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BOI statf go on
‘mass leave’
today after

leader’s arrest
By Staff Correspondent

BOI officials and employees
demanding the executive

chairman’'s removal [rom office

will abstain from work today
after arrest of their leader
yesterday.

Executive Chairman M
Mokammel Haque, who enjoys
the rank and status of a Cabinet
minister. came (o his office al-
legedly Nanked by mastaans
and police yesterday, the third
day of non-cooperation by the
stall demanding Haque's re-
moval,

Soon after his departure at
3:30 pm, police arresied Mah-
mudul Hasan Mia, convenor of
BOI Officers and Employees
Wellare Council [OEWC) on
charges of “disrupting work of
government™. Mia had alleged
that Haque was accompanied by
“maslaans and outsiders”.

Talking to a Daily Star cor-
respondent at 12:00 noon,
Haque denied the allegations of
having been accompanied by
any "mastaans” or “outsiders”.

The correspondent saw at
least two plainclothesmen car-
rying guns when Mia was being
arrested.

Police said the BOI secretary
filed a case against eight em-
ployees.

To protest Mia's arresl. the
employees said they would go
on "mass leave” today.

See Page 12 Col 4

Police swoop on
UPDF, PCP men,

at Ctg: 15 hurt,

42 arrested

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Dec 26: Al
least 15 activists of United
People's Democratic Front
(UPDF) and Pahari Chhatra
Parishad opposing peace accord
rec:hieg injul:;il:s Wh'i]n police
resorfed to bat charge at
Laldighi Maldan‘[’lﬂ‘lﬁ‘nm Eh‘e:rt'
this morning,

Police arrested 44 activists
of UPDF and PCP who thronged
Laldighi maidan at 10 am to at-
lend the discussion meeting or-
fanised in observance of the
irst anniversary of UPDF.

UPDF sources alleged that
police swooped on its activists
without any provocation and
foiled the meeting.

They also dismantled the
dais. UPDF leaders alleged.

Police sources said that
UPDF was holding the meeting
al Laldighi maidan without
taking permissioi.. {rom the au-
thorities concerned.

Witnesses said most of the
activists and supporters of
UPDF ran away from the
maidan during police action.
Later, they tried to hold a rally
al central Shaheed Minar at 11
am, but police chased them.

Police cordoned off the
maidan after the UPDF sup-
porters left.

— Inside Today
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Sehri, Iftar timings
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il December 27

| _Azan | Jamaat |
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Hasina fails
to find

Khaleda
hone

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina in a rather dramatic
move phoned Opposition leader
Khaleda Zia thrice yesterday to
invite her to talks in a bid to
end the political standoff. re-
port agencies.

However. Khaleda could not
be reached even on her red tele-
phone. the prime minister said
at a press briefing arranged by
the Overseas Correspondents’
Association, Bangladesh
(OCAB) at Sonargaon Hotel yes-
terday morning.

'I'm expecting her to call me
back. She could have rung me
over her red telephone." Hasina
told newsmen.

The prime ministerial move
came within 24 hours after the
Opposilion leader at a OCAB
press brieling on Saturday had
saicd she was ready lo sil with
the governiment il there be any

See page 11 col 7
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Arrest of Jamaat
leader sparks

violence at Ctg

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG. Dec 26: Ar-
rest of a city Jamaat leader to-
day sparked violence in Chit-
tagong city in which over 100
vehicles were damaged. police
and witnesses said.

Shamsul Islam, General
Secrelary ol Lhe city Jamaat.,
was arrested this morning from
Boropool area under Double-
mooring thana when he was
returning home after attending

an anti-election rally of the op- |

posilion alliance there.

Police said he was arrested
in connection with some cases
and his alleged involvement in
anti-polls activities,

The Jamaatl leader was
taken to Doublemooring thana.

Meanwhile. opposition al-
liance of Chittagong unit has
called a dawn-to-dusk hartal in
the port cily tomorrow protest.-
ing arrest of Shamsul Islam.

City BNP president Mir Md
Nasiruddin told The Daily Star
that the daylong hartal would
be enforced in the city tomor-
row protesting the arrest of Ja-
maal leader and demanding his
immediate release.

