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Chance For Talks?

PEAKER Humayun Rashid Chowdhury in a bid

to draw the boycotting opposition into the
Parliament's millennium session has promised to
discuss any precondition that the BNP might set to
her return to the JS. His expectations seem a bhit
misplaced if only because operatively it is the gov-
ernment that has to address the preconditions and
meet them. So, the initiative should have come
from the AL as a party. At any rate, any move com-
ing from the Speaker, however dimmed it may be
by his none-too-successful negotiatory track-
record can be regarded as a positive development.

However, as for the Speaker's offer to talk oppo-
sition preconditions we have to say that these are
right there on the table. Deputy leader of the oppo-
sition AQM Badruddoza Chowdhury has spelt out
five conditions, to a point of absolution, asserting
that only upon fulfilment of those by the ruling
party that the opposition could consider joining
the JS session.

The five BNP preconditions, are not substantial
and do not seem impossible to meet; in fact it must
be granted that they lack the caustic nature of BN-
P's previous sets of demands. Four of the BNP's pre-
conditions have to do with the PM's withdrawal of
'indecent 'remarks. her apology for the same, ex-
punction of the remarks from parliamentary
records and a promise not to repeat them. Now,
there is absolutely no doubt that the PM overshot
the limits of minimum decency when she had re-
ferred to Begum Zia's academic records and more
darkly when alluding to ‘the circumstances' of the
latter's arrest in 1987. While editorialising on this
we had deliberately refrained from quoting her be-
cause we deemed the words she used to be unprint-
able.

We believe it is time she made good on those re-
marks for the good of the country, a retraction that
is certain to earn her the nation's gratitude. She
- does not have to genuflect but just express her re-
grets adding that she recanted in the greater inter-
est of the country.

As for the BNP's last sticking point, the onus for
the lack of 'Speaker's sovereignty and his right to
oversee the JS' has been placed squarely on the
government. The BNP wants the PM to assure the
nation that the AL members will not obstruct the
Speaker's ability to conduct the JS business
smoothly. This fits in with the Speaker's latest in-
direct admission of his failure to perform impar-
tially in the House. This fifth precondition, there-
fore, is not also redeemable.

Police Predicament

INT’ERFERENCE from influential quarters has
been a major impediment to effective and effi-
cient police operations. There have been innumer-
able incidents where law-enforcers, despite nab-
bing perpetrators on the spot of the crime, had to

release them under pressure from people in high
places. Oddly though. whether for fear or favour,
the police appear to have resigned to such unwar-
ranted intrusion into their profcssional jurisdic-
tion. In this context, Sub-Inspector Ziaul Haque's
threat to withdraw his men stationed at thc main
entrance of the Nagar Bhaban to check incoming
vehicles “if they keep asking me to release these
people who defied our polite requests and tried to
show their influence” comes as a refreshing
change. In him, we may have one law-enforcer who
possesses a certain degree of dedication to his duty.

The police have often been criticised for being
biased, corrupt, inefficient, insincere and what
not. The news media, while castigating the law-en-
forcers, decried politicisation of such: a vital state
apparatus. Unfortunately, there has not been any
reversal of that trend. Successive governments
have used police to meet their ends. Consequently,
people in position have taken the police for
granted, to be exploited and denied a due role.
Tuesday’s incident at the Nagar Bhaban, is symp-
tomatic of a socio-political influence.

By exercising their ‘influence’ in this respect,
the ‘high-ups’ have actually compromised security
at the DCC above anything else. We would like to
see Mr. Mayor himself look into the matter and
make sure such interference does not recur.

Rescued Girls

batch of ten girls, earlier trafficked into
India, has finally returned home on Tuesday
through the relentless efforts of Bangladesh Jatiya

Mahila Ainjibi Samity. Their age ranging between

14 and 24, these unfortunate young girls were lured
out of their homes on promise of better life by their
so-called 'lovers' and the touts. Some of these girls
are returning home as long as after eight years,
strangely though they were recovered from the
traffickers four years ago and kept so long at the
shelter home of the Indian Juvenile Board. We
warmly welcome these girls back home and com-
mend the efforts of advocate Salma Ali and her
Leamk who fought a very hard battle to get these girls
ack.

