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Premiership

LONDON, Dec 27:
L.ee Bowyer's win-
ner earned Leeds a
2-1 victory agai-
nst Leicester to
: keep them top of
the English Premiership yes-
terday. reports AFP.

Manchester United are still
two points off the pace after
taking 75 minutes to break
Bradiord down yet finished
with a quickfire 4-0 victory.

Everton had a real goal spree
with a 5-0 thrashing of Sunder-
land., who remained in third
spot as Arsenal failed to win at
Coventry, going down 3-2, in
the late game.

Duncan Ferguson mean-
while gave Newcastle a late
Christmas present with a goal
lo earn a point in a 2-2 draw at
home to Liverpool.

The match did not start well
for Leeds when Tony Cottee put
visitors Leicester ahead after
just 10 minutes, but before the
half-hour was up, Leeds had
pulled themselves level.

After good initial work from
Harry Kewell, Michael Bridges
shot in off the post in the 29th
minute,

Then in first half injury
time. Bowyer shimmied past a
couple of Leicester defenders
after a great pass from Bridges
before shooting home into the
Lop right-hand corner.

Kewell nearly made it 3-1
with a diving header after a
great pass from Bridges.

Leeds manager David
O'Leary praised his players for
dominating the match from
start to finish despite only
winning by the odd goal.

"We were superb from the
first minute through to the
90th. They got their goal
a%alm_—;t the run of play and
what we then had to do was keep
playing the way we had done.

“We then got our two goals
and in the second half their
keeper was the difference. He
was superb because we perhaps
should have had five or six."

Champions United were {lat-
tered by their winning scoreline
at Bradford,

it took them till the 75th
minute for them to open their
account when South Africa's
Quinton Fortune, on his full de-
but. scored after a David Beck-
ham cross.

Midfielder Fortune, a 1.5-
million-pound (2.3-million-
dollar)] buy from Atletico
Madrid in August. came within
inches of scoring in the first
half after hiltin§ the underside
of the crossbar from a freekick.

Dwight Yorke, on 79 min-
utes, Andy Cole on 87 and then
Roy Keane a minute later com-
pleted the goal spree.

Manager Sir Alex Fer
was particularly delight
the performance of
African international Q
Fortune who scored thé"Nrst
goal to put United on their way.

"'l was very pleased with him.
Ryan Giggs had a bit of flu, so 1
sent him home.

"Quinton’s been a bit unlucky
in that he got an ankle injury
when he first came but he's been
free of injury in the last two
months. ;

"It's just been a matter of get-
ting him involved in a few
games recently. He's got a great
appetite, a willingness to work
up and down and he showed
great temperament.

"The goal will help him but |
think he made a great all-round
contribution today."

Everton's Don Hutchison ﬁot
them off to a good start in the
16th minute against Sunder-
land, playing with England in-
ternational striker Kevin
Phillips. It was Hutchison
again who scored the second
from 22 metres on 26 minutes.

Francis Jeffers hit Everton's
Lthird on 41 minutes, then after
the break Mark Pembridge on
61 and Kevin Campbell, on 72,
linished off the goal jamboree.
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Leeds' Michael Bridges scores against Leicester at Elland Road. Leeds won 2-1.

Campbell, with his back to
goal. turned and fired the ball
home from six metres.

Newcastle's Alan Shearer
opened the scoring against Liv-
erpool after 12 minutes with his
17th goal of the season with a

little flick in from Nolberto
Solano's freekick.
Michael Owen, who has

scored in Liverpool's last five
games against Newcastle,
slipped a goal through from an
acute angle on the right for Liv-
erpool’s equalizer on 31 min-
utes and then put them ahead in
the 52nd minute.

Then came Ferguson's goal
in the 67th minute to draw mat-
ters level.

George Boateng and lan
Taylor hit second half goals for
Aston Villa who won 2-0 at
Derby County. Peter Atherton
scored a 28th minute winner for
Sheffield Wednesday in their 1-
O win at home to Middles-
brough.

Wednesday's skipper had
stayed up front after a corner

and, when Niclas Alexanders-
son whipped a right-wing cross
into the danger zone, he was
first off the mark to power the
ball past Mark Schwarzer from
close range.

Earlier, Chelsea without
Graeme Le Saux. Chris Sutton
and Dennis Wise, still managed
to win 2-1 at Southampton with
goals from Tore-Andre Flo.

It was the first time a Pre-
miership club had a starting
line-up'without a British. player

but manager Gianluea -Vialli

was quick to defend his team se-
lection,

"I never thought about it. I've
got a squad of 22 players and
the more ['ve got available then
the better it is," Vialli said.