As the news of his arrest
spread in the city Jamaat and
Chhatra Shibir activists went
on the rampage in different ar-

See page 11 col 7
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BNP's reply to Speaker

BNP. in response to the
Speaker's lelter, yesterday
urged him to take steps to create
a conducive atmosphere for its

Jeturn to parliament by fulfill-

ing its five pre-conditions and
the four-point agreement signed
with the ruling party earlier.
The pre-conditions are:
Apology by the Prime Minister
for her indecent remarks about
Leader of the Opposition in par-
liament Khaleda Zia. expunging
the vulgar remarks from par-
liament proceedings. an assur-
ance that the Prime Minister
would never make such re-
marks about Khaleda Zia or
any opposition member in fu-

Meet pre-conditions,
create atmosphere
for dialogue

By Staff Correspondent

lure. the Speaker's neutrality
and transparency in running
-the House.

The 4-poinl agreement,
signed between the ruling and
the oppoSition parties inchide
withdrawal of "false" cases
against BNP MPs. impartial
coverage ol JS proceedings by
the state-run media. neutrality
of the Speaker and proportion-
ate representation of parties in
JS bodies.

The 2-page reply, signed b
Chiel Wh?p ol l#ﬂ)’ﬂppnsj“ﬂﬁ
Khandaker Delwar Hossain on
behalf of Khaleda Zia. was
handed over 1o the PA of the

See page 11 col 4

Clinton's letter
to PM

US President Bill Clinton
who will be visiting Bangladesh
early next year is expected to
have "productive”’ discussions
with Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina. reports UNB. :

In a letler to the Prime Min-
ister. Clinton said Bangladesh
has enormous potential for the
future and confirmed that he
was looking forward to visiting
Dhaka early next vear, an offi-
cial press release from the For-
eign Office said in the city yes-
terday.

He hoped for productive dis-

“Prewrsstorts “with“Sheikl " Hasina

orn ‘excellent’ bilateral relations
between the United States and
Bangladesh.

The dates for the US Presi-
dent's much awaited visit were
nol stated in the letter, Clinton
only said: "I look forward to
seeing you and your country
S00T1.

Clinton's visit to South
Aslan countries was delayed
lwice because of Indo-Pak nu-
clear explosions and Kargil
conllict in Kashmir,

Smﬁke hllnws from the
yesterday.

blaze at a Keraniganj slum

g g

— Star photo

By Staff Correspondent

At least six people including
four sisters were burnt alive in
a devastating fire at a slum in
Keraniganj on the outskirts of
the capital yesterday. police
and fire brigade officials said.

One-and-a-half-year-old
Moni and her three sisters --
Rozina, 13, Razia. 8 and Shah-
naz. 5 -- died in the blaze that
futted about 70 shanties. 25
shops and a lathe machine fac-
Lory al Char Mirerbagh at about
11:30 am yesterda]};.

The four daughters of Noor
Mian. a day labourer, were
trapped inside their house dur-
ing the fire, police said, adding
people belonging to the low-in-
come group live in the area.

Other victims of the four-
hour blaze are Khalil, 38 and
Baby Begum, police added. Two
others with severe burn injuries
were admitted to the Mitford
Hospital, the Fire Brigade offi-
cials said.

Fire in Keraniganj kills

The lire originated from an
earthen oven of a shanty at the
slum. fire officials said quoting
their initial findings of a probe
into the incident. The fire fight-
ers doused the inferno at aboul
2 pm.

Some 100 families were
passing the night under open
sky wilhout any security last
night. witnesses said quoting
the victims, Reliel materials
did not reach the area till late
last night.
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ue’s convention

Most AL leaders are angry,

Most ruling party leaders are
enraged and embarrassed by
Friday's armecl attack on Kader
Siddique’s convention, al-
legedly by some pro-Awami
League sludent activists,

_even claimed Saturda

that
they deserved credit for the
“heroic act”™ of vandalising the
venue of the former party lead-
ers convention. and regretted
that the media failed to high-
light the “achievement"”. Tﬁe:,r
were all Dhaka University-
based members of Awami
League's sludent wing
Bangladesh Chhatra League.
Bul these leaders, claiming
that they had no prior knowl-
eoloe ol the "pre-planned™ at-

By Nazmul Ashraf

lack. are angry that such an in-
cident only “lonised™ the ex-
puiled leader who was only
crawling lo stage a comeback by
launching a new party.

