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The Sight Savers
| International is celebrating its
50 years of "saving sight and
changing lives" all over the
world this year with a renewed
pledge to prevent blindness
among more people than

before.

Besides ge up its own
projects in Bangladesh and
elsewhere in ia, Latin
America and Africa, the Sight
| Savers has joined the VISION
2020 glo cam spon-
sored by the World Health

tion (WHQO) as its key
er to eliminate avoidable
lindness.

Today, of an estimated 180
million people worldwide, who
are visually disabled, between
40 to 50 million persons are
blind and, by definition, can not
walk about unaided. They are
: : . usually in need vucaunn;f and
r s ottt By R AT social support

T R R The loss of sil ght causes enor-

M SSAGE | mous ‘human suff for the

As President of Sight Savers International, it gives me plea- affected individuals and their
sure to send greetings to the people of Bangladesh,

families. It also represents a
public health, social and eco-
Since the foundation of Bangladesh, Sight savers has been
{ working in partnership with local org
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numu:l:aﬁ:rublem for countries,
anisations to prevent especially the developing ones,
blindness and train incurably blind people to lead active and

| where 9 out of10 of the world's
productive lives. During that time, hundreds of thousands blind live. In fact, around 60
people have had their vision restored by a cataract operation |

per cent of them reside in sub-
or received sight saving treatment.

The new projects at Gopalganj and Sylhet mark a great step
forward in our partnership with government to combat the
tragedy of blindness and I wish them every success..

Saharan Africa, China and
other parts of East Asia.

|  Approximately, 50 per cent of
the world's blind suffer from
cataract. The majority of the
remaining persons are blind
from condition that include,
among others, glaucoma, tra-
choma, onchocerciasis . (com-
monly known as river blind-
ness] and different conditions
of childhood blindness.
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paign in 19 thanas of the dis-

tricts of Sylhet, Sunamganij
and Hobiganj. They will

perform as many as 18,000

LS

efforts, commencing with, orga-
nized trachoma control activi-
ties, the global burden of blind-
ness is growing largely because
of the population growth and
ageing.

If additional resources are

lobal dri

spite a half .gentury of _

.....

not urgently mobilized and
efforts are not made to curb

this trend 2020 the global
lh:ri.lrden of blindness can dou-
5 :

According to World Health
Organisation (WHQ) estimates,
about B0 per cent of the global
blindness is avoidable. It
results either from the condi-
tions that could have been pre-
vented or controlled if the avail-
able knowledge and interven-
tions had been timely lied

a
(e.g trachoma and river Eindr
ness) or it can be successfully
treated with the sight restored
(e.g. cataract).
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Special Supplement

ve to eliminate
avoidable blindness

of international NGOs, includ-

ing the Sight Savers
International, as already
launched a common agenda,

to sight-- in this respect for
global action. The Sight Savers
International is one of the
founding members of the
VISION 2020.

From among the many caus-
es of avoidable blindness, five
conditions have been identifie
as immediate priorities wiihin
the framework of Vision 2020).

The choice of these conili-
tions is based on the burden ot
the blindness they represe it
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Significant progress in the
prevention of avoidable blind-
ness has already been made
through individual efforts of the
international community,
including those by the WHO
and its member states, other
UN agencies, NGOs and the pri-
vatle sector.

Given the scope of the prob-
lem, the time has come for a
major focused and concerted
international effort to combat
avoidable blindness. The WHO,
in partnership with a task force

cataract surgeries over a two
year period. This will make a
significant impact in the
North East of the country to
reduce the number of
cataract backlogs. (The coun-
try as a whole needs more
than 150,000 cataract surg-
eries a Jear to clear the annu-
al incidence of cataracts and
the present level of cataract
surgeries is estimated to be
about 50,000).

