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Hostages unlikely to be

freed soon : Analyst

NEW DELHI, Dec 28 : The hi-
jackers of an Indian Airlines
lane are not likely to free the
ostages soon, a defence expert
sald today, adding New Delhi
had badly botched the handling
of the crisis, reports AFP.

K. Subrahmanyam, a noted
defence analyst and commenta-
tor who was part of a hifack
management team in 1984
when a plane was held for 36
hours, told Star television
channel the drama was not
erl%r to end soon.

‘It's very difficult to say but
earlier hijackings have gone on
for as long as 17 days,” he said.

Subrahmanyam said nego-
tiations to free the hostages
would take time.

"It will take few rounds (of
talks) at least," he said.

Indian negotiators held their
first direct talks Monday with
Muslim militant hijackers
holding 160 hostages aboard
the airliner in the southern
Afghanistan town of Kandahar.

The hijackers, who took over
the plane on Christmas Eve, ex-
plained their demands during

Monday mornin
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Plane crash kills 6 in Colombia: s,

Colombian soldiers travelling
disappeared in the jungle bordering Panama likely were killed,
a top air force official said Monday, AFP reports from Bogota.

Debris from the Turbo Commander-1000 was found
on a mountain near Bahia Solano, some 610
km northwest of the capital, General Luis Garcia said. The craft
had disappeared from radar December 20 while on a flight
between Medellin and Bahia Solano,
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| in Guinea-Bissau: vy
Secretary General Koli Annan welcomed successful presidential
and legislative elections in the West African country of Guinea-
Bissau in a report published Monday, AFP reports from United

the talks, held through the con-
trol tower of Kandahar airport.
The hijackers have de-
manded the release of Maulana
Masood Azhar, a Pakistani Is-
lamic cleric arrested in India-
administered Kashmir in 1994.
Subrahmanyam said the In-
dian government had misman-
aged the hostage crisis, espe-
cially the public relations side.
"The government has not
handled it efficiently ... it

should have started reassuring
the lamilies of those on board,”
he said.

"It should have been reasstr-
ing the people rather than fu-
E[]]ing the anxieties of the peo-
ple.

He said mounting public
anger against what is being per-
ceived as government apathy
was based on the assumption
the hostages would meet a
bloody end.

"The people in India should
understand one thing -- the
possibility of hostages coming
to harm is not likely. In very
few cases the hijackers harm
the hostages physically ... (as)

in a military plane that

The elections, which took place November 28. constituted
forward in the ongoing transition to
democracy and the restoration of peace and normaley,” Annan
said. The elections should pave the way for a return to demoe-
racy in the small Portuguese-speakin

d'etat on May 7 against president Joao g

12 killed as train hit truck in Delhi: »

_ plowed through a truck c
pilgrims in southern India, killing 12 people andg;}jurmg 290
others Monday, domestic news agencies reported.

country after a coup
ernarcdo Vieira.

arrying

says from

The accidenit occurred as the truck tried to cross the track as
the Coimbatore-Madurai' Express train hurled toward it at
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Idaipatti, a village in Tamil Nadu slate, United News of India
news agency reported. Three people were hospitalised in critical
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they are an instrument to get
something else.”

When asked if Indian au-
thorities had erred in lettin
the hijacked plane to take o
from the northern Indian city
of Amritsar -- where it was
forced to land before going on to
Lahore in Pakistan, Dubai and
finally Afghanistan -- he was
evasive,

"l don't have the full facts,”
he said, but added: "If we are lax
and sloppy for 365 days, we are
not going to get efficient in one
day.”

He said Indian authorities
had to constantly be on their
guard against such incidents.

"We are living next to a ter-
rorist state,” he said, referring
to India’'s arch-rival Pakistan.
"We must understand that Pak-
istan is there to hit us.”

India says four of the hijack-
ers are Pakistanis, and has
identified them as Ahmed
Sheikh, S.A. Qazi, Ibrahim
Mistry and Syed Akhtar Syed.

Mistry is believed to be the
brother of the Pakistani cleric
whose release is being sought.
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militia provides water bottles to the hijackers for passen-
gers inside the Indian hijacked plane at Khandahar Air-

port yesterday.

