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Phone Cé]]s_ and After

UR early merning advisory note to opposition
leader Begum Zia, in view of the PM's abortive
phone calls to her on Sunday, would be this: please
ive Sheikh Hasina a return call if you have not
one so already. Apart from the expectation of a
courtesy begetting courtesy, both of you must know
that the whole world is watching you with a bated
breath for an early resolution of the stand-off be-
tween you two.

That said, we cannot help commenting on the
informal, somewhat impulsive style in which the
PM tried an ice-breaker with the leader of the op-
position and the equally tentative, even whimsical
manner in which the latter withheld her immedi-
ate response to it. The Prime Minister in her meet-
ing with the OCAB on Sunday said that she dialled
Begum Zia after the latter in a meeting with the
same correspondents’ association the day before
had indicated she was open to a dialogue offer if
made in a formal manner.

[t certainly amounted to a half-hearted attempt
by the PM at engaging Beﬁum Zia in a telephonic
conversation when she had publicly stated her re-

uirement for the dialogue to be a written letter. If
31»3 PM had indeed sent a formal proposal for talks
to Begum Zia she would have placed the opposition
leader's credibility on line because of the latter's
public declaration about awaiting a written ap-
pro- h from AL to be able to respond. We wonder
v the PM did not go black and white about it in
iirst place! The matter could be carried forward

1 as much as a letter faxed by the AL Secretary

.neral to his counterpart in the BNP.

Equally disquietingly, we have seen the leader of
the opposition being hung up on protocol and pres-
tige etc. at the expense of what needed to be done ur-

ently. Her refusal to attend the Armed Forces Day
unction with the advance knowledge that the PM
had decided to request her for a dialogue is a case in
point, let alone the latest handling of the PM's
calls.

The incurable penchant for trivialities on the
part of both the major players in national politics
gives testimony to their lack of seriousness and
sincerity in resolving the grave political crisis that
faces the nation today.

The election is constitutionally ordained to be
held in one and a half years' time but the PM has
hinted at an earlier election to avoid the rainy sea-
son coinciding with the normally due dates for the
next polls. The opposition should rethink their po-
sition and go in for urgent talks with the govern-
ment on three specific agenda items: how to make
the next general election truly free and fair; and
what will ensure their participation in the
pourashava polls coupled with their attendance in
the sessions of parliament.

Why Repeat a Bad Remark?

EPETITION of an indecent remark does not
-necessarily change it into a decent one nor does
defending it makes it acceptable. The PM's
unprintable insinuations against the opposition
leader on the floor of the House has already evoked.
negative reactions ‘among decent, free.thinking
people. We thought that we had seen the end of suck
aspersive comments. But flo, we heard a repetitior
of the same at a recent public meeting and what's
more she has justified her remarks again in her
mecting with the Overseas Correspondents'
Associalion. Bangladesh (OCAB) at the Jatiya
Press Club on Sunday. When people feel the re-
marks were indecent and abhor them why doesn't
Llhe prime minister fcel the same way and keep
from repeating the mistake again and again. Why
should she pick on such an important political
leader with whom she will have to deal as part of
the requirement of her office? This newspaper does
not know of a single person who has defended the
PM's remarks. On the contrary there are many mid
and high-level leaders' of the ruling party itself
who admitted to feeling embarrassed by the
remark and its repetition.

The PM must particularly realise that <he was
denigrating a person with whom she intends to sit
for a dialogue, at least that is what she is trying to
make the people believe. She is casting aspersion
on the moral integrity of the leader of the opposi-
tion which is too serious a thing to be casual about.
If seems the PM has a unique logic which is only
understood by her. The systematic tirade against
the leader of the opposition by the prime minister
only goes to strengthen the belief that she does not
want to establish a rapport with the former. This
does not bode well for the people of the country. We,
in all earnestness, wish to see the government and
the opposition sit for dialogue in a congenial
a.mosphere and break the stalemate for a better
lature of the country and its people. We, therefore,
-urge the PM not to repeat what everybody considers
to be a bad remark.
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THERE is a familiar tinge about Sunday's fire at

a slum in Keraniﬁ_igj that left the shanties in
ashes, six people snu out and scores of shops in
the adjoining areas gutted. From the outbreak of
the blaze — it all started from an earthen oven at
one of the shanties — to the havoc it eventuall
wrought, it was an action replay of many suc
incidents that we have seen and read and heard
about beforehand. Early this yeai, several hundred
shanties were obliterated in an inferno at
Islambagh in the old part of the capital. There

appears to be a pattern here in terms of place,
nature and victims of such incidents. It's

inevitably the slums and the dwellers who get
tr.;?ught in the middle of such an all-devouring
_blaze.