Late Sir John Wilson, who
founded the Royal |
Commonwealth Society for |
the Blind, and who was him-
self blind, knew Bangladesh
very well and had visited on
many occasions. I know, had |
he been alive today, he would |
have been delighted to hear of

To make its 50th anniversary
the Sight Savers International -
| -- Royal Commonwealth Soclet
for the Blind --- a Britis
Charity, has launched a
CATARACT CAMPAIGN to
reduce the growing risk of
| blindness, which is increasing

about 1-2 million per year due
to both enlarging and ageing of
world population.
I An estimated 25 million blind

people live in Asia, 7 million in
Africa and two million in Latin
America. Of this, 50 per cent is

This year the Royal
Commonwealth Society for
the Blind, whose Patron is
Her Majesty The Queen, will
celebrate its 50th
Anniversary. Better known by
its active title of "Sight Savers

1 ti " ‘ this initiative resulting in so treatable while 20-30 per cent
S?:E?t? hﬂaldeciéﬁqu cé]l: many lives being changed for | is preventable. The Sight Savers
brate its m“rm not with the bﬁttﬂr- I.'nternatlﬂnﬂl [SSI] be ieves ﬂ'lﬂt

t public ceremonies but May I add my own personal approximately about three

quarters of blindness can be

y undertaking crash pro- Wwarm congratulations to a
mes to reduce the back- society which has done so eliminated if service are made
og of cataract surgeries in much good for the world and available to at risk sectors of
I dﬂglﬂpmg countries. for adesh, and is still so I the society,

active and young at heart. According to available statis-

tics Ban,%ladesh has about 1.5
million blinds including bilater-
‘al and 0.1 million new cases
| every year. Of them at least 60
per cent (about one million -
7,50,000}) is blind due to
cataract, whereas the present
! \ performance level of cataract

In Bangladesh, SSI, in

partnership with the govern-
ment of Bangladesh and the
Voluntary Association for
Rural Development (VARD)
g\ Will launch a cataract cam-

MESSAGE

D C WALKER, CMG, CVO
BRITISH HIGH

COMMISSIONER IN |

surgeries by NGO, government
and private sector is estimated

to combat blindness to be only 50000 every year.
Therefore, the problem of
lennium.

backlog of cataract patients in
| the country, which is increas-

ing substantially due to gap
between the need and the cur-
rent performance levels, will
soon turn out to be major

In Bangladesh Sight Savers
has fund over 800,000
cataract s®geries since
1973. This surgeries were.
done as an outcome of over

10 millions eye examinations | | national threat. According to an
conducted in rural eye camps | estimate, year, an addi-
and eye hospitals established | | tional of T ﬁﬂgm become blind
in partnership with local ser- from cataract in desh.

vice providers. Also we helped To combat the challenge the

to
restore sight for the next mil- J
|
|
|
|

our project partners to take
the benefit of IOL implanta-
tion surgery to the poor com-

Sight Savers, which has been
ca in eye care services in
Bangladesh since 1973, has

munities through subsidized decided to reintroduce field
SR Smeaes = scrvices. In order to mit level cataract surgeries to per-

I mit greater access of rural
patients.

Under Cataract Campaign,
two mobile operation threatres
(MOT), fully equipped with
| trained ophthalmic staff and
medical equipment for micro-

We are going to celebrate
our 50th Anniversary at a
time when we are all prepar-

|

|

r capacity building initiatives
| ing to welcome the next mil-

|

|

|

in terms of providing training
and equipment.