— AFP photo

MOSCOW, Dec 28 : Russian
troops have gained the upper
hand in the Chechen capital
Grozny and were advancing to-
wards the city's centre as rebel
defenders ran out of ammuni-
tion, Russian Defence Minister
[gor Sergeyev was quoted as
saying loday by Interfax, re-
ports AFP.

Three days after launching
their long-awaited assault on
the rebel capital, Sergeyev said
the Russian forces. aided by
pro-Russian Chechen units
comnmanded by former Grozny
mayor Bislan Gantamirov,
“had turned the situation back
to their advantage.”

Chechen separatist fighters
in the city who had been putti
up stifl resistance to the feder
assauil were now running out of
ammunition. Sergeyev said.

The defense minister did not
specily which districts of
Grozny had fallen toe Russian
froops but said the soldiers,
who "were meeting with fierce
resistance,” were continuing to
advance towards the city's cen-
ter from all sides.

“The operation is moving

ahead acco to plan, with-
out haste.” sai "The

main thing is to t losses

- among our men as much as we

can and to avoid deaths

. the civilian population.”

Moscow says some 2,000
Chechen ters are still holed
up inside Grozny, where federal
troops launched a major offen-
sive to take the city on Satur-
day. Tens of thousands of civil-
lans are also believed trapped
in the city.

Earlier Tuesday. Gan-
lamign; sald his men had
seized Staroprom k a
western dlstgz? ﬂl%h"Emmy%

Chechen President Aslan
Maskhadov on Monday ur
Chechen fighters to defend their
besiged capital "to the end."

Chechens to be wiped
out unless they

surrender

PARIS, Dec 28 : The Chechen
rebels will be wiped out unless
they surrender, General Valery
Manilov, number two in the
Russian army command,
warned in a French newspaper
today, reports AFP.

the o -
ups the options of flee-
If they don't capitulate they

“"We're not giving
ised

wif

eral
daily.

be annihilated,”

the gen-
said 8

in the Liberation

small groups of "one or
two people” will be allowed to
escape the Russian federal
forces and escape into the
countryside. he a .

"Whatever they say, they
have sullered serious losses and
their line of command and
their troops have been de-
str E;:ld forces tl?em weak-

they are in process
of Ilée!ng defeated,” the general
said.

In order to di the "ban-
dits", the Russiﬂ:ggfnrm are
counting on the help of local
residents who are sting into
pro-Russian militias, he a :

Manilov said that since hos-
tilities began in the rebel
province in August, the Russian
trurtzﬁs had lost 465 men with a
further 1,310 injured.

These figures did not include
the death toll of interior min-
istry forces which is "not high,”
he was quoted as saying.

. Handling of plane hijack
Vajpayee risks a damaging
political fallout

NEW DELHI, Dec 28 : Indian
Prime Minister Atal Behari Va-

jpayee risks a damaging politi-

cal fallout from the Indian Air-
lines hijacking, amid mounting
criticism of the government's
handling of the crisis, reports
AFP. _

As the drama entered its fifth
day Tuesday, experts said Vaj-
payee's administration was in-
creasingly seen to be confused
about the issue -- the biggest
crisis this year since a two-
month conilict with Pakistan
in Kashmir.

Folitical commentator Ma-
hesh Rangarajan said the
Hindu nationalist premier, who
made national security a key
electoral plank before the
September-October national
elections, had failed to deliver
on that count,

"He [aces the devil's alterna-
tive," Rangarajan told AFP. "If
the hijackers' demands are met

with, he will be seen to be weak.
If it ends in tragedy, it spells
disaster.”

Rangarajan said Vajpayee
had in strongly ruling out
a compromise with the Muslim
militant hijackers who com-
mandeered an Indian Airlines

lane from Kathmandu to the
ndian city of Amritsar, before
flying it to Pakistan, Dubai and
Afghanistan, where it is now
parked. ; .

"What is unusual is that the
prime minister made a public
statement at the start of the cri-
sis that the government will not
give way at all. Now the reality
is that negotiators have been
sent to Afghanistan.

