleda

rom page 1

the agreement signed with the
government, the withdrawal of
all false cases filed against op-
position MPs and former min-
isters and the implementation
of the four-point agreement
signed with the government
earlier.

(2) the withdrawal of the
“indecent” remarks made about
Khaleda Zia by Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina in parliament,
accompanied by an uncondi-
tional apology for the remarks.

(3)  The indecent remarks
must be expunged from the par-
liamentary records.

(4) The Prime Minister
must assure the nation she
won't make indecent remarks
about Khaleda Zia again, and

(5] the Speakers must be
neutral and transparent.

Sources said the BNP Chair-
prrson asked Prof. A.Q.M.
Badrudozza Chowdhury, the
opposition's deputy leader, to
dralt a response to the Speak-
er’s letter.

They said they expect
Khaleda Zia to sit with some top
ranking party leaders today to
discuss the Speaker's letter and
the response. They suggested the
reply could be short, since the
Speaker wrote his second letter
without taking steps to address
the BNP's five preconditions.

A top BNP leader told The
Daily Star that the government
showed a "non-serious effort”
prior to the beginning of
Sangsad session and called the
Speaker's initiative "eye wash.”

For the last three and a half
year. the Speaker hasn't made
an effort to implement the four-
point agreement that he medi-

ated and was signed twice by the
BNP and the government, he

"The Speaker could at least
convene a meeting to determine
the status of the 4-point agree-
ment. But he didn’t call the
ruling party or ti:e cppesition
to discuss the issues,” Uiz BNT
leader added.

The chiefs of the Ious parties
declared at a post-iftar inecting
on Deﬁ 22 that they wul?ld nn:

oin the upcoming parliamen
jsessinn. wﬁh bcgiI:m Jan. 1,

2000.
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Int’l workshop on
environment opens

Some 100 journalists and
experlts from more than 20
countries and international or-
ganisations joined a two-day
workshop in the capital yester-
day to discuss media strategies
to reverse degradation of nature
in the new millennium, reports
UNB.

Forest and Environment
Minister Syeda Sajeda Chowd-
hury inaugurated the workshop
urging journalists to use their
"green pen” to raise awareness
among Lhe people across the
world, particularly in
Bangladesh.

‘The challenges we are likely
to face in the coming days are
implementation of plans and
policies and enforcement of
regulations. Here, besides gov-
ernment efforts, we seek coop-
eration and support of civil so-
ciety, NGOs and you, the jour-
nalists community of
Bangladesh," she told the inau-
gural session of the workshop.

Forum of Environmental
Journalists of Bangladesh
(FEJB) in collaboration with
Asia-Pacific Forum of Envi-
ronmental Journalists (AFEJ)
and Commonwealth Environ-
mental Journalists Association
(CEJA) organised the worksho
titled "Challenges of New Mil-
lennium: Reversing Environ-
mental Degradation and Role of
the Media.'

The United Nations Devel-
opment Programme (UNDP),
World Bank, Ministry of Envi-
ronment and Forest, and sev-
eral development agencies are
supporting the international
meet.

' Sajeda Chowdhury identi-—
fied rapid growth of population
as the prime challenge for the
country's environment and said
Bangladesh has to continue

with the efforts to contain its
ever-increasing populace.

"The country has to provide
safe air although unplanned
urbanisation and industriali-
sation continue unabated. In
the midst of arsenic invasion.
fight for safe water to its popu-
lation will continue,

"The country will also con-
tinue to confront with infec-
tions diseases. Pressure on
scarce land will be tremendous
and Bangladesh has to go for a
judicious use of land resources,”
she said listing the challenges.

In the agricultural front, the
minister [eared that increasing
dependence on ground water ir-
rigation. excessive use of insec-
ticides and introduction of ge-
netically engineered hybrid
seeds would render the sector
unstable.

"Unregulated mining and oil
and gas exploration are likely
to affect the country's bio-di-
versity. Due to increased pres-
ence of green house gases, global
warming may adversely affect
Bangladesh causing permanent
inundation and migration of
people. Perennial natural dis-
asters like floods, cyclones and
tornadoes are likely to increase
in frequency.” she said,

Environment Secretary
Syed Marghub Murshed nar-

rated the government measures
and strategies in combating the
problems. He praised the media
role in protecting environment
-saying they were playing as "ef-
fective watchdogs".
AFEJ Chairman Dr Dhar-

man' Wickramaratne termed

“the'jburnalists participating in

the workshop from different
parts of the world as messen-
gers of the "concerns of envi-
ronment”.