Sight Savers International
is proud of its project part-
ners who have spectacularly

lennium. We have 50 years of
experience to face new chal-

lenges. World Health  demonstrated their great sin- surgery and Intra Ocular (IOL)
Organization (WHO) has cerity, dedication and hard Lens implantation service, have
recently launched vision been put into service to perform

work towards resto sights
of th

2020 asking for national ini- and changing lives e poor

Thana Health

surgeries at

tHative for elimination of communities of the country. Complexes (THCs) in Sylhet
avoidable blindness by the On this day I wish to recog- and Maulvibazar districts. The
end of year 2020. nize and appreciate the THCs will also receive referred
Cataract being the major tremendous contribution || | eve patients screened by Union
cause, Bangladesh needs to made by our valued partners, level health care centres.
perform 2000 cataract surg- Government officials, The MOTs are visiting THC
| eries per annum per million National Institute of hﬂﬂpﬂﬂﬁ on planned days and
| of population in order to elim- Ophthalmology, volunteers periorming surgeries of
| Inate blindness. To achieve and local leaders in the cataract patients, who have

been identified earlier through
screening programme at differ-
ent levels of THCs. The pre-
operative and post-operative
care to the admitted patients
are being provided by the THCs.
Mobile medical team, in addi-
tion to surgical services, is

reduction of blindness.

Wishing you all the best
and a very happy new millen-
nium.

M JALALUDDIN KHAN

Country Representative,
Bangladesh J

this, it is essential to include
| Primary Eye Care (PEC) as
| one of the components of
Essential Service Package
(ESP) of Primary Health Care
| (PHC) program of the govern-
| ment. This presents a great
§ challenge for all of us working

‘Cataract

w&glaucoma. ..o, and

and the feasibility and afford-
ability of interventions to pre-
vent and treat them. These are
cataract, trachoma, onchocerci-
asis, childhood blindness ane!
refractive errors and low vision.

Other disorders, such as
. dlake tiv
retinopathy, do not at presert
‘meet all these criteria. However,
the global initiative progresses.
priorities are likely to inclule
these challenges.

CATARACT, which rvlers t
clouding of the crysta'line lors

of the eye, stands out as the
first priority amongst the major
causes of the blindness. Today,
an estimated 20 million of peo-
ple are blind from this condi-
tion alone. Cataracts are not
generally amenable to preven-
tion but  currently available
SUrgery can restore near nor-
mal vision in a large proportion
of the cataraet blind.

The number of cataract oper-
ations per million population
per year (cataract surgical rate
or CSR) is a useful measure of
the delivery of the eye care in
different settings. There is cur-
rently a wide variation in the
CSR from country to country
and even within countries,
ranging from an estimated5000
in the USA to anmﬂmalel}r
200 in the whole of Africa.

In poorer countries, financial
and cultural barriers often exist
tv accessing surgical services
eren where available. In addi-
tion. productivity in terms of
surgical services is low. It is
+m Isaged that under the Vision
<020 there will be a marked
liicrease In the number of
ciitaract surgeries performed,
particularly in the developing
wi el

I Jdlobal terms.it is neces-
Sary 1o increase the currently
e~tiinated seven million
cataract operations to 12 mil-
likn i the year 2000 and 20
millian in 2010.By the .year
2020,1he final target should be
32 nillion cataract surgery
Annually,

in addition, the global initia-
‘e will place emphasis on
1 hieving:

* High success rate in terms
ol.restored vision and guality .of
lile outcomes.

* Affordable and accessible
services, especially for under-
served populations.

* Measure to overcome barri-
ers and increase the use of ser-
vices.

Sponsored by : Qugsem Foundation
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We are proud to

1971.

doing follow-up and post opera-
tive evaluation on probable
cases.

in remote rural areas and can
not afford to come to city based
hospitals due to financial diffi-

The Sight Savers International restored eye
sight to over eight lakh Bangladeshi people
and offered treatment to over one crore eye
patients since 1973. At present the Sight
Savers is engaged in sight restoration, reha-
bilitation, education and IOL Training
Programmes for the blind with its following
partners: (1) BNSB—Sirajganj (2) Bogra
Chirstian Hospital (3) BNSB—Comilla (4)

Quasem Foundation (5) Magu

ra Shishu

Hospital (6) Cox’s Bazar Baitush Shara
Hospital (7) M A Ispahani Institute o

Ophthalmology
(8) Voluntary

and Islamia Eye Hospital
Association for Rural

Development (9) BNCB-For Gopalganj

National Eye Care Pilot Project

&

Bangladesh National Blindness Survey
Project (10) Assistance for Blind Children
(11) Rangpur Unnayan Samajik Sangstha