Given the ‘housing’ materials used, the proxim-
ity of one shanty to the other, use of fire so close to
inflammable object, the slums are extremely vul-
nerable to fire. ']Fhe tiniest spark of flame can lead
to an all-engulfing blaze and cause death to quite a
few of the hundreds of people crammed inside these
slums. With the parents out in search of jobs, it's
the children who fall victim and in Keranigan
that has also been the case -- four of the six kille
were minor children, one of them aged just one and
a half years.

Basically, therefore, there is no way of minimis-
ing the chances of fire breaking out in some other
slums at some other part of the city other than sen-
sitising them about the safe use of fire. As for the
bereaved families of the deceased and now home-
less, we extend our sincerest empathy. We urge the
authorities to stand by them at their hour of dis-

tress with emergency relief materials and
medicine.

HE advent of a new
century, of the 21st, has
been talked about for years

now — around the world and in
this country. The themes
addressed include challenges
and opportunities in the
forthcoming century and how
to mana%e them for optimizing
the benefits for the people. This
new century is now upon us.
Preparations are afoot, around
the world, particularly in the
West, for celebrating the
beginning of the century on 1
January 2000. But one would
have thought the century
should start on 1 January 2001.
How can a unit of time begin at
zero? Although the concept of
zero was not known to the ad-
herents of this Gregorian Cal-
endar until they got it from the
Arabs, the anomaly could pos-
sibly have since been removed.
It would appear that if the new
cent is to n with 2000 as
the first year, there must have
been a century in the past in
this Calendar which had been
of a duration of 99 years. Be
that as it may, but why should
one be excited about the 21st
century? Time ticks by. The
‘future’ as we conceive it at this
instant becomes ‘present’ and,
then, ‘past’ as the wheel of time
revolves untiringly, inevitably.

- The relevant issues at any point
-in time for the concerned people

are: how were their circum-
stances in the past, what are the
conditions in which they live at
the present time. how have
these conditions evolved, and
how might the future be
shaped? But the present junc-
ture on time's path, as the 20th
century gives way to the 21st, is
special in many ways because of
unprecedented achievements of
the human race. particularly
over the East several decades,
and the challenges that underlie
the ruling international order

.as well as the national orders.

The 20th cen has been
extremely successful for hu-
mankind in terms of unprece-
dented technological advance-
w0t and wealth creation. Over
the past decade or so, the inter-
net and information super-
highway have revolutionized
communications in such a
manner that at the click of a
mouse one can reach anybody
anywhere from anywhere else
or move billions of dollars

from one part of the world to
another. i

But this henomenal
progress achieved through hu-

man ingenuity and endeavour
has brought in its wake many

| HE Americanisation of the
" former KGB agent and the

current Prime Minister of

- Russla, Vladimir V. Putin,

began in earnest. On November

14, Mr. Putin wrote an articlein

the op-ed page of The New York
Times explaining, “Why We
Must Act” in Chechnya. Mr.
Putin did not actually write it —
his English is not that good —
someone else, perhaps another
KGB agent, must have written it
for him.

In the article Mr. Putin hit
all the correct notes and uttered
all the right sound bites to grab
America’s attention. “Because
we value our relations with the
United States and care about
Americans’ perception of us,”
he began, "1 want to explain our
actions (in Chechnya) in clear
terms.”

Mr. Putin continues: "l ask
you to put aside for a moment
the dramatic news report from
the Caucasus and imagine
something more placid: ordi-
nary New Yorkers or Washing-
tonians, asleep in their homes.
Then, in a flash hundreds per-
ish in explosions at the Water-
gate, or at an apartment com-
plex on Manhattan's West Side.
Thousands are injured, some
horribly disfigured. Panic en-
gulfs a neighbourhood, then a
nation. Russians do not have to
imagine such a calamity. More
than 300 of our citizens in
Moscow and elsewhere suffered
that fate earlier this year when
bombs detonated by terrorists
demolished five apartment
blocks.”