Tk 10 lakh
snatched
in Chittagong

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG. Dec 29: A
group of muggers snatched Tk
10 lakh from the employees of
a_l]:rlriméat? oil refinery in the
Cily s Badarpati area tod -
lice said; e pe

The incident occurred at
around 1:30 ﬁm when three
employees of the refinery were
going lo deposit the money
with Agrani Bank Agrabad
branch in a car.

The muggers intercepted the
car and snatched a bag contain-
ing the amount from the em-
ployees at gunpoint, police
said.

On receipt of information,
{JD[ICE rushed to the spot and
orought the three to Kotwali
thana for interrogation.

A case was recorded with the
thana in this connection.

I'T students

form Y2K
monitoring team

Students of Daffodil Institute
of Information Technology (DIIT)
have formed a monitoring team
to detect Y2K problems in com-
puters at midnight on Friday,
reports UNB.

The DIIT surveillance team
will remain alert overnight, as
the world apprehends a mas-
sive computer crash at the
dawn of the new millennium.

DIIT has asked the com-
puter users to contact the team
in the event of any trouble.
Phone No. 8115986 and
8119209,

The DIIT students will also
bring out a colorful procession

on the first day of the new mil-
lennium from its Dhanmondi
campus.

Garments workers
federation demand
release of

arrested leaders

By Staff Correspondent

The National Garments Wor-
kers Federation held a protest
rally and procession yesterday
demanding immediate release
of their leaders and payment of
Eid bonus and due salaries.

They demanded immediate
release of garment worker lead-
€rs — Maljibur Rahman Pintu
and Dulal Hossain and with-
drawal of false cases filed
against eight of the federation
leaders.

The Malibagh branch of the
lederation in a press release

said, "Certain garments factory

owners' hired brokers are trying
to intrude on the workers

movement. We will resist this by

any means.”

Body formed to

find new place
for shifting
Dhaka dist courts

A nine-member technical
sub-committee to find out a
suitable location to shift the
district courts of Dhaka was
constituted yesterday with Prof
Golam Rahman of the Urban
Planning Department of BUET
as its convenor, reports UNJ.

The decision to this eiject
was ftaken at a meeting of the
committee formed to shift ths
Dhaka District Courts held {o-
day with Law Minister Abd:!
Matin Khasru in the chair.

The sub-committee will find
out a suitable location in this
regard and submit a detailed re-
port by January 31. 2000. The
committee will meet again in
the first of week of February
next,

Attorney General Mahmudul
[slam, Law Secretary NK
Chakraborty and representa-
tives from RAJUK, Department
of Urban Development, PWD,
Works Ministry, President of
the Supreme Court Bar Associ-
ation Barrister Shafique Ah-
mad also attended the meeting,
said an official handout.

Massive dev
takes place in
communications
sector: Anwar

Communications Minister
Anwar Hossain yesterday said
a massive development had
taken place in the field of com-
munication during the three
and a half year rule of the
Awami League government, re-
poris BSS.

"There has been a qualita-
tive change in the transport sec-
tlor under the present govern-
ment. Several organsiations in-
troduced taxi cab services
which brought a positive trend
in this field," he said while in-
augurating taxi cab service in
the city.

Chairman of Orion Taxi Cab
Company Limited Tawhid Ka-
mal presided over the function
which was also addressed by
State Minister for Textile AKM
Jahangir Hussajn, Chairman of
Phoenix Leasing Company
Limited Din Mohammad and
Managing Director of Orion
Habib Hasan.

Orion Taxi cab service has
introduced 20 Taxi cab in the
Dhaka city with a fare of Taka
20.00 for the first two kilome-

ters. The fare for every kilome-
ter next has been fixed at Taka
eight. :

The minister said the gov-
ernment was providing allout
assistance to the entrepreneurs
of cab services. He also called
upon the private entrepreneurs
to invest more in the sector,

Hijacking of
Indian Airlines

condemned

Bangladesh yesterday
strnnFly condemned the hUm'gc-
ing of an aircraft of Indian Air-
lines and hoped that the ordeal
of the ers would soon be
over without any further loss of
life. reports BSS.

It expressed her readiness to
cooperate in combating terror-
ism. .