They termed the attack, al-
legedly mastermindes by a sec-
tion of the party leadership, an
“act of sabotage” and said it had
damaged the party's image
greatly.

"WeTe completely taken by
surprise. It's outrageous,” said
one presidium member, who re-
fused to be identified or even
"talk about the dirty episode”,

“The blackships in the party
are responsible for this inci-
dent.” said a top adviser to
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina.

However. influential presic-

others faintly deny link

itm member Amir Hossain
Amu refused to admit that his
party’s student activists were
involved. But the denial lacked
his usual authoritative tone, “I
don’t think BCL activists were
involved. Why should Awami
L:ncFu: get involved in this.” he
said.

His attention drawn to press
reports in which the BCL ac-
tivists themselves claimed to
have committed the act. Amu
appeared evasive. *| am not an
activist ol Chhatra League. [ am
not aware ol what they are do-
ing.”

Matia Chowdhury, the agri-
culture minister. said it was an
alfair of Chhalra League. which

See Page 12 Col 1

Delhi considering options

for hostages' release
Hijackers came by PIA flight: Indian FM

NEW DELHI, Dee 26: India is
examining the demands of the
hijackers holding an Indian
Airlines aircrall with 160 peo-
ple on board in Afghanistan,
and will ‘exercise every option'
for their release. the [oreign
minister said today, reports AP.

Bul Jaswant Singh did not
say il the government would ac-
cept the hijacker's main de-
mand for release of a Pakistani
religious leader, Maulana Ma-

See also page 9

sood Azhar, who is in an Indian
Jail. Azhar is reportedly the
brother of one of the hijackers,

“It's not a yes-and-no answer
to which | can address mysell”
Singh lold reporters. 'T will ex-
ercise all options toward the
aim of ensuring the well-being
of passengers.’

Nearly a dozen relatives of
hostages stormed into Singh's
press conference. Women broke
down and others shouted slo-
gans against the government.

Singh's comments con-
trasted with a stalement Satur-
day by Prime Minisler Atal Bi-
hari Vajpayee that India would
not bow Lo lerrorism.

Indian officials said the five
hijackers reached Katmandu on

A Pakistan International Air-

lines [light Iroim Islamabad, the
Pakistani capital.

“These five arrived by a PIA
flight. We have already set in
motion an investigation in this
regard.” F‘c}rei{;n Minister
Jaswant Singh told reporters.

The foreign minister said he
hoped the Taliban authorities
in Al¢hanistan would help per-
suade the hijackers to release
the widow of Rippan Katyal. the

AFP file photo of Masood
Azhar

Hospitals ‘are rescheduling
surgeries and blood banks are
scrambling this month due to a
dramatic drop in the number of
voluntary blood donors.

Islamic law prohibits blood
donation during fasting.

According lo sources in
Dhaka Medical College Hospi-
tal, their blood banks are al-
most dry. while the Red Cres-
cent has only collected 25 units
of blood this month. just 2 per
cent of its average monthly con-
tribution.

"We are facing an acule
roblem supplying blood to
ospitals.” said Badrul Islam, a

Redp

Crnﬂﬂ: | cal] officer.
"Most of the s from hos-

pitals come to us for blood be-

By Naimul Haq

fore surgery or it .1 emergency.
byt we honve 1o celise most of
them since oy ireezers are al-
oSt emppy

"We expecled blood donation
after tftar would prevent such a
dramatic shortage. but that
hasn’'t happened.”

Ahmed Farooque, a member
of the Rotary Club of Dhaka and
co-ordinator of the its safe
blood donation campaign, said
il's very difficult to motivate

pie to give blood during the

minadan, even alter iftar.

The Rotary Club, Ramkris-
namission and the Christian
Commission for Development
in Bangladesh are organising a
special blood donation drive

Blood banks almost dry

Number of donors drops due to Ramadan

targeting the country's non-
Muslim population over the
next two months.

One event is scheduled for
Dec. 29 al the Red Crescernl cen-
tre in Mohammadpur,

According to official statis-
tics, patients require about 2.5
lakh units [a 450 millilitres
blood bag) of blood annually.
The Red Crescent and Sand-
hani. a leading promoter of
volunlary blood donation. col-
lect about 35,000 bads,

Prolessional donors supply
more than two-thirds of the na-

tion's blood supply. an alarm-
ing situation since most blood

isn't screened for HIV. the virus
which causes AlDS.