Mr. Putin neglects to men-
tion that Russia has so far
failed to establish who were re-
sponsible for the bombings. Yet,
although no one claimed re-
spousibility, Russia assumed it
was the Chechens and un-
leashed its reign of terror im-
mediately in the Caucasus.
Civilised societies do not as-
sume guilt — a person remains
innocent till proven guilty. In
the aftermath of the Oklahoma
City bombing in April 1995 and

Challenges in Shaping the Future

The water shortage challenge needs to be faced squarely and with total political and intellectual
commitment. In this regard also, awareness exists and is increasing, globally, regionally, and
nationally. But there is little concerted action as yet. This challenge needs to be urgently addressed
early in the 21st century to build a sustainable water world, to avert the threatening serious

water crisis, even likely ‘water wars.’

challenges. These challenges
the world is poised to face as the
21st century enters and pro-
gresses. The basic question is:
can the international commu-
nity call upon the reserves of
human ingenuity to meet the
challenges in a manner that
will enable the global society to
march forward in an orderly
fashion? For that to happen,
the process will need to be
charged with human con-
sciousness focused on caring
and sharing, and not given to
only excelling and conquering
as has been the case in the 20th
century.

A major challenge has to do
with the sheer size of the world
population, which has just
crossed the 6 billion mark and
is still growing quite fast.
Moreover, it is the developing
countries which account for the
large majority of the current
population and will also ac-
count for the large majority of
future additions to the total.
Population control and human
capability development are the
key areas of focus in this con-
text.

A related major challenge
arises from the widespread and
deep-seated poverty and depri-
vation in the developing coun-
tries. There are also pockets of
poverty and deprivation in the
developed countries, usually
among ethnic minorities. The
genesis of this distressful state
of affairs lies in the ownership,
control and access structures
governing the technological
regime and the wealth of the
world. Although human
progress in all fields has been
phenomenal in recent decades,
a large proportion of the
world's 6 billion people still
lives a life of drudgery in condi-
tions of ignorance and abject

verty, well below a minimum -

evel of human dignity. Some
20 per cent of the world popula-
tion, be]unginﬁ mostly to the
developed world, controls about
80 per cent of the world's
wealth. Also, the wealthiest 20
per cent is now as much as 135
times richer than the poorest 20
per cent, Moreover, the dispar-
ity between the developed and
the developing countries in fact
continues to increase in eco-
nomic and human development

!
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terms. It is this paradox of wide
and deep deprivations in the
midst of monumental material
progress that makes the present
time marking the end of the
20th century and the beginning
of the 21st of so much signifi-
cance for so many around the
globe and in this country.

The issues raised above re-
late to social and political sus-
tainability of development
globally and also in individual
countries, within which dis-
parities and deprivations are
glaring just as in the world or-
der. Another set of challenges
relates to anthropogenic cli-
mate change. Human interven-
tions in harnessing natural re-
sources, particularly the profli-
gate use of non-renewable re-
sources, have caused environ-
mental degradation already of a
_degree that is threatening not

|

. of fresh water in man

.est We Forget ...

——

Another challenge is the
critical and increasing shortage
parts of
the world, given that the supply
is finite but demand for water
has been fast increasing in re-
sponse to ever increasing popu-
lation and ever expanding eco-
nomic activity. Water is needed
for life (for drinking and
household uses), for food (for
agriculture including crop and
fishery; food security) and for
nature (for ecological health),
besides such other purposes as
hydroelectricity generatmn.
industrial uses, and navigation.
In other words, water is abso-
]utelfr critical to people’'s life
and living. The water shortage
challenge needs to be faced
squarelgx and with total politi-
cal and intellectual commit-
ment. In this regard also,
awareness exists and is increas-

e

only life on earth but also the
future of the earth itself.
Awareness regarding the catas-
trophic environmental prob-
lems has been increasing
around the world, but the action
programmes to arrest and re-
verse the degradation processes
remain grossly inadequate to
say the least. The developed
world needs to wake up to the
reality that its future is also not
safe, if it continues with its
cnnsumgtinn levels and pat-
terns and does not assist the de-
veloping countries adequately
o mount appropriate environ-
mental activities consistent
with their requirements for
economic growth. Conventions
and protocols have been signed,
but little or no action in accor-
dance with the provisions
thereof has so far been under-
taken. Continued well-being of
the present generation and the
fate of future generations de-
pend crucially on how the in-
ternational community ad-
dresses the environmental is-
sues early in the 21st century.