"The impression is that there
is more than one voice speakin
to the people and to the world a
large." '

A team of seven Indian nego-
tiators arrived in the southern
Afghan town of Kandahar late

Monday to start talks with the
hijackers.

- The negotiations continued
Tuesday on the hijacker's de-
mand for the release of a Pak-
istani cleric from an Indian
prison in exchange for the safe
return of the 160 passengers
and crew, | '

The hijackers killed one pas-
senger but freed 27 others,
mostly women and children. in
Dubai, The remaining passen-
gers were mainly Indian but in-
cluded a score of foreign na-
tionals.

- Rangarajan said the gov-
ernment had been forced into a’
high-stakes pame. in which it
had to deal "lirmly vis-a-vis the
hijackers and gently vis-a-vis
the hostages."

“The international spotlight
is on Vajpayee," he said."The
government is being tested
across-the-board in its negotia-
tions, succour and diplomaey.”

— ———
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The UNESCO-Sponsored MINES

III Conference of ministers in charge of sports and physical
education was held in Punta Del Este, Uruguay from November 30 to December 3.
Bangladesh Permanent Representative to UNESCO Ambassador Syed Muazzem Ali who led
the Bangladesh delegation at this conference was unanimously elected as the Chairman of
the Drafting Group. Ambassador Ali seen presenting the Punta Del Este Declaration at the
closing session of the conference.

Hijackers refuse to accept
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KANDAHAR, Alghanistan, Dec¢
28 : Hijackers holding 160
hostages aboard an Indian Air-
lines die:t in Afghanistan twice re-
fused to accept food for the
passengers, a Taliban official

today.

The hijackers refused to ac-
cept lunch and dinner for their
hostages on Monday because
they were angry that guards
from Afghanistan’'s ruling Tal-
iban militia surrounded the
plane. said Kandahar's airport
manager Haji Rahmat UHah.

But the hijackers did accept
a breakfast of eggs. bread and
mineral water on Tuesday, he
said.

"The surrounding of the
plane by the commandos made
them angry and so they refused
hnli'f]i lunch and dinner," Ullah
said. - Wi 28

Taliban guards surrounded
the aircraft on Monday after
the hii‘ackers warned they would
start killing passengers if their
dernands were not met within a
deadline,

The deadline passed with no
apparent violence after the Tal-
iban threatened to storm the
plane and New Delhi said they
wotild send negotiators. Negoti-

ations were still underwa
Tuesday. .

food for hostages
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Poor communications
hampers negotiations

Meanwhile, talks beiween
Indian negotiators and the hi-
jackers of an Indian Airlines
planc in Afghanisian are being
hampered by poor communica-
lions, Indian officials told rela-
tives of the hostages here today,

"The commurnication links

with the hijacked aircrafi are
pooi sid Keep on getting oul
off.” Indian Airhnes aoilicial

Vikram Badshah told a briefing
attended by several dozen fain-
ily members.

‘Nevertheless Lhe discus-
sions went on through he night.
They resumed this morning at
around. 10:00 a.m. - (10:30 am
BST.” he added.

“All on boeard are currently
sale. although they are sulffer-
mg from latigue and exhaus-
Lot Food is being served. Toi-

lets are being serviced and they

were allowed to change their
clothes from their hand bag-
gage.”

Joint secretary at the Civil
Aviation Ministry Sunil Arora
said the government had to be
selective in providing informa-
tion on the progress ol the nego-
tiations.
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Directorate General Defence Purchase

Ministry of Defence '
New Airport Road, Tejgaon, Dhaka-1215

Tender/Re-Tender Notice

l.  Sealed tenders in foreign currency are invited from bonafide manufacturers/dealers/suppliers/
indentors (enlisted firms and firms applied for enlistment in DGDP) for supply of the

following items fo sh Navy.
Name of Items & Qty - Date of Selling Date of | Currency | Tender No
. From | To | Opening i

