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Ever been caught up in a
nasty traffic jam, especially
when you were on your way to
your place of work? In all prob-
ability, the answer is likely to
be in the positive, if you happen
to be a resident of one of the
most densely populated cities of
the world. Not just any other
‘densely populated’ cities of our
one and the only globe.

Things are just not the same
with all the metropolises, for,
they do not have identical
modes of transports and
equally narrow roads. Nor are
the men managing the traffic
are of equal ‘“efficiency’
throughout the world. It re-
quires a special aptitude to be
able to control and uncontrol-
lable traffic, comprising vari-
ous kKinds of transports ranging
from shining motor cars of the
latest model to those three-
wheeler rickety contraptions
called 'rickshaws' !

And one's experience de-
pends on many more factors.
You are likely to have one kind

By M. R. Rousseau

of feeling., when caught up in a
traffic jam in, say, Rome or
London. The experience is
bound to be different, if the lo-
cation happens to be Delhi, Cal-
cutta and, god forbid, Dhaka—
the Bangladesh capital! Things
are different at Dhaka, as con-
tradistinguished from all other
capital cities of the world. For,
this , perhaps is the lone capital
city along whose network of
roads and streets all kinds of
transports carry passengers,
according tot heir socio-eco-
nomic standing. The rich obvi-
ously can afford to move in lux-
ury, air-conditioned <cars. A
little less fortunate ones travel
in what they call auto-rick-
shaws. Those travelling by
buses and auto-tri-wheelers
called ‘tempos’ or tricycle rick-
shaws can ge grouped under the
lower middle class and the

poorer sections of the citizenry.

If you happen to fall in the
last category of the lesser mor-
tals. you are sure know that
your travelling cannot begin be-

fore a successful negotiation
with the driver ol the three
wheeler of your choice. And
there is a way of beginning the
negotiations. As soon as you
have been able to draw the at-
tention of the driver of your
chosen vehicle, you must ask
the driver, ‘going my way’ or
words to that effect. If and when
the answer is in the positive,
then would follow the question
of fare. Nobody, however, would
be bale to give you any idea
about the ible time of your
reaching the destination. It all
would depend on the hour of the
day and the kind of vehicles
that are out or¥ the roads. It the
trucks and push carts are out
there. then you may be sure of
adding another, extra half an
hours’ time to your expected
time of arrivall And god only

" knows, where on earth will you

have to wait and for how long,
as you ‘proceed’ towards wher-
ever you wish to proceed. What
do you do when you are caught
up in one of those unpredictable

traffic jams, especially in pre-
Eid festival jams. All one can
do is—wait. Wait, quite indefi-
nitely. And while waiting, you
can, to begin with cast your eyes
around and ity other
‘stranded’ ones Eke yourself
(and, possibly your counter-
parts do the same at the same
time). Then, if you still have
time, you may ask your driver
about the position of things to-
wards the end of the jammed
road. If that also does not cover
your waiting time, then you
could look on both sides of the
road and read the signboards
and hoarding—if they are visi-
ble, that is.

If none of these work and
there is still no sign of things
easing, all you could do, as the
last resort, is get down from
your vehicle and do some shop-
ping, provided you have some
cash on you. If not, you must
make do with ‘window shop-
ping’. Don't forget to pay off the

- driver of your hired vehicle be-
fore you do so!

Metropolitan

Traffic jam & your last resort!
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to control vehicular traffic movements.
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Bangladesh Army personnel have been deployed at important points of the city yesterday

— Star photo

Shahabuddin
felicitates
Akihito

President Justice Sha-
habuddin Ahmed greeted
Japanese Emperor AKihito

esterday on the occasion of his
irthday to be observed today.
reports UNB.

In a message to Akihito, he
said, "I am confident that the
existing bond of friendship, co-
operation and mutual under-
standing between Bangladesh
and Japan will grow in depth

and dimension in the next mil-
lennium."

Weekly meeting

The regular weekly meeting
and annual meeting of the Ro-
tary Club of Dhanmondi will be
held today at 4:00 pm at Dhaka
Club Upstairs Family Lounge.
All members are requested to
altend on time, says a press re-
lease: ;

JSD-backed BCL
observes
Solidarity Day
By DU Correspondent

JSD backed-Bangladesh
Chhatra League (BCL) yesterday
observed Student-Workers Sol-
idarity Day marking the 15th
death anniversary of Shahja-
han Siraj, a student leader.

Shahjahan Siraj, the stu-
dent leader was gunned down
BDR at the Rajshahi University
campus in 1984,

Marking the day, the BCL
hoisted the party flag half mast,
placed wreath at the Central
Shaheed Minar in the morning
and brought out procession on
the Dhaka University campus
at noomn,

Following the procession,
BCL held a rally in front of the
DUCSU building on the campus.