{|by Qazi Kholiquzzaman Ahmad

ing, globally, regionally. and
nationally. But there is l{{tré
concerted action as yet. This

challenge needs to be urgently
addressed early in the 21st cen-
tury to build a sustainable wa-

ter world, to avert the threaten-:

ing serious water crisis, even
likely ‘water wars.'

Another major challenge,
for the developing countries in
particular, arise from the kind
of globalization that has been
forced upon them via aid condi-
tionalities. Many poor develop-
ing countries, as they globalize,
face heavy social costs in terms
of, for example, unemployment
and increasing disparitg', while
their economic growth has also
failed to accelerate. The glaring,
growing inequalities that char-
acterize' the world order (as be-
tween developed and developing
countries) are also characteris-
tics of national orders in the
developing countries which
have been implementing World
Bank/IMF-induced free market
reforms.

Not so long ago, in fact just a

LETTER FROM AMERICA

o

decade or so ago. the world was
bipolar and the Cold War was
still raging. Socialism was a se-
rious option for certain coun-
tries in the developing world.
However, the paradigm of public
control and ownership began to
be pushed back by the mid-
1970s, and country after
country started adopting free
market reforms with the ini-
tiative coming from the World
Bank and the IMF. As the 1980s
gave way to the 1990s, commu-
nism as a governing and eco-
nomic system finally collapsed,
and a unipolar world order
emerged. with the USA leading
the way. Following that, the
World Bank and the IMF took to
spearheading the thrust for es-
tablishing a fee-market-based
world order; urging, cajoling
and pushing the developing
countries to introduce or
strengthen ‘standardized’ stabi-
lization and structural adjust-
ment reforms. These reforms
were often thrust upon the poor
countries dependent on foreign
ald as aid conditionalities, re-
gardless of the dynamics of
their socio-economic realities.
Of course, many reforms relat-
ing to governance and financial
discipline, for example, need to
be carried out in these countries
anyway, without prodding from
the donors. But, even such re-
forms cannot be accomplished
overnight. Accomplished they
must be and as fast as possible,
but it should be made sure that

there is orderliness in the pro-
cess so that the gains are solid

and a monentutn is generled,

But it has now been seen in
country alter country that the
free market reforms, focused on
the private sector primacy and
globalization, can and do cause
serious pitfalls for them, un-
less, the pace and patterns of
the reforms are properly ad-
justed to the realities on the
ground and an effective regula-
tory system is in place. Obvi-
ously a dogma does not work, be
it state-control-centered or
free-market-focused.

In Bangladesh, given the
persisting underdevelopment
over the past decades and cen-
turies. the basic question relat-
ing to the shaping of a prosper-
ous future revolves around the
crucial need of poverty allevia-

+ The "Butcher" of Chec ANYG...... 1o

To mollify America, according to The New York Times, Ru
with UN sanctions against Iraq, if America would only
Chechnya! America refused. Unlike Russia,
The West may not be in love with

remains a major Western concern.

ssia offered to let America have its way
desist from crilicising Russia’s actions in
America and the West do care about human rights.
“Islamic militants,” but the safety of civilians everywhere

the TWA Flight 800 disaster in
July 1996, although a section of
the press immediately blaimmed
the “Islamic militants,” the
President of the United States
Bill Clinton asked Americans
not to rush to judgement. As it
turned out. Oklahoma City
bombing was carried out by
Timothy McVeigh and Ameri-
ca's homegrown terrorists, and
a el tank explosion downed
the TWA plane. The Prime
Minister ol Russia, Mr. Putin,
did nol need any proof of guilt
before retaliating savagely.

Mr. Putin marches on:
"Consider another unthinkable
scenario. A long simmering
dispute between one of vour
states and your federal govern-
ment causes political unrest in
that state. Armed militias
arise; similar to those found in
your states ol Montana and
Idaho. Eventually they are as-
sisted by foreign adventurers
with their own agenda who use
that troubled region as a base to
launch raids against a neigh-
bouring state. Russians do not
need to view the latest James
Bond movie to see that macabre
story unfold. Rather, we saw it
in all-teo-real life as guerrillas
based in Chechnya mounted
bloody raids on neighbouring
Dagestan. They forcibly occu-
pied several communities, ter-
rorizing the inhabitants. The
stated goal was to establish an
“Islamic state,” an idea thor-
oughly alien to the majority of
the local citizens,”