[t is really painful to note that bureaucratic tan-
gles, not only in Bangladesh but also in India, de-
layed the process of recovery and repatriation of
these hapless girls. To avoid such red-tapism we
would like to suggest that (a) there must be Indo-
Bangla understanding from now on to expedite the
process of repatriation of recovered trafficked per-
sons; (b) and our ministries of foreign and home af-
fairs need to be the focal-point for handling such
cases so that the process takes less time and recov-
ery can be made easier, quicker and efficient.

The government must increase and improve
vigil along the borders and neutralize the traffick-

ing rackets at all costs. Given the will it should not
be impossible for the authorities to give a body-

blow to them with appropriate internal surveil-
| lance.
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HILE announcing the
Wnutcume of peace talks

between Israeli Prime
Minister Ehud Barak and
Syrian Foreign Minister
Farook Al Sharah in
Washington on December 15-
16,1999 President Clinton said,
“Syria-Israel peace talk got off
to a good start”. He did not elab-
orate. He looked reasonably
happy as this was the first time
in over three years that these
two adversary states met at the
highest level under the patron-
age of President Clinton him-
self.

The new turn in M-E peace
process appears to have taken
place at the intervention of
spme world leaders during the
last couple of months. The ini-
tiative was taken by President
Nelson Mandela in the month
of October 1999. He traveled to
several Arab and Middle-East-
ern countries and spoke per-
sonally to the top leaders of
those countries. e Sunday
Independent published from
Johannesburg in its report on
October 31 mentioned that
Mandela, on his recent trip, had
“won the backing of key Arab
leaders for three-point plan to
achieve a comprehensive Mid-
dle East peace.” The report also
said that as a part of the deal Is-
rael would withdraw from all
occupied Arab land and in re-
turn "Syria, which does not
recognise Israel, would issue a
declaration recognising the
sovereignty of Israel.” The re-
port also talked about the cre-

matic disaster had the
"Seattle Incident”™ happened
on the soil of any developing
country of the world. Due to the
street agitation and seize, the
%rzmd opening ceremony of the
ummit of WTO had to be can-
celled, proceeding of the gather-
ing had to be delayed by five
hours as most of the designated
delegates of 135 countries had
to stay in their hotel rooms be-
cause all the approach roads to
the Sheraton Hotel. the venue
for the gathering, were blocked.
People on the street were from
all over the world. Among
them, some had been identified
as the 'street boys', some as the
anarchists and of course, the
largest part of the peaceful
demonstrators were from vari-
ous streams of life. Whoever
they were, from where ever they
came, they succeeded in doing
what they wanted to do. The °
Millennium Round' of WTO
could not be launched, even a
common declaration could not
be reached. The long term im-
pact of the failure of the summit
could not be assessed right now,
But from now, the buzzword of
the WTO “globalization™ might
not remain the prescribed sole
panacea for development.

Who Were They?

The chaotic picture of Seattle
on 30 November. 1999 that was
aired all over the world brought
the question to mind of the peo-
ple — who were the agitators on
the streets? Facts are emerging
now about them. Interestingly,
diverse groups from different
regions [or different reasons
assembled in Seattle and some
of the issues were quite unre-
lated to the course of the WTO.
There were environmentalist
groups who wanted to save the
sea-lurtles, human-rights ac-
tivists who wanted the fair trail
of the Union Carbide and the

IT could have been a diplo-

The peace axis — Clinton-Barak-Arafat-hopefully Assad-Mobarak-Abdullah 11-sympathetic
international community — that exists today may suffer irrecoverable break if any of the key
leaders departs ﬁ*?m the scene for any reason. Therefore, all efforts must be made to advance the
peace process with utmost flexibility that can possibly be offered by each of the participants.

ation of an "Tnternational
Commission Lo oversee “final
status™ issues. To be specific
Mandela mentioned to have the
support of President Assad of
Syria, President Mobarak of
Egypt, President Yasser Arafat
and other Arab leaders in his
effort to revive and reactivate
the M-E peace talks. Reportedly,
he then went to Washington to
briel United States President
Bill Clinton. According to the
same report President Mandela
spoke to the British Prime Min-
ister Tony Blair, French Presi-
dent Jacques Chirac and UN
Secrelary-General Kofi Annan.
He also met Israeli President
Weizman and PM Ehud Barak
and discussed the plan with the
two leaders,