1.  Spares for 27.12.99 03.02.2000 06.02.2000 F/C  6341/NP-2
Decompression Chamber
(Qty-13 L)

2. Spares for Upper Deck 27.12.99 03.02.2000 06.02.2000 F/C  6342/NP-2
DG (Qty-58 L/I)

3.  Spares for Diesel 27.12.99 03.02.2000 06.02.2000 F/C  6343/NP-2
Generator (Qty-120 L/1)

4,  Spares for Caterpillar 27.12.99 03.02.2000 06.02.2000 F/C  6344/NP-2
Main Engine (Qty-63 L/1)

5.  Spares for Main Engine  27.12.99 03.02.2000 06.02.2000 F/C  6345/NP-2
(Qty-a-196, b-95 L/I)

6.  Various size Rope 27.12.99 03.02.2000 06.02.2000 F/C  6346/NP-2
Manila (Qty-30 Coil)

7.  Spares for Diesel 27.12.99 03.02.2000 06.02.2000 F/C 6347/NP-2
Generator (Quy-12 L/T)

8.  Rigid Hull Inflatable 27.12.99 03.02.2000 06.02.2000 F/C  6348/NP-3
Boat with Engine (Qty-
02 Nos)

9. Spares for Ruston Diesel 27.12.99 03.02.2000 06.02.2000 F/C  6349/NP-2
Engine (Qty-2811./1)

10. Canvas Awning 36" 27.12.99 20.01.2000 23.01.2000 F/IC  6135/NP-3
width White Re-Tender

L Varsoos MS P

g artous MS Plate 27.12.99 20.01.2000 23.01.2 -

e, sl - -

5 Tender schedule with detailed specifications/conditions will be available
I/T selling rate (not refundable) during office hours between 0800 hours 1o 1300 hours. The

tender can be dropped latest by 1000 hrs and opened at 1005 hours on the specified date of
opening In the presence of tenderers (if present).
ISPR/Misc/99/915
DFP-28425-22/12

G-2178

on payment as per

Lt Commander BN
For Director General

Fighting rages at special
police HQs in Kashmir

SRINAGAR. India. Dec 28 ;
Fighting kept up for a second
day in the headquarters of the
Indian police counter-insur-
gency wing in the Kashmir capi-
tal Srinagar today, following a
daring assault by Muslim sepa-
ratists, reports AFP,

At least six people, includin
the acting head of the Specia
Operation Group (SOG] in Sri-
nagar. Superintendent Gan
Shyam, were believed to have
been killed and 15 more in-
jured. a police official said.

Around four heavily armed
Muslim militants forced their
way into the SOG headquarters

compound early Monday
evening and barricaded them-
selves into one building. ’

Army troops and paramili-
tary police were rushed to the
scene, bul were finding it diffi-
cult to flush the militants out,
the offictal said.

A Kashmiri Muslim sepa-
ratist group. the pro-Pakistan
Harkat-ul Mll_j-'-ﬂ'l]'{fl:‘f‘ﬂ. claimerl
responsibility for the attack.

In recent mouths, Muslim
militants fighting Indian rule
in Kashmir have carried out a
sertes of suicide raids against
key securily inslallations in
the Kashmir valley. :

A two-man attack on the
army headquarters in early:
November left six army per-
sonnel dead. Although the as-
sailants were also shot dead.
the attack sent shock' waves
through the Indian military,

Death toll mounts as fresh |
-storm hits France, Spain

PARIS, Dec 28 : A new killer
storm hit France and Spain late
Monday. just a day aiter Eu-

's worst ever tempest, with

| the total death toll topping 100

as a trail of destruction swept
across the continent, reports
AFP.

France bore the brunt of the
fierce winds for the second day
running. Monday's storm hit
the southwest of the country
leaving at least 12 dead and one
fisherman missing at sea,
Many were injured by falling
trees and debris.

. A further five le died in
northern Spain as storm-

force winds. which reached 150
kilometres per hour (93 mph] in
France, returned {o the Atlantic
coastline,

The new assault came as
EMETLENncy Services across west-
ern Europe struggled to clean up
the damage from Sunday’'s fatal
storms,

In France 40 people were
killed Sunday -- almost half the
toll of 82 counted on the day
atross Britain, France, Spain,
Belgium, Germany, Swilzer-
land. and Italy as the storm
swept eastwards.

forces on high
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Security tightened as 14 killed
in Pak sectarian shooting

HARIPUR, Pakistan. Dec 28 ;
Pakistan tightened security in
its northern areas today after
14 people were killed in a sec-
tarian shooting after a funeral,
local governmeni officials said,
reports AFP.

