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The Seattle Fiasco

THE collapse of the World
Trade Organization con-
ference in Seattle amid
chaos in the streets was worse
than a diplomatic fiasco; it
spelled a missed opportunity.
President Clinton could have
used the occasion to put forward
a farsighted rogramme for
dealing with what portends to
be one of the gravest challenges
of the new century: the huge ga
between the sophistication o
the dominant economic model,
called globalization, and tradi-
tional political thinking still
based on the nation-state.

But instead of assuming the
mantle of President Truman's
leadership role in inspiring the
structure of the post-World War
Il world, Clinton decided to
play to the gallery. Speaking to

.the press in advance of the
conference, he welcomed the
prospect of demonstrations,
thereby encouraging tactics of
intimidation toward a group of
ministers who were America's

And even after violence oc-
curred, he justified the demon-
strations with the argument
that, previously, "decisions
were largely the province of
trade ministers, heads of gov-
ernments and business inter-
ests. But what all those people
in the street are telling
that they would also like to be
heard." But why had they not
been heard before in the sev-
eénth year of the administra-
tion? Why convene the trade
ministers if the American gov-
ernment now claimed that
there was something illegiti-
mate about their principal
sphere of authority? What was
in fact needed at Seattle was a
conceptual road map for the
next phase of globalization, de-
signed to preserve its economic
benefits while broadening its
political scope. _

. Globalization has encour-
aged an explosion of wealth
and technology never approxi-
mated in any historical epoch.
Such rapid change inevitably
challenges prevailing social
and cultural patterns. Markets
. generate but also dislo-
cations. le these disloca-
tions are arguably the ne of
ultimately greater well-] ng,
political leaders are obliged to
deal with their consequences
here and now. A sense of politi-
cal unease is inevitable - esipe-
cially in the developing world -
a feeling of being at the mercy
of forces neither the individual
nor the government can influ-
ence any longer.

A new approach must begin
with the rEaE:catinn that,
any objective measurement.
globalization has been a huge
success - especially for the
United States. During the past
two decades, the United States
has generated unprecedented
wealth; broadened and deep-
ened the availability of capital:

funded the development and. .

broad ' distribution . wid
va qE% of ne‘!:#l{j:tn'é:?flq’ g“ia

ss array of goods and ser-
vices, all the time improving
its distribution of income. So
far as the U.S. economy is con-
cerned, these are "the good old
days." '

To be sure, even .in the
United States, globalization
has left some individuals and
groups behind. Jobs are lost in
some sectors even as they mul-
tiply in others. Yet the protec-
tionist argument - that global-
ization generically produces
unemployment is, in the United
States, belied by the reality of
full employment coupled with
rising es. The world's puz-
zlement at protectionist pres-
sures in advanced industrial
countries has been well-ex-
pressed by Prof. Joseph Stiglitz,
soon to retire as the chief
economist of the World Bank:
"What are devclnpin%cnuntﬂes
to make of Lthe rhetoric in
favour of capital liberalizaticn

us is

by Henry Kissinger

when rich couniries - with full
employment and strong safety
nets - argue that they need to
iimpose protective measures to
help those of their own citizens
adversely affected by glohaliza-
tion?"

While the benefits of global-
ization have been dramatic in
the United States, the impact on
the rest of the world has been
more ambiguous. at least in the
short run. Europe, the next
largest beneficiary, reacts war-
ily to foreign takeovers, even
from other European countries,
though these reflect the free
movement of capital that is one
of the chief tenets of globaliza-
tion, as well as of the pean
Union. And Europe has found it
difficult to dismantle the tradi-
tional dominant role of its gov-
ernments. Similarly, Japan's
economy and politics have
stagnated partly because of the
reluctance to open up to keep
pace with globalization.

The economic and political
consequences of globalization
have been most severe for the
developing countries. In a world
where capital can move freely,

- investments will flow toward

the highest return. This mobil-
ity of capital presents consid-
erable risks as well as great op-
portunities for the host coun-
tries.