It is widely believed that the
MOT is the quick mode of
reaching eye patients who live

culties, illiteracy and social

backwardness. The MOTs are of
special benefit for the women

Camp aign

and child eye patients who are
generally deprived of medical
care due social stigma and lack
of facilities for physical move-
ment,

The MOT service will help
overcome the problems of
reaching the eye care service to
the so far unattended poor
patients and widen the scope of
reducing the backlog cataract
patients living in villages spread
over the country.

Besides, the activities of the
MOTs in rural areas are gener-
ating awareness among the
people of all strata of the society
about the need for accessing
eye care services.

To ensure quality treatment
and building up confidence in
the mode of service among eye
patients all surgeries by the
MOT teams are being done
under microscope.Thus the I10OL
implant services have been
taken to the doorstep of rural
people ensuring better visual
rehabillitation.

With a view to initiating the
cataract campaign in

Bangladesh, SSI has included

19 thanas (local administrative
areas) of Sylhet, Sunamganj
and Habiganj districts under
the first ever national eye care
project.

Sight Saver

s International

at a glance

Sight Savers International
(SS]) is the UK's leading charity
dedicated to preventing and
curing blindness in developing
countries. It was founded as the
British Empire Society for the
Blind in 1950. Our first direc-
tor, Sir John Wilson, who is
himself blind, played a key role
in developing a number of pio-
neering programmes.

In 1958 our title changed to
the Royal Commonwealth
Soclety for the Blind and in
1987, following a very success-
ful Blue Peter appeal of the
same name, we adopted the
title Sight Savers, as it more
closely represents what we do.

We currently operate in over
20 developing countries in
Africa, Asia and the Caribbean.
From the outset Sight Savers
has worked in partnership with
governments and voluntary
organisations to maximise the

impact of our programmes.
MILESTONES
The Fifties
Surveys In East Africa

showed 80% of blindness was
preventable or curable.

Studies in West Africa
revealed the scale of the river

blindness (onchocerciasis)
problem and investigated ways
of controlling it.

Eye clinics were set up in
Nigeria and surgical services
started in East Africa

Rural training chemes for
blind people enable them to
play their part in village life.

The Sixties

Work expanded into Asia,
with eye camps in Pakistan and
India providing mass cataract
surgery, Mobile Eye Units start-
ed work in Africa, travelling
thousands of miles to bring eye
care to rural communities.

Successful pilot scheme in
Nigeria sh that blind chil-
dren could be educated in stan-
dard schools, with support
from specialist travelling teach-

ers
The Seventies

Base eye hospitals estab-
lished in India to provide year-
round care.

Fund set up to supply blind
pupils with braille and math-
matics equipment.

Played a key role in establish-
ing the International Agency for
the Prevention of Blindness to
coordinate the global fight

against blindness.
The Eighties

Training of local staff seen as
key to long-term eye care.
Helped to establish training
course in Malawl which now
serves much of central and
south Africa.

African Braille Computer
Development began producing
textbooks for blind pupils.

Development of Community -
Based Rehabilitation, providing
individual training for blind
people in their own homes.

Blue Peter's Sight Saver cam-
paign on BBC children's TV
broke all previous records, rais-
ing over Pound 2 million for our
work in Africa.

The Nineties
Development of
Comprehensive Eye Care

Service (CES), linking eye care,
education and rehabilitation
services in a defined district

SSI- supported Mectizan dis-
tribution programmes protect-
ed four million people against
River Blindness.

Bringing benefits of modern
cataract surgery to poor com-
munities through helping to set
up training courses in new

initiative to eliminate

essly blind, the right to sight.
[ wish every success to

blindness in Bangladesh.

