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Speaker gives up
millennium plan

Speaker Humayun Rasheed
Choudhury has abandoned his
plan for a "millennium ses-
sion” of the Jatiyva Sangsad as
he is convinced that the major
opposition parties including
BNP are not going to attend it.

“That [the initiative] has
failed ... I've given up the idea as
the Opposition is not going to
join the ceremony.” an appar-
ently frustrated Chowdhury
told The Daily Star last night.

"Now, it will be an ordin
session. The House will be ad-
journed after the President's
address.” he said about the par-
liament's coming session due to
commence on Janu 1. 2000.

“This is unfortunate that we
will miss a unique chance to
welcome the new millennium”,
said Treasury Bench Whip Ab-
dus Shahid.

Talking to this correspon-
dent, the Whip blamed the Op-
position for frustrating the "ex-
ceptional” idea. “Yet, we can fix
up a day during the coming ses-
sion to talk about the new mil-
lennium,” he said. “The plan to
illuminate the parliament
building on the first day of the
millennium is still there.”

- The Speaker earlier wrote to

By Nazmul Ashraf

Leader of the Opposition
Khaleda Zia explaining the sig-
nificance of the "millennium

session” and urging her to at-
tend it. But in reply Khaleda's
BNP set five precnncﬁtinns to go
back to parliament.

Soon after his invitation on
December 20, the Speaker had
said he was ready to talk with
the ruling party about BNP's
demands. The demands include
implementation of its previous
agreements with the ruling
party, a public apology from the
Prime Minister for her
‘indecent’ remarks about
Khaleda and creation of a
favourable atmosphere for a di-
alogue.

he Speaker wrote to
Khaleda again on Tuesday reit-
erating his request to join the
session and offered to mediate a
%Drernmﬁnt-uppnsmnn dia-
ogue to end the political crisis.

It was planned earlier that
the opening session on January
1 would be a different one to
welcome the new millennium.
The Speaker had planned to de-
liver his "millennium speech”
and then allow the Leader of the
House and the Leader of the Op-
position to speak before the

Criminals thrive
in port city

Residents complain against
nonchalant cops

From Nurul Alam

CHITTAGONG. Dec 29: Inci-
dents of violence and crime in-
cluding murder. abduction for
ransom, toll collection and
mugging increased in the port
.city in the last one month due to

( deterioration in law and urdﬁr.
tri rm]fmnmm among the
citjigrg&wc €rs. : '

Hardly a day passes without
any sucﬁ incident, but police
are inactive. they alleged.

When contacted, Chittagong
Metropolitan Police Commis-
sioner ATM Ahmedul Huq said
incidents of crime and violence
increased due to release of iden-
tified and listed terrorists. He
however said four check-posts
have been set up at the en

oifits of the eity with addi-—

ional police forde to check
those.
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President’s address.

It was planned that the law-
makers would be greeted with
flowers while entering the
House. Such an arrangement to
welcome the new millennium
could probably be the only ex-
ample in the world. according
to the Speaker:

Meanwhile, the JS Business
Advisory- Committee in its
meeting yesterday decided for a
usual session as the plan for a
"millennium session” failed.
sources said

After the Presidential ad-
dress. the session will be ad-
journed till January 12. It will
then resume to continue for the
rest of the month, they said.

Eleven pending bills will be
taken up for discussion during
the session. for which no new
bill has been submitted so far.

None of the opposition
members joined the BAC meet-
ing, |

Khaleda repeats
conditions
for talks

By Staff Correspondent

The BNP will sit down and
talk to the government if its
five preconditions are fulfilled,
Opposition Leader Khaleda Zia
said yesterday.

he reply of the Speaker's
second letter will be given. We
will sit around the discussion
table il an atmosphere is cre-
ated and the five preconditions
are fulfilled.” Khaleda Zia told
reporters as she left her official
residence last night. *"We have
asked the Speaker to create an
atmosphere for dialogue. We
will join the dialogue if those
are meet.”

In its reply to the Speaker’s
first letter. the BNP set five pre-
conditions that must be ful-
filled before it will consider an
offer to join the next session of

pariiament_ i %
-_ %m'a'nmsﬂﬁw

{1) the release of all arrested

BNP leaders and activists as per

See page 11 col 3

1-the

e
. o '
-y 1

-,

TRUST BANK BRANCH

B PR TR
T s i YR

—

adking

HE TRUST BANK LTD.

SR g

Members of Projonmo '71 burn an effigy of Jamaat chief
Golam Azam in the city yesterday.
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Hijackers start
giving in

KANDAHAR, Dec 29: The
hijackers of an Indian Airlines
plane have dropped their de-
mands for a 200 million dollars
ransom and the body of a
Kashmiri militant. in the first
breakthrough in negotiations
aimed at ending a grueling six-
day hijacking episode, the Tal-
iban's foreign minister said to-
day, reports AP,

The Taliban interceded at
request of the-Indian nege-
tiators, Wakil Ahmed Mut-
tawakil told reporters at the
Kandahar airport. The Taliban
convinced the negotiators to
drop the ransom demand
telling them that it was against
Islam. as was exhuming a bod
and removing if from its buria
ground.

