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Having failed to clear the roads and pedestrians' pavements around the GPO

his motorbike right through the makeshift hawkers' market yesterday.

Mirpur, Dhaka
\ Te!_ # 9{_}1045_13 /

area, a desperate police sergeant drives

— Star p_hut.o

Extortionists slip through
- legal loopholes

By Chaitanya Chandra Halder

Punishment in extortion-re-
lated cases have been reduced
due to legal procedure and
changes in the law, said legal
experts and officials of judi-
ciary talking to The Daily Star

= recently.

Cases related to extortion
and rape were covered under
same provisions of the law in
the Special Powers Act (SPA) of

1974 and these were tried by a

judge of the rank of an addi-
tional district and sessions
judge at the least.

he law also provided for
maximum 14 years of rigorous
imprisonment for extortion-re-
lated cases. -

The Metropolitan Sessions
Court recently transferred the
extortion-related cases to the
Magistrates’ Court, which does
not have the power to award
punishment exceeding 10 years
of imprisonment, sources said.

en Women and Children
Repression Act 1995 was
passed, rape-related law of the
SPA was incorporated in the
new Special Act of 1995 without

- der section 38

passing any provision for trial
of extortion-related cases.

Cases related to extortion,
however, were tried by the
courts of District and Sessions
Judge, Dhaka., till January last.

Soon after creation of the
Court of Metropolitan Sessions
Judge. extortion related cases
were transferred to those new
courts which refused to enter-
tain them.

The Metropolitan sessions
Judge observed law did not al-
low trial of those cases in these
courts. The Judge also ordered
transfer of these cases to the
court of the Metropolitan Mag-
istrate,

About 1400 such cases were
transferred to the court of Chief
Metropolitan Magistrate
Dhaka in four phases, sources
said.

A circular issued by the
Metropolitan Sessions Judge,
Dhaka recently said, cases un-
of the penal code
will now be tried by the lower
courts, since the schedule 2 of
criminal procedure code had

not vet been amended.

ollowing the passage of the
Women and children re ion
prevention act in 1995 cases

related to rape were passed on to
the new special courts. _
Neither any new court was '

created lor extortion-related
cases nor the ordinance 4 (¢)
was amended before it was abol-
ished from the SPA.

Since inception of the spe-
cial courts for women and chil-
dren, cases related to extortion
have been kept outside the

purview of the special tribunal
courts, sources said:

The schedule 2 of the crimi-
nal procedure (Cr PC) deals with
penalty of different crimes in-
cluding that of extortion and
rape.

A special tribunal court
headed by a judge of the rank no
less than that of the additional
district and sessions judge was
supposed to try the cases related
to rape and extortion under the
Special Powers Act of 1974.
schedule 1. Ordinance 4 (c).

'Bring Ruma's
killers to
book’

By Staff Correspondent

Speakers at a press confer-
ence organised by Bangladesh
Society For Enforcement of
Human Rights (BSEHR) at the
Jatiya Press Club yesterday
demanded arrest and trial of
the person responsible for
killing housewife Kamrun Na-
har Ruma.

They alleged that the victim
Kamrun Nahar Ruma was pro-
voked to commit suicide by her
husband Major Md Ashraful
Haider through torture,

Ruma was found dead at her
residence at Banani Army Staff
Quarters on December 6.

They urged the authorities
concern to hand over Maj
Haider to police.

Speakers blamed the army
administration for not handing
over Maj Haider to police. |

The press conierence was
addressed. among others, b
Secretary General of BSEH
Advocats Sirma Huda, Advo-
cate Elir.. .than and victim's
brother Md Moniruzzaman.

AL extended
meet tomorrow

A special extended meetin
of the executive committee o
Bangladesh Awami League will
be held at Ganabhaban at 11 am
lomorrow, reports BSS,

Party president and Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina will
preside over the meeting.

Birth records can

curb trafficking in
women, children

By Staff Correspondent |

Speakers at a discussion
meeting in the city yesterday
stressed the need for birth regis-
tration to help curb repression
on women and children and
their traffickin

They were speaking on
“Birth Registration: Law and
Analysis of Social Situation”,
organised by Bangladesh Na-
tional Women Lawyers Associa-
tion (BNWLA) at the office of the
Voluntary Women Association
(WVA).