"Sometimes a team picks it-
self because of injuries and sus-
pensions.” p

"We are an English team

with English players and for- -

etgn p!ai,-ers. It makes no differ-
ernce as long as we talk the same

‘I8 not important.”

— AFP photo

Jdanguage on the pitch.
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ad a few players out —
and unfortunately a few of them
were English — but nationality

. Croatia's Davor Suker
scored in the 86th for Arsenal,
giving the London club hope of
claiming a late equalizer, but it

was not to be.

Gary McAllister, thanks to a
deflection off defender Martin

Keown, put Coventry ahead af-

ter just six minutes and Moroc-
can Mustapha Hadji put them
two goals ahead five minutes
before the break.

Fredrik Ljungberg pulled one
back for the Gunners but Robbie
Keane scored Coventry's third,
hooking the ball back with the
outside of his right foot, to vir-
tually ensure victory despite
Suker's late score.

Tottenham Hotspur
Watford 4-0 and

beat
imbledon

eamned a 2-2 draw at home to
West Ham in other games.

Chelsea's Tore Andre Flo makes an attempt on the Southampton goal. Chelsea won 2-1. —
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Ghatail Cantonment.

Cantonment.

at the top of the envelope.

ISPR/Army/99/922
DFP-28418-22/12
G-2172

Notice of Tender
Military Engineer Services

I. Applications are invited by AHQ, QMG's Br, DW &
CE (Army) Dhaka Cantt for issue of tender documents for the

a. Construction of 1 X 16 OR's quarter (8 storied with 8
storied foundation) including internal/external services.
furniture and lift for Station Headquarters af Saidpur

b. Construction of 1 X 8 'D' type Officers quarter (5
storied with 5 storied foundation with garage facilitics in
ground floor) including internal/external services and furniture
for Station Headquarters at Jessore Cantonment.

¢. Construction of 1 X 8 'D' type quarter (5 storied with 5
storied foundation with garage facilities in ground floor)
including internal/external services for Station Headquarters at

d. Construction of 1 X 20 BOQ over under construction |
X 20 BOQ (2nd & 3rd floor over 1st floor) with batman
accommodation including internal/external services and
furniture at CMP Centre and School area at Ghatail

e. Construction of 1 X 20 BOQ over under construction I
X 20 BOQ (2nd & 3rd floor over Ist floor) with batman
accommodation including internal/external services and
furniture for Station Headquarters at Ghatail Cantonment.

f. Construction of 1 X 16 JCO's quarter (8 storied with 8
storied foundation) with lift including internal/external
services and furniture at Shaheed Yousuf Road Area for
Station Headquarters at Dhaka Cantonment.

2. Eligible contractors may apply for tender documents as
per MES Regulations.Interested MES enlisted 'A’, 'B'. & 'C’
class contractors may apply quoting their class, Index
numbers. Contractors must have VAT registration. VAT and
other taxes are payable as per rules. Applications should be
submitted to this Directorate within 07 days from the date of
publication of the advertisement mentioning name of works

3. Authority reserves full power to accept/cancel any/all
applications without assigning any reason.

DW & CE (Army)
Dhaka Cantt

AFP photo
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Penev named
Bulgaria’s coach
of the century

SOFIJA, ' Dec 2T
(Reuters/Internet): Former head
coach Dimitar Penev, who led
Bulgaria to the World Cup
quarter-finals for the first time
in their history in 1994, was
voted soccer coach of the cen-
tury in Butﬁaria on Monday:.

Penev also took Bulgaria to
their first European champi-
onship finals in 1996 but when
the side failed to progress past
the first round the country's
soccer body sacked him and he
returned to CSKA Sofia.

Penev began his coaching
career in 1978 with Second Di-
vision Dimitrovgrad and has
had three spells as CSKA coach
since 1979 as well as jobs in
Kuwait and Saudi Arabia.

Penev's second stint with
CSKA between 1985 and 1990
brought the club three league
championships and three Bul-
garian Cups and also took them
to the European Cup semifinals
in 1989,

Under his leadership CSKA,

who have been champions 28
times, are second after 15
rounds of the current Bulgarian
league season. The team ended
fifth last season.
_ Penev's nephew Lyuboslav
Penev was elected CSKA presi-
dent earlier this year and quit
his career as a striker with
Celta Vigo.

Bulgarian fans remember
Penev as one of the country's
best central defenders with 364
matches in the first division
and 90 appearances for his
country,

BRASILIA, Dec 27: Corinthi-
ans midfielder Edilson was
elected player of the year in the
Brazilian league and Oswaldo
de Oliveira of the Sao Paoclo
club earned the coach's award,
the Brazilian federation (CBF)
said on Sunday, reports AFP.