“In fact the Taliban see the
whole process of hijacking and
hoelding people for ransom as
against Islam,” Muttawakil

BOIback to

business

After PM assures of
meeting demands

By Staff Correspondent

The week-long deadlock at
the Board of Investment [BOI)
ended yesterday as Lhe agitating
officers and employees called
off their action programme
following assurance from the
prine minister about fulfilling
of their demands.

The agitating employees and
officers ol the Board joined
their office vesterday noon and
their leaders held an hour-long
meeting with the executive
chairman Mokammel Haque,
whose removal was the main
demand behind their action

See page 11 col 7
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Kader
Siddique’s
Convention and
Storm Troopers

Column: Currents and

Crosscurrents

by MM Rezaul Karim
Page 4

Supplement

A two-page supple-
ment on "Plastic

Money’ on
Pages 5 & 6
Sehri, Iftar timings
Ramadan Dec | Sehri | Iftar
a | % | - | s
2 31 | 516 | 526
723 | 0o 516 | 527

Praver Timings

December 30
Azan | Jamaat

_Fajr 3-16 525
 Zohr 12-45 1-15
_AST 3-42 4-00
Maghrib 5-25 5-30

Tarabi 7-15 7-45 |
Source: Islamic Foundation

iR, Tue

said.

He also said that the Taliban
would not allow the aircraft to
remain indefinitely in
Afghanistan.

'If the two sides are unable to
solve their problems soon the
Taliban will force the hijackers
to leave Afghanistan.” he said.
But Muttawakil didn't say how
the Taliban would make them
leave or when.
ay.,. when the hi- .
jackers spelled out their de-
mands. they insisted on 200
million dollars, the release of
35 Kashmiri militants and a
Pakistani cleric from Indian
jails and the body of a militant
Kashmiri. killed earlier this
year.

Muttawakil said the hijack-
ers have refused to budge on the
numbers ol Kashmiri fighters
they want released from jail.

See page 11 col |

Tofail loses commerce

PM shuffles Cabinet portfolios

Minister Tofail Ahmed lost
the key commerce portfolio as
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
reallocated some of the impor-
tant ministries yesterday to
make room for the nine new

Another on way
to Cabinet

Yet another new face Syed
Ashraful Islam, MP, is likely to
take oath as Minister ol State
soon on his return from abroad,
reports UNB.

The eldest son of Late Syed
Nazrul Islam, President of the
government-on-exile during the
country's Liberation War, Syed
Ashraf is an MP from Kishore-
ganj-3 constituency.

A top ruling party leader told
UNB yesterday Islam is now in
London and "would take oath
on his return in a day or two.”

BNP chief under
AL fire for
ignoring PM’s
phone call

The ruling Awami League
blasted Opposition leader
Khaleda Zia yesterday for ig-
noring the prime minister's
telephone call for opening talks
to resolve political disputes,
saying they were out to grab
power through backdoors, re-
ports UNB.

An emergency meeting of the
Awami League Working Com-
mittee, held at Ganobhaban
with Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina in the chair, urged coun-
trymen "to resist the anti-Lib-
eration, terrorist and evil
forces and protect people's right
to food and vote.”

The meeting regretted that
even for the sake of courtesy,
the Opposition leader did not
ring the PM back.

Khaleda Zia intentionally
got the phone received by an-
other person and ignored the
prime minister's good gesture.”

it observed. tli's certainly.

cated BNP's unwillingness to
solve existing political prob-
lems." _

The meeting hailed Sheikh
Hasina for the expanding her
Cabinet and her personal call to
Opposition leader as part of her
goodwill to solve political tan-
gles.

It also discussed preparation
and details of the scheduled
special extended meeting of the
party to be held today.

By Staff Correspondent

COMmers.

Tofail. the top LDC negotia-
tor at global trade talks for the
last three and a half years, will
retain his office at industries
ministry. He was replaced at
commerce by non-MP Abdul
Jalil. considered a novice in
matters of %nvﬂmance and the
r:irucial World Trade Organisa-
tion.

The PM defied speculators
and chipped some important
ministerial responsibilities
from their present incumbents
and handed them over to the
freshers.

Another key casualty was
poor performer Salahuddin
Yusul at health and family
wellare which will now be

headed by new Cabinet minister
Sheikh Fazlul Karim Selim
MP. Yousuf has been reduced to
a “minister without nortfolio”,

Influential party presidium
member Amir Hossain Amu
will be in charge of food min-
istgy. a job Matia Chowdhury
had been performing in addi-
tion to agriculture which she re-
tained. :

The ministerial responsi-
bilities of the party secretary
general Zillur Rahman have
been reduced, making him the
minister for local government
only. The new state minister
Rahmat Ali will look after ru-
ral development and co-opera-
tives division at the same min-

See page 11 col 7
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Apex, the footwear store with a difference. We've just introduced a new collection of shoes
designed to take your breath away. And that's.not all. There is a discount of 20%, thanks to the
festival of Eid. So hurry. Or you'll miss the boat. The Brogues. The Oxfords. And whatever's left.
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Dhaka: AM. Plaza, Mouchak + Cats Eye, Elephant Road * Gazi Bhaban, Naya Paltan + Hathkhola Rd * Hossain Plaza.Snbhar}bag-lqbalGenta.Banam
» Latif Plaza, Uttara + Nazar Plaza, Hatirpool « Sahera Circle, Elephant Road Jessore : Jess Tower Khulna : Malek Mansion Sylhet : Zindah Bazar
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