For foreign capital will
leave if better opportunities
open ‘up elsewhere, or if the
host country’'s economy suffers
a perhaps cyclical decline.

these

. that has become the key

thiness by imposing drastic
austerily on the affected coun-
tries. But these exactions are
perceived as a form of neo-
colonialism in wh' '“e con-
cerns of forcigin lenders are be-
ing given pviority sver the well-
being of ine affected population.

uring the first fﬁ?}rears of
the post-colonial period, public
moneys financed most invest-
ments in the developing world.
Wken, in the 1980s, Western

ers revolted .
ants, many d&éﬁﬁ"é
countries strove to attract pri-
vate Western capital. And until
the mid-1990s, private invest-
ment seemed to enable emerg-
1n§ countries to build up their
industrial capacity. Since then,
the American - and more re-
cently the Japanese and Euro-
g:::: - financial markets have

such powerful magnets as
to discourage capital flows into
areas thﬁﬂ th poﬂﬂc?l risk is
greater and the regulatory sys-
tem less predictable, as in Latin
America or nun-Jall::ancs: Asia.
But since domestic capital is
more expensive, companies
that are obliged to depend on it
are at a grave competitive dis-
advantage. This dynamic coin-
cides with a drive toward big-
ness almost for its own sake
corol-
lary, almost the synonym, for
globalization.

As local enterprises feel
obliged to merge with multina-
tionals with better access to
global capital markets, the typ-

Restraints on monopoly and a social safety net
have been the fundamentals of the national policy
of the industrial democracies for nearly a
century. By contrast, the developing world has
~ few safety nets except a crude form of pro-

tectionism. There is rarely unemployment
insurance for those whose jobs are destroyed
through globalization.

y nolo ﬁsﬁ“
cr lied markets for a seemingly
en

e. diverse economies, as in
the United States and Europe,
with highly developed capital
markets and a of commer-
cial law can cope with these
fluctuating movements. The
fragile, brittle economies and
social structures of most devel-
oping countries are dispropor-
tionately vulnérable. at least in
the short and medium term.

These problems are com-
pounded because urbanization,
which is inherent in industri-
alization, inevitably brings
with it the weakening of exist-
ing traditional, political and
social support systems. Even
when their material conditions
improve in absolute terms, the
migrants become increasingly
conscious of the gap between
rich and poor that, in almost

all developing countries, the
early stages of globalization
seem; ta magnify. Therefore, po- :

litical \and. economic . indices
frequently, swing wildly. out of -

phase with each other.

" Moreover, capital ﬂuwﬁ art" '

not necessarily determined by
the economic performance of
the host couniry. Speculative
capital moves tc tike advan-
tage of short-term trends: it can
benefit from downturns as well
as from boor~ Zver financial
institutions u . do 1ol special-
ize in  speculation often con-
tribute to these trends. During

downturns, domestic capital

fices while foreign financial
institutions protect themselves
by reducing ti <*; exposnre even
in healthier economies, to off-
set losses incurred elsewhere.
All this turns national or re-
gional difficulties into global
crises. The way the interna-
tional system manages its pe-
riodic crises compounds the po-
litical challenge. The standard
remedy of infternational insti-
tutions - especially of the In-
ternational Monetary Fund -
has been to restore credit-wor-

ical developing country's busi-
ness sector bifurcates: one set of
enterprises is integrated into
the global economy and owned
by large internatfonal corpo-
rations; the rest, cut off from
obalization, employs most of
the labour force at the Jlowest
wages and with the bleakest
prospects. .
th sets of companies raise
political issues: the multi-na-
tionals because they seem to
withdraw keg decisions affect-
ing the public welfare from
domestic political control; the
local companies because they
enerate political pressures on
ehalf of protectionism and
against the globalization
model. Moreover, to the extent
the hitherto local economy be-
comes integrated obally, it
Frows more vulnerable to a pro-
onged recession in the United

States. This is the dark cloud
over globalization; if -
or - realistically unless the

has disappeared

hanging

business _ |
wheén - the United States econ-
omy turns down, the glpbal
consequences could be catas-
trophic, cspccial‘;y if no prepa-
rations are made for such an
event. Some e that the an-
swer to these dangers is even
freer trade more raplc{lgr. And,
in a long-term sense, this mﬂ'
well be true. But since global-
ization in essence involves
global adoption of the Ameri-
can model, it is important to
remember that the flexible
labour markets of America, :he
deregulated financial institu-
tions, the relatively chea? capi-

tal and the bias toward lower-
ing costs rather than raising

prices took decades to evolve.