With this sort of initiative

by such a renowned world -

statesman a new turn with
some flexibility from the
toughest man like Hafez Al As-
sad was nol unexpected and ap-
parently this made Secretary
Albright's work somewhat eas-
ier when she visited Damascus
to confirm Syria's interest in
the peace lalk. It is, however,
known that the US Administra-
tion has also been making sep-
arate efforts for some time to
make Syrian track work. Obvi-
ously President Clinton has
been personally interested in

completing the M-E peace deal
as his term will be over by the
end of 2000. But the rock started
cracking at the Syrian side as
President Assad being in very
Eunr health was preparing to

and over power to his son and
he wanted to do it after having
completed the land for peace
deal with Israel. President As-
sad knows it very well that his
departure from the scene would
certainly complicate matters
and having practically no ex-

erience to deal with Israelis
is son may ultimatelF fail to
recover Golan Height from Is-
rael. President Assad appar-
ently felt that it was the right
time to take the plunge and
hence the “significant break-
through™ in the Syrian track as
put by President Clinton.

So far as the Israeli side is
concerned the presence of Ehud
Barak at the helm of affairs
with overall mandate for peace
and security made some percep-

tible difference in handling of
the peace process. Before going
to Washington to meet Syrian
Foreign Minister who was sit-
ting in for President Assad,
Prime Minister Barak ad-
dressed the Knesset. He said, ...
a comprehensive and stable
peace can be attained only if it
will rest on several pillars and
cornerstones concurrently:
Egypt, Jordan, Syria Lebanon,
and, of course, the Palestini-
ans.” He, however, admitted

that the negotiations would be
very difficult. He assured every
one that Israel's security would
be his main concern. He said
the agreement "we aim to con-
clude with our Syrian neigh-
bours .... does not reside in
heaven. It is within our grasp,
and today we have a propitious
opportunity that must not be
missed! Forfeiting this oppor-

tunity may even claim a price

in blood ..."
To further assure the Is-

WTO’s Botched Summit: Globalization or

by Dr. Munim Kumar Barai

raelis he said that if real peace
with the Syrians and the Pales-
tinians could be achieved that
will be “the pinnacle of fulfill-
ment of the Zionist vision..." He
categorically said that the peace
cannot be attained “without a
price”. "Any Government in Is-
rael that concludes a full peace
treaty with Syria. as we all
hope, will do so at a painful
price including a painful with-
drawal and a change in the ex-
isting border.” Expressing his
war-time sentiment as Israel's
chief of staff he said, " I climbed
to the Golan Heights as a fighter
in the Six-Day war..., I am fa-
miliar with every gully and
stone on the Golan Heights.... |
cannot tell you that an agree-
ment can be attained without a
steep territorial price.” While
giving valid reasons for the
price that his generation will
pay he said, "It is our supreme
responsibility to history, as our
children look on, to act today so
that we shall not have to dig
new rows of graves tomorrow in
a conflict that could have been
settled in a way that would also
have strengthened Israel re-
gionally and globally.”

Finally Prime Minister
Barak said he would do it in an
overt and clear way and when
the negotiations would be over
he would present the peace

The trend of the time is for globalization and the WTO is the torch bearer of the process. The Seattle
bat{le has fmt derai{ed or permanently halted the process. What the protesters have succeeded to do
is to bring to notice the fact that trade issues can not be totally oblivious to the social issues.

Gap and other firms for crime
against the humanity, French
farmer Jose Bove, who gol into
prominence for the cow ride
protest in his country. the
protesters who protested
against the Chinese presence in
Tibet and so on. The most no-
table part of protest was the
march of tens of thousands of
trade unionists nr%anized by
the AFL-CIO. the labour group
which has endorsed the presi-
dential bid of Al Gore of the
Democralic Parly.