Corinthians were crowned
Brazilian champions for the
second consecutive year and
third time this decade an
Wednesday night following a 0-
0 draw against Atletico
Mineiro.

‘English Div One
Man City return
to top

LONDON, Dec 27: Manch-
ester City leapfrogged over Hud-
dersfield to reclaim top spot in
the English first division table
on Sunday as (f{uals from Danny
Granville and Shaun Goater
sealed a 2-0 victory at West
Bromwich, reports AFP.

Huddersfield. who started

fer 1 dhead.
harlton struck twice in a
minute in their 2-1 win over
Crystal Palace. who had taken
an early lead when teenager
Andy Martin put them in front
with his first goal for the club.

John Salako netted against
his old team-mates and Martin
Pringle knocked in the winner
to move Alan Curbishley's side
up to third place.

Fulham slipped a place in
the table as Ipswich extended
their unbeaten run to nine

ames in a 0-0 draw at Craven
ottage.

Substitute lan Moore
snatched vi-.:-tugv for Stockport
with his second goal in injury
time in a 3-2 scoreline against
Wolverhampion,

Moore, on the bench because
he was delayed by motorway
hold-ups. had equalised after
Neil Emblen and Ludovoc Pollet
gave Wolves the advantage be-
fore the break. cancelling out
Tony Dinning's opener.

Barnsley's Craig Hignett
scored twice to bring his tally to
live goals in two games h&gnre
Matt Appleby rounded off a
convincing 3-0 victory away to
Grimsby,
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(il sets birthday plans

MADRID, Dec 27
(Reuters/Internet)
- Suspended
Atletico Madrid
chief Jesus Gil has
revived plans to
stand in next
year's Spanish general election,
with the poll likely to fall on
the flamboyant businessman's
67th birthday.

. Gil, who heads the Grupo In-
dependiente Liberal party, or
GIL. and is also mayor of the
seaside town Marbella, was last
week temporarily removed as
Atletico president amid inves-
ligations by Spain's high court
into alleged embezzlement at
the First Division club.

The construction ma
party commands considerable
support in the south of Spain
and in the North African en-
claves of Ceuta and Melilla.
Some political analysts’ have
said a pufulist right-winger
such as Gil could eat into the
support of the mlin%ccntrc-
right Popular Party (PP).

ate's .

JESUS GIL

The PP has a slim lead in
opinion polls over the Socialist
opposition.

Gil previously said he would
not stand in the election but the
latest allegations -- vehemently
denied by Gil -- appeared to
have changed his mind. .

‘l would rather die sick in
jail than not stand in the gen-

eral election.” Gil told Spanish
television. "This kind of bru-
tality cannot exist in Spain in
2 ‘H

The PP said last week the
election was likely to be held on
March 12 and Gil was clearly
relishing the fight in the run-up
to what he hopes will be a spe-
cial birthday celebration.

"Between now and my birth-
day on March 12 were %ﬂing to
explain to the whole of Spain
precisely what has been done to
me and what is being done to
me,"” he told Antena 3 television
on Sunday.

A PP spokesman said on
Monday the party was uncon-
cerned at Gil's decision io stand
and that the party's election
chances were in its own hands.

Gil was jailed and subse-

uently released on bail earlier
this year under separate
charges of embezzlement and
falsilying documents relating
to publicity contracts between
Marbella and Atletico Madrid,
accusations he has also denied.

MANCHESTER,
Dec 27(Internet
report): Sir Alex
* Ferguson has or-
dered Manchester
United nd
staff to sort out Old Trafford's
alrocious pitch, before their

next home game in four weeks.

Ferguson is losing patience
with the pitch and blasted the
surface as "terrible” after the
Boxing Day win over

Bradford.

The Old Trafford surface. de-
spite being re-laid four times in
the past 19 months, remains
the worst in the Premiership.

Ferguson said: "The pitch
was very heavy. It was terrible
and the players would need to be
Trojans to get through that. "We
can give a bit of thought to our
next game because it's a month
away and we have to make sure
the pitch is in good condition
for that game.”

Ferguson is adamant that
head groundsman Keith Kent
and his staff improve the sur-
face ahead of United's next
home game against Arsenal on
24 January.

Fortunately, Kent and his
team have four weeks to work
on the gllr:h because United will
be in Brazil competing in the
World Club Championship.

It looks likely, though, that
United will have to re-lay the
pitch again in the summer to
try to solve the problem.

The grass was originally dug
up in May 1998 because the
crown had become too high and
speclators in the front seats
could not see the opposite side.

