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Maija killing report

Police

fail to

prove charges

By Shaikh Nazrul Islam

Police have*submitted the
final report in connection with
the death of Majibur Rahman
Maija, a resident of city's
~ Bashabo area, allegedly due to
police torture on March 14.

Final report of a case is
submitted when police fails to
prove charges against the ac-
cused, which normally leads to
disposal of the case.

aija was nabbed from his
Bashabo residence along with
four other persons on March 14
on a complaint from his neigh-
bour Fazlul Haq, a local Awami
Le;:fuf: leader, press reports had
said earlier. Police were taking
them tc Sabujbagh thana on a
boat.

In a bid to escape, Maija
um into the Bashabo lake,
olice continued to beat him
with bamboo sticks and rifle
butt and Maija eventually dis-
appeared in the water, the press
reports had said quoting wit-
nesses who had gathered in
hundreds on the lakeside dur-
ing the incident. The body was
later recovered from the lake on
March 18.

Maija, a technician, by pro-
fession, was plannlnE to go to
Japan, members of his family
said.

Sabujbagh Police had re-
fused to re%ister a FIR and so the
victim's family recorded a
general diary (GD), the earlier
press reports said.

The autopsy report available
from the Dhaka Medical Col-
lege Hospital had said that
marks of injury were found on
the head and other parts of the
body and that the death was not
caused by drowning.

After the incident, it was
recorded with the thana that
police had nabbed Maija on a
complaint from the local AL

leader Fazlul Haq, but it was
later dropped.

Sub-Inspector 1 Nazrul Islam

. who had led the police team in

the action was later transferred
to Motijheel thana but no
departmental inquiry was done
on the incident, police sources
said.

Maija's family members
later complained tﬁat SI Nazrul
threatened them not to proceed
with the matter,

"We don't have the courage to
g0 to the court to seek justice,”
one of the family members told
this correspondent yesterday
requesting anonymity.

The copy of the autopsy re-
ort was also not given to the
amily, he complained. "How

can we go for legal action in the
absence of such a vital docu-
ment?"

Copies of Maija's autopsy
report were handed over to
Sabulllbagh police from the
DMCH, but police denied it, the
family members said.

They also alleged that police
did not return the goods seized
during Maija’s arrest.

Sabujbagh police. mean-
time, said they submitted the
final report on the case due to

shortage of evidence in connec-
tion with the killing.

Police usually fails to find
out the accused when they are
alleged to be involved in the
killing of the victim. human
rights activists observed.

Such cases end in a final re-
port as police do not show in-
terest to find out the culprits,
they added.

n the particular case the
Maija Sabujbagh police refused
to cooperate with the human
rights activists in conducting
an inquiry, they said.

City officials defend
malaria programme

By Staff Correspondent

Dhaka's malaria control
programmes are effective, de-
spite twe ~er .nt deaths and res-
idents’ cow.cerns about spray-
ing, says the Dhaka City Corpo-
ration’s chief health officer.

"Our regular activities are
quite satisfactory,” said Dr.
Mohammad Ashraf Uddin. "If
our sweepers and other workers
in respective wards abstain
from work for one day. you will
notice that it makes a big dif-
ference (in the number of
mosquitoes)."

Ashraf Uddin said the
mosquito species that transmit
malaria are not found in the
city. However. experts contra-
dicted this claim. They said the
species are found in urban ar-
eas, such as Dhako. butl are not
widespread. :

Cerebral malaria, the dis-
ease's most dangerous form,
has killed two city residents in
the last month. g}rmplnms in-
clude abnormal behaviour, di-
arrhoea, vomiting, anaemia
and unconsciousness.

Yasmin Rahman, the wife of
former finance minister Saifur
Rahman's younger brother,
died in the Ibrahim Memorial
Hospital on Dec. 3 after battling
a fever and internal bleeding
for nearly five days.

Tanveer Ashraf Ahmed, a
20-year-old student, became
Dhaka’'s second malaria victim
when he succumbed to convul-

sions and respiratory failure on
Dec. 8.

Blood tests confirmed the
E(r)’escnce of cerebral malaria in

th cases.

A Mirpur resident said she
has read about the recent deaths
and is very worried.

"We've netted the windows
and doors but we still fear
mosquito bites that may cause
malaria or dengue fever." said a
Mirpur housewife.

Other residents complained
spraying in their area was ir-
regular and not properly moni-
tored.

Residents in Moghbazar,
Gulshan, Manda, Rayarbazar,
Shaymoli and Lalbagh made
similar complaints.