The most violent section of
the protestors has been de-
scribed by the press as the
‘street boys’, who seem to be
very closer to the ‘tokais' of
Bangladesh. They were desper-
ate and daring and did a lot of
the damage to the properties
and street fighting. Though the
anarchists were also involved
in the entire battle, the 'street
boys seemed to have outma-
noeuvred them. That still
leaves over 1000 non-govern-
mental organizations [(NGOs)
and tens of thousands of other
ordinary Americans who
braved the rainy north-west to
protest. The main mode of
cormmunication among the var-
ious sections of the protesters
was the internet. Along with the
show in Seattle, the power of
the net has become very evident
from the episode. Their collec-
tive efforts and the chaotic end
of the summit do not signif
that the objections to the %’?l‘(g
that have been raised may
stand out any better than it has
before. But from now on, the
fires of the Seattle spirit might
illuminate every objection.

Issues Controversial

A lot of issues were targeted
to be brought into the new
round. And many have been
there in the air for quite some
time. In most of the cases devel-
oped and developing countries
are at the opposite sidge of the
table. But there are some issues
where some of the teveloped
countries are with the develop-
ing countries. TIie’ interesting
part of the entire episode is
that the United States is a party
to all of the controversial is-
sues. Take the issue of standard
and low cost labour of the third
world countries. The US and
the EU members are on the
same side that the standards
have to be enhanced in the third
world countries so that it can-
not threaten the jobs markets
of the western world. Their ar-
gument is based on the theme
that as the labour standards
are low and the adherence of
laws is_minimal for the labour,.

so vast pool ef workforce is”

available at a very cheap cost in
the developing countries. This
indirectly is threatening the
hi%h cost labour force of the de-
veloped countries by way of low
priced products, Same is the
case wilh the issue of environ-
ment. The third world opposes
the ‘enviro’ restrictions on the
plea that for their development,
they cannot be cent per cent
sensitive to the environmental
issues as it would pose a great
obstruction to the development
agenda in many of them. The
irony of the issue is that the
multinationals of the first
world origin are some of the
biggest culprits of the environ-

mental disasters in the develop-
ing countries. Moreover, in
their own countries they have
done long ago what the third
world countries are trying to
right now. So their objections
at the moment though have
bases, do not seem to be that pi-
ous in nature.

Then comes the issues of
agriculture subsidy and the
market access of the agriculture
products. The United States and
the developing countries are
asking the EU members and
Japan to open up their agricul-
ture markets and lower the
level of agriculture subsidies
they are offering right at the
moment. A huge battle seems to
loom large on several key in-
dustries including healthcare,
banking, education, insurance
and e-commerce., The United
States wants to slash barriers
to these industries while the
rest of the world is resisting the
US pressurg as the fear of the
onslaught of the TNCs is haunt-
ing the local industries in most
of the countries. In recent time!
many products of the develop-
ing countries are increasingly
facing non tariff barriers of
various sorts in the markets of
the developed countries. These
were supposed to be brought to
the focus of the discussion of
the WTO. But for the time being
the opportunity has been lost.

Impact

It will take some time to as-
sess the real impact of the lost
summit. [t may also be impru-
dent to figure out the winners
and losers of the lost process.
The fact is that the opponents of

lobalization for the moment

ave achieved an immediate
success in l]_::oﬂpﬂnin the issues
that could have been brought on
the agenda for debate and dis-
cussion under the aegis of WTO.
But the long term impact of the
aborted trade summit could be
less than what might be thought
at this moment. Two incidents
need to be carefully assessed.
B?' the presence and the march
of tens of thousands of trade
unionists organized by the AFL-
CIO, the labour 1gre::ul:rf did draw
the attention of everyone. The

oup has endorsed the presi-

ential bid of Al Gore of the
Democratic Party. The speech
the US President delivered on
the WTO dais is seen to be at-
tuned to the demand of the AFL-
CIO protesters. Moreover, be-
fore the US President left the
Seattle Summit venue, an in-
terview with him appeared in
the Seattle Post-Intelligencer

. that was pnhe;vin% to most of
of

the participants of the develop-

. +ing countries. He told the paper
- that he wanted a wurkinﬁl up
ablished

on labour -te -be -est
within the WTO to develop ‘core’
standards for wages, working
conditions and other labour is-
sues that should be part of every
trade agreement. Ultimately, he
said, they should be enforced
through trade sanctions, the
WTO's ultimate weapon. So the
incoming election of the United
States seemed to have affected
the fate of the summit in a big-
ger way than anything else.
These cannot but send omi-
nous signals to the developing
countries, as the internal affair
of a single powerful country