Mr. Putin, there is no

“simmering dispute” b iween
any states in the US aud the
federal government that can
give rise 1o "political unrest” in
that state. This is because no
state in the US is in the union
unwillingly. American militias
do not igilht for any state's
rights — they are racist, anti-
government fringe groups lo-
cated all over the nation.
Chechnya, under elected Presi-
dent Dhokar Dudayev, whom
Russia assassinated in 1995,
declared its independence from
Russia in 1991, In December
1994 Russia attacked the
province with all its might.
Outwitted and humiliated by
the Chechen fighters, in the
summer of 1996 Russia with-
drew after concluding a peace
trealy that stipulated a referen-
dum on the province's future in
three years. By invadin

Chechnya, Russia has violate

the peace treaty it signed. While
it is true that Chechen mili-
tants did invade Dagestan, Rus-
sia knows that the elected
Chechen government of Presi-
dent Aslan Maskhadov had
nothing to do with it. Yet Russia
repeatedly ignored the plea of
President Maskhadov to talk
peace. While former Prime Min-
ister Viktor S. Chernomyrdin
concluded peace treaty with the
Chechens, Mr. Putin’s interest
is only in war. Notice Mr,
Pulin's judicious use of the term

. CIslamic militants:” he knows

that, that is a red flag to many
Americans.

Mr. Putin continues: “No

government can stand idly by
when terrorism strikes. It is the
solernn duty of all governments
to protect their citizens Irom
danger. Americans obviously
understand this concept. When
lwo United States embassies in
Africa were blown up, American
warplanes were soon dis-
patched to bomb suspected ter-
rorist facilities in Sudan and
Afghanistan. Americans also
have had first hand experience
with religious fanaticism fi-
nanced from overseas sources.
The World Trade Centre bomb-
ing in New York City was the
sad result of such extremism.
Terrorism today knows no
boundaries. Its purveyors col-
laborate with each other over
vast distances. We know that a
great deal of the violence ema-
nating from Chechnya is fi-
nanced from abroad. The same
terrorists who were associated
with the bombing of American
embassies have a foothold in
the Caucasus. We know that
shamil Basayev, the so-called
Chechen warlord, gets assis-
tance on the ground from an
itinerant guerrilla leader with a
dossier similar to that of
Osama bin l.aden. And one of
your television networks re-
cently reperted that — accord-
ing to United States intelligence
sources — bin Laden himself is
Ilt‘lpin;;f to finance the guerril-
as.

By attempting to link the
Chechens and Osama bin
Laden, Mr. Putin goes for the
coup de'tat. Nothing raises the
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Et tu, Brutus!
Sir, We all know that the
PUs or saints preach religion in
peaceful ways. But when bombs
and ammunition are found in
the darbar sharif of Dewanbagh
peer: when the disciples of
Charmonai and Dewanbagh
pirs create havoc and damage
property, then what can we sa
We thought that our politi-
cians use terrorists for power,
and now terrorists are used by
the pirs as well. There are some
so-called pirs doing business in
the name of religion and their
aim is not only to hoodwink the

people but also to distort and
insult our religion. '

Igbal Ahmed
Dhaka 1000

- Arms and the

students

~ Sir, | am deeply shocked at
the recent outburst of violence
by the student wings of the rul-
ing part?r and other political
parties. It is a shame how stu-
dents are being ruthlessly ex-
ploited by the political parties
to intimidate and attack ordi-

| nary people. The student wings

of the political parties really do
not represent the students.
These organisations are patro-
nised h?' leaders of the major
political parties who provide
cash and arms to thugs in order
to win elections; for posts in
university and college student
bodies. The student wings of the
major political parties are
harming the genuine students.

‘Instead of punishing terror-
ists, the ruling party and other
major parties continue to sup-
port the miscreants. These rmis-
creants are destroying the insti-
tutions of higher learning in
this country through their rou-
tine and systematic crimes with
active support of the major op-
position parties.

Tanweer Akram
Department of Econormics
Columbia University

420 W 118th Street

New York, NY 10027, UUSA

Women are

assaulted

Sir, Forty-seven per cent of
adult women in Bangladesh are
physically assaulted by an in-
timate male partner in any re-
lationship. e UNICEF in its

annual report The State of the
Warld's Children 2000,
latinched across the world re-
cently, disclosed the women's
predicamertt gquoting a database
of the WHO.

This is enough to make us
upset.