A gang of 50 camps
at Nagar Bhaban

By Staff Correspondent

A gang ol aboul 50 young

men camped at the Nagar Bha-.

ban yesterday ahead ol the [inal
day loday for dropping bids for
1 Dhaka City Corporation
tenider worth 1.84 crore for
development of infrastructure
in Dhaka University area.

DCC sources said they have
asked police lor 'extra prolec-
tion' as two factions of the rul-
ing party’'s student wing. Chha-
ira League, have been clashing
over bidding for the project that
will ultimately invelve an ex-
penditure ol over Tk 14 crore in
the yvear 2000.

The groups are fighting to
win the work for ‘certain com-
panies’ in exchange ol hand-
somne rewards. [{ has turned out

to be a preslige [ight for the two
aroups, the sources said.

It is believed that whoever is
awarded the work, will get a 40
crore taka project within the
next one year. they said.

To avoid clash. bids will be
accepted by all the ten zonal ol-
fices of the DCC and the Divi-
sional Commissioner's office,
officials of Zone-5 of the city
corporation said. This will pre-
vent the gangs from obstructing
one another in submitting bids.

Sources said about 20 per
cent ol DCC enlisted contrac-
tors belong to different student
fronts of political parties. The
rest work under the patronage
ol political or influential quar-
lers.

Indian newlywed who was re-
turning from his honeymoon in
Katmandu.

Katyal was knifed to death
by the hijackers aboard the
pﬁme. He was cremaled today in
Gurgaon town near New Delhi
al a ceremony attended by hun-
dreds of grieving relatives.
Katval's widow Rachna is still
on the plane.

"All we want is thal they
should release our daughter-in-

See Page 12 Col 3

First day of
the annual
ordeal

By Reaz Ahmad and

Mustak Hossain

It was an ordeal for thou-
sands of guardians wailting in
[ront of different government
schools in the city yesterday as
their tiny tots appeared at their
lirst academic test in life,

Admission tests in eight "A"
calegory government schools
began yesterday. These are Gov-
criument Laboratory School,
Mirpur Government High
School. Motijheel Government
gt Sr:hunll. Khilgaon Gov-
vrnment High School,
Nawabpur Government High
School. New Government Girls
High School. Islamia High
School and Mohammadpur
Governiment High School.

All the 24 government high
schools in the city have heen
divided into three categories for
admission of students in class 1
o 1X:

schools enrol students
mainly in class 1. Students also
sit tor tesls for admission to
upper classes, but the number of
vacant seats is few.

several thousand forms
were sold to adniission seekers |
lrom the 24 government high
schools this year against a few
hundred vacant seats in class 1.
decording 1o saurees,

Admission tests in calegory

See e 11 col 3

Siddique to hold
public meet at
Paltan Dec 30

By Staff Correspondent
Kader Siddique will hold a
public meeting at Paltan
Maidan in the city on December
30, party sources said.
he meeting will be held to
protest vandalism at his con-
vention at the Institution of
Engineers Bangladesh from
where he announced formation
of Bangladesh Krishak Sramik
Janata League (BKSJL) on Fri-
day.

— 54 e who was expelled
from the Awarni ue and re-
signed as its MP In Augusi
blamed the ruling party for the
attack on the convention,

Siddique is planning to meet
President Shahabuddin Ahmed
to inform him of the ordeal he
underwent while launching the
BKSJL. party sources said. The
date and time for the planned
meeting is yet to be finalised,
the sonree added,

The lirst district level office

See page 11 col 8

Foreign diplomats
asked to avoid
statements on
Bangladesh's

internal affairs

The Ministry of Foreign Ai-
fairs yesterday urged the mem-

| bers ol the diplomatic commui-

nity to avoid statements and ac-
tivities which amount to inter-
[erence in the internal affairs
of Bangladesh. reports BSS.
When attention of the min-
istry was drawn to a recent
statement by British High
Commissioner David Walker
that diplomats. particularly
from the donor countries and
development partners have le-
gitimate interest in the politi-
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