Mushin Shi'ite militants
opened fire Monday on a group
of Sunnis near a shrine in
Sikandarpur. a suburb of
tHaripur city, in northwestern
Pakistan.

Four Shi'ite gunmen shot at
the crowd of about 60 people.
They killed 13 immediately and
injured six, one of whom later
died in hospital. a hospital offi-
cial said.

Police were still hunting the
gunmen who fled after. the

shooting.

"We have put the security
alert.,” said Ataur
Rehman, a local administra-
tion official.

Shops and markets in the
city were closed and hundreds
sathered outside their homes
or the burial of the shooting,
victims, an AFP photographer
said.

The victims included Mo-
hammed Yunus, the city presi-
dent of Pakistan's largest fun-
damentalist party Jamaat-i-
Islami and Maulana T:'yyab. a
member of the radical Sunni
group Sipahi-Sahaba Pakistan,
witnesses said.

The killing was the first out-
break of sectarian violence in
Pakistan since the military
seized power in a coup in Octo-
ber, overthrowing prime minis-
ter Nawaz Sharil.

Pakistan has been pl by
sectarian attacks bl on re-
ligious militants in recent

years which have claimed hun-
dreds of lives.
Shi'ites make up about 20 per

cenl of the country’s 130 mil- |

lion population. who are

mostly Sunnis.

Monday's attack appeared to
be linked to a dispute between
the two sects over the construc-
tion of a room at a Shi'ite
shrine next to a graveyard
where a funeral was being held.

Mohammed Iqgbal, who wit-
nessed the killing. said crowds

returning after the burial of a
Sunni man, stopped at the
shrine and demanded builders
stop work on an extension.

The gunmen were guards su-
l::enrising the work at the site,
gbal said.

Sectarian blood-letting seri-
ously troubled Sharif's govern-
ment.

In the weeks before he was
deposed, a wave of sectarian at-
tacks left dozens of people dead,
including some prominent fig-
ures, and raised pressure on his
government to curb the blood-
letting,

‘Sharif. vowing tougher mea-
sures to stem the unrest, had
warned that terrorists trained
across the border in
Afghanistan. ruled by the
Sunni fundamentalist Taliban,
had been involved in the vio-
lence.

His government launched a
crackdown, detaining hundreds
ol religious militants from dif-
ferent groups, and offered cash
:’ttwards for the arrest of terror-
sts,

™
US condemns
lgacking of
Indran plane
WASHINGTON. Dec 28 : The
United States on Monday con-
demned as "inhuman” and "ter-
rorist” the Christmas eve hi-
jacking of Indian Airlines Air-
bus 300 now sitting on a
airstrip in Afghanistan where
negotiators conlinued a desper-
at: bid to end the crisis, reports
AFF.

‘We consider this tecrorist
act inhitman and we call for the
immicdiate sate release of all
hostages.” State Department
spokesman Philip Reeker said
in a statement.

"The United States govern-
ment condemns in

[the plane) and the holding of
60 passengers as hostages."

Jennifer Lopez

released

NEW YORK. Dec 28 : Police
here released actress Jennmifer
[.opez late Monday, bul charged
her rap star boyfriend Sean
"Pufi Daddy” Combs with pos-
session ol firearms and stolen
property aiter a shooting Inci-
dent here, police said, reports
AEFP. '

The couple were held for
questioning after shots were ex-
changed in an incident around
2:30 a.m. (1:30 pm B5T) at "Club
New York™ near Times Square.
A nine-millimetre revolver
found in Comh's vehicle was
later discovered Lo be stolen,

"They were charged with
criminal possession of a
weapon and criminal posses-
sion of stolen
York Police Department (NYPD)
spokeswoman Carmen Melen-
dez said.