Syria-Isral Peace Talks *““Got off to a Good Start”

agreement to the Israeli people
for a “plebiscite.” He, however,
hoped that the people will ap-

prove the agreement by a
"sweeping majority.” His
statement in the Knesset

(Parliament) clearly indicated
his determination to pursue the
peace talks vigorously and he
wanted to grasp the opportunity
that exists today and may not
remain in place for long., Prime
Minister Ehud Barak is young
but two leaders - President As-
sad and President Yasser Arafat
— he has been dealing with are
not only at advanced age but
also in poor health. Being quite
aware of Arab politics, Barak
knows that the departure of any
from the scene would plunge the
Arab world into total uncer-
tainty politically and militar-
ily. The "enemies” of peace at
both Arab world and Israel are
only waiting in the wings to
seize the opportunity to be lost
by the present leadership. The
situation is likely to be more
complicated with the departure
of President Bill Clinton from
the White House in an year's
time. The peace axis — Clinton-
Barak-Arafat-hopefully Assad-
Mobarak-Abdullah 11-sympa-
thetic international commu-
nity — that exists today may
sulfer irrecoverable break if
any of the key leaders departs
from the scene for any reason.
Therefore, all efforts must be
made to advance the peace pro-
cess with utmost flexibility that
can possibly be offered by each
of the participants.

Not?

could be detrimental to them. It
is the cost competitive labour
force that is giving many of the
third world countries a sort of
leverage in the international
trade. If they are to lose it to the
pressure of the developed coun-
tries they are sure to be affected
in a much bigger way. So WTO
should be a common forum
where they must defend them
together on that the labour is-
sue should not be brought under
the specter of the . More-
over, the sickle of various NTBs
have to be dealt with so that
they do not face restrictions on
the way to their trade to the de-
veloped markets. In this sense,
with the failure of the summit,
the developing countries have
lost an opportunity to focus on
their immediate trade con-
cerns. The developed countries
have, on the other hand, missed
the moment to bring in some
genuine grounds of their con-
cerns that have to be delayed for
the time being,

Conclusions

The trend of the time is for
globalization and the WTO is
the torch bearer of the process.
The Seattle battle has not de-
railed or permanently halted
the process. What the protesters
have succeeded to do is to bring
to notice the fact that trade is-
sues can not be totally oblivious
to the social issues. This could
be a new dimension that is to be
kept in mind when the negotia-
tors sit down again to discuss
the various tricky issues of
multilateral trade. And here
lies the biggest threat to the
WTO as in the WTO's free-trade
agenda there are so many issues
where the members find it easy
to disagree than to agree.

The writer is an Assistant
Professor of Bangladesh Insti-
tute of Bank Management, Mir-
pur, Dheika,
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"The Present
Political

Impasse ..."

Sir, My attention has been
drawn to the suggestion given in
the article "The Present Politi-
cal Impasse : The Way Out" by
Enam A Chowdhury. As a
means to avoid the necessity of
holding by-election Mr Chowd-
hurY suggested that in case any
parliamentary seats or an
elected office gets vacant during
a term, the position may be
filledup by the nominee of the
political party whose represern-
tative has earlier won election
for the seat. If the elected per-
son, whose seat may fall va-
cant, happens to be an indepen-
dent candidate and has re-

- mained independent candidate

till the vacancy occurs, then
the candidate who obtained the
next highest vote in the general
election could be declared
elected in the vacant seat.

I think this is a dangerous
line of thinking which would
trigger politics of violence, If a
candidate sees the prospect of
being declared in a certain seat,
then he might be inspired to
make the seat vacant by resort-
ing to way of killing and con-
spiracy. Moreover the very idea
is not democratic in nature.

Instead, a permanent care-
taker council could be estab-
lished for holding by-election
and other election in the coun-
try to fillup the vacant seats.

Mohammed Abul Kalam
Chittagong.

