Federal Express

A rare eagle
lands at
Dhaka Zoo

By Shehab Ahmed

The huge bird, an unidenti-
fied brownish black Eagle, rests
on a wooden platform at the
birds' enclosure at the Dhaka
Zoo since it was brought from
Narsingdi more than a week
ago.
None at Panchdona village
in Narsin'lgdi knew from where
it came. They trapped the ma-
jestic bird with bamboo poles
and fishing nets on the wet-
lands on December 11,

Someone thought that it
should not be killed and in-
formed the local administra-
tion. In a guick feat of wisdom,
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the administration thought
that it should be sent to the
Dhaka Zoop.

When the bird was brought to
the zoo, vets there were shocked
to see its condition. Bruised and
beaten, the bird was in a
trauma, also having diarrhoea.

"Now it has started regaining
strength. having found a mate —
a bl e — in whose nest we
have kept it ", Dr Igbal, the
zoo's vet said.

"We have given it some sul-
pha drugs and vitamins ini-
tially”, Rafiqul Islam, chief of
the bird section said.

But none could identify the
species of the Eagle. Zoo offi-
cials could not say whether it
will be freed or will have to .
spend the rest of its life in the
cage.

It is hostile to humans and
keeps back from visitors.
making it difficult to be
snapped.
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Protest against
BOI boss on

By Staff Correspondent

The Officers and Employees
Welfare Council (OEWC) of
Board of Investment (BOI) at a
meeling vesterday reiterated its
demand lor removal of its exec-
utive chairman Mokammel
Haque for his alleged activities
against the interest of the or-
ganisation and growth of in-
vestment in the country.

The OEWC will submit a
memorandum to the Prime
Minister early next week de-
manding his removal and ful-
filment of its four-point de-
mand, meeting sources said.

The meeting discussed the
overall situation in the BOI and
observed that certain decisions
taken by the executive chair-
man affected investment in the
country and damaged the work-
ing atmosphere in the office.
The whole situation will be de-
scribed in the memorandum,
they said.

The meeting was presided
over by OEWC Convenor Mah-
mud Hasan Mian.

Meanwhile an uneasy calm
was prevailing at the BOI office
at Dilkusha in the city yester-
day following Wednesday's agi-
tation by a section of officers
and employees demanding
Haque's removal. Most of the
officers and employees are now
scared and worried for their
salary and festival bonus, the
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sources said,

Haque did not come to office
yesterday as he was attending a
meeting of the Board of Gover-
nors ol Private Export Process-
ing Zones Authority at the
Priine Minister's office.

The four-point demand in-
cludes promotion of some offi-
cials, end to appointment on
deputation, regular payment of
salary at the beginning of every
month and preparation of a
new organogram for BOI. Pro-
motion of many officials are
long overdue, they claimed,

The BOI Board has no mem-
ber now. All the members either
relired or were transferred re-
cently. BOI member Ansaruddin
Khan retired I\:Estﬂrday and two
others — Khandakar Abdur
Rahman and Azizullah — re-
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Aricha ferries falter at
falling water level

Ferry service at Aricha ghat,
one of the busiest river ports in
the country, may close anytime
as water level in both the Ja-
muna and Padma rivers is
falling alarmingly, officials
said yesterday.

Water level fell by at least
one and a half feet in last one
week and if the downtrend is
any indication, then there are
bad days ahead. Ferries have to
zigzag through the water in a
bid to avoid the shoals.

Water level as of yesterday
morning was fathomed at little
over seven feet at the point of
Aricha ghat. It was more than
11 feet about a month ago.

Ferry movement at Daulat-
dia and Pratabpur ghat also
faces low water problem.

Pratabpur ferry ghat was
shifted from Nagarbari early
this month due to fall in water
level while the narrow channel

By Staff Correspondent

of Daulatdia is being kept in op-
eration by constant dredging at
its point of entry.

According to the Aricha of-
lice of Bangladesh Inland Water
Transport Corporation
(BIWTC]), at least six ferries hit
shoals in last two weeks and
were stranded for hours dis-
rupting ferry service.

The deEuty manager of BI-
WTC Shahabuddin said. "We
were in better position this time
last year. Ferries had minimum
risks ];llyinﬁ the routes but this
year t ad to take half the
usual load while operating.”

"By March water level is ex-
Fecied to fall by at least five
eet. But we are prepared to face
the worst."