Nezhath Masiood
USA

Repair works of

buses and trucks

Sir, Timne and again we have
heard announcements of the
authorities concerned prohibit-
ing repair works of motor ve-
hicles on the public roads. But
who cares?” Hundreds of motor
workshops have been set up in
different busy and crowded
places in the city. Wherein ev-
ery day hundreds of buses.
trucks, and scooters are being
parked indiscriminately, re-
paired whimsically, bocﬁes of

.the vehicles painted. vulcanis-

ing and welding works done on
the public roads at the VEery nose
of the authorities concerned.
DCC. traffic police and law en-
forcing authorities,

We wonder why the govern-
mett orders and announce-
ments are made on the one

hantd and on the other hand the
same government orders and
announcements are opernly vio-
lated and left uncared for?

0O H Kabir

6, Hare Street

Wari, Dhaka-1203.

Insufficient

transport facility

Sir. Transport facilities are
guite insufficient in
Bangladesh. But in Chittagong
city it's worse. People here have
to wait for a long time in a
gueue to avail a bus and when a
bus reaches a bus-stop, passen-
gers rush into it. Some hang
from the windows and some
take shelter at the back.

As a result buses are over-
loaded. Many passengers miss
buses for overloading.

Chittagong City Corporation
and the government should
take proper steps to import or to
manufacture sufficient number
of buses for the increasing pop-
ulation. | draw the attention of
the authorities concerned to
look into the matter and solve
this problem immediately.

M A Rahim
Marine Scierice
Chittagong University.
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ire of the Americans more than

the mention of bin Laden,
whom even Muslims such as the
writer condemns in the

strongest possible terms. What
Mr. Putin neglects to mention

is that according to the same
television and American gov-.
ernment reports, Chechen

rebels are a pretext for Russia to
invade Chechnya and exact re-
venge for the humiliation Rus-
sia suffered at the hands of the

Chechens in the previous
Chechen war of 1994-96. The
rape of tiny Chechnya is Mr.

Putin’'s attempt to prove Russi-

a’'s manhood.

Mr. Putin is relentless:

“American officials tell us that
ordinary cilizens are suffering,
that our military tactics may
increase their suffering. The
very opposite is true. Our com-
manders have strict instruc-
tions to avoid casualties among
the general population. We have
nothing to gain by doing other-
wise. The Chechen Citizens, at-
ter all, are our citizens too.
Take that back, Mr. Putin! The
Chechens are not your citizens.
No civilised government could
have given its own civilian citi-
zens an ultimatum to leave
Grozny or face certain death!
According to the same reliable
US government and Press re-
ports that Mr. Putin is so fond
of quoting. Russian artillery
was responsible for the mas-
sacre of hundreds of Chechen
civilians at a market in Grozny,
just as Russia's allies the Serbs
were responsible for another
such market massacre in Sara-
jevo in 1995. And the US gov-
ernrnernt report says that Russia
fired on and killed unarmed
Chechen civilians fleeing to
neighbourin Ingushetia
through a land corridor whose
safety Russia had previously
guaranteed!
- Unfortunately for Mr. Putin,
The New York Times published
a mild (strong letters are hard
to get published) letter from the
writer opposite Mr. Putin's
piece the same day. Under the
caption, "Complicity in Chech-
nya” the letter read: "According
to your November 10 news arti-
cle, Prime Minister Vladimir V,
Putin of Russia has said Russia
should be prepared to do with-
out Western money if forced to
choose between receiving fi-
nancial assistance and prose-
cuting its war in Chechnya.
This is bluster. Russia’s econ-
omy will collapse if aid is with-
drawn. But if the United States
and the West continue to pump
money into Russia. as Russian
bombs obliterate the lives and
properties Chechen civilians,
they will share moral responsi-
bility for the brutality.”

“K‘Ir. Putin has shown no in-
clination to even consider
Chechen pleas for peace talks, If
he truly believes that the huge
amount of Western aid to Russia
is simply for “buying lol-
lipops,” then by all means let

“Jeopardy.™’
replied. The writer did not ask

tion and of ensuring people’s
participation in governance.
The concerns are as valid today,
after 28 years of independence,
as they were in the decades and
centuries previously when this
land was under the subjugation
of colonial power of one kind or
another [direct, as was the case
under the British rule; and con-
trived. during the Pakistan pe-
riod}.