To the Home

Minister

Sir, Recently the Home Min-
ister Mohammad Nasim asked
his partymen in the city to list
the names of terrorists in their
respective areas. This has
raised a few gquestions.

How much is it reasonable
to mix up party work with po-
o all the terrorists

that
partymen would not list the
names of their opponents? And
the last but most important
question: how could the ruling
party expect to reach a consen-

minister

SUre his

sus with the opposition when
the Home Minister himself is-
sues such partisan instruction?

Turjo Mohammad
Zict Hall DU

Trade Unions in
the EPZs

Sir, the debate between the
U5 Ambassador, the Minister
of Commerce and Industry and
the investors in the Export
Trade Zones (EPZs) is a lively
and important one. The US con-
tention is that the right to or-
ganise and strike are universal
worker rights and therefore
must be allowed in the EPZs
also. The objection of the oppo-
nents is that the EPZs have had
a good record of protecting
worker rights in Bangladesh,
while the trade unions (TUs)
have ruined the industrial pub-
lic sector. Therefore, if they
were allowed in the EPZs, they
would drive off investors, not to
mention the possibility of ruin-
ing the existing private sector
in the EPZs.

One question the US Ambas-
sador has not been asked is; are
all TUs worthy to enjoy the
universal rights of workers?
Workers indeed have these
rights but does this mean that
all TUs equally have the same
rights? Or are there TUs, which
by their very nature have re-
nounced their rights because
they ignore the correlative du-
ties, which necessarily go alon
with rights? Most TUs o
Bangladesh are associated with
political parties and therefore
are not free unions. The interest
of the workers is not their only
concern and, many would say,
is not even their primary con-
cern. Americans maintain that
freedom is the only basic right
(as is incorporated in the Uni-
versal Declaration of Human

Rights), so they should only
recognise free unions as enti-
tled to represent the workers in
the pursuit of their rights.
Further, the USA was the
only country in the UN that
voted against the declaration of
a right to development. Their
contention was that develop-
ment is not a right but a goal
which a country should aim at
and gradually pursue. If devel-
opment were a right, all poor
Americans could sue the gov-

ernment to recognise at once

their right to development and
fulfill it. Applying this to the
resent discussion, do local TUs
1ave a right to immediate de-
velopment on demand?

Father Timun
Dhaka

For a Stable
Political System
Sir, | ocecasionally read in-

tellectually vibrant articles in
the DS. It is quite heartening to
know that there are still some
sane people around. The sad
part is that no one of these peo-
Ele will ever come forward and

ecome politically active, at
least not wuntil fair politics
comes into existence. In an ar-
ticle For a Stable Political Sys-
tem written by Mr. Ramzul
Seraj, the portion that stands

out 1o he the ultimate truth is
‘the vision of a leader of the
country. once in the opposition,
more or less reflects that of the
general masses. But these vi-
sions change as soon as they
come into power.'

I hope this will be an eye-
opener for our politicians.

Dr Nazneen Nizam
18/AO0dDOHS
Banani, Dhalka

New treatment for

Kala-azar

Sir, A study published in the
December 9, 1999 issue of New
England Journal of Medicine,
the most prestigious US medi-
cal journal, showed all the po-
tentials of bringing a revolu-

tion in the treatment of kala- .

azar. Kala-azar or visceral
leishmaniasis is a life threat-
ening disease and one of the
major health hazards in our
country. It fr&guently is asso-
ciated with epidemics, particu-
larly in the northern part of
Bangladesh. Till now, the
mainstay treatment of kala-
azar is pentavalent antimonial
compound like sodium sti-
bogluconate. Apart from its side
effects, the failure rate of this
60-year-old drug is up to 40 per
cent in some areas. The other
choices are pentamidine

lives and our blood

old, rich and
our beloved birthplace;

fought;

brought to naught;
the honour of our women:
seemed so far awa

tion, as a people;

sung.
Wasif Islam
Dhanmandi, Dhaka

What MUKTI BAHINI stood for?