Presided over by Obaidur
Rahman Chunnu, the rally was
addressed, among others, by
Karim Sikder, Mirza Moham-
mad Anwarul Haq, Amran Al
Amin, Munir Ahmed Lenin,
Shamim Ahmed and Ajharul
Islam Liton.

BNP expels its
Sirajganj dist
unit leader

By Staff Correspondent
The BNP has cancelled the
primary membership
ajganj district unit leader
Alamgir Alamin Kajol for his

anli-party activities and creat-
ing inner-party conflict.

Subsequently, he was also
relieved from all posts bein
hold in committees of BNP an
Juba Dal.

A press release of BNP yes-
terday said the expulsion order
came at the instruction of BNP
chairperson and Leader of the
Opposition in Parliament

aleda Zia.

French language
course from Jan 16

New session of French Lan-
guage course at Alliance Fran-
caise de Dhaka will begin on
January 16, says a press release.

For further information
contact the Alliance Francaise,
House 26, Road 3, Mirpur Rd,
Dhanmondi, Dhaka.

of its Sir-
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Five-member
BNP team
off to Bangkok

By Staff Correspondent

The five-member BNP dele-
%atinn yesterday left for
angkok en route home from
Canton in China after 9-day
visit at the invitation of Com-
munist Party of China.

Top ranking leaders of CPC
and senior government offi-
cials saw off the BNP delega-
tion, which was led by party
secretary general Abdul Man-
nan Bhuiyan, at the Canton
Airport, said a press release.

The Chinese leaders hoped
that the visit between the two
countries and two parties will
contribute a lot to further
strengthen thz existing rela-
tions.

They said the relations be-
tween the CPC and BNP which
built over the years will con-
tinue in the days ahead and
strengthen the bondage.

In reply, Bhuiyan expressed
his deep satisfaction for warm
hospitality and said China is
the trusted friend of
Bangladesh. He said the for-
ward march of the two parties
will continue in future.

Bhuiyan left for Singapore
from Bangkok yesterday for
medical check up and will re-
turn to Dhaka on Friday. While
the other members of the dele-
gation will return home today,
the release added.

ABC AGM
Dec 25

The 22nd Annual General |

Meeting of the General Body of
Assistance for Blind Children
(ABC] will be held at 11:00 am
on December 25 at ABC Head Of-
fice, 2/11, Tajmahal Road,
Block-C, Mohammadpur, says a
press release,

All members of the General
Body of ABC are requested to at-
tend the meeting on time.

Review meet on progress

of CHT dev projects

A review meeting on the
progress of the Task Force on
Repatriated Tribal and Internal
Refugees Rehabilitation and
also of different development
projects being implemented b
Chittagong Hill Tracts (CHT
Development Board in CHT ar-
eas was held in the city yester-
day, reports BSS.

Chittagong Hill Tracts Af-

fairs Minister Kalpa Ranjan .

Chakma presided over the
meeting held at his secretariat
office.

Chairman of the Task Force
on Repatriated Tribal and In-
ternal Refugees Rehabilitation
Dipankar Talukdar MP,
Chairman of Chittagong Hill
Tracts Development Board Bir
Bahadur MP, Acting Secretary
of the Ministry of Chittagon
Hill Tracts Affairs (CHTA) M
Sakhawat Hossain and Joint
Secretaries of the Ministry of
CHTA Md Abdul Awal Chowd-
hury and A Z M Shafiqul Islam
atlended the meeting.

Chairman of Rangamati,
Khagrachhari and Bandarban
Hill District Parishads Ching

Halt to illegal
toll collection

demanded
BYy Staff Correspondent

Truckers have demanded the
government to stop illegal toll
collections on the highways
immediately.

In a joint statement yester-
day the president and general
secretary of Bangladesh Truck
Chalak Sramik Federation said
that tolls were being collected
forcefully by putting bamboo-
barricade on the highways.

The leaders. Md Ismail and
Roy Ramesh Chandra, stated
that some people in the name of
workers' unions were collecting
tolls forcefully in the whole
northern region.

] r . b o |
k] i o3
1 b
~
- 0 R
7B
ﬂ? 1

5
o
1

3
e REEL Yy

£, 5 I8

———
b

e o

- 5

1?

b

23 December - 1 January 2000

everyday from 10:00 a.m. t0 9:00 p.m

The leading boutiques &3
Renowned individual designers &2
New. Promising Talents &3
Handicrafts £3

Leather goods &3

e and much more !