Bird hunters
clash with
villagers: One
shot dead

From Our Correspondent

SIRAJGANJ, Dec 25: One
person was shot dead and 25
people. including a Bangladeshi
teacher al Arkansas University
in US were injured when vil-
lagers clashed with bird
hunters, mistaking them as
robbers today.
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Bandar thana police recovered huge quantum of arms and ammunitions from the hermitage of Peer Shaheb of

Dewanbagh at Narayanaganj yesterday. Police also arrésted 42 persons from the spot in this connection.

Wheat looks brighter

Wheat prospects look bright
this vear. despite reports that
many farmers planted their
crop late because the fields were
Loo wel.

Experts said successive
bumper crops of boro and aman
rice mean farmers have the
cash they need to buy seed and
fertiliser for wheat. the second
most important cereal crop
produced in Bangladesh.

However, a bulletin pub-
lished by Novartis' crop protec-
tion wing predicted a 20 percent
drop in acreage, since many
fields were still too wet for

By Staff Correspondent

ported poor wheat seed sales.

But the International Centre
for Improvement of Maize and
Wheat reported the BADC seed
was not in demand because
farmers had stored more wheat
seed than previous years.

According to sources, the
rice of wheat seed favoured
armers. However, there was a
rumour that Indian seed had
appeared on the domestic mar-
ket, pushing the price down.

Craig A. Meisner, a wheat
specialist, dismissed the ru-
mour. “We've not heard or seen

“travels”, said Meisner. who vis-

ited wheat growing regions in
late November and early De-
cember.

Despite the prospect of better
yields, experts predicted a rise
in the price of wheat in the com-
ing months, since there will be
a drop in the volume of wheat
provided by food aid pro-

rammes in the first half of
000.

A bumper rice crop will
probably push prices of that
staple down., making consump-
tion of rice more affordable

wheat cultivation. It also re- Indian wheat seed during eur than wheat, they said.
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Banebandne, | TWO MiGs arrive

Bangabandhu
Fromni é}ugf- 1 Dhaka.
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president of the newly launched
Bangladesh Krishak Sramik
Janata League, visiled the
Bangabandhu Museum in the
city yesterday and placed
wreath at the portrait of Banga-
bandhu Skeikh Mujibur Rah-
man.

Fazlur Rahman, general sec-
retary of the party and other
leaders accompanied him, a
party press release said.

The party will hold a rally
soon to protest Friday's attack
on the convention, called by
Siddique at the Institution of
Engineers in the city to launch
the party. the release said.

Gunmen allegedly belonging
to ruling Awami League's stu-
dent wing [oiled the conven-
tion.

Meanwhile, Ramna police
said they are yet to identify the
gunmen. No case was lodged in
connection with the incident,
the OC of Ramna thana said
yesterday.

Two persons were however
arrested on charge of damaging
vehicles and assaultin% police
at the venue on Friday, he said.
A case was also registered in
this regard, he added.

verable and can match any
combat fighter in use today.

The MIG-29s have the latest
avionics and gunnery equip-
ment, The higher speed is actu-
ally advantageous both for the
purpose of engagement and dis-
engagement.

Talking to The Daily Star
yesterday, Chief of Air Staff Air
Vice Marshal Jamal Uddin said
that the induction of the MIG-
29s was a moment of glory for
the Bangladesh Air Force and it
would enable the BAF to over-
come its deficiency “to a large
extent."

The Air Chief said that it
would not take much time to get
the MIGs fully ‘assembled and
air-worthy' since they have al-
ready been pre-inspected by a
six-member specialist
Bangladesh team in Russia be-
fore their shipment. However,
each of the MIGs, he said, would
be flight-tested by Russian spe-
cialists and then handed over to
the BAF. A 13-member Russian
air force team has already
flown into Bangladesh for the
purpose,

The Mig-29s would be as-
sembled at the BAF hanger in

through cash payment. How-
ever, the deal is on easy finan-
cial terms considering the fact
that the payment is spread over
a nine-year period. The total
package at a cost of 124 million
US dollars is inclusive of air-
craft hardware, primary ar-
maments and ammunition,
training transportation and
lechnical services.

Ten pilots and 70 techni-
cians are in Russia for getting
‘familiarization training" for
handling the new aireraft. It
was learnt that the Bangladesh
technicians are due to return by
the first week of January. How-
ever, the return of the ten pilots
who were sent for training and
each of whom would have to log
20 hours on the new machines.,
would be delayed by a few
weeks, They are now expected to
return by end of January. The
delay has been caused due to bad
weather at the designated place
of training in Russia, it was
learnt.