Sir, The famous Mukti Bahini, loved and hated depending
whether you were friend or foe in 1971, stood for...
M- for our motherland which we dared to defend with our

U- for Utopia which we naively dreamt about, the Golden
Bengal, through those long bleak nine moths of '71:

K- for a sense of kinship which forged us to unite as one '
| against the might of the enemy armour;
T- for tenacity which suddenly could be found in young
poor alike, to repel the invaders who were defiling

I - for integrity, without which a freedom struggle cannot be

B- for Bongobondhu, a symbol, a name, the thought of his
captivity made us fight harder for the cause;

A-for the Almighty, without whose Help all would have been

H- for honour which we tried our best to protect, specially

I- for Independence , that coveted prize which at times

N-for natinnalvi'sm. the burning desire to be heard as a na-

I- for the individuals who joined the stru
their lives and their wealth yet and are still u

and

e, sacrificed
nown and un-

i~ctheonate, which has its side
vllects too. ,
Recently, Amphotericine B
has been shown to be 95 per
cent effective but it frequently
causes renal dysfunction. A

‘newer formulation called lipo-

somal Amphotericin B has less
side effects but its high cost pre-
cludes its use in the developing
countries where this disease is
prevalent. Moreover a major
disadvantage of all these drugs
is that all of them have to be in-
jected.

The study published in the
New England Journal of
Medicine was carried out by In-
dian and German physicians. It
showed tremendous success of a
newer agent Miltefosine in
treating kala-azar. Miltefosine,
which was originally developed
as an anticancer drug, has all
the potentials of becoming the
first ever highly effective
treatment of kala-azar. The
study showed 97 per cent cure
rate of kala-azar with a four-
week regimen of 100 mg of mil-
telosine per day. Even better
finding was that cure rate was
high even among patients in
whom antimonial therapy had
failed. Further trials are still
being carried out.

I would like to take this op-
portunity to draw the attention
of our physicians and health
authorities, particularly, the
(IEDCR) Institute of Epidemiol-
ogy, Disease Control and Re-
search in Dhaka to explore the
possibilities of using this drug
In our country,

Dr A Nasser Khan,
DTM&H(London)
Resident Physician
University of Chicago(Weiss
Memorial] Hospital

Chicago, USA

MD,

Everyday is
hartal?

Sir, It seems that we are
drowning in an endless string
of hartals. Has everybody gone
insane? | mean, the month of
November had gone by in the
wink of an eye because of so few
working days. Now, even in the
month of Holy Ramadan the
common people are not being
spared, especially in Chit-
tagong, one whole week in De-
cember has already been lost on
account of 36-hour hartal and
government holiday. Thigweek
there was hartal on the 21" and
again there was a call for hartal

by the Chhatra Shibir on the
following day. So, practicall

everyday seems to be a hartall
Isn't there anybody who can do

something to stop these mind-
less acts

A Beuwildered Observer
Chittagong

Y2K in Dhaka

Sir, The Dhaka Electric
Supply Authority (DESA) con-
tinues to prepare identical elec-
tric bills for the past several
months showing same units of
electricity consumption because
of computer problems. I went to
collect 'no-demand certificate'
from DESA office at Green
Road, Dhaka but they could
give me the certificate up to
January '99 since new computer
programmed bill has been
introduced [rom February '99.

The DESA office do not possess
any record of bill payment
since Feb '"99 and in newly de-
signed bills the account num-
bers of consumers have been
changed. It seems YZ2K has just
engulfed DESA before the prob-
able advent of Y2K!

| went to collect a bill book
for Titas Gas but the officials
asked me to produce relevant
documents in respect of gas
connection. On the following
day, | produced all the docu-
ments but the official indicated
that I am to pay some more
money, He asked me to come
again to collect the relevant
voucher though I was the lone
customer. The self-prepared gas
bill is paid to relevant banks
Eut ledger books are not up-to-
ate.

The WASA meter continues
to give abnormal readings and
thus | approached WASA office
at Segun Bagicha. The official
asked Tk 3000 as service charge
but without a receipt. However, |
could settle at Tk 2500 instead
of paying higher charges. The
ledger book located at WASA
Fakirerpool did not contain all
entries of WASA payment and
thus | had to spend some extra
money Lo avoid probable dis-
connection.

Thus it is evident that Y2K
has already reached our service
sectors.

Mahbuar Rahman
Dasani Vill+P.O
Bagerhat