Bangladesh Inland Water
Transport Authority (BIWTA])
continued dredging at some
worst-affected areas but some
ferry operators at Aricha ghat

said yesterday that dredging is
being done in an unplanned
way and that it is not sufficient
either. However, relevant BI-
WTA officials claimed they are
doing their best to keep the
river routes in operation,
Meantime, continued fall in
the water level forced BIWTA to
resort to a new one-way passage
to facilitate ferry service. The
passage is roughly 400 feet wide.
Ferry service in Aricha-
Daulatdia ghat is operating
with “great caution”, according
to people who crossed over to
Aricha from Daulatdia said.

Hundreds of vehicles includ-
ing passenger buses and trucks
heading towards southwestern
districts from the capital have
to cross Aricha.

A total of 16 ferries are now
operating in two routes from
Aricha.

Comes again admission ordeal

City schools continue to cause panic parenting
By Reaz Ahmad and Mustak Hossain

Students and their anxious
guardians thronged city schools
yesterday. the last day
procuring and submitting ad-
mission forms at all govern-
ment high schools in the city.

As the year draws to an end,

arents are having a hard time
ike in past years in confirmin
a berth for t?lveir wards in any o
the ‘good educational institu-
tions’ for the ensuing year.

Admissions tests for classes
I to IX in all the 24 government
high schools will be held from
December 26 through to Decem-
ber 28.

Admission seekers had to
negotiate through the notorious
Dhaka traffic that aggravated
further yesterday causing the
formation of big queues of vehi-
cles along main city thorough-
fares.

Admission tests at the Gov-
ernment Laboratory High
School at Dhanmondi is billed
for December 26. Against 240
seats in Class-l, as many as
2,135 admission forms were

of .

sold till yesterday noon. This
school sn{:! 215 more forms for
aspirants who would vie for the
24 seats available for Class-VI.
There are no vacant seats for
academic year 2000 in any
other class in the Govt. Labora-
tory School.

Headmistress of the Tejgaon
Government Girls’ High School,
Begum Lutfa told The Daily Star
that admission test in her
school would be held on Decem-
ber 28,

A total of 1,028 forms were
sold as against 290 available
seats from Class-I to Class-I1X in
this school. However, of the to-
tal 290 vacant seats, 200 seats
are in Class-I while there are
only 90 seats available for the
remaining eight classes.

Till yesterday, some 255
[ormis were sold at the Dhan-
mondi Government Girls' High
School, where 170 seats are
available only for Class-I.

Some 327 people collected
forms for admission into Class-
I at the ‘School’' branch of the

Government Science College at
Farmgate. There are only 50 va-
cant seats here.

A teacher of Narinda Gov-
ernment High School, however,
said that there were ‘reasonably
sufficient number of seats’
available for the year 2000 at
the school to accommodate
most of the admission-seekers.
Somme 153 lorms were sold for
120 vacant seats in Class-I.
Over 500 more seats are avail-
able in other classes of the
school.

Admission tests at Vigarun-
nisa Noon School were held on
December 21.

Admission process into the
Motijheel Ideal Non-Govern-
ment High School, one of the
most sought-after non-govern-
ment high schools in the city, is
yet to begin. An official of the
school said that the schaol's
two branches in the city would
announce schedules for admis-
sion ‘'within a few days’.
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the city.

tired few weeks back. Another
member — Zahid Hossain — was
made OSD in the ministry of es-
tablishment last month. ]

According to the BOI Act, |
there should be six members in
the board but that was never
fulfilled, according to sources.

Mokammel Haque joined as
BOI Executive Chairman in Au-
‘Bust with the rank and status of
a minister, .

Haque could not be reached
over telephone last night for
comment.

Sehri, Iftar timings

Ramadan | Dec | Sehri | Iftar
B 24 | - 521
16 o) 514 | 52
17 o) 514 | 523

December 24
- Azan Jamaat |

 Fajr 512 522
Juma 12-45 1-15
Asr 3-42 4-00
Maghrib 5-21 5-28
 Tarabi 7-15 7-45
Source: Islamic Foundation

Fitra fixed
at Tk 25
for Dhaka

Government has fixed this
year's fitra at Tk 25 equivalent
to price of 1.65 kf wheat or ata
for the people living in and
around Dhaka, reports UNB,

The decision was taken at a
meeting of National Fitra Fixa-
tion Committee at the Islamic
Foundation yesterday.