An induction ceremony is
expected to be held in March to
display the new aircraft in the
Bangladesh skies.

—Star photo
Police raid

42 held, arms
recovered from

Dewanbagh
Darbar Sharif

NARAYANGANJ, Dec 25:
Police with the help of BDR
raided Dewanbagh Darbar
Sharif today and arrested 42
people, reports UNB.

Arms and ammunition were

also recovered from the Darbar
Sharif,

The recovered arms and
ammunition included 50 bul-
lets, 27 bombs, 60 ramdaos and
200 sticks.
- The police raid came two
days ahead of the planned meet-
ings called by both groups at the
same venue on Monday.

Three cases were filed with
Narayanganj thana.

Injured JCD

man dies

By Staff Correspondent

A JCD leader who sustained
assault injury by a gang of ex-
lortionists at Karwanbazar on
December 18, died at the Dhaka
Medical College Hospital yes-
terday.

The dead identified as Mah-
bubur Rahman, publicity secre-
tary of Karwanbazaar Unit of
JCD. Mahbub was a vegetable
vendor of the area.

Millennium fever grips

city’s business

By Mustak Hossain

Traders and retailers in the
city are taking advantage of the
‘millennium fever’ in promoti
their business activities an
sales of their goods and services
ahead of the arrival of the year

2000.

Only 6 days are left for the
advent of the new year.

Businesses have taken up
special programmes like sales,
fashion shows, concert and
'I_Illan}r other promotional activi-

es.

Different multinational and
local big companies dealing with
electronics, clothing and con-
sumers’ durables in general
have offered attractive price re-
ductions and special
‘millennium package’.

The special offers range be-
tlween 5 per cent and 25 per
cent discount on some specific
items. according to market
sources,

Hundreds of people attracted
by the lucrative offers thronged
shops and show rooms in the
capital to buy products of their
choice.

The shops are now open on
all days including weekends in a
bid to make the most out of the
Eid-market and to make up for
the losses incurred during the
frequent general strikes called
by opposition political parties
over the last few months.

Middle class people usually

buy expensive household elec-
tronics during the Eid festival
with the money saved round the .
year for the purpose,

The companies which have
extended ennium sale offers
include Limo, dealer of Braun,
Kenwood, Transcom, dealer of
Philips, Nicole dealer of Pana-
sonic, Rangs Group dealer of
Toshiba and Pioneer, Singer
and Butterfly., dealer of LG
Electronics.

Sellers of electronics have of-
fered special discount and in-
stalment facilities for their con-
sumers on various types of elec-
tronic items such as television,
refrigerators, air conditioners,
microwave ovens and the like.

Computer dealers have also
offered special discounts for
personal computers (PCs) and
computer accessories just be-
fore the transition to the new

year.
A ten-day long ‘millennium
festival’ organised by a group of

businessmen has began at the
Tennis Court of Dhaka Shera-
ton Hotel on December 23.
where all t s of consumers’
products including handicrafts
and clothing are available.,

Different boutique shop own-
ers and designers have also
planned to organise fashion
shows and cloth exhibitions to
mark the advent of the new
millennium.
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Christmas

celeb

The Christian Community of
the country as elsewhere in the
world yesterday celebrated the
Merry Christmas (X-Mas) amid
fun and religious fervour, re-
ports BS5.

The Christian community
shared the joy with the mem-
bers of their families, friends
and neighbours and wished
their bright future on the holy
occasion of the Merry Christ-
mas, the birthday of Jesus
Christ.

The salient features of the
day, the biggest religious festival
of Christian Community, in-
cluded decoration of Christmas
trees, cutting Christmas cakes,
presenting lucrative gifts by the
Santa Claus to the children,
signing Christmas carols, illu-
mination and decoration of
Christmas trees at the houses
of Christian community and of-
fering special prayers in all
Churches across the country.

~ President Shahabuddin

Ahmed hosted a reception for -

the members of the Christian
Community on the occasion of
Merry Christmas at Bangabha-
ban. The President greeted the
members of the community and
exchanged greetings with them.
Members of the Cabinet and
the Parliament, leaders belong-
ing to Christian Community,
diplomats and high civil and

rated

military officials attended the

reception.
- PrimFi* Mirﬁiﬁtegd Sheikh
asina also exchan eetings
with the m&mbersguf glrlri:t?ﬁgn
community at Ganobhaban.
Besides, St Mary's Cathedral
at Kakrail, the Holy Cross at
Luxmi Bazar and Churches at
TE_];:FEIBH, Banani, Asad Gate
and Kafrul also organised spe-
cial prayers on the occasion. St
Paul's Church at Nara}ranganj*
Churches in Chittagong and the
community across the coun
also observed the day with reli-
gious fervour and gaiety.