Foreign Minister Abdus
Samad Azad, in a message to

his Indian counterpart Jaswant

Singh, said Bangladesh was
'shocked and gravely concerned
by the hijacking of the Indian
Airlines flight that has already
caused the death of an innocent
passenger”. "Bangladesh un-
equivocally condemns all such
acts of terrorism and hopes that
the continuing ordeal of the
passengers will come to an end
quickly without any further
loss of life", the € added.
An A-300 aircraft of the In-
dian Airlines was hifacked on
Friday during a fl
Kathmandhu to New Delhi. The
aircraft with 160 passengers
later landed in Ig(anda ar,
Afghanistan where negotia-

tions began Tuesday between

hijackers and the Indian au-

thorities. Body of one ;ﬁass:nger
ijackers,

who was killed by the
later handed over in Dubai.
Azad said

Bangladesh 'share the anguish’

of Indian people and reiterated

country's "assurance of full co-
operation in combating terror-

ism so that this sinister threat

Lo civil sociely is eradicated".

AUB concerned

By DU Correspondent

Association of Universities
of Bangladesh (AUB) has ex-
pressed concern over the anar-
chic situation in Shahjalal
University of Science and
Technology and Sylhet town.

"We are deeply concerned
over the situation of the entire
Sylhet district which was cre-
ated by an identified evil forces.
They want to change the names
of different halls and buildings
of the university,” said a AUB
statement yesterday.

“The naming of a building or.

a dormitory of any university is
under the jurisdiction of uni-
versity authorities or Syndi-
cate. So. any interference in
this regard from outside is un-
warranted.” the statement said.
It urged all to refrain from
interfering in the affairs of the
university and called upon the
government to take necessary
steps against those responsible
for creating anarchy in Sylhet
town as as the university.
The signatories to the state-
ment included Prof AK Azad
Chowdhury of Dhaka Univer-
sity, Prof Saidur Rahman of Ra-
shahi University, Prof Mo-
ammad Hossain of cul-
tural University, Prof Abdul
Bayes of Jahangirnagar Uni-

| versity. and Prof Aminul Islam

of National University.

JCD demands

release of its

President, GS
before Eid

By DU Correspondent

Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal
(JCD) staged a demonstration in
the city yesterday demanding
release of its activists, includ-
in%.l president Habib-un-Nabi
Sohel and general secretary
Nasiruddin
Eid-ul-Fitr. .

JCD unit in Jagannath Uni-
versity College breught out a
procession in the city and held
a rally on the college campus to
protest the police ‘atrocities’ on
the opposition student ac-
tivists.

Kazi Rownakul Islam Tipu,
president of the JCD unit,
chaired the rally, which was
addressed by its Monjur Elahi,
Munsi Bazlul Basit Anjum,
Mozaffar Hossain Zakir, AM
Nuruzzaman, ABM Mosharraf
Hossain, Shamsuzzaman Suruij,
Forhad Hossain Azad, Abdus
Sattar and Kamrul Islam. ,

Condemning the govern-
ment for resorting to repres-
sion, Monjur Elahi said we will
bring such undemocratic activi-
ties to an end by ousting the
“autocrat”™ Hasina

He called upon conscious
people and student communi
to join the ‘oust government’
movement.

Teg'gaun thana unit of JCD
also brought out a procession
and held a rally in its area
terday deman release of all
lEEt?jdf:rs and workers before the

id.

Arrest of family
members of
Jubodal leaders

condemned

By Staff Correspondent

Jubodal President Mirza
Abbas and general secretary
Gayeshwar Chandra Roy have
strongly protested arrest of
[amily members in absence of
the party leaders wanted by the
police.

med Pintu beforc

In a statement yesterday,
they said ce raided the resi-
dence of city unit Jubodal

leader Kazi Ataur Rahman and
misbehaved with the family

members in his absence. More- -

over, police arrested his elder
brother Kazi Mahbubur Rah-
man without any reason and
filed false case against him.

The police also arrested Ju-
bodal leaders Shamim, Habib,
Nizamuddin, Saidur Rahman
and Kamal Hossain, who reside
at the Kazi Ataur's house as ten-
ant.

The statement also claimed
that police raided the house of
DCC ward commissioner Nabi-
ullah Nabi and arr;sle;l_ l}is el-
der brother Atiqullah Atiq in
absence of Nabi.

The Jubodal leaders de-
manded immediate release of
Ataur and Nabi's elder brothers
and withdrawal of false cases
filed against them. :
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From page 1

A teacher of Chittagong Med-
ical College. Dr Nilkanta Bhat-
tacharya, came under attack by
armed terrorists at his chamber
on December 6. It sparked
stormy protests from doctors in
the port city who observed
strike at government hospitals
and suspending private prac-
tice. Police is yet to arrest these
terrorists.