Prof. M. S. Akbar MP,
Chairperson of Parliamentary
Standing Committee on Women
and Children Affairs Ministry,
speaking as chiel guest sug-
gested recognition to EPI card
as birth registration card. This
will also help prevent age lift-
ing. a common practice in our
society, he said.

Advocate Sigma Huda, who
addressed the function as spe-
cial guest, said birth registra-
tion will help Emtect rights of
children. It should be made
compulsory with legal provi-
sion for punishment for viola-
tors, and treated as identity
card, she suggested.

Birth registration will also
help rescue of children from
brothels and determine the age
of rape victims, she observed.

A survey should be conducted
to evaluate the success of birth
registration. introduced in the

country recently.

Advocate Salma Ali said
birth registration started in
some countries in 1886. Traf-
ficking of women and children
could be reduced through birth
registration, she said.

Dhaka City Corporation
(DCC) Health Officer Sanjida Is-
lam. Advocate Subrata Chowd-
hury, DCC ward Commissioner
Rokeya Sahabuddin and Tatopi
Bhoumik, a human rights ac-
tivists from Calcutta also took
part in the discussion, presided
over by BNWL President Fouzia

Karim Feroz.

Nirmul body to

observe 'hatred
day' today

Ekatturer Ghatak Dalal
Nirmul Committee will observe
'hatred day’ today to.denounce
reemergence of an anti-libera-

tion figure in independent
Bangladesh's political arena,
reports UNB.

On this day in 1991, Ghulam
Azam was made ameer of Ja-
maat-e-Islami. Since then, the
Nirmul Committee has been ob-
serving the day as ‘ghrina dibas’
EeVery year.

On the occasion, the Nirmul
Committee will hold a rally at
Central Shaheed Minar at 2 pm
today:.

From page 1

Khaleda Zia's part not to even
acknowledge the PM's call. It is
true that on the question of
courtesy Khaleda Zia has far
more to complain against the
AL chief. We have written ear-
lier and again yesterday that
Sheikh Hasina's recent re-

marks on the BNP chief were, to
say the least, in bad taste. It was
in far worse taste to repeat
them. With all that in the back-
ground we would not hesitate to
say that BNP chief would have
given a far more matured ac-
count of herself if she called
back, thanking her for the call

and suggesting what would have
led to discussions across the
table.

It is unbelievable on what
trivial grounds our politics is
getting stuck. When the whole

nation is anxious to see some -

sort of reason and sense return
to politics, when our people are
%?tﬂﬂg increasingly nervous at
the rising crime and violence
all over, and when the whole
country is in the grip of a sweep-
Ing sense of frustration — at
that time we see our two leaders
refusing to meet one another ei-
ther because an invitation is
not sent by the appropriate offi-
cer, or because a phone call is
not considered sincere enough.
Can anything be more tragic?
Should some silly issue of pro-
tocol take precedence over the
nation's progress?

We cannot understand why
the PM should not send an offi-
cial letter to the Leader of the
Opposition inviting her to
talks. If Sheikh Hasina can go
so far as to phoning Khaleda
Zia thrice, then why can't she
dictate to her PA a letter for her
to ? We had even s ted
that letters could be ﬂ‘:ﬁged
at the Secretary-Generals' level
about the talks, between Zillur
Rahman and Mannan Bhuiyan.
Then again, we cannot compre-

sonal phone call from the
Prime Minister? Is the fate of
our politics more important
than her personal notion of
propriety? Or it is her false
sense of ego? What would have
happened if she had called the
PM back? Would her politics
have collapsed? Would she look
weak? Would she be denting her
‘uncompromising leader' im-
age? On the contrary, she would
have looked matured and
statesman like. She could have
tried to convince the PM in
changing her course of conduct.
If nothing else, we would have
at least seen that Khaleda Zia
tried. At this stage we are forced
to say that our Leader of the Op-
position has gotten herself
stuck on a negative note. She

seems to know only one word.
NO. No to everything. She re-
fuses a TV debate with the PM.
She refuses TV appearance with
independent journalists of her
choice. She refuses to attend
Army Day function. The last
one was because her card was
not delivered tﬂrnpeﬂy* Even if
it is true, can that be a sufficient
ground to spurn what the na-
tion expected to be an ice-break-
ing event. When the PM had
publicly announced that she
would take advantage of the oc-
casion to invite Khaleda Zia for
talks, it became more impor-
tant for the BNP chief to attend.
Of course the Army Day func-
tion is NOT a proper occasion to
initiate talks. Of course a writ-
ten invitation is far better than
public declarations for talks. Of
course Sheikh Hasina has been
very insulting toward her, of
course, of course..... But our
question is how long are we go-
ing to be stuck with the personal
and protocol issues, and when
are we going to get down to the
substantive issues, if ever. If
Sheikh Hasina is being stub-
born, does Khaleda Zia have to
match it atom for atom? Can't