The fitra for the other parts
of the country has to be ﬁer-
mined on the basis of the mar-
ket price of the same quantity
uf_;;hﬂat or ata, the meeting
said. |
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[
J|issued the ruling
‘\holding "the riba against the
- saying of the holy prophet Mo-
- hammad (SM) and Quran and
Sunnah"
" prophet).

~the Supreme Court
i charging interest was

Armed terrorists

trapped at DU

By DU Correspondent

Four alleged armed terror-
ists sustained serious injuries
when the students and employ-
ees of Jagannath Hall of Dhaka
University beat them up merci-
lessly in front of the lgall yes-
terday.

Two on duty police person-

| nel near the spot Sub-Inspector

Alim and Mahmud, who tried to
rescue the miscreants from the
mob also received minor in-
juries.

One foreign made revolver,
two motor bikes, three petrol
bombs and one knife were re-
covered from their possession,
police said.

The injured were identified
as Hanif, 20, son of Anwar of in
Shariatpur, Razzak, 22, son of
Mannan, of Munshiganj, Mi-
lan. son of Saiful Haq, of

Bangladeshis
protest poor

package in

' Saudi Arabia

RIYADH, Dec 23: Some 170

Bang]adtshi labourers demon-
| strated for back pay and better

|
o

“living conditions,

a Saudi
newspaper reported today. says

See page 11 col 8

| AP.

Barisal and Liton. whose iden-
tity could not known immedi-
ately. They were admitted to the
Dhaka Medical College Hospi-
tal under police custo§

According to witnesses, stu-
dents and employees of Jagan-
nath Hall swooped on the ter-
rorists immediately after they
reached at the hall gate at
around 3 pm and hurled abusive
words at each other.

The terrorists numbering six
came in two groups from the
Palashi and on board two mo-
tor-bikes and one auto-rick-
shaw, sources said.

Police identified the g as
the members of "Five Star”
group led bgelqhal Hossain Apu
and "Kala" Sentu and the other
gang Shamim group lead by
Shamim Ahmed popularl
known as “pichhi” {1ittlef
Shamim were fighting to estab-
lish supremacy at the Nagar
Bhaban. '

The members of two gangs
accused each other of extortion
in cily areas and got locked in
an altercation. Police person-
nel with the help of students
and emg]u}*ees of the hall
chased them and managed to
arrest three.

The remaining three fled af-
ter shooting blank shots from
the spot. Police, however,
cha them and arrested one
along with a revolver and three
petrol bombs.

Kader Siddique

to name it

By Staff Correspondent

Kader Siddique has been
‘empowered’ to choose the name
of the political party he is
scheduled to float following a
convention at the Institution of
Engineers, Bangladesh (IEB) in
the city today, said a press re-
lease issued yesterday.

The new party will be floated
from a convention beginning at
10 am today. Dr Kamal Hossain
will be present as the chief guest
al the first session of the con-
vention.

An emergency meeting of the
Convention Preparatory Com-
mittee was held in the city yes-
terday with its convenor Fazlur
Rahman in the chair, the press
release added.

Weekly holiday

for zoo residents!

The Task Force on National
Zoo yesterday suggested intro-
duction of weekly holiday for
the National Zoo animals at
Mirpur, reports BSS,

e recommendation was
made at a Task Force
meeting at the Ministry of
Fisheries and Livestock with
joint secretary Syed Golum
Kibria, in the chair.

The meeting recommended
that visitors' hours should be
rescheduled from 8 am to 5
pm. It also decided to equip
the zoo officers with necess
skills and traiming to-build a
zoo befitting for the coming
millennium.

BGMEA’s millennium gift

Maiden fashion school takes off Jan 1

Bangladesh's first fashion
school will make the country's
garment manufacturing sector
more professional and competi-
live. says the institute's chair-
marn.

Harun-Ar- Rashid said the
BGMEA Institute of Fashion
and Technology, which opens
in Uttara on Jan. 1, 2000, will
provide well-trained, eflicient
and professional manpower to
over 3,000 garments factories.

The institute will also help
factories improve the quality of
their garments and replace
their expensive, foreign em-
ployees, making their products
more competitive in the global
marketplace, he said.

The institute will provide
short and long-term programs,
mmcluding a two year under-
graduate degree as well as one-
year and six-month diplomas.

The undergraduate degree in
garments technology, manufac-
luring and pattern cutting will

By Rafiq Hasan

toiiow the curriculum of Not-
tingham Trent University, UK.