A riskshawpuller was killed
in a cross fire during a gunfight
between police and terrorists on
the night of December 7 at Gol-
pahar when the terrorists at-
tempted to loot a bank. |

Vice- president of Lalkhan-
bazar Jatiyatabadi Jubodol, Md
Selim, was gunned down by his
rivals on December 11 at Pa-
hartoli.

Journalists who went to
cover an opposition rally at
Laldighi maidan on December
12, were assaulted by activists
in front of Chittagong
Metropolitan Police headquar-
ters, leaving two of them seri-
ously injured. But police did lit-
tle to round up the attackers, it
is alleged.

Three days ago, Chhatra
League leader Kaisar Hossain
was shot dead at Lalkhanbazar
by his rivals. Police so far could
not arrest the killers.

Al least 20 people including
a policeman were injured on
December 12 in an incident of
violence near Laldighi Maidan.

Over 50 people including a
policeman were injured’in spo-
radic clashes between pﬂﬂﬂﬂ
and opposition political party
activists during hartal on De-
cember 13, the day of filing of
nomination papers for the city

'Criminals thrive

corporation polls.

A businessman, abducted by
some identified terrorists from
Nasirabad area last week, was
released after payment of Tk
two lakh ransom, police and
other sources said.

Another businessman was
kidnapped from Hazarl Lane
last week He was released after
payment of ransom. The inci-
dents have created panic in the
business community here.

Bombs were hurled in front
of the election office, on the
premises of the Circuit House,
Radio Station and railway sta-
tion and at Jamal Khan.

Toll collection by syndicates
of terrorists is a now a common
phenomenon in the port city,
sources said,

About Tk six lakh was
snatched by muggers from a
person yesterday in front of the
crowded railway station, but
nothing was done by police to
recover the money.

Many such incidents took
place in the city, with most of
those remaining unreported,
sources said.

Police sergeant Md Shahja-
han was shot and injured by
snatchers when he was chasing
them at Ghatforhadbag five
days ago,

Two others police sergeants
were injured during a rampage
by accomplices of identified
terrorist Cherra Akbar after he
was arrested from Nasirabad.

Over 100 vehicles were dam-
aﬁed last night when the arrest
ol a Jamaat-e-Islami leader
sparked violence marked with
bomb blasts and shooting, but
police played the role of mute
Spectators.

BOI back to business

From page 1
programme. pag

In a press release signed by
the 10 officers and em loyees
comprising leaders and repre-
sentatives of all sections of the
board said that the existing cri-
sis had been solved and they
agreed to work together to
brighten the image of the board
as well as for the greater inter-
est of the country.

The meeting also decided to
start dialogue with the authori-
ties within fifteen days for real-
ising the demands of the em-
ployees and officers. The
chairman also assured them of
finalising an organogram and
resolving the problems regard-
ing promotion of the officers
within three months.

The press release also regret-
ted the recent incidents at the
board and vowed to resolve all
disputes and misunderstanding
among the employees and offi-
CETS.

"As the Prime Minister as-
sured us our demands would be
considered. we have withdrawn
the work stoppage and agreed to
withdraw aclion —
gramme.” said a leader of the

e said that they had also
withdrawn all allegations in-
cluding those ol corruption and
misappropriation of money,
made earlier by them against
the executive chairman. The
leader was the former convenor
of the Officers and Employees
Wellare Council (ODEWC) under
whose banner the workers had
begun their movement. ;

In the absence of leaders, ap-
parently for avoiding arrest,
the former leaders played a key
role in resolving the deadlock.
The leaders however denied
having made such an allegation
ol misappropriation of money
against the chairman.

The employees and officers
of the board had been agitating
since Thursday last demanding
removal of the executive
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Abdur Rouf Chowdhury will
share responsibilities with
Mohammad Nasim as state
minister for post and telecom-
munications, while Dr. Mo-
hammad Alauddin will share

power with Engineer Mosharraf

Hossain as state minister for
housing and public works.

Engineer Hossain will con-
tinue to be in charge of two min-
istries - civil aviation and
tourism and housing and public
works.

H N Ashigur Rahman has
been made the state minister
for environment and forest, a
ministry which has so far been
rl;un solely by Sajeda Chowd-

ury.

Abdul Quddus has been made
state minister for fisheries and
livestock, where Jatiya Samaj-
tantrik Dal leader AS M Rob is
the Cabinet minister.