The pitch did not bed in
properly and was dug up again
that October. United thought
they had cracked the problem
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SIR ALEX FERGUSON

when they laid a new surface in
May, but that did not work and
it was dug up two months ago.

This fourth surface has
failed because of the heavy rain
in November and December.,

"We still ]pmdur:ed some great
moments ol football in the first
half but there was a period in
the second half

Pitch getting on Fergie's nerves

where %’D'l felt that all the
work they had done would get a
result for them.

‘We were always going to
make SUhElItll“ﬂjI';ﬁ:g“'Sg all
about when and who. You don't
only bring two players on;
vou're bringing a freshness on. |
think that was the key for us.”

Ferguson heralded Quinton
rortune after the South African
ended his full Manchester
United debut with a goal.

Fergie said: "I was very
leased with him. Ryan Giggs
ad a bit of flu, so I sent him

home,

"Quinton's been a bit unlucky
in that he got an ankle injury
when he first came but he:'sjbem
free of

injury
months.

in the last two

"It's just been a matter of get-
ting him involved in a few
games recently. He's got a great
appetite, a willingness to work
up and down and he showed
greal temperament,

"The goal will help him but I
think he made a great all-round
contribution today.”

[t took United 75 minutes to
break the deadlock, but when
they did. three more quickly
followed. "I don't '

think we made hard work of
it. I think the pitch and the way
they set their game out meant it
would be a hard struggle,” Fergie
continued. '
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game ended 2-2. .
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Newcastle's Kieron Dyer is caught between two
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Liverpool players at St James' Park. The
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LONDON, Dec 27
(Reuters/Internet)
. Arsene Wenger
contemplated the
eight-point gap
—aid  between Arsenal
and English league leaders
Lecds United on Sunday and
sighed.

Danny Wilson looked at the
nine points that bottom side
Sheffield Wednesday have
taken from their 18 Premier
League games this season and
saw reasons to be cheerful.

"You've got to put everythin
into context,” as Sunderlan
manager Peter Reid said after
his team, third ahead of Arse-
nal, suffered a surprise 5-0
mauling by Everton.

"There's always slilver lin-
ings.”

Wenger was not that opti-
mistic alter Arsenal, who enter-
tain Leeds at Highbury on Tues-
day, blew a chance to go third
{ust five points adrift of the
eaders.

They lost 3-2 at 13th placed
Coventry City -- the three goals

1:5! ;

conceded sending a shockwave

through lans unused to seeing
their club let in more than one
or two.

Last season. Arsenal con-
ceded just 17 godls in the league
and finished runners-up to
Manchester United. The three
al Highfield Road took their
tally so far to 20. They have 36
points to Leeds' 44,

'It's very disappointing .
physically it cost us a lol today
and ol course mentally il's very
disappointing to lose a game."
said a flu-stricken Wenger. He
realises his team are now well
off the pace. "Very far. it's quite
simple.”

Defenders Tony Adams and
Martin Keown. and goalkeeper
David Seaman, were returning
from injury while Dennis
Bergkamp was absent and
French striker Patrick Vieira
does not return from a seven-
match suspension until next
week.

“It's a team problem, not a
back four problem. Sometimes
when players come back after
four or five weeks it takes them
one or two weeks to be match fit
again,” added Wenger.

Wilson, the manager who
took Barnsley up to the Premier
League and straight back to the
first division, has looked likely
to take Wednesday down to the
[irst division as well -- if he re-
mains in the job long enough.

Wednesday had won just
once in 17 games and conceded
42 goals -- more than any other
premiership club and also as
many as they let in last season.

But on Sunday the manager
was celebrating a clean sheet
and the end of the worst losing
start (o a premier league season
after Wednesday beat Middles-
brough 1-0.

While the four clubs above

going right fbr We ﬁger

them all lost, Wednesday moved
up to two points adrift of Wat-
ford. They had won their last
home game of the millennium
at Hillsborough.

"We can defend. We are better
than some of the games we lost
this year has suggested,” Wilson
said,

‘I can't give enough praise
because there's been a lot of
pressure on them. | always
thought if we can get that win
we could pull ourselves back
into this little group (above us)
and we're doing that,” added
Wilson.

"Today you saw a true
Shefflield Wednesday perfor-
mance. When everyone does
their job correctly, we are a de-
cent side."

Smertin
Russia's
pride
MOSCOW. Dec 27: Lokomo-

tiv Moscow midfielder Ahf::{li
Smertin has been voted Russia's

player-of-the-year, reports
Reuters. _
Smertin, 24, is the first

Lokomotiv player to win the
award after leading his side to
second place in the Russian
championship. He received 410
votes in a nationwide poll
among 221 soccer journalists.
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