Having experimented with a
socialistic paradigm in the
1970s. the country has been im-

lementing the free market re-
orms since 1987, and vigor-
ously so since 1991. It earned
the status of a star liberalizer
by precipitously reducing tariff
rates — the unweighted average
rate from 89 per cent to 22 per
cent and the import weighted
rate from 42 per cent to 17 per
cent import during 1991-95.
Further reduction has been in-
troduced since then. Imports,
with heavy emphasis on con-
sumer goods, have increased. at
the expense of domestic produc-
tion in respect of rnanf prod-
ucts. Exports have also in-
creased with the trade gap de-
clining from an average of S
2.74 billion during 1995/96-
1996/97 to about $ 2.0 billion in
1997/98. But the exports re-
mained highly concentrated to
a few products — readymade
garments (64.3 per cent). jute
and jute gbods F‘?.D per cent),
Irozen fish (5.0 per cent), raw
hides. skins and leather (2.1 per
cent). and tea (0.9 per cent). as of
1997/98. Bangladesh’s export
regime therefore presents
rather uncertain prospects.

Indeed, the prospects of
Bangladesh to benefit from the
evolving globalization appears
to be disconcerting. Aid climate
has been becoming increasingly
bleak, and the trend is likely to
continue. Market access of de-
veloping countries to developed
countries will likely be prob-
lematic in the coming years as
has been the case in the past, if
not more so. The main reason is
the persisting, even deepening
inward-looking stances of the
developed countries. as reflected
in _ their failure to [fulfill
obligations agreed under the
Uruguay Round of multilateral
trade negotiations and their in-
sistence to include new issues in
the "Millennium Round™ of
trade negotiations which may
begin in the course of time un-
der the auspices of the World
Trade Gr%fnizatiun (WTO), de-
spiie the breakdown of the re-
cent Seattle conference which

_was expected to launch it.

Russia alone finance its adven-
tures in Chechnya.”

Mere . condemnation not
h@fﬁwl{ﬁtéﬂt long last
America is beginning to tighten
the screws.to modily {ussian
behaviour, Lasi week, mecrelary
of State Madeleine Albright
stopped a US bank from loan-
ing 500 million dollars to a
Russlan oil company, ostensi-
bly for cﬂrrugtiun but in reality
for Russian brutality in Chech-
nya. America knows that Rus-
sia understands and respects
force. Any time America con-
fronted Russia — in Cuba (1962}
Alghanistan (1979-89) and in
the Balkans recently — Russia
has always backed down. Now
that Mr. Putin's allies have
won the majority of seats in the
Duma in this week's Russian
elections (because of the popu-
larity of the Chechen war) and
the distinct c‘:msslhility of Mr.
Putin succeeding Mr. Yeltsin as
Russia’s President next year,
America realises that it has to
send the right message to Mr.
Putin.

To mollify America, accord-
ing to The New York Times.
Russia offered to let America
have its way with UN sanctions
against Iraq, if America would
only desist from criticising
Russia’s actions in Chechnyal
America refused. Unlike Russia,
America and the West do care
about human rights. The West
may not be in love with
“Islamic militants.” but the
salety of civilians everywhere
remains a major Western con-
cern. American criticism of
Russian brutality is steadily on
the rise. A NY Times reader
wrote: "Chechnya is as much a
part of Russia as India was a
part of Britain.” Or Algeria was
a part of France, he could have
added. Even the Harvard Uni-
versily sage Samuel Hunting-
ton. who predicts a “clash,”
whenever he sees two civilisa-
tions side by side, weighed in
with the opinion that Russia
has no business being in
Chechnya, and although it may
claim victory now. eventually
Russia will be forced to leave
Chechnya.

“The Daily Star,”

Take a Bow!

Last week the writer received
a phone call from the news di-
vision of America's premier
television network, ABC televi-
sion. I read your article in ‘The
Daily Star’ entitled, “"What's in
a name?” he began. The re-
porter then proceeded to ask the
writer whether he had a second
source on "Muhammad,” being
the most popular name in the

world.

The writer replied that his

sole source was a question in

the quiz show, “Jeopardy.” "I
have already spoken to
the reporter

why ABC wanted the informa-
tion. The guess is that perhaps
they will use it in connection
with number one in everything
af the millennium.

Although the writer com-
poses the Daily Star pieces for
the benefit nythe folks back
home, he knows that expatriate
Bangladeshis read the Internet
version, He was not aware that
the readership included the
non-Bangladeshis as well, No-
tice also how meticulously
American news media check
out multiple sources before
arring a piece of news.