- This model cannot be repli-
cated rapidly in the developing
world and not, in any event,
fast enough to prevent a grow-
ing political backlash against

obalization. The key chal-
enge is that very few people

anywhere view themselves
primarily as components of a
%lnhal economic mechanism.

hey identify political ac-
countability with the nation-
state and demand that govern-
ments cushion them against ex-
cessive suffering or disloca-
tion. Leaders - especially in the
democracies - are overturned
when they are perceived to have
failed in this task. Protection-
ism beckons, together with at-
tacks on America as the lead-
ing industrial power,

The industrialized countries
have avoided many of these
consequences largely because
they have not left their citizens
naked in the face of dramatic
market changes. Restraints on
monopoly and a social safety
net have been the fundamentals
of the national policy of the in-
dustrial democracies for nearly
a century.

By contrast. the developing
world has few safety nets except
a crude form of protectionism.
There is rarely unemployment
insurance for those whose jobs
are destroyed through global-
ization.

If these conditions persist
or grow worse, the world could

.evolve into a two-tiered system

in which globalized elites are
linked to cach other by shared
values and technologies, while
the populations at large, feeling
excluded, seek refuge in na-

tionalism and ethnicity and in -

attempts to become free of what
they increasingly perceive as
American hegemony. The calls
for an Asian bloc - and even
Mercosur in South America -
are motivated in large part by
an attempt to reclaim some po-
litical control over external
economic forces. In such an at-
mosphere, attacks on global-
ization can evolve into the new
radical chic, especially where
the governing eliles are small
and the gap between rich and
poor is vast and growing. No
economic system can be sus-
tained without a political base -
internationally or locally. The
basic challenge for America
and for those who believe in
free trade is to match economic
growth with political imagina-
lion; to navigate between those
who see Lhe world in only tech-
nical economic terms and their
critics, who yearn to return to
some quasi-socialist model of
government control.

In the next century, America
must learn te transform its
current dominance into a
global political consensus con-
gruent with American inter-
ests. The challenge is to foster
an international sense of so-
cial responsibility
strangling a highly successful
cconomic system in regula-
tions imposed by international
bureaucrats. The historic anti-
trust policies of the United
States have yet to find a global.
expression. The international

financial system needs to re-

duce its :volatility. and to learn
to cushion, the tmpact

remains a challenge. In dealin

with economic or financia

crises, a better balance needs to
be established between the
claims of lenders and the social
needs of affected societies. The
concerns of our society for
labour standards and the envi-
ronment must be met without
choking off free trade and with-
out giving developing count-ies
the impression that cur reai
goal is to throttle their cc:irpeti-
tion. I do not pretend *o 5:ave
the answers 1o these questionrs.
But I know that pandering to
demonstrators is not the wav,
For unless America helps {o
launch a serious international
discussion with respect to tijcee
issues, the very premises of the
lobalized system wili, in the

rst part of the 21st century,
find themselves under growing
political attack. ;
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Tribute to a Teacher Par Excellence

By M. Waheeduzzaman Manik

LTHOUGH I had seen Dr.
AJMirza Nurul Huda (1919-
991) from distance once

or twice and read his budget

speeches and articles, it was not

-before 1969 that I met him face

to face for the first time. Since
then I had the opportunity of
meeting him on many
occasions even long after I had
finished my student days at the
Department of Economic of
Dhaka University. I have some
of my fondest memories about
Dr. M. N. Huda. One of those
memories is his youngish look.
Another sweet memory aboput
him flashes back to my mind is
his sweet smile. Te me, he was a
man of integrity and decency,
Doubtless, he was a dignified
gentleman. When he died on
December 22, 1991, I found it
hard to believe. Like all his

other students, 1 also
exclaimed, “How could it
happen?”