'"VHP to build Ram
Temple, BJP has

nothing to do'

AYODHYA, Dec 28: The
Vishwa Hindu Parisahd (VHP)
vesterday said Ram Temple at
Ayvodhva would be constructed
by it on the advice of saints and
thial BJP had nothing to do with
that, reports PTL -

We are working under-the di-

+ rectives of saints and mahants
- of the country and the Ram

Temple construction work
would be started on their advice
only., VHP president Ashok
Singhal said addressing a con-
ference at party headquarters
here.

Fujimori to run
for third term

LIMA. Dec 28; Peru's Presi-
dent Alberto Fujimori said on
Monday he would run for an
unprecedented third term in
April's elections in a bid to con-
solidate his free market re-
forms and tough anti-rebel

licies of the last decade, re-
ports Reuters,

Polls show voters could re-
elect the two-term leader, the
hemisphere's longest-serving
democratically elected presi-
dent, despite economic down-
{urn, widespread human rights
criticism and opposition accu-
sations his candidacy is un-

constitutional.

Discovery lands

. CAPE CANAVERAL. Florida.
Dec 28 . The US space shuttle
Discovery landed at the
Kennedy Space Center here
Monday, completing its eight-
day mission to repair the Hub-
ble telescope., NASA said, re-
ports AFP,

The shuttle and its seven-
niember crew touched down at
7:0 »m. (6:01 am BST Tuesday)
ir  » night's dark sky, about
two hours behind schedule.

e The 1S 5 'rlrrﬂgl:nﬂg -earlier
postponed the shuttle’'s after-
noon landing due to strong
winds over Florida. The end of
the eight-day mission had orig-
inally been scheduled for 5:24
p.m. (4:24 am BST).

"We have crosswinds above
the acceptable limit for the
shuttle set at 15 knots.,” Na-
tional Aeronautics and Space
Administration spokeswoman
Etfleen Hawley said earlier
Monday.

the str-
tongest terins the hijacking of
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Office of the Executive Engineer (RHD)
Road Division, Dinajpur

Notice Inviting Tenders
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(RHD) Road Division, Dinajpur

1. Tender Notice
No
2.  Name of works

12 EE/DRD/1999-2000. ol
|

Construction of over bridge in front|

of Dinajpur Zilla School at 1st KM of}

property,” New |

Dinajpur-Birganj-Panchagarh road|
under Dinajpur Road Division during |
the year 1999-2000.

3.  Estimated cost Tk 56,45,787/- |
4. [Earnest money Tk 1.12,916/- ;i
5. Time allowed 120 (one hundred twenty) days,
for completion
of work
6. Eligibility of : ‘A to C' Special.
contractor
7. Name of offices 1) Divisional Commissioner,}
" where tender Rajshahi. |
document will 2) Executive Engineer (RHD), Road |
be sold Division, Rangpur/|
Dinajpur/Thakurgaon/Panchagar |
h/Nilphamari. |
3) Executive Engineer (RHD),|
Planning Division, Sarak|
Bhaban, Ramna, Dhaka. |
8. Name of offices 1) Addl Chief Engineer (RHD),}
where the Rangpur Zone, Rangpur. |
| tender bids will 2) Divisional Commissioner,}
be received Rajshahi. |
3) Superintending Engineer (RHD), |
Monitoring and Evaluation|
Circle, Sarak Bhaban, Ramn:.
Dhaka. |
4) Superintending Engineer (RHD), }
Road Circle, Dinajpur.
5) Executive Engineer (RHD), Road |
Division/Dinajpur/ Thakurgoan/|
Panchagarh/Nilphamari. |
9. Last date of 4-1-2000. |
selling tender
documents
during office |
hours |
I 10. Last date and Up to 12:30 PM on 5-1-2000. |
| time for
| receiving
: tender bids
’ 1. Date and time : - At 12:45 PM on 5-1-2000.
of opening
| tender bids
i 12. Date and time At 11:00 AM on 12-1-2000.
| of opening
bids (at the
office of the
1' U/s)
{ 13. Date of lottery At 11:00 AM on 16-1-2000.
| (if necy)
| 14. Chargeable 168-RBF.
| head
| Md Abdul Halim Meah
| DFP-28539-22/12 . 'e_'. E:',q (RHD)
=21 /9 s0ad Livision, Dinajpu