Kew Roaza. Jotindra Lal
Tripura and Thawin Saw Prue
Master respectively were pre-
sent.

During the meeting, the min-
ister said the development pro-
ject undertaken in CHT areas
should be implemented within
the stipulated time to speed up
the development there,

He urged all concerned to
discharge their respective duties
devotedly. Kalpa Ranjan laid
stress on formulating a policy
assigning respective re-
sponsibilities and coordination
in this regard. :

The minister sought cooper-
ation from all concerned to pre-
sent the nation a "new, and
more balanced and developed
Chittagong Hill Tracts in the
new millennium” infusing dy-
namism into development
works.

Best Aviation Ltd
offers spl holiday
package

By Staff Correspondent

The country's first heli-
copter tourist flight operator
Best Aviation Limited has of-
fered special holiday package to
the country's main two tourist
destinations, Kuakata and
Cox's Bazar,

The Best Aviation will ¢
passengers from Dhaka by a
twin engine, air-conditioned,
luxurious helicopter, said a
press release.

The company will provide
aceommodation, twin bedded
air-conditioned room.' break-
fast, transport from and house
by Hertz.

The cost for a two-night
three days tour estimated at US
dollar 700 or Taka 35.000 per
person for the individuals. US
dollar 600 or Tk 30,000 per per-
son or a group of eight people
and US dollar 500 or 5.000
per person for a group of 16 peo-
ple.

The BK-117 helicopter can
accommodate eight passengers
at a time,

The first flight left Dhaka

for Cox's Bazar yesterday while

‘second and third flight will
leave on December 24 and 27 re-
spectively.

JCD warns of

tough movement

By DU Correspondent

Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal
(JCD), student wing of main op-
position BNP, vyesterday
brought out a procession on the
Dhaka University campus de-
manding release of its activists
including its president and gen-
eral secretary before Eid.

Later, JCD also held a rally
at the Aparajeo Bangla.

Addressing the rally, the
JCD leaders accused the ruling
party of torturing the opposi-
tion workers, "The Awami
League government is arresting
and harassing the opposition
activists in an undemocratic
way to cling to the power”, they
said.

The leaders threatened to
launch a tough movement
across the country after Eid-ul-
Fitr to topple the government if
their demand was not met.

Financial irregularities
Religious ministry
asked to submit
report

The Parliamentary Stand-
ing Committee on Public Ac-
counts yesterday asked the
Ministry of Religious Affairs to
submnit a detailed report about
the persons involve
cial irregularities of the min-
Istry, reports BSS.

This was stated in a meeting
of the committee held at the
Jatiya Sangsad Bhaban with its
chairman S M Akram in the
chair.

The meeting discussed 18
audit objections and financial
irregularities of the Religious
Alfairs Ministry from 1983 to
1887 raised by the Auditor and
Comptroller General. The audit
objections included the finan-
cial irregularities related to
Haj] management.

Committee members Col.
(Retd) Shawkat Ali, M K Anwar,
Mohammad Mojibor Rahman,
Whip Vice Principal Moham-
mad Abdus Shaheed, Abul
Kalam Azad. Mustafizur Rah-
man, Nurul Islam Naheed,
Hafiz Uddin Bir Bikram and
Abdul Mannan attended the
meeting.

Aurlitor and Comptroller
General Syed Yusul Hossain
and concerned officials were
also present.

Millennium Mela
at Sheraton

from today

A ten-day long grand Mil-
lennium Mela begins at the
Tennis Court of Dhaka Shera-
ton Hotel today. Dhaka Shera-
ton in cooperation with Ruby's
Ad will hold this colourful fair
to welcome the new Millen-
nium, says a press release.

State Minister for Youth,

.Sports and Culture Obaidul

Qader will inaugurate the grand
fair at 12 noon.

The Mela will have more
than 40 decorated stalls from
where traditional handicraft,
jewelleries, leather goods,

andloom products, Jamdani
and Benarasi sarees, Munipuri
and other tribal goods, Pan-
jabees and Kurta, boutiques and
a large wvariety of attractive
items of rgputed organisations
will be on display for sale.

To facilitate the visitors who
are fasting, Dhaka Sheraton
will have a stall where tradi-
tional Iftar will be available.

The fair will continue till
January 1.
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Army deployed
to control
traffic situation

Army personnel were de-
ployed yesterday at important
points of the capital to ease
traffic congestion, says a press
release.

"The army personnel de-
ployed at different crossings of
the city includes Jatrabari,
Saidabad, Gulistan and Farm-
gate,” an ISPR release said.

The deployment of arm
personnel prior to holy Eid-ul-
Fitr is expected to relieve the
city dwellers from the curse of
traffic congestion. the release
added.