As those of us who enrolled
in the Honours programme in
1967 and were his students in
1969 or 1970 would remember
that the return of the former
Governor and the Minister of
Finance was a blessing for the
department. Although Profes-
sor Rehman Sobhan was there
in and Dr. Malik Khasru
Chowdhury had already been
hired, by the time ‘Huda Sir’
returned to teaching, the de-
%sanmtnt saw its worst in mid-

960s. With his return, the de-
Fartment got back its vitality
rom its almost moribund con-
dition. Within the shortest pos-
sible time, he revamped the de-
partment and most of the dis-
tinguished economists started
coming back to teaching,

Born in a distinguished Mus-
lim family of village near
Tagail 1919, Dr. Huda was a
distinguished student from
primary school to university.
Having received scholarships at

all levels, he passed his ma-
triculation examinations in

1935 with distinction from a
h]%h school in then Tangail
subdivision of Mymensingh
district. He also excelled in his
Intermediate of Arts (IA) Exam-
inations from Dhaka College in
1937. During his tenure as a
student of Dhaka University
(from 1937 through 1941), Dr.
Huda proved himself to be one
of the most outstanding stu-
dents of the university since its
founding in 1921. He stood first
in first class both in B. A.
(Honours) and M. A. examina-
tions in 1940 and 1941 respec-
tively. He had the rare distinc-
tion of receiving the coveted
Raja Kalinarayan Scholarship
in 1940 for topping the list
among all Honours graduates of
Arts and Science faculties. Af-
ter taking the competitive ex-
amination, Dr. Huda joined the

‘Bengal Civil Service and served

as a Deputy Magistrate in early
1340s. 'While he was still m the
service, he decided to a t'a

scholarship to pursue graduafe

studies in economics at Cornell
University in the United States.
After receiving a PhD in
Economics within the shortest
possible time in 1949, Dr. Huda
immediately returned to the
then East Bengal. He joined
Dhaka University in 1949 as a
Reader (Associate Professor) in
the Department of Econumics,
He was hardly 30 years old at
that time. e addition of a
buddinrg scholar of his stature
to the faculty was significant at
a time when most of the distin-
Eluished scholars from the
indu community were migrat-
ing to India. Like many other
departments, Economics De-
gartment had also suffered the
runt of the exodus of the re-
puted scholars during the post-
partition years. When the de-
partmental head Dr. Ayer mi-

rated to India, Dr. Huda capa-
Dbly shouldered the reapﬂnsigfll-

i
t
widely recognised that Dr. Huda
substantially contributed to
enrichment of the department
in early 1950s.

There is no doubt that he
contributed to the making of

economics as a field of aca-

demic study in the then Pak-
istan. In other words, Dr. Huda
Bla}'ecl a pivotal role in the then

akistan in building up a viable

bridge between theory and
gracttr:.e of economics. During
is tenure with the University

of Dhaka University, Dr. Huda
was not bnly pre-occupied with
the Department of Economics
but he was also in the main-
stream of the university admin-
istration. Heé acted as the Head
of the Department, Proctor,
Provost and Dean at different
times. When he returned to
Dhaka University in 1969, Dr.
Huda had assumed the respon-
sibility of the Chairmanship of

the Economics Department and -

the Bureau nfhli:cunnnﬂcs Re-
search. Durin s second phase
Withcﬂ'lﬂ um’vgrsfty, he wag also

Dr M N Huda (1919-1991)

elected as the Dean of the Fac-
ulty of Social Science. He was a
teacher and a mentor for gener-
ations of students and col-
lea%ues. In recognition to his
prolessional accomplishments,
Dr. M. N. Huda was elected in
1965 the President of Pakistan
Economic Association, He was
also elected in 1976 the Presi-
dent of Bangladesh Economics
Association.