Bangladesh Television and
Bangladesh Betar yesterda?’
aired special programmes while
natinr:al d:%i ies hrtft‘::u l;glhgggt
special supplemernts hi
tg::: significance of the day. The
day was a national holiday.

Hartal observed
in Narail

NARAIL, Dec 25: A six-hour
hartal was observed by district
BNP peacefully here today, re-
ports UNB. -

The BNP called hartal de-
manding withdrawal of case
against its vice-president
Tariqul Islam who was

chargesheeted in Jessore Udichi
murder.
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"We do not want them to stay

here  and we have told the
United Nations this. They
should intervene,” he said.

The hijackers — reportedly
armed with grenades, pistols
and knives — seized the plane
about 40 minutes after it took
off from Nepal heading for New
Delhi on Friday. It stopped in
India, Pakistan, and the UAE
and was refused landing at sev-
eral airports before making its
latest stop — in Kandahar, the
headquarters of Afghanistan's
ruling Taliban.

A group called the Islamic
Salvation Front had earlier
taken responsibility for the hi-
jacking and had reportedly
asked for the release -DF".‘WD im-
prisoned Kashmiris, involved
in a bloody secessionist move-
ment in Indian-ruled Kashmir.
The prisoners are said to be
members of the militant Mus-
lim group Lashkar-e-Tayyaba,
headquartered in Pakistan.

But a Lashkar-e-Tayyaba
spokesman Abdullah Mutazir

enied any involvement in the

~ hijacking and said "if anyone of

the hijackers say they are
members of our group it is a lie.
We condemn this hijacking and
accuse India of propaganda
against us.”

The plane was carrying 189
passengers when it took off.
While the plane was refueling in
the Emirates, the hijackers re-
leased 27 hostages and the Head

Hong Kong-hased Star TV
identified the slain man as a
25-year-old who was on his
honeymoon in Katmandu. His
wife reportedly remained on
board. The Times of India said
many of the passengers were
Iﬁnne ooners returning from
epal.

One of the women freed in
Dubai, Pooja Tyagi, said the
hijackers ordered passengers to
cover their eyes with their
clothes, according to her
brother-in-law. Tyagi said the
slain man was knifed to death
after looking twice at the hi-
{ackers. said the brother-in-
aw, a Delhi University profes-
sor, VK Tyagi.

Tyagi also said the hijackers
spoke Hindi, but he could not
make out their nationality.

Two men who were amo
those freed at the Al Minha
military base in UAE said the
hijackers carried knives, hand
grenades and pistols.

It was unclear if there were
further deaths among the pas-
sengers. The two freed men told
reporters that at least two pas-
sengers were killed with knives.
Iﬁrgrllag Cé'-'ﬂ Aviation official

nder Gu said one n
was killed nn%tatw in ur:gcg;}-
lier, the hijackers told the pilot
they had killed four people on
board and wounded five more,
Indian officials said, but the
claims could not be confirmed.
The A300 Airbus was hi-

E of terro

jacked after leaving the
Nepalese capital of Katmandu
en route to the Indian capital,
New Delhi. The plane first tried
to land in Lahore, but was de-
nied permission by the gov-
ernment of Pakistan, The hi-
jackers then forced the aircraft
to land in the western Indian
city of Amritsar, where it spent
40 minutes on the ground.

The plane returned to La-
hore, where it made an emer-
gency landing. The Pakistani
Fuvernment gave the hijackers
ood and allowed the aircraft to
refuel and take off after Pak-
istani authorities negotiated
with the captors.

Upon leaving Lahore, the
plane headed toward Kabul.

However, Afghan authorities
told the pilot it was impossible
to land safely in the country
during the night, according to a
Taliban official.

The aircraft then tried to
land in Muscat, the capital of
the Gulf country of Oman, but
was refused permission, accord-
ing to authorities there. It then
headed for the UAE.

Originally, there were 178
assengers and 11 crew mem-

rs on board.

The ers included 150
Indians, eight Nepalese, one
Canadian. One American, four
Swiss, four Spaniards, one Bel-
gian, one Japanese, one Aus-
trian, two French and one [tal-
ian. Four passengers were not
listed by nationality.
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