As Executive Director of the Sight Savers International it

Elves me enormous pleasureg to send rng ﬁﬂngralulatlnns and
est wishes on the celebration of the 50t

Sight Savers International by its Dhaka office.

have been active in the fight against blind-
ness in Bangladesh since the foundation of the country in

The celebration is particularly satisfying for the Sight Savers
International, coinciding as it does with the launch of Vision
2020, and our joint contribution to Bangladesh to this global
the main causes of blindness in order to
five all people of the world, particularly the millions of need-

Si
Bangladesh and look forward in
ening our partnershin with government and rion-government
organisations so that we can, together, tackle and overcome
| both the humanitarian and socio-economic challenges of

anniversary of the

t Savers programme in
e years ahead to strength-

Executtve Director

As we Sight Savers
International celebrate 50
years of global blindness pre-
vention, | have great pleasure
in sending my best wishes to
all our partners in
Bangladesh on the occasion.
It was due to their sincere
and continued cooperation
the Sight Savers could
achieve a great headway in
carrying eye care services,
including high quality care, to
the doorsteps of the vast rural
masses of the country,

Sight Savers have so far
restored sight to over four
million cataract sufferers but
with the number of blind pop-
ulation rising fast due to
greater longevity the dream of

reducing blindness  still
remains a far cry. Sight
Savers is, therefore, also

working on developing a per-
manent and sustainable eve
care service avallable all the
year round.

To face challenges of the
new millennium, the Sight

Savers, as one of the founding
members of the WHO initia-
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ain causes of

eradicate the
avoidable blindness by the
year 2020.

Let the spirit of our 50
yvears of "Saving Sight and
Changing Lives" inspire us to

work more hard with dedica-
tion to the cause of the wel-
fare of those unfortunate mil-
lions who could be brought
back to the life of dignity
through tender care.

CATHERINE CROSS,

tive --Vision 2020, firmly DIRECTOR
believes that international !
\Jevel collaboration will help OVEESEAS FROGRAMME,

Sight Savers International
has been working with part-
ners in Bangladesh since
1973 to combat blindness,
focussing on restoring sight
to the curable blind and pro-
viding .rehabilitation services
to the incurably blind.

We believe that these have
been productive partnerships
and hundreds of thousands
of Bangladeshis have benefit-
ed from these joint pro-
grammes with both govern-
ment and non-government
partners. All those involved in
the struggle for sight must be
sincerely congratulated on
the part they have played in
this noble endeavour.

The celebration of the 50th
anniversary of the Sight
Savers International this year
marks Bangladesh's system-
atic response to Vision 2020,
a new WHO global initiative,
aiming at eliminating pre-
ventable blindness from
cataract and four other key
diseases within the next 20
years.

The challenge is enormous

,

yet we are convinced that
together with all our partners,
we can make a meaningful
contribution to this worthy
aim and lift the scourge of
blindness from thousands |
more Bangladeshis, enabling |
them to live full lives as active
and productive citizens of the

country.
RONNIE GRAHAM
REGIONAL DIRECTOR,
SOUTH ASIA & CARIBBEAN |

techniques and supporting
Indian manufacture of replace-
ment lenses.

Development of partners’
operating effectiveness and
fundraising capacity, with a
view to phasing out SSI sup-

port.

50th Anniversary
[n 1999 we are marking 50
years of saving sight and
changing lives with a Cataract
cam which aims to re?tnge
sight to over 400,000 ple by
thi%:hend of the year 2%?}. This
campalgn is the UK's first
major contribution to Vision

2020, a unique International
collaboration which aims to
help eradicate the main causes
of avoidable blindness by the
year 2020.5Sight Savers was one
of the four founding members
of Vision 2020.
Fundraising in the UK

At Sight Savers we are heavi-
ly dependent on support from
the general public, with almost
80% of our income coming from
individual donations and lega-
cies. We also receive funding for
a number of projects from the
Department for International
Development and the European
Community,