Anisul Hug Chowdhury has
been made state minister for
communications. Leader of his
faction of Jatiya Party, Anwar
Hossain Manju will share the
job with a state minister for the
first time since he joined
Sheikh Hasina's “consensus”
Cabinet in 1996.

Manju may not have been
happy but was not willing to say
much about it. “It is the sole ju-
risdiction of the chief executive
to shape and reshape his or her
cabinet. I have seen it in the
past too. The minister and the
state minister should work as a
team to stre en the hands of
the Prime Minister,” he told
The Daily Star last night. |
" However. Manju refused to
say if he had any prior knowl-
edge ol the development.

Until yesterday aftcrncon,
the former health minister had
no idea of what was coming. "I
came to know about the devel-
opment this evening. Someone
told me after he had watched
the BTV news,” Yusuf told The
Daily Star last night. "Well, |
have. taken it in a sporting
spirit,” he added.

Fisheries minister Rob was
not available for comment. He
started with Ehje%ping in 1996
and then shared power with
deputy minister Saber Ahmed
Chowdhury with a dampened
spirit. Then. he was moved to
fisheries in December last year
with no junior minister
around.
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chairman M Mokammel Haque
for his alleged corruption and
anti- investment activities.
They had been refraining
from attending office since
Monday last following the ar-
rest of their leader Mahmudul
Hasan Mian.
_ Mian was arrested Sunday
last from the BOI office al-
legedly for “disrupting work of
overnments.” Another eight
eaders were awaiting arrest as
a case had been filed against
them by the secretary of the
BOIL.

The agitating employees had
placed a four-point demand in-
cluding promotion of senior
officers. preparing a new
organogram. payment of regu-
lar salary at the beginning of
every month and putting an end
lo ap‘pointment on deputation.

Alter joining u{ﬂct. the
leaders of the employees and
officers held an hour-long
meeting with the chairman. [t
was resolved at the meeting that
all cases filed against the agitat-
ing employees would be with-
drawn and initiatives would b=
taken” soon tp ‘release their

leader Mahmugdul Hasan Mian,
said a leader of the OEWC, '
Mokammel Haque while

talking to the Daily Star yes-
terday admitted that the dispute
had been resolved and both
sides agreed to work together,

BNP urges people
to join 'oust
govt' movement
By Staff Correspondent

BNP leaders at a discussion
yesterday called upon the people
to come to the street and press
ahead with the one-point
movement to topple the Awami
League government.

They accused the AL gov-
ernment of selling out the coun-
try's industry, agriculture and
other sectors to India.

Jatiyatabadi Krishak Dal or-
ganised the discussion meeting
al BNP central office marking
its 19th founding anniversary.

Prof AQM Badruddoza
Chowdhury, Khandaker Delwar
Hossain, Tariqul Islam, Mirza
Abbas, Shamsuzzaman Dudu
MP, Mirza Fakrul Islam Alam-
gir, Mujibar Rahman Ehsanul
Kabir and Anwarul Haqg spoke
at the meeting. Krishak Dal
president Mahbubul Alam Tara
presided.

The leaders alleged that the
AL government has destroyed
all sectors. including the agricul-
ture sector, in a planned way to
make the country dependent on
its neighbour. -

Muhuri river
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mander of BDR and DIG of
Tripura BSF held on Decembe:
28, Muhurirghat checkpcint in
India, however, reached a con-
sensus to allow Bangladcshi
farmers to work on their lands
in the disputed Muhurir char
along the Bangladesh-India
frontier in Feni.

Bangladeshis might start en-
joying facilities for cultivatin
52 acres of the disputed lan
when an agreement on ‘working
boundary line’ is signed in Jan-
uAary next . =

Corruption case

From page 12

than Tk 65 lakh.
“During its investigation,

the Bureau found that about Tk
53.29 lakh was grabbed in real-
ising charge from publishers
and printers for printing books
for 199&." said an official.

The five officials charged
with corruption are NCTB's se-
nior store officer Abdul Man-
nan, assistant distribution con-
trollers Aszgar Ali Hawladar
and M Shahabuddin, and sec-
tion officers Abdul Quddus and

Anwarullah.
Four have been accused of

grabbing about Tk 11.48 lakh

also in realising positive ch
for printing books for 1997.
They are N 's former distri-

bution controller Rawshan Ali,
assistant distribution con-
trollers M Shahabuddin and
Abul Bashar, and section offi-
cer Anwarullah.