His professional assign-
ments included his stints with
both the then Central Govern-

ment of Pakistan and the
Provincial Government of the

then East Pakistan. He served
as a Member of the then Edst

Pakistan Planning Board. He -
was a Member of both the Tuxa-
tion ‘Enquiry Commifssion ‘and -
Commission. In
1962, Dr. Hud4 ‘'was ‘&ppoirited &'

Credit Enq

Member of the Planning Com-

mission of Pakistan. He w
one of the drafters of both the

First Five-Year Plan and Sec-
ond Five-Year. Plan of Pak-
istan. He served the erstwhile
Government of East Pakistan
as the Minister of Finance from
1965 till he was appointed the
Governor of the province in
early 196S During the last days
of 1969 student movement that
eventually toppled the Ayub
Khan regime, Dr. M. N. Huda
had attracted the imagination
of millions of defiant people as
the newly-appointed Governor

of the province, replacing Mon-

aem an, the infamous Gov-
ernor of the then East Pakistan.
Indeed, his appointment as the
Governor at a critical 'lunct_t_lre:
of our history was received well

by the public. The inspiring ad-

dress that he delivered as the
newly installed Governor
aroused a great deal of hope in.
the minds of people. Yet, the
ruling elite of Pakistan had a
nefarious design for the re-
pressed province. The military
junta that replaced Ayub Khan
also appointed a new Governor
for the A]i:mwnce in place of Dr.
Huda. Although Dr. M.N. Huda's
tenure as a Governor was of the
shortest duration in the histo

of the province, his name stifl
lives on as one of the solid ac-
complishments of the student

mevement of tumultuous
rlng%réths of late 1968 and early

At the invitation of Justice
A. 5. M. Sayem, the then Chief
Martial Law Administrator
(CMLA) and the President of
Bangladesh. Dr. M. N. Huda

Jjoined the President’s Council
of Advisors in December 1975

as the Advisor in-charge of the
Ministries of Commerce
(December 1975 through De-
cember 1976), Industries
(December 1975 through Jan-

uary 1976) and Plannin
[Dtgmher 1975 throu Aprlf

1979). He was also in charge of

Indeed, Dr. Huda was a
great man because
throughout the whole
tenure of his crowded
public life he con-
sciously maintained his
“perfect sweetness” and
“independence of soli-
tude.” A soft-spoken, a

- scholarly quiet gentle-

man, he demonstrated
humility, the most ad-
mirable of human
virtues, in his dealings
with his students, sub-

ordinates and. col-
leagues.
Ministry of Agriculture from

February 1976 through June
1976. He continued to be a
member of the Presidential
Council of Advisors after Ziaur
Rahman, the then CMLA had
assumed the Presidency of the

Republic. Dr. M. N. Huda held

the portfolio of the Ministry of
Finance in Ziaur Rahman's re-
vamped Cabinet from December
1978 through April 1980. [n
November 1981, the newly-

elected President Justice Abdus

Sattar appointed Dr. M. N. Huda
to be the Vice President of the
Republic of Bangladesh. Al-
though the nation was in tur-

moil due to infighting within
the, Bangladesh National Party
(BNP] and the illegitimate pres-

from General H. M, Ershad, the
then Army Chief, Dr. M. N.
Huda served the Republic as the
Vice President from November
1981 through March 1982. Dur-
ing that time he was also in
charge the Commerce Minis
from February 1982 throu
March 1982. The moment he
realised that he could no longer
serve his nation with dignity
and integrity, he quietly re-
signed in March 1982 from the
Vice Presidency of the Republic.
Although the intent of this
note is not to list all of the ac-
complishments of Dr. M.N.
Huda, it is important to under-
score that he held important
positions both in the academia
and in the Government by dint
of his merit. He held those cov-
eted positions without com-
promising his personal in-
tegrity of character. Through-
out his entire professional ca-