DU winter
vacation
begins today

Dhaka University goes on its
last winter and Eid-ul-Fitr va-
cation of this century today. re-

8 | ports UNB.

Official sources said the uni-
versity would reopen on Jan-
uary 15.

They said administrative ac-
tivities of the university would
remain closed only from Jan-
uary 4-14.

Internet training
programme at
British Council

A training programme on
the Internet & CD-ROM uses for
local NGOs was held at the
British Council, Cyber Centre of
Dhaka yesterday, says a press
release.

Representatives from ARBN,
Bangladesh Women's Health
Coalition, Dhaka Community
Hospital and Nayan Action
Foundation participated in the
programime.

The main objective of the
training was to promote the
uses of Internet & CD-ROM in
the field of development. Topics
of the programme included uses
of Internet & e-mail, searching
information, connection with
development agencies and
health-related resources.

The training was conducted
by the Cyber Centre Manager,
Linda Gomes.

For Sale

BD issue: American Bicen-
tennial {Mini/Sheets) imperf &
perf, other mini/sheets, mint
stamps. British mini/sheets,
mint/used stamps, FDCS,

" Definitive stamps etc. Ameri-

can mint/used stamps, FDCS
and World-wide. Zaman Res:
9003837

C-1051 |

AFFIDAVIT

|, Norbert Gomes of G. P. Ka
13/1A Nathda, Guishan-2, Dhaka
hereby solemnly affirm and declare
E’r an affidavit
agi

before the
strate 1st Class that the
actual and accurate name of my
son is Robert Ranjan Gomes not
Robert Gomes.
Let it be known and recorded in
his all relevant papers and

documents.

C-1055 Norbert Gomes
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<4 -~ Tender Notice

University of Dhaka:-Sealed tenders in Dhaka University
‘Tender for works™ are hereby invited from enlisted contractor's
(Elec) of Dhaka University for the works of *Shiting of 300 KVA
Sub-Station equipments to the newly constructed room at Salimullah
| Hall area, DU" and will be received by the undersigned up to 12 Noon
on 30th December 1999 and will be opened on the same day at 12:30
PM by the undersigned, in presence of the tenderers who ma
remain present. Tenderers will have to deposit a sum of Tk 1?00)-‘
1ﬂnfy as earnest money in the form of Demand Draft or Pay-Order
from any scheduled Bank of Bangladesh in favour of the
fundersigned. Tender schedule and other particulars i/c terms and
conditions may be had from the office of the undersigned on all
working days except on the date fixed for submitting the tender on
payment of Tk 60/- (non-refundable) to the Janata Bank, Dhaka
If University Branch after obtaining permission from the undersigned.

The Dhaka University authority reserves the right to accept or
reject any or all tenders without assigning any reason. The
contractors are liable to abide by the decision of the authority.

Contractors should write the name of the work & their firm's name

Acting Executive Engineer (Elec)

—
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Md Mujibullah

of Dhaka.

in finan- |

Authenticated ltalian and Indian food now in Dhaka

restaurant

La-illa restaurant at top of the building in Note

the best place for Italian cuisine
prepares'i:y‘itaﬁ%n chel"
ANTONIC BENDINELLII® -
vi{{n 54 Kawran bozar Dhaka 1215

Tel 9113955, 9130919, 912 4106 Fox BB0-2-913 1218
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House No. 2, Road No.-11 (New), Mirpur Road, Dhanmondi, Dhaka -1209, Telephone: 823336, 9128737

. S@?M An Exclusive Restaurant

Serving full range of Indian dishes. Also available

*OUTSIDE CATERING *TAKEAWAY *PARTY FACILITIES

House # 10, South Avenue, Gulshan-1, Dhaka-1212
Fhone # 8811684, 8812458, Fax # 880-8825802 E-mail:sajna@citechco.net

The Most Tﬁ:{{uﬂw Restaurant
In

Come and
D OUTSIDE CATERING, TAXEAWAY, LUNCH BOXES

House #53, Block #B, Kamal Attaturk Avenue, Banani, Dhaka-]213

coun
Tapznencg

\. Phonk'# 870225, 872679 Fax # 880-2-881202 £

Call for
outside
catering
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SEDS (% ?)

Society, Shyamoli, Dhaka- 1207,
| Phone: 817538, 822892 (of

Fﬁl-l MUSHROQOM avA%ABLE AT

House-293,Road-2, Baitul Aman Housing

Gonoshyastha Khadda Biponi |
(Gonoshyastha Nagar Hospftal) | .
House 14-E, Road -6 Dhanmondi
Dhaka.