’s unacceptable response

— the voters — that she is more
matured, more far-sighted,
more patriotic, more modern,
more compromising, more con-
cerned with the welfare of the
people than about going to
power, etc. But alas! She is more
interested in showing how she
can be more stubborn, more
vindictive, more destructive,
more and more of everything
negative aspect that our PM is
showing. Normally a contest
between leaders is to show who
is better. In our case, it is to
show who is worse. i

We plead to both our leaders,
please think of our r, our
malnourished children, our
hardworking farmers and
labourers, our oppressed
women next time you decide to
say NO. It is easy to create prob-
lems, harbour grudges, nurture
hatred, find fault, reinforce

rejudice, etc. It is far more dif-

cult to put the past behind,
compromise and co-operate for
a better future. )

Permit us to conclude with
some instances of grand politi-
cal compromises, done for the
betterment of the people. We
know how Nelson Mandela
took Chief Buthalezi as his
Home Minister to win a foe.
Remember that the Zulu chief
actually plotted to kill Mandela

and ed war against the ANC
killing many fighters against
the te racist . Closer

to home, in Cam a Hun Sen
and Prince Ranarid who fought

armed battles against each"

other, are now partners in the
same government. More re-
cently Magawati Sukarnoputri,
having won by far the largest
percentage of popular vote
ﬁ,recd to back ur Rahman

ahid as the President because
she realised otherwise the army
may take over. Leaders are al-

ways making compromises for
the of the country and the

people that they are supposed to

Govt plans major
changes in .
public exam

system

The government decided to
bring about major changes in
public examination system,
with new styles of question pa-

rs, from next secondary and

igher secondary examina-
tions. reports UNB.

"A 10-point action plan has
been taken up in this regard
while some Bg{} question au-
thors and moderators have al-
ready been given training for its
implementation aimed at pre-
venting copying and improving
standard of education,” an offi-
cial announcement said.

The decisions were taken in
a high-level meeting of the Edu-
cation Ministry with Education
Minister ASHK Sadique in the
chair. _

"No questions would be made
as it is in notebooks or guide-
wooks available on the market,"
the meeting decided as a means
of preventing unfair means at
exams, which, of late, found an

_alarming spurt.

For better evaluation broad-
type cHuesﬂuns will be split into
parts like Ka, Kha, Ga as of the
subjects in Science for students
of both Humanities and Com-
merce groups. -

Figures of sums will be
changed from the textbooks in
making question papers of
Mathematics.

It was also decided that the
Public Examinations Act would
be followed strictly from the
next examinations and legal ac-
tions coupled with other mea-
sures would be taken to curb of-
fences and negligence regarding
examination affairs.

The meeting was told that
Lesson Plan to be introduced for
quality education and prevent-
ing unfair means at exams is at
the final stage.

Secretary and Join Secre-
taries of the Education Min-
istry, Directors-General of dif-
ferent departments and chair-
men of education boards and
Director of BANBAIS were pre-
sent in the meeting.

Siddique yet to
get permission
for holding

meeting at Paltan

By Staff Correspondent

The National Sports Council
(NSC) is yet to give permission
to Kader Siddique for holding a
B[uhlic meeting at Paltan

aidan (ground) on December
30, party sources said.

It is not possible to give
permission for Siddique's meet-
ing for paucity of time, said
Obaidul Kader, State Minister
for Youth, Sports and Cultural
Affairs and also chairman of
NSC when contacted by The
Daily Star yesterday.

It takes at least two days for
police clearance of the venue in
the name of n, the minis-
ter said, adding Siddique's peti-
tion for holding a meeting at
the Maidan reached the NSC
yesterday. He said the petition
should have reached the NSC at
least one week earlier.

Siddique called the meeting
at Paltan protesting vandalism
at his convention at the Insti-
tution of E eers Bangladesh
where he floate the
Bangladesh Krishak Sramik
Janata League (BKSJL) on Fri-
day.
Leaders of BKSJL yesterday
told The Daily Star that the di-
rector of the NSC told them they
would have to discuss the issue

AUHURIGHAT CHECK-
POST, Tripura (India), Dec. 28:
A flag meeting between BDR and
BSF today reached a consensus
to allow Bangladeshi farmers to
work in their lands in the dis-

puted Muhurirchar along the.