|
sure ‘on tHe' elected! President -7
“many of his fo

pride for bein

‘profession

‘own language fails to

‘reer, he demonstrated beyond

reasonable doubt, a deep sense
of personal honesty and pro-
fessional integrity. He 'main-
tained dignity in his personal
mannerisms without becoming
presumptuous. He held so
top positions in the manage-
ment of public sector without
even soliciting them. As an edi-
torial in The Daily Star, after
the sudden demise of Dr. M. N.
Huda in December, 1991, suc-
cinctly summarised the context:
“This penchant for leadershi
made non-academics to loo
forward to him [Dr. M. N. Huda)
'.Lli;ith anticipation whenever
€re was any important to
be manned. %‘haﬁxplamg:%is
becoming a Finance Minister
twice and then even the Vice
President of the new State
without ever being involved in
any rat-race for top jobs."

"The great man is he.” to
quote Emerson, "who in the
midst of the crowd keeps with
perfect sweetness the indepen-
dence of solitude.” Indeed. Dr.
Huda was a ﬁreat man because
throughout the whole tenure of
his crowded public life he con-
sciously maintained his
“perfect sweetness” and
“independence of solitude.” A
soft-spoken, a scholarly quiet
gent]cman, he demonstrated

umility, thé most admirable
of human virtues, in his deal-
ings with his students, subordi-
nates and colleagues. He was a
beloved teacher, a teacher of

. leachers, a caring guide and an

inspiring mentor for genera-
tions of economists, adminis-
trators, planners and teachers
who passed though the corri-
dors of the admirable Depart-
ment of Economics. Many of
those individuals who worked
for him or worked with him
outside the academia are still
alive to verify that Dr, M. N.
Huda left a legacy of profes-
sional excellence and personal
integrity in the management of
public service. '

Although I find no words ad-
equate enough to express my
own deep sense of gratitude to
my teacher and mentor, | take
his direct stu-
dent, 1 acknowledge my indebt-
edness to Dr. M. N, Huda for of-
fering me sound advice on sev-
eral occasions. I also owe an in-
calculable debt of gratitude to
him-a gentleman of rare qual-
ity for demonstrating genuine
interest in my academic pur-
suits. As a former student of Dr.
M. N. Huda, I find no reason to
mar his essential greatness
unnecessary eulogy. A truly
dedicated teacher of Dhaka
University's Economics De-

artment, his work and concern

or quality education and
‘exeellence, and his
Lommitment to.personal and
Pprolessional in ty live on in
er students
and colleagues. In my humble
assessment of Dr. M. N. Huda, |
would like to emphasise that
the essence of the man and his
career can be exemplified with
the following simple words: in-
tegrity, honesty, decency and
professional excellence., As my
express
sense of gratitude to Dr.

M. N. Huda, let me conclude my
tribute to my teacher with a
quote from Poet Shamsur
Rahman: Apnar Reen Jeno

Jonmer . Bhoolbona Kono
Din (My indebtedness to you is
like a birthmark that I would

never forget).

The author writes from
Clarksville, Tennessee. USA
where he teaches Public Man-
agement and directs Manage-
ment Technology programme at
Austin Peay State University

- -

AMADAN, the 9'" month
of the Islamic calendar is
very special for the
Muslims because the Holy
Qur'an was first revealed to
prophet Mohammad [(pbuh)
during this month on the Night
of Power (Lailatul Qadr). That is
why fasting durinﬁ this month
is obligatory for all able-bodied
Muslim adults to show our
gratitude to Allah.
Allah says in the Qurian, in
Surah Baqarah, verse 185:
"Ramadan is the month in
which, was sent down the
Qur'an, as a guide to mankind,
alsc clear (signs) for guidance
and judgment (between right &
wrong). So every one of you who
is present (at his home) during
that month should spend it in

Jasting, but if anyone is ill or on
a

. the prescribed period
fsﬁme made up) by days
later. Allah intends every facil-

ity for you; He does not want to
put to difficulties. (He wants
youw to complete the prescribed
period, and to glorify Him in
that He has guided you: anﬁLper-
chance you shall be grateful "

Fasting (Sawm) in Islam means
abstaining from eating,
drinking, smoking etc. from the
break of dawn until the sunset.
It is sunnah to take a light meal
before dawn and to break the
fast with dates and water before
Maghrib prayer. All Muslim

adults must fast

Exemption From Fasting : -
Children under the age of
puberty and insane persons are
exempted from the duty of fast
and no compensation is re-
quired for them.

- Men and women who are
too old or too sick can pay com-
pensation instead of fasting.

- If a person is traveling or is

sick, if a woman is pregnant or
is nursing a child can defer the
observation of a fast. They can
make up for it later.
. - A woman fast
during her period of menstrua-
tion or during her confinement
just after childbirth. She must
postpone the fast till recovery
and then make up for it. a day
for a day. :

Penalty Of Voiding Your
Fast: The fast of any day of Ra-
madan becomes invalicr by in-
tentionally eating, drinking
etc. before sunset and the
penalty of deliberately doing
somet in% which nullifies the
fast is to fast sixty consecutive
days or as an alternative, feed
sixty poor persons sufficiently,
besides observing the fast of one
day against the very day.

No Penalty for Mistakes: If
anyone, by mistake, does
something that would ordinar-
ily break his fast, his fast is not
nullified. The fast stands valid

‘Ramadan and Fasting

by Iffat

Mirza

provided he immediately stops

the moment he realizes he is do-

ing something wrong. For ex-

ample. if someone drinks a
lass of water by mistake, his
ast still remains valid.

. Fasting,
in which we abstain from
supplying the body its bio-
] iu::sn?r needs, is a vehicle that
takes our soul closer to Allah.
That is-why Allah said in a ha-
dith qudsi “Fasting is for My
sake and it is | who will give re-
wards for it.”

The Angels will distribute
the rewards for all good (leeds
by the command of Allah. But
the reward for fasting will be
given by Allah Himself. In
other words the reward for fast-
ing is the vision of Allah Him-
self. -

The Holy Prophet (pbuh)
said: * There are two joys for a
fasting man — one joy is at the
time of breaking the fast and
another joy is at the time of
meeting with his Lord.” There is
a gate in Paradise named
Rayyan, people who fast will
enter Paradise through that
gate.

In another hadith the
Prophet (pbuh) said: “When the
month of Ramadan comes the
gates of Paradise are opened
and the gates of Hell are shut,
and the Devils are put in

chains.” This gives us-a good
reason to compete with one an-
other to do good deeds in the
month of Ramadan. :

Some Recommendations
from Sunnah - Increase the
study and recitation of the Holy
Qur’an , it is good to read the
whole Qur'an at leas! ance
during Ramadan.

- Observe the Taraweeh
prayer because it erases past
sins. '

- For the last ten days of Ra-
madan long night prayers are
hiEhI}r encouraged. Our Prophet
(pbuh) said: “Seek Lailatul Qadr
{Nl%lht of Power) in the last ten
nights of Ramadan” and he
urged us to spend this night of
each year in devotion. Allah
said in Surah Qadr that Lailatul
Qadr is better than one thou-
sand months. Our Prophet
(pbuh) also .said;: "He who
spends the Night of Power in
worship. out of faith and antic-
ipation of a reward will have all
his past sins forgiven.”

- Intensify charity and other
humanitarian services.

- Restrain the tongue from
useless talks like gossip, back-
biting etc. instead busy your-
selves with the remembrance of
Allah, '

- Also stay away from hear-
ing evil talks. The Prophet
(pbuh) said: “The back-biter and

the hearer of back-biting are

.. equal co-sharers of the sin

The Last Full Moon of the Millenium:
It 1s Not Mundane

by Dipen Bhattacharya

LMOST at the very end of
the millennium, the
moon. will . be at its
nearest to the earth and also

will be at its fullest. The daﬁ&f
the full moon, December 22

. coincides with the Wiﬂtﬁ[.‘

solstice-when for the people on

the Northern Hemisphere the .