The one-year diploma will
[ocus on merchandising and
marketing and will be imple-
mented by India’s National In-
stitlute of Fashion and Technol-
ogy.

The six-month diploma on
quality control and mid-level
management will be conducted
by Sri Lanka’s Phoenix College
DFClnthing Technology.

The institute will charge Tk
30,000 a semester for the two-
year undergraduate program
and 40,000 a semester for the
one-year diploma. Applicants
will need an HSC or equivalent
to enter the undergraduate pro-
gram. while a bachelor degree
in_any discipline will be re-
quired for the diploma.

Dr. Ena Brown, an associate
professor with fashion and tex-
tile department at Nottingham
Trent University, will serve as

the institutc’s principal, while
Dr. Azhar-Ud-Din, the former
pro-vice chancellor of Rajshahi
university, will serve as the
vice-principal.

Two senior teachers of the
Phoenix College of Clothing
technology, Sri Lanka and one
from National Institute of
Fashion and Technology will
join the institute next February
to teach the undergraduate and
diploma programs.

Eleven graduates with at
least five years of practical ex-
perience as production man-
agers or in quality control will
be sent to Phoenix College for a
six-week Lraining course before
they join the institute as in-
structors.

The associalion Eruﬂd&d Tk
1.74 crore, while the ministry
of linance and the World Bank
provided Tk 6.50 crore and Tk
seven crore in grants, respec-
tively.

All-party

The BNP-led opposition al-
liannce has finalised the struc-
ture of the All-party Action
Council at union, ward, thana,
district and city levels to inten-
sify the current one-point
movement,

The action council for
Dhaka city is expected to be an-
nounced within a couple of
days. Meantime, the four par-
ties have submitted their re-

ISLAMABAD, Dec 23: Pak-

| istan’s Supreme Court today de-
. clared "riba" or interest, is un-
- Islamic and told the country's
| government to introduce an in-
| lerest-free economic
| the year 2001, the official AP
- News agency said, report agen-
| cies.

tem b

It said a four-judge bench of
the Islamic country's top court
in Lahore,

[traditions of the

n a 1,000-page judgement

{udEy said
against
Islamic teachings, a decision
that seems certain to require

- sweeping changes to this poor

country's banking system.

The lengthy judgement also
called unngtth i
renegotiate its international

\ loans. Pakistan is heavily in-

€ government to -

debted to the International
Monetary Fund as well as
commercial lending institu-
tions,

Pakistan has negotiated a
1.6 billion dollar loan package
from the IMF and owes another
more than 3 billion dollar to
commercial lending institu-
tions and donor countries.

According to the {udgement
"serious efforts shall be made
by the federal government to
relieve the burden of foreign
debt as soon as possible and to
renegotiate the existing loans.”

It goes on to say that "serious
efforts should also be made to
structure future borrowings if
necessary on the basis of Is-
lamic modes of financing."

The judgement, which was
released after the Karachi Stock
Exchange and banking institu-
tions in Pakistan closed for the
day, said eight specific laws
governing interést payments
would have to be revo no

-

Pak SC orders interest-free
economy by 2001

later than March 30, 2000.

The judgement allows for
staggered changes. Other laws
will have to be changed by June
30. 2000 and still others by
June 30, 2001.

That means by June 30, 2001
Pakistan's economy should be
interest free, according to the
slale-run news agency Associ-
ated Press of Pakistan.

"Any amount big or small
over the principle in a contract
of loan or debt is riba and is
prohibited by the Holy Koran
regardless of whether the loan
is taken for the purpose of con-
sumption or for some produc-
tion activity,” said the judge-
ment which was handed] down
by Shariat Appellate bench of
the Supreme Court.

There was no immediate
comment from Pakistan's
army-led government or lead-
ing financial institutions in the

country.

By Staff Correspondent

spective party lists to the Liai-
son Committee for the sched-
uled announcement.

Sources said the Dhaka city
unit action council is likely to
be 101 members strong. Some
other smaller parties like
Jagpa, PNP and Democratic
League will also be included in
the council. There is also pro-
posal of inclusion of some elite,
social workers and prominent

committees outlined

personalities in the council.
BNP will lead the action
council in almost all the units.
There will be one convenor.,
two joint convenors and one
member secretary of the coun-
cil.

Meanwhile, the alliance
will issue a common letter to
thana, district and city units of
the parties from Sunday. "

Banana boom

With increased supply from the southern region, price of banana has come down.
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