Bangladesh-Indian frontier in
Feni.

"We have agreed to make a
working boundary in the 1.6
km border area," MM Khande-
wal, DIG, BSF Tripura told
newsmen emerging from the
eight-hour long meeting with
his Bangladesh counterpart Col
Showkat Hussain.

Col Showkat said,
Bangladeshis would start en-
]{g’ing facilities of cultivating
52 acres of disputed land after
the agreement is signed in Jan-
uary next year, =

e BSF DIG said they will
maintain the possession on the
basis of what they have had
since 1993.

Copies ol the agreement will

‘Muhurirchar dispufe: Border
officials agree to draw line

From Shaikh Nazrul Islam

be sent to the respective afui.r-
ernments for their approval.
~ The two sides will sit again

"at Majumderghat BOP, on the -

E.ang adesh side on January 12,
2000, with an aim to sign the
agreement, the officials said
[ollowing today's meeting,
hosted by the Indians.

B:ingladeshi farmers were
stopped from cultivating 53
acres of land at Muhurirchar
from 1974, The two countries
fought 59 times in nine phases
during more than the last twa
decades in which at least five
people were killed.

India is now in possession of
about 22.5 acres of land near
the disputed land while
Bangladesh possess 2.5 acres.
But 52 acres of land were de-
scribed ‘disputed’ since 1974.

Locals in the area said Indi-
ans with the help of BSF had ciit
major trees in the bordering ar-
eas, which could have been
marked as the bank of the river.

e Yy

Indians with the help of BSF,
had dug trenches in disputed
land and also put up bamboo
fences. as they advanced during
the last few years, local people
alleged.

Muhuri river flows from In-
dia into Bangladesh at Nizka-
likapur. The 1.6 km boundary
was demarcated on the basis of
Chakla-Roushanabad map.

The Mujib-Indira agreement
of 1974 said that the main-
stream of the river should be
the boundary of 1.6 km border
of the Muhuri river.

This is for the first time that
the survey teams of the two
countries visited the site.

The decision of fixing the
'wurkinﬁ boundary' was taken
as per the last DG level meeting
befween BDR and BSF held in
Dhaka in October, said.

Incidents of border ﬁll]ing,
kidnapping and snalching
away of harvested crop mainly

See page 11 col 2

Nasaka, BDR
trade fire on
Teknaf border

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Dec 28: Bor-
der guards of Myanmar and
Bangladesh exchanged fire at
Tumbru point of Teknafl border

last night, but no casualty was
ed, BDR sources .
The shootout began at 11-15

pm when Myanmar border
guard Nasaka fired mortar
shells targeting the Tumbru
border gt'ltgfost of BDR, the
source a :

BDR immediately started
firing in retaliation.

Nasaka fired 100 shells
while BDR fired 86 bullets in
the shootout that continued for
five minutes, BDR source said.

After the exchange of fire,
more BDR personnel were de-
Eluyed at all BOPs along the 271

m border that separated the
two neighbourly countries.

BDR sent a protest note to
Nasaka authorities this morn-
ing and asked for holding a flag
meeting immediately, sources
said.

Cop-criminal
collusion

By Staff Corresponden

One person, beaten up by a

g at New Market in the city
sought help from patrol police
but police told him that they
were helpless and advised him
to come to a settlement with the

Police also advised him not
to go to police station.
Mizanur Rahman, owner of
a leather goods factory, went to
a phone th at New Market
yesterday evening to make a
call. Some card phone sellers
aﬂpmached him to buy card
phones from them. Rahman
refused, saying he had some
t:arg] h;gnes.dd 3 |
of a sudden th ragged
him out of the booth aegd started
beating, Rahman told this cor-
respondent, ‘
Left by the gang after the
beating, Rahman ap%nachpd
Eatml police for help. They told
im that they were from
Dhanmandi thana, which did
not cover the area. The police-
men also suggested him to wait
for Lalbagh police who would
visit the area shortly. |
Rahman telephoned Lalbagh
police who advised him to wait
there. But no policeman came
from Lalbagh thana even a
twe hours, Rahman alleged.
The victim then contacte
traffic police. who advised him
to come to a settlement with the

gang.
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