sun reaches its southernmost
point of its yearly journey and
the night becomes, ghe longest.
On the night of 22 December,
the moon not only will shine in
its fullest, but also will be at its
perigee, the closest that it could
come to the earth. Just 14 days
before that, on December 8 ', it
has been at its apogee, the far-

thest that it could be from the
earth. But during this time of
the year the earth is also ap-

proaching its perihelion point,
i.e., its closest approach to the
sun. It might seem counterintu-
itive, but during the winter in
the Northern Hemisphere, the
earth is actually closer to the
sun than d the summer.
We, the northern folk, tend
to forget that December is a
summer month for the South-
ern Hemisphere. The change of
seasons has snmething to do
with the tilt of the earth’s rota-
tional axis with respect to its
orbital plane around the sun.
and does not strongly depend on
the earth’s distance from the
sun. The perihelion proximity
of the earth to the sun provides
more sunlight for the moon,
almost 7 per cent more than

during the northern summer
and the perigee proximity of the
moon to the earth makes it a
full 12% bigger with respect to

its apogee position.

S50 the millennium-endin
moon will come out in ful

glory. The moon on Wednesday, -

the day of the winter solstice,
rises at 5:03 pm - give or take a
few minutes depending on
where you live in Bangladesh.
This is the longest night of the
year, so you have ample time to
catch it on your city rooftop or
village courtyard. The moon
does not cross the meridian or
attain the highest point in the
sky until very close to the mid-
night hour (when the phase ap-
proaches its fullest} and does
not set until 6:52 am. Don't for-
get to pay attention to two other
right jewels of the sky - Jupiter
and Saturn with Jupiter the
brighter of the two. These plan-
ets will precede the moon and
together they will make a giant
arc coinciding with the great
ecliptic circle which is the path
of the sun, moon and other
planets. i
This year's confluence of the
full moon, perigee and a solstice
will happen within a 10-hour
period. The last time these
events happened within 24
hours of each other was in 1991.

And in January of ‘1912, the
moon was 279 kilometer closer
than this year's 356,654 kilo-
meter approach. Some calcula-
tions suggest that the full moon
of 1912 January was approxi-
mately 25 per cent brighter
than the average full moon.
However, astronomers warn
that only the regular and astute
observers will be able to discern
that type of brightness differ-
ence.

According to the Large Im-
pact Hypothesis, billions of
years ago when the young earth
was still settling, a antic
Mars-size object collided with
the fragile earth and ripped
away chunks of the earth's
mantle into the space. Over
time, the chunks combined to
form the moon. Scientists have
found compositional similarity
between the earth’'s mantle and
the moon rocks brought by the '
Apollo astronauts. e initial
moon was much closer to the

earth - possibly measuring al-f

mast 14 degrees in the sky. For
comparison it only measures .

of a degree at pre L. st
" The terrestrial ﬂﬁﬁ: forces

keep one face of the moon
locked towards the earth. Con-
sequently, the time it takes for
the moon to go once around the
earth is the time it requires to

go once around its own axis. In
other words, one lunar month
equals one lunar day. As a side
E?fect of the process, the earth
slows down by 0.001 second ev-
ery 100 years, What would hap-
pen to the earth if the moon
were not there? Some scientists
say that might have affected the
stability of the earth’s orbit
around the sun making the very
existence of life j dized.
The end of the millennium
full moon will be big and bright.
In northern countries with
white snow cover, the motorists
might not even need headlights
to drive during the solstice
night. But what about love, lu-
nacy and werewolves? Folklore
has it that the moon creates
unnatural states of mind and
nature. Will the millennium
moon have a stronger influence
on our psyche than the other
mundane full moons? Well, the
astronomers do not study the
lunar madness effect, but it is

“unlikely that a full moon can

change any human physical
conditions. However, the poet
among us never fails to marvel
at the full yellow disk appear-
ing above horizon. So, irre-
spective of your intention, be it
scientific, poetic or simple cu-
riosity, don't forget to look u
for this companion of the
on the night of the winter sol-
stice.

The author is an astro-
physicist, working at the Uni-
versity of California